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TO f ii ti 
MOST NOBLE 1*RINGE 

HENRY 

DUKE 6F BEAUFORT* 

YOUR Grace*s Condefcenfion in 
permitting me to put my juvenile 
Labours . under your Protedion does me 
great Honour, and claims my warmefl 
Gratitude ; It was, I confefs, my higheft 
Ambition to infcribe this Tranflation to 
one, who had on a moft public Occafion 
diftinguifhed Himfelf by fuch claiHcal Ele- 
gance and real Dignity, as juftly entitled 
Him to the univerfal Applaufe of a moft 
learned as well as iplendid Audience* — «• 
Nor can the Tranflation of a Poem, whofe 
Subject is the Adions of Heroes and Princes j 
be infcribed with Propriety to any one 
but a Perfon dcfcended like your Grace 
^om (o ancient and fo illu&:ious a Line of 
Anceftors. 

Ifhall 



I Hiall not pi-efuftic to trouble your 
Grace with a longer Addrefs, as I well 
know, that amidftyall Your Grace's 
Princely \%tues and Amiable Qualities, 
this is not the leaft confpicuous, that 
Your Heart is formed to defpife every, the 
leaft. Appearance of Flattery. I have the 
Honour to be, 



My Lordy 



Tour G R A c 1^ s moji obliged and 



mfi devoted bumble Servant ^ 



Will. Lillington Lewis. 
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THE 



THEBAID OF STATIUS. 



BOOK TH« FIRST. 



The argument. 

ETEOCLES and Polynices having dethroned their 
Father Oedipus King of Thebes, agree ta reign 
alternately. Oedipus invokes the Fury Tifiphone topunifi 
them ; Jbe fows Diffention between them. Eteocles is 
€hofen hy Lot to reign thefirft Tear. An univerfal Difcon- 
tent prevails among the Thebans. Jupiter calls a Council 
pfthe Gods^ and declares his Intention ofpunijhing Thebes 
0tnd Argos. He finds Mercury to call uf tie Gboft of 
Laius/r^w thi Shades. On Eteocles V refupng to give up 
the Sceptre at the Expiration of his Tear^ Polynices ^^^j to 
Argos tofolicit the Jlid of Adraftus againfi him. He is 
overtaken hy a heavy Stormy and being very much fatigued^ 
lies down at AdraftusV Gate. Tydeus arrives at the 
fame place hy chance. Thiy quarrel and fight. Adraftus, 
alarmed at the Noi/cj comes out ^ reconciles^ and entertains 
them very hefpitably. He relates the Origin of a Sacrifice 
which was then celebrating^ and addrejfes a Prayer fa 
ApoUOj which concludes the Book. 
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PREFACE. 



IT is a general, and a true Obfervation, 
that we feldom fit down with Plcafurc. to 
read the Author^ before we have fonie Know- 
ledge of the Man. This fo natural a Curiofity 
every Editor and Tranflator of a Book fhould 
endeavour to gratify, as the Life of the Wri-^ 
ter is oftentimes the beft Comment on the 
Work.itfelf. In Compliance therefore with 
this .Remark, we fhall collect, and lay be- 
fore our Readers all that has come to our 
Knowledge of the Births Condition, Cha- 
racter and Fortunes of our Poet. 

c. PUBLIUS PaPINIUS StATIUS (forfoLifeof 

was he called, and not Surculus^ zs fome^''*^"'^* 
Grammarians affirm, who confound him with 
the Rhetorician, that flourifhed about the 
Time of NerQj was born at Naples in the Be- Birth. 

a ?>Mvvcv^ 
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ginning of the Emperor Claudius^ Reign. 
Thofe, wHo will Have Tboloufe in France^ to 
be the Place of his Birth, might have been 
convinced of their Error, if they had at- 
tended to what he himfelf fays in his JB/i^ 
tbalamium of Stella and. VtdantiUa. 

At te nafcentem gremio meaprima recepit 
Partbenopey dulcifquejoh tu gloria nofiro 
tepta^i. 

Or in his Poem to Claudia. 

Nojira quoque et proprUs tenuis, nee rara 

cekhis 
Parth6nope\fiUi mtdfotum trans a^qito fa ve£ia^ 
Iffe Diinaa mn^tmif J^oltd C^^knM. 

He wis defcebded of d good Family by his 
Father s Side^ who Wis born at Sella in Epi- 
tiiSy iibfrfar i¥5«l ^e celebrated D^dnaan 
^f^ti iM tSaUght Rh^orie to the Nobility 
there Wi^i fiiigiifebr Ajpplattfe, hot only for 
KiS'Sfein iii that Frbfeflibn, but l&ewife for 
hit Prdbity ^^f eiifeftiiv^ Learning. The 
Honours, he ^» di^lHiguiil%?ed with> bear 
Teftimony to this Part 6f his CharaiSet ; for 
jsifVef having be£ki nvsidfc a Citii^en of Napks, 
he vfi» jp^eftiM^ed with ^e Laureil» and a 
Crov^n of Gold by DifkitidU; at Pi^6of of 
hts Fivoitt' Willi. ^t Fl^iAce^ as the former 
3 was 
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Was of his latcwil with ^e People* |Ic 
xnvxMiiAgyUmi of whoi» we h^vc no. far- 
ther mentlooj. thaij. that fhc died before hi^n* 
See Sylva^ L. 3 . It is recftvki^hle (fiiya the 
Author of PolymetisJ that Poetry ran more 
lineimy in Statim^ Farailyi than perhapa i^ 
any other* He received it from his Father, 
who had been an eminent Poet in his Time, 
and lived to fee his Son obtain tjbe. {;«aurel- 
Wr^tb at (he ^t^^ Gaoi^s,^ as he had ^r« 
merly done himfelf.-— Th*W fer Mr. ^mf.e: 
and it is among the Defiderata of the learn- 
ed, tlKit we luve nothing extant;, hut wha| 
the Sofi wrote* The Epiaedipn, we Snd iq 
his MiJfieHa^ftea^ is at once an Argnrneiu of hif 
Father's Merit, and hi&own filial piety* 

Our Author difcovcred an early J^cnt Xa. 
Poctryi which was fq much choriflied ap4 
ipoiproved by hi&. Father's Inftrufl:iQns, that 
he ibon became the public Talk, a&d was in-i- 
troduced to the firft Wits of the Age, ai?4 
afterwards tp tjbe i^mperor himfelf, by hi^ 
Friead Paru^ the Player, at that Tifwe pnf 
of ith# chiff Court-Favourites. His literajry 
Mffit gpiaed hioi fo large a Share pf tl|^f 
Eoiperor'? Efteejm, that he vjras peri9*««i 
t^ fit at Tahlp with hi»» among y^s Mi^r 
nifter§ «aad Cwftisrs of the highcjlit Qji;^/, 
a^ was qft«m frow.wedl^r hisi Verfi^s, wfejch 
wer« p«hil*eWy rcfiwejl i© the Thffiitr^, 

a 2 l^^;» 
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Ter me nitidis Albana ferentem 
Dona comisy fanSloque indutum Cafaris aura 
Vijceribus complexa tuis^ fertifque dedijii 
Ofcula anbela meis. 

Once however he loft the Prize in the Ca- 
pitol. 

—Tu cum Capitolia nojiree 

Inficiafa lyra ; Javum, ingratumque dolebas 

Mecum viSia Jovem. 

The frequent Determination of the Judges 
in his Favour created him the Envy of Mar-- 
tiali who piqued himfelf much on his Ex- 
tempore Productions: infomuch that he has 
never mentioned Statins in his Account of 
tfie Poets, his Contemporaries. The Tbebaid^ 
finifhed at Naples, and dedicated to Domitian, 
was received at Rome with the greateft Ap- 
plaufe» as Juvenal has told us in the Paflage, 
which I have chofen for my Motto. This is 
thought by fome to have been nothing more 
than a Sneer. Mr. Dry den however in his 
Tranflation of it, and Dr. Crufius, in his Life 
of our Author, think otherwife. Ifhallgive 
the Reader the Words of the Latter. " To 
** me the Oecafion of his mentioning Statins 
•' feems to be this: he obferves in his Satire 
'^ the low State, and fmall Epcouragement 

*' given 
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" given to Men of Letters, who were often 
^* reduced to the hard NecefTity of Writing 
^^ for Bread ; and that, notwithflanding the 
*^ World allowed their Merit, and admired 
*^ their Writings. Statius is brought in, as 
V on unhappy Example of this ill Ufagc, 

Curritur advocem^ &c, 

^' Ftom this Paflage we learn, that Statius 
** wrote a Tragedy, which Paris purchafed, 
** who from a Player, was become the Em- 
*• peror's Minion, the Poet being reduced to 
** fell it for his Subliftence. This Circum- 
-** ftancc perhaps might have introduced our 
*' Poet to that Favourite, for I do not find, 
** that after his Admiffion to his Patronage, 
*' he wanted the Conveniences of Life. How- 
*^ ever it does not appear from what has been 
*' quoted, that Juvenal has fpoken reproach- 
*' fully of him, . but rather has given \^mx 
*^ great and real Commendations, and has 
" particularly taken Notice of his noble Style j 
** the Traallator has altogether favoured this 
" Serife. This Teftimony deferves the more 
" to be confidered, as coming from one, 
^* whom both his Friendship to MartiaU and 
'' Hatred to the Court might reafonably be 
^' prefumed to have made our . Author's 
^^ Enemy/' 

a 3 But 
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Bijflp to ^bturn lo out Poet; be bad n» 
S^oa^r i&niQ:}cd his ^heimdf 'than he fdrmed 
h\^ Pkn ^ the Actnlleidf a Work, in which 
(le^fendpd to take in the wbolb Life oflti^ 
^ero^ lahd'DQie cine ^finjgle A&idn, ^s H»nir 
has doo)i;'m ithe Slikd* ^hh he 4eft imper'» 
fea> dying at iVa/^J in the Reign of ^rajan^ 
hefore he hacj well fiijiiObed two Books of it, 

Wthen he was youngs hlb f^l in laor^ 
«Iftfi^hi -ftnd HiflflPrifti a Widow, Daughter ctf 
Cian4ws jipoHmkriSf a Mufician of Nupies, 
^e defcribes her in his Pbeoirs, as a very 
l>ea]i|tiful^ lettrned, ihgenious and ^irtuou^ 
Wptnan^ and a great Proficient in his owft 
^¥Orije Study of Pocfy. Her Society was a 
ISohfcce to hiiia in his heaVy Hours, and her 
.Judglnent of no fnotall Ufe in his Pocni^ as 
tie himiblf has confefled to us in his Syfvpgf 

'i^dngi in fata I^^borls 
^G^of^UjCUtri^uetuiscrevitn^ annls^ 

i^L Wofiian pf fuch Q;aalifica*i<»s, as thefc 
icduJd not faU <if coflimandit}g his waritteft 
4iO<re 'ahd ^efjyc£k. He infcribed fc?eral of 
his Verfes to her, an4 as a iVfark of his Af- 
fe<9:i6nbebave4' with Angular Tendernefs to 
^ Daughter, Vhich ihe had by a fofmer 
ii^and. Durfeghis ^Abfen^e at Nap/es for 
fhe Space of twenty Years, fhe behaved with 
fbgririi^eft Fijiclity, and af length followed 



hJiXfit wjA died ^i«rc. He tad no fC^iildirpifi 
)>yheri a«d.thci:?foi;c:a44^t^d .a,Soaj^ ,^^ . 

P^th jtip |b<^waUs in a jffiy paxhctic !l^(6^ 

Tellure cadentem 
lE^cepu it ^infhtm f^ejiitali carmine fayi 9 
^ofcent^que novas tremults Ululatibvs a^ras 
Injerui vitit : quid plus tr^uerf Parerites f 
Tsmne^emam U^ care ^ucr, qmfo/^ite notes 
J^on cupiif 

Tliis (as Dr. Qrufii^s ohfetvcs) is a jood Ar- 
gument, th^t Dfitnitian and Tarisk Bounty 
liad fet hiitn -above W^nt ; qne, if nqt ^l^c 
principal En4> of ^dopilion being to faaye 
one t9 inherit^ what we leave ^ibehind us, 
whofe ^grateful Behaviqur, ,and jfilial Dju|y 
tnigjit fupply the ^Place oif a true Son. Be- , 
fides the Poet informs us, that he l^d a fmdl 
Count£y-Seat in ^nfcany^ where Af^a for- 
merly ftgod* 

ParvHeatus rurtsJHmaribus, 
' '^aprtfia ^eueros jUba cotit JLares^ 
^^srum atfuefacundum Severum 
^^f^Utis^fidibus^Jaluto. 

With Regatti tohk moral Characaer, charac* 
4>ur Author ilands unimpeached; and from ^' 
what we can coUedt, he appears to have been 
iKligk)us4daK^ tO'Superftition, anaffed:ion- 

a 4 ate 
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ate Huftand, a loyal Subjefl:, and go64 
Citizen, Spme Critics however have not 
fcrupled to accufe him of grofs "Flittery to 
Domitian. That he paid his. Court to him 
with a View to Iijterpft, cannot be dcqied : 
fo did Virgil to Augufius^ and Lucan to Nero : 
and it is more than probable, his Patron had 
not yet arrived to that Pitch of Wickednefs 
and Impiety, at the Time he wrote his Ppem, 
as he (hew'd afterwards. Envy made no Part 
,Qf hi§ Qpippofitipn. That he acknowledged 
]V|er]t> wherever Jip found it, h|s Qenethliacon 
of Lucan^ aijd f^ncomia on Firgi/, bear ample 
Teftimony. Nay, he carried his Reverence 
for the Memory of the latter almoft to Ado- 
f ation, conftantly yifiting his Tomb, and ce- 
lebrating his Birth -Day with great Solemni- 
ty. — His Tragedy of Agave excepted, vv^e 
have all his Works, confifting of his Syha^ or 
mifcellaneous Pieces, in five Books, his The" 
baid in twelve, and his Achilkid in two. 
^(Tay on HAVING laid before the Reader the mofl 
1^^ ^^' authenticated Accounts we have of our Pget's 
Life, I fhail now deliver my Sentiments of 
the Work in general freely and impartially y 
not having the Vanity to expedt the World 
will abide by my Opinion, nor ipvidioufly 
detrading from the Merit of other Author^s, 
to fet that of Statins in a more advantageous 
Light, as has been the Practice of fome li- 
terary 
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Icrary Bigots. So confcious am I of the Want 
bf critical Abilities, that I fhould have de- 
clined faying, any thing by Way of Diflerta- 
tion, had not my more able Predeceffors en- 
tailed it upon me, and by their Examples, 
tendered it the indifpenfabie Duty of each 
Succeeding Tiranflator. Therefore if any 
"Thing is advanced contrary to the Dodrinc 
x>{ the Critics, Youth muft plead for me, 
and procure that Pardon, which would be 
denied to Perfons of ia more mature Judge- 
ment.' 

A s the World is no longer fo bigotted to 
-Arijiotle and Bejfu^ as to rejeft a Work, 
merely becaufe it is not written according to 
their particular Rules, I (hall not trouble my- 
felf to enquire, whether the Hbebaid is an 
-Epic Poem, or not. Sufficient is it to ob- 
ferve, that Mr. Fope thought it fo ^ and that 
it has a better Title to, the Name, than the 
JPbarfaiia of LucaUy which Mr. de Voltmre^ 
in his paradoxical Effay, has termed one. 
However before we J)roceed to a critical Dif- 
quifition of it's Merit, it is neceffary to in- 
form the Reader, that the Event ^herein 
jpoken of, and defcribed, happened about 
1251 Years before the Birth of our Saviour, 
and 42 before the Deftrudion of T^rcy. The 
purport pf the Hiftory is thi?. 
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jj^**^ Lai V s^ King of T6e6es$ ^cfpairipg csf 

iOL having any rCh3(fc?n hy bia Wife j/^ocgjiap 

ct»iriitt^d the Oracle, and irccivcd fqr A^ir 

fwer^ that hetbould have a Son« who (Wou)d 

one Day^^nvir^er hito. To prevent this, 2f 

|qQ0 as the .Child was .boci^, he bored .Hole^ 

ijurough hia Fee|» and fafteni^g them to f. 

XiKe with Th9ng»^Jkfthx«r4i:poii which ^^ 

i^tuQe he i^as ^terwards naiped .Qed^^us^ 

3fhf rroy^ Infiu^t hotptever wrjS j)rcfei:ved by 

jlip pa^e of, the Servants; ^d in J^rocei^^ 

Time» travelling near Pbocis^ met his Father 

^C^Mvr «itfuMot ka<^^ ^d nppa.his 

4£^pgting the Way^ kjUed.biin J» the ,Hfi4t 

<qr IMiQii. .He .^terwards .tkibended die 

Tlirone (of ;7i&dkcj and jnariied ^^r^i^ hta 

rlilQCbeiiV J4t :that fTimetinkiiowa to «be ifo^; 

.Igr h«r:Jbe^had:foiir.€hildrenj (Eteficks, Fofy^ 

mc€s^ j^tigMe, AisidiJ^etfe. As ibon as his 

rSons were igrown up <to Man^s £ftate^ 4hey 

^e^UFoned their Father» and ^igrsed between 

.lbmi£bIves>to . reign altemately. -Etudes was 

^jppouited by Lot to riile the firil Year; but 

r«hM that^Mf^ expired» refufed to refign the 

<Iroprn -to fPcfymces, his yonoger Brother, 

^Upon «his -a 'War commenced, in which the 

aB)iii«d Prince vras affiled by ^^^/iij> King 

^ Argds^^ and iivc other Heroes, Thefc 

were aU (lain in' Battle» except Adrajius : and 

fhf two Brothers falling in fiiigle Fight, 

Creon 
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tfftM xi&irptA ^c Throne, and by an inhu*» 
man ^Aft'of <^ruelty in not fuffsring «he dead 
Bodies to 1» buried, drew upon 'himfotf the 
Vengeance of Itkefeus, who marched an Army 
flfgaiirfthim, and took the City. 

Th e ingenious Mr. Harte, Tpcaking of the 
Bubjeftof the Tjfc^jw/, fays, ^'Itmuftcer- 
^^itainly bt an infinite Pleafure to perufe the 
** *fti<ift anticfnt Piece of Hiftory now extantt 
***exccptingtbat in holy Scripture. ThisRe* 
^' mark muft *be underflood of Ae A Aion df 
f*thc ttebaid orily, Which Sfatms, -without 
•♦^Queftion, faithfully recited from the ntdfl: 
**'axtthentic Chronicles in his t)wn Age. The 
*« Adtion" oT the Ifyni and O/^^ happened 
** ferenLl Years affter. This is evident from 
*« -Homfrs own Words, ^tgamemnon in the 
^* fourth Btook of the J//W recites with great 
*' Tranfport the Expedition taS Tydeus^ iuid 
'^' -17^5^ -mentions the Story of jHo/ia (or 
*' Eficmfie^ 4is hp cftlls her) in * very parti- 
'^^ cular Manner, in "giving an Account of bis 
*' Defceijt:to Hell, O^^, Book iitii. The 
<* /Antiquity :of the ^bebaidvaxf be confidered 
'^alfo in lanother View : as the Poet was o^- 
^^ }iged tp cpn^rni the Manners of his Heroes 
^* to th? Tte^ of AaicM, we in Juftice ought 
<^ not to be fo much (hocked with^^thofe In- 
^ fvlts over the Dead, which run through all 
f^'l^e^r^eji, "V^Mv^m a lifile^the Bar- 
barity 
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** barity of Tydeus, who expired gnawing the 
Head of his Enemy, and the Impiety of 
Capaneus, who was thunder-ftruck, while 
** he was blafpheming jfupiter. Whoever 
•^ reads the Books of Jo/hua and Judges, will 
^••find about thofe Times the fanie favage 
** Spirit of Infolence and Fierte." 
Sj^Vhe The latter Part of this Obfervation may 
ndasi/. ferve, as a Defence of our Author againft 
Mr. P^^'s Cenfurc of his Charadlers (fee 
Preface to his Homer) and that of Bojii, who 
in his Treatife on Epic Poetry has the foU 
lowing extraordinary Remark. " The great-.. 
/*. eft Part of Statiuss Charadters are falfe* 
•* The Impetuofity of his Genius, joined to 
?' the Defire of apiplifyiug, and making every 
** thing he would fay, appear grand and mar- 
** vellous, has been the Occafipn of this De-p 
. f fcft. He almoft always carries to Excefs 
** the PafEons he reprefents in his Perfonages> 
*' He does not. know, what it is to prefervc 
*^ Uniformity : he makes his Heroes zQ, Ex-» 
<* ttavagancies, which one would not pardon 
^* in young Scholars, and often, inftead of 
•* defcribing them. as he ought, he has made 
•* Chimeras of them all, Thefe Faults can- 
*' not be attributed but to want of Judg-^ 
*^ tnent, Knowledge, and a Juftnefs of Think-» 
♦*.ing/' Unwilling as I am to contradict a 
Writer of fiiph ^knowkdged .Abilities, as 

Mr. Bofu, 
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Mn Bojfu, I muft, in Juftice to the Poet, 
deny Part of the Charge, viz. that the great- 
eft Part of his Characters are falfe. I know 
but two, which are exaggerated in the Co- 
louring : namely Tydeus and Cafaneus. Et€0^ 
cles and Polynices are out of the Qneftion : 
being fuch as he was obliged to defcribe 
them> in Order to attain the moral End of 
his Poem : which was to fhiew the fatal Con- 
fcquences of Ambition on the one Hand, and 
of a too greedy Thirft of Revenge on the 
other. The reft, Adrajiusy Amfhiarausy Far-' 
thenopams and Hippomedon are very amiable 
Characters. In the two former we have a 
lively Portrait of a good King, and pious 
Prieft; arid the two latter difplay great Mag- 
nanimity, and Noblenefs of Heart in volun- 
tarily taking Part with the injured at the 
Expence of their Lives and Fortunes. The 
female Characters are likewife unexception- 
able. Ifmenc and Antigtme ad: the Part of 
tender and loving Sifters: Argiuy Deipbyle^ 
and indeed all the Relidts of the feven Lea- 
ders are illuftrious Examples of conjugal 
Affeftion; and even the unhappy yocafia 
herfelf is blamelefs, if confidered in the 
Light of a Mother. 

L E T us now take a View of our Author*s6clieme 
poetical Condu<ft^ and Oeconomy, an Objed:,^^^^^*** 
which fhould have been iirft.,atteii<kd to^ l\gd^e Po^ 
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I not bien inTenfibly draw» away to cfonfi^ 
hi» Charadier^. Hefc^ dtvclfing rayfdf of 
itlt Prediledioit and Pardality, I mird own, 
he haB in nmny Pcmrts fafled. One great 
Ganfe of iua Iinperfe Aion in ibis^ Paiticukr 
is hifii haring ftuck too dofe to Hiftory and 
Tndttion, and not fufficicntly called in the 
Afiiftance of Fidion »id Invention, a )aw-»^ 
fill and neceiiary Advantage, which* all Epic- 
Writers are allowed to take. The lotroduc* 
tson of the funeral Games however, through 
wbid:i he has deftroyed th6 Unity of his Ac-*^ 
tson, asd which 4ia8 been oftener attacked 
thad ai^y one Part befides, is apologissed £6r 
by Mr. Harie in a very mafteily Manner. 
The Defign of this Book (fays he) was ta 
give a Rcfpitc to the maia Adtton, intro-^ 
^^ ducing a mournful, but pleafing Variation 
** from Terror to Pity. It is alfo highly pro- 
*^ bable, that Statius had an Eye to the fu- 
•* xieral Obfequics of Pofyikre and Anchijes^ 
^^ mentioned in the third and fifth Books of 
** Virgil: we may alfo look on thenth as a 
« Prelude opening Ae Mind by Degrees to 
** receiye the Miferies and Horrors of a fu- 
«* ture War. This is intimated in fome 
** Meafure by the Derivation of rfie Word 
** Arcbemorta^ Befides the Reafons above- 
^ ovemiotted would have a fibfie Opportunity 
<* of re mar ki ng upon chief of the Heroes, 

who 
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^ ^to ttitd make a Figure Ikafcaftfef ; . ^Ui» If 
*f reprtjfentcd ^o tlie Eye in a fivdy Sketcft, 
** that diftiibutes to £ach Fedbn Bis pit^ 
«* iigfrts \«rirti gteat Advafltige," 

Tri< Mftfrit of Speecfees and Ora^ooff kSfwAw 
jeteimiked Ih a great I^feaflire by the gene* 
talChixaEietcf the Perfons, v^ho utttir thetti . 
ihdr Ph)priety cooMing in their Agreement 
"fntb th« Manners of the S]jeakef. A^rupa 
icpoSi Adt talk like PofynkeSy nor Capannu IHbe 
jbnfimnttu.- Siatitu in this partrcnlar de« 
iferves ottf Hgteft Applauftr. His Heroc». a!« 
w^ ^ak, as they a^: his^ Otafions ard 
hervotiSf animated^ elt)^it6nf, not fi> pra^ 
i& LucaH*s, nbr {/d fententiptis, as tfaofe of 
Virpl: , Though adtniirablfe in all, heptinci* 
jpally excds in the mqurnfiil and pathetic. 
He is the feme ambng the Rimttuts, as Biff-i- 
jl>ides among the Greeks. I forbear partlttdk-i 
riziftg any Speeches herei a$ they havt been 
sdteadjr dbferved in the Not<ts. 

Tft t riext Pomt that fcHs uhder our Con- Soai- 
fideration, is the Sentiments ; in which our 
JAiu^or iis veryunequaJ: they are never low 
k/c toigbri often juii and ik>M<B» but ieme- 
tiriies rahdngtthd unna^tf!^. He aevtr fHh, 
but h often loft among the douds by ibar- 
iiig Icfohighi and t)c(6 (bJitfionfly a^iiiflf 
«wry Tfttngi .that has th6^ Aj^pdttance of b«- 
1^ flak tod JHgidc la thi» Aniisle he nSetst^ 

bles 
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bles our Countryman Lee. He is Icfs moral 
than Virgih lef? familiar than Homer, and 
lefs philofophical than Lucan. 
Defcrip- We now come to his Dcfcriptions, Images 
Owttpaii-^^ Comparifons, a Part in which he (hines 
ims^fsfr. with diftinguiflied Luftrc. So ftrong is his 
Talent this Way, that whatever he defcribes^ 
we fcem to fee in Reality. In his Defcrip- 
tions he is full and exadt, in his Images bold 
and lively. ** Your Attention (fays Dr. Gru^ 
^^ Jills) is always kept awake; nay rather the 
many furprizing Circumftances croud in fb 
thick upon the Mind, that it finds itfelf al- 
moil at a Lofs how to take them all in, as 
he reprefents them ; io far is the Poet from 
** letting the Subjed: groAV dull and trouble- 
*^ fome in his Hands." With Refpedt to his 
Similies, they are' for the moft Part proper 
and well- drawn ; but fometimes want a Pa* 
rity in the Circumftances, which renders 
them obfcure : this Defeift proceeds rather 
from thelmpetuofityof his Genius^ than Want 
of Judgment; for being too hafty to dwell 
upon Particulars, he gives nothing more than 
the Outlines of a Comparifon, and leaves it 
to the Reader's Imagination to fill them up. 
Style. From the defcriptive Part we are natu- 

rally led to take a View of our Poet's Style, 
of which the Author of the Lives of the 
Roman Poets has» I think, g^ven Jthe beft 
3 Accounts 
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Account. '* Strada (fays he) in his Prolu- 
•^ fions has placed Statins on the higheft Top 
*' ofPamaffiisi thereby intimating the Strength 
•• of his Genius, and the lofty Spirit of his 
Style; which indeed is generally Supported 
by a bold and lively Expreffion, and full 
•• flowing Numbers. His Manner therefore 
•* refembles ratjier the martial Strut of *a Oe- 
** neral, and the Magnificence of a Triumph, 
** than the majeftic Port and true Grandeur 
'* of a Prince, which better fuits tha inimi- 
"table Charafter of VirgiPs Style. As a 
*• Soldier cannot eafily lay afide the Rough- 
** nefs of his Charadter, neither can Statius 
^ defccnd from the Pomp of Language and 
•' Loftinefs of Numbers, when his Subjedt 
*' requires it.** — To this Remark I muft beg 
Leave to add, that he often ufes Hellenifms 
with Angular Beauty and Propriety. There 
is one Fault however, which the Tranflator, 
in Juftice to himfclf, ought not to conceal, 
and that is his frequent Obfcufity. 

I T remains now to treat of his Verfifica- Vcrfifica* 
tion ; which is fcarcely inferior to that of any ^^^* 
Poet whatfoevcr. His Numbers are corredt, 
harmonious, founding, expreffive pf the Senfe, 
and rather loftier than thofe of Firgil. He 
has nothing of Lucans Sti£fnefs, nor of that 
uniform Smoothne&, which chara^eri^es the 
YerCes of Claudiaii^ 

b Is 
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General In fliort, if Statius has had Rapin and 
^^arac- ^^ £^^ j^j^ Cavillers^ he h^s had Malherbe, 
Rofleau^ Marolles and Scaliger for his Admi- 
rers: the laft of whom thinks, he comes 
neareft to Virgil in Majefty of all Poets ei- 
ther ancient or modern* " He had even come 
'' nearer to him (fays he) if he had "not af- 
** fe<ftedit fo much ; for being naturally am- 
" bitious, whenever he has attempted to ex- 
*' cell him, he has degenerated into Fujlian. 
*' Except the Phcenix, Firgil, he is without 
^^ Difpute the Prince of both Latin and Greelk 
" Poets. His Verfes are better than Homer si 
" he abounds more in Figures, has more 
** poetical Oeconomy, and is more chafte and 
*^ correct in his moral Sentences." 

I s H A L L only trouble the Reader with 
one Quotation more on this Head ; and that 
is from the amiable Fenelons Account of the 
War between the Ancients and Moderns, in 
which he fancifully afcertains the Rank and 
Merits of our Author, as a Poet. 

^* iiUcan being mightily incenfed to fee 
** Virgil preferred before him, protefted a- 
f^ gainft the tleftion, and refufed to agree 
*' on any other Terms, but being at leaft de- 
** clared his Colleague. Saying in fententious 
** and haughty Verfe, if Virgil could not fuf- 
** fer an Equal, he was refolved not to en- 
*• dure a Superior; to which Virgil only 
3 ft made 
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** made Anfwer with a modcft Smile. But 
" liUcan was hiflcd at by the whole Aflembly 
*' of ancient Latin Poets, who well knew 
'Vthe Diftance betwixt him and Virgil, and 
** therefore told him, his Pretenfions would 
^^ only bear Water amongft fome Moderns, 
** that were not capable of relifhing all the 
** Beauties and Niceties of Latin Poefy ; nor 
*^ could he reafonably carry his Ambition 
** higher, than to be VirgiFs Lieutenant. But 
** he refufed the Command, and retiring with 
** a Spanijh Gravity, faid. 

ViSlrix caufa deis placuity fed viSla Catoni. 

'* Giving them to underftand, he would feek 
*^ Revenge for the Wrong, he believed, they 
*' had done him. Statius in his Default was 
" chofen by Virgil for his Lieutenant-Gene- 
" ral, in Preference to Silius Italicusy who 
pretended a Title to that Employment." 
I N another Part, fpeaking of the Arrange- 
ment of the Forces, the fame Author fays. 
'* The Army of the Latin Poets was dftwn 
** up in Form of Battle on the left of the 
" Grecians upon the fame Line. Virgilhzd 
" ported his Mneids in the midft of the Front, 
** and called them the firft Legion, he de- 
*' figned to fight in Perfon at the Head of 
" thefe, and nanied the l^hebaid of Statius 
*^ the fecond, which he difpofed on the left 

b 2^ ^* oi 
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«* of his own Poem j and Statius was to fe- 
** cond Firf^il at the Head of the Epic." 

To conclude, whoever will read the Tbe-^ 
baid in the Original^ will find the Author to 
be a much |bctter Poet, than the Worl4 in 
general imagines, I fay, imagines, becaufe 
two Thircis of the Men of Letters in this 
Kingdom have never read him; but form 
their Opinions from the Charader given him 
by fome few prejudiced Perfons. Borricbius 
h»B juftly obferved, that he is the lame a- 
mong the Poets, as Alexander was among 
Heroes. He has many- and great Beauties, 
but they are blended with Defefts. He has 
inore Harmony than Lucan, and more Spirit 
than iSitius ItaJicus ; and one may fafely fay, 
Ithat if he be not equal to f^irgf/in fome Points, 
he approaches fo near him, as to leave far 
behind thofe of his own and after Times. 
As Nothing throws a greater Luftre on the 
fine Paflages in the I/iad, than Ftrgifs con- 
defcftnding to copy them ; fo nothing is a 
greater Argument of Statitus Merit, than 
the verbal Imitations of Chaucer, vrho was 
perhaps^ Poet of the mpft lively Imagina- 
tion of any amongft the Moderns. I prefer 
this to Volumes of Criticifm. No one would 
imitate, what he could exceed. Such there- 
fore as he is with all his Imperfedions, J 
prefent hina to the Reader, whom I wifti 

the 
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the fame Pkafure, that I have found in coa^ 
templating his many and great Beauties. 

UArmo ipokcn of the Beauties and 
J^cSts of the Original, it may not be vok^ 
proper to acquaint the Reader, what he is to 
exped in the following Verfion. The great 
Inducement to the attempting it was it's not 
having been wholly tranflated before. I hid 
long confidercd it as the moft illuftrious Work 
of Roman Antiquity after the Mneid, and con- 
feque'ntly was concerned, that it had never 
appeared in an EngUJh Drefs. Five Books 
indeed have been rendered into Englijb Verfc 

by ST rs: Mr, Pope made the firft ipeak 

Englijhy and the late ingenious Mr. Walter 
Harte of St. Mary Hall, Oxon^ the fixth* 
This is aU, that to itiy Knowledge has been 
tranflated. With ;more Ambition therefore 
than Prudence, I begun it ^foon after I en^- 
tered at the Univerfity, at the Age of eighteen» 
and mud confefs, that my chief Merit con«- 
iifts in having had the Patience to go through 
with it at a Time of Life, which is toe 
often fquandered away .in a Circle of Follies 
and Amufements. Thofe Readers will be very 
much difappointed, who expedt to find a li** 
teral Verfion. The Tranflator has profited 
too much from the Fate of others, to at* 
tempt it. If he could not be juft to the 0- 
riginal in a free Verfion, he had been much 

' lefs 
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Icfs fo in a clofe one : fuch is the Difparity* 
of the two Languages ; and of all the Latin 
Authors Statins perhaps is the nioft difficult. 
It fs hoped however, the Liberties, which 
arc taken, will not be deemed too great, nor 
tihe Deviations from the Qnginal too many. 
In the maiil Parts of the Poem, fuch as the 
Fable, Manners ' and Sentiments, Omiffions 
and Contradlions are altogether unpardonable; 
but in others lefs cffential, where the Varia- 
tion does not exceed one Word, as the fub- 
fiituting another Epithet to ftrengthen the 
Idea, it is prefumed, no man of Candour 
will be offended. The Abufe of Triplets and 
Alexandrines has been very juftly objefted to :' 
for which Reafon the Tranflator has fcrupu- 
Ibufly avoided them, and, unlefs his Memory 
very much deceives him, has not one of ei- 
ther in the whole Work. The Incorreftnefs 
©f modern Rhymes has likewife given rea- 
fbnable Ground for Cenfure. Great Care 
has been taken of this Point and the 
'franflator flatters himfelf that very few 
bad Rhimes will be found in the whole' 
Poem. If there is now and then a Dark- 
nefs, there is often a Light in Antiquity, 
which is beft preferved in a literal Veriion. 
Whenever the Translator has found this (as 
indeed he has very frequently) he has always 
ftuck clofe to the Original. It happens fome- 

times 



PREFACE. jtxiil 

times again, that a whole Pa&ge is fo ob- 
fcure, as not to be rendered verbatim : in this 
Cafe all that can be done, is to tranflateia 
the Lump, and by carefully confulting the 
Context, give what feems to be the general 
Senfe as briefly and as poetically as one can. 
A Tranflator is not accountable for the Faults 
of the Author. Now. it fometimes happens» 
that a Thought is low and vulgar, an Image 
not phyfically true, and a Warrior, who has 
been killed, defcribed fighting again through 
a Slip of the Poet's Memory. Whenever 
therefore the Reader perceives an Inaccuracy 
of this Kind, he Ihould turn to the Paflage 
in the Original, and not throw the Blame 
on the Tranflator, before there is Conviction 
that he deferves it. If there has been too great 
a Prolixity in Notes and Quotations, it is but 
Juftice to afcribe it rather to the Defire of 
gratifying his Pleafure, than difplaying his 
Learning : fince it is one of the mofl agree- 
able Employments a rational Mind can be 
ingaged in, to compare the Flowers of Ge- 
nius and Fancy together. 

A F T E R, all the Tranflator profeflTes him- 
self incapable of doing Statins Jufl:ice, and 
always keeping up that Fire and Spirit, which 
fo peculiarly animates the Original. His 
Abilities are unequal to fo arduous a Taflc, 
and if they were greater tlian they are, the 

Englifi 
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Bnglijb Language would in many Points fail 
him. He therefore fubmits this Veriion to 
Ae Poblick, as the Firft-ffuits of his La- 
bours» and fincierely wifhes that when his 
Judgment is matured by Time, he may be 
able to produce fbmething, which may fhew, 
that their preient Indulgence was not entirely 
thrown away upon him. 



THE 

THEBAID OF STATrUS. 



BOOK THE FIRST. 

OF guilty TbebeSj to foreign Arms a Prey, 
Fraternal Rage, and impious Lull of Sway, 
My daring Mufe would fing, fo Phabus deign 
To prompt the Bard, and harmonize the Strain. 
^^y^ Goddefs, whence fhall I my Subje6k trace, ^ 

From CadmuSj Author qf the viciou§ R^p(? ? 

Vcrfe 5. Say» Goddefs\ St a T i u ^ has been pretty fevimnely hand^ 
led by fome ingenious Critics among the Modems for this Jeeming 
iDoubt whfere to commence his Narration. Tho' I cannot preterd 
10 /exculpate him intirely for running counter to the Rules laid 
down by Horace j yet I ^annot buf hope, he will appear lefs wor- 
thy' of Cenfure than he has hitherto done, if we fuppofe, that 
the Poet judge4 ^e greateil Part of his Roman Readers ignprap^ 
of the Thehan ,Hiftory (as undoubtedly they were) and yet it 
was neceffary, they fhould have fome previous Knowledge of it, 
in order to underAand his Poem, and the Allufions, he frequently 
makes to the Hiftory and Cuftoms of that Nation, But how wero 
th^ to be acquainted with it ? Was he, to have diredUy colledicd 
the Heads of it, and declared his Intention ? No: that would 
have been the greatefl AiFrpnt he could have put upon them» 
which our Author was fuificiently aware of. Let us admire then 
the Art and Dexterity of the Poet, who has extricated hi^ifelf 
ffom the EmbarafTments he lay under by this polite and ing^piopy 
Device. If he has ofiended, it is a glorious OfFencp, Of (to ufe 
the Wordr of Mr. Pope) a Grace fnatch'd beyonij tlie J^uJ^j pf 
Art^ 

y,,6. From Cadmus] Cadmus was the §on pf ^gen$r ; this obfti- 
iiatc Prince infilled on his travelling in quell of liis giftsp fyropa^ 
who had been carried off by Jupiur in the Form of a Bull. The 
^ero complied, but noi £x^ding his Sifter, fettled f^csafMes. 

Vol. I, » ShaU 
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Shall I defcribe him on the raging Sea, 

Obfequioua to the Monarch's ftern Decree ? 

Then tell, Yrojji whence tb* ^fpiriag Nation rofe. 

And to what Source pvoud Tbebes its Grandeur owes, lo 

How foften'd Rocks (fo wilFd refiftlefs Fate) 

I>anc'd Jnto florin, Jto grace a future State ? 

Wh^t fatal Caufbs could fo far incenfe 

The Queen of Heav'n, and what the dire Ofience, 

When AthamaSj by Wrath divine purfu'd, 15 

His trembling Hands in &Ual Blood imbrued. 

And his pale Spouie, to ihun his angry Bow, 

Sprung froo^i the Beach, and fought the Depths below '^ 

Wave then, w)iate'er to Cadmus may belong, 

O Mufe, and date the SLubjed of thy Song, 3Q 

From wretched-0/ii^ 5 — - nor yet afpii« 

In Cafaf^% Praife to ftring thy feeble Lyre, 

©r tell, how twice he bade the Rhine obey. 

How twice the Danuke roird beneath his Sway : 

(While Baciuj daring impious War to wage, ii^ 

Fyi the juft Objea: of the Vigor's Rage) 

Or how, in youthful Armour clad, he ftrove 

To vindicate the facred Rights of Jove. 

Nor thou, commiflion*d in the Rolls of Fate, 

To Cvell the Olpries of the Latian State, jp 

V. II. Ho*wfi/ten\d] The Pp^ts feign, Amfhhn played {pfw^fi^ 
upon the lyre, that the Stones aod Rocks djinced into Walls ai^d 
built the City al'terwards called Tb^hes. , 

V. 15. When Axh;ii\nu'\ He was the Father q{ PaUmoth mi 
Httfband of Jno : but being feized with Lunacy thro' t^e M^hq^ 
oijunoy pur-Aied his Childre.i with his Bow and Arrows. Whetc» 
upon tlie wretched Mother Reaped into the Sea with one of W 
Sons. 

V. 29. N€tr th$u commifftoit^d\ Vitgil and Lucan gave the Prjecediqnt 
of this fUlfome and aUnoft impious f lattery» in Coinplinien^^ tQ 
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By wild Ambition led away, refign 
' The Roman Helm to feebler Hands than tWqp. 
"What tho' the Stars contract their liquid Sp^ce, 
Well-pleas'd to yield thee a ferener Place ; 
Tho* Ph^ebu^y confcious of fupcrior Blajje, |jj| ' 

Would intermix with thine his friendly Rays j 
Apd Jove bis wide-extended Empire fl^are. 
Content to rule ^n equal Tradt of Air 5 
Yet may thy People's Wilhes thee Retain, 
And Jove enjoy an undivided Reign. - ^igj 

The time will come^ when a diviner Flamp 
Sh^U prompt me to refound thy ripen* d Flanii^^ 
Mean while permit my Mufe to feek Renovfa 
In ^beban Wars, a Prelude to thy own. 
She fings of SquIs difcprdant e'en in Dqath» ^i^ 

And Hate, that fled not with the viul Brcatji | 
A Throne, for which the vengeful p^tes decreed, 
l*wo Rival-Kings by mutual Arms Ibpuld WeecJ, 
And fcepter'd Chiefs ; who long, unbury*4 l^y» 
To Birds and Beafts an undiftinguiih'd Prey ; ^0 

When Tiixcf?^ Source was ftain'd with kindred CjQFC» 
^jjd Thetis from the Blood-impurpled Shore 
Beheld ffmcnps roll a mingled Heap 
Of Arms and Warriors to the frighted Deep, 
What firft, O Clio^ fhall adorn thy Page, 55 

Th* expiring Prophet, or ^toliari% Rage ? 
Say, wilt thou fing, bow grim with hoftilc Blood, 
Hiffomi^don r^peird the ruftiing Flood 5 

4H?P^ ^^^ ^"^^* ' ^^^ ^ Res^er will dii^fe widi ro^y \xx^ 
ioioiiie the PafTages» as they would fwell the Compafs of theiQ 
Note» bieyond what was intended. -— — S^t Georgics, Lih. I. ^ 
Fhnrtalia, /./^. J- ' 

B % Lament 
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Larpcnt th* Arcadian Youth's untimely Fate, 

Or 7^v^,oppos*d by Capaneus^ relate ? 60 

Now Oedipus^ inur'd to deepeft Night, 
No more in Sighs bewails the Lofs of Sight ; 
And tho* the Rays of Phabus ne'er invade 
His dark Abode, or pierce th' eternal Shade, 
Yet Confcience haunts him with reflefting Glafs, 65 
Thro' which his Sins, too well diftinguifh'd, pafs. 
. Their Torches o'er his Head the Furies rear. 
And Threats and harih Reproaches grate his Ean 
Now to th' unpitying Ruler of the Skies 
He lifts the gloomy Sockets of his Eyes, 7^ 

Then ftrikes the gaping Void with impious Hands, 
And thus aloud infernal Aid demands. 
Yc Gods, who Sway m Tartarus maintain. 
Where guilty Spirits howl with endlefs Pain ; 
Thou Styx^ whofe gloomy Banks, and Ihady Lake 75 
A fad Impreffion on my Senfes make. 
Tifiphofiey on whofe repeated Name 
Tve dwelt, if Oedipus Attention claim. 
Oh ! lend an Ear, and from the Realms below 
Accord my Wiflies, and affift my Vow. 80 

If from my Sire mif deem'd I took my Way 
To Cyrrha\ Fane on that important Day, 

V. 61, Nonjj Oedipus] This is an extremely fine PafTage : the 
latter Part of it alludes to the following Verfe in Euripides» 

aJt*» yat;, xvrai wXuffiov ^(UOieov^i yi,jv, OreHes, V. 22C. 
y; 71. Then ftrikes] I have rendered Inane Solum by Gaping Void 
as it IS i'p )ken of the Sockets of his Eyes, Gronovius and Mr. Pop^ 
have tak.jn it ir the faaie Senfe, in Oppofition to the 0pinion of 
Bernarti^s aiiU Ban lay. 

When 
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When Laius bled beneath thefe impious Hands^ 
. Where the three Paths divide the Pbocian Lands : 
If feconde^ by thee, I durft chaftize 85 

Th' infidious 4S^/iwr, and gain'd the glittVing Prize % 
Or by thy fav'ring Torch condu6bed, ftrove 
To meet with equal Fires Jocajia^s Love. 
If ftudious of thy Caufe, | now prepare 
• Two Sons, whofe riling Merits claim thy Care > 90 

And, too impatient of the vital Light, 
Forced from thefe ftrcaming Orbs the Balls of Sight : 
Attend, and aid the Vengeance I requeil ; 
If worthy thee, and what thou would'ft iuggeft. 
My Sons (if Sons they art) their Sire difown, 95 

Spoird of his Eyes, and driven from his Throne s 
And, while a guidelefs, hclpkfs Wretch I roanni. 
Deride my Groans in pamp'ring Eafe at Home. 

V. dr. If fnonded hy thti\ TJie curious Reader ma^ fee tke 
Spbynxs Riddle in Greek j prefixed to the Oedipus TyrannMS OtSopboeUs^ 
John/on^ s Edition, Volume t. 

V. 95. % Sons] The Oedipus of Sophocles complains in like Maa^ 
lier of his Son's Cruelty, and wifhes them a iimilar Punifliment. 

'AVOi c» ^10% a- ft fA^Tt T^v viVfuyiinf 
*'£p»ir lUkreeaQiatiOLVy U y%yuin TiXo^ 
Av^roAT y^vMTo xnc^i ni^ ^^^ vip»* 
*^Hf 9Vf ixo*x»i, uavrotvatfyrrai ^opv. 

MtUtuPf vr ar u^ikfiXv^aq wcXif 
*EX&o» WOT «JS»,', otyi ro» fwoart if/i 

A^Tori» iTTi/x^Sut, iea|««»p;^^»r^«y«f. V« 434« 

There is no Charader in the Drama aiore deferving of oar Pity, thaa 
diat of Oedipus. His Sins were chiefly involuntary : The Gods 
leem to have levelled ail their Vengeance at him. This dreadful 
Imprecation, hpwpver, againft his own Children blackens his Cha^ 
xaaer, and cefuces aII the AxgumcntSt which Compaffion can fug- 
ffs& in hu PavDur^ 

B 3 Such 
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6uch IS their Pity, fucK their filial Love* 
Andyit inaftivc fleep the Bolt;s of Jdve i tdo 

^hen be the Place of Jove by thee fupply'd^ 
To ch^ctk their Infults, and reward their Pride 5 
Let them fome laftihg Stfoke of Veiigearice mourn. 
Which may p xtend to Ages yet unborn : 
Give them the Crown^ which fte^p'd in recent Gore, 105 
Fitom the cleft Tempka of my Sire I tore^ 
Go then, diffolve the ficred Bonds of Peacc^ 
Bid Difcdrd Hfe^ and Love fraternal ceafe : 
Urge them to dare, what may to lateft Times 
Tranfmit their Guilr^ fome yet un-afted -Crimes, i lo 
Soon thourt experience (do but lead the Way) 
Their htadftfong Wills* impatient of Delay, 
, And in the Out-lines of their Tempers find 
The trueft Portrait of their Father^s Mind. 
The lift'ning Fury now prepares to rife, 1 1 /j 

And towards the fupplidnt Wretch dircfts her Eyes* 
bn fad Cocytos' Banks (he fate reclih^d* 
And to th^ Bre^ie her flowing Locks refign'd. 
Her Snakes, unbound, along the Margin glide. 
Sport on the Waves, or laih the fulph*ry Tide. 120 

From thence fhe fprings 5 not fsvifter Light'nings fly^ 
Or falling Stars, that cleave the mid- way ^ky* 
The Phantoms ken her, as Ihe foars in Air, 
And to the diftant Shafdes in haft^ repair. 

Vfc 124. And^ti] Spencer fcems to have alloded to this Thought in 
Ui Faify ^eenj 6. 6. Canto 6. Staxuca^ 

Echidna is a Mohfler. direful dread^ 
Whom Gods do hate^ and Hcav*iis abhor to fee ; 
So hideous is her Shape» fo hug s^ her Head, 1 ^ 
T^ t^tn ihd h^ilifh Fiends afirighted Be, I 
At 6ighi thereof^ and from her Prefence flee* 3 

Thro' 
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Thro* dreary Realms^ and Pikia's wide Domains 1%$ 
She roams, and foon th* infernal Manfwn gains. 
The Day beheld hcc dire Approach^ and fluowdl 
Her fick'ning Glories in encircling Clouds^ 
E'en Atlas laboured with unwonted Fears, 
Arid (hook beneath the Burden of the Spheres* 13O 
From Maka's humble Vale flie rofe in flight. 
And fped to Theies^ the Monfter*s chief Delight» 
Not Hell itfelf, nor the TartifreM Goaft 
An equal Share of her Eftdem can boaft. 
A huhdred Serpents on her Vifage glare 135 

With hoftid Scales^ and tmogle with her Hair : 
Her Eyes, intrench'd within her briftling Head» 
By Fits, a livid, fainty Splendor flicd. 
Thus Cynthia hlufhts thro* the Mid-night Shade, . 
When magic Charms her labVing Beams invade. 140 
Her bloated Skin with gathered Venbni teems. 
And her foul Mouth exhales fulphureous Steams* 
Dileafe and Death's annihilating Force 
From hence, as Ihe commiflions, bend their Courlc.' 
Some ftiffen'd Rags were o'er her Shoulders thrown, .145 
, And the dire Monfter by her Drefs was known. 
A crefted Serpent arm*d h^r better Hand, 
And in the left (he tofs'd a flaming Brand. 
When now Ihe fl:ood where craggy Cliffs arife. 
And proud Citb^eron threats the neighboring Skies, 150 
Rarfg'd on her Head, the fcaly Monflers glare. 
And hifs, entwin'd in her envenomed Hair. 
A Signal to the Earth, the Shores refound, 
AAd Gri^e from far returns the deaf ning Sound. 

i. it3. J Signat\ This beaatifbl Parage is imdoat>teidl7 iuiili^ted 
licA fiffiU iEiieid : Lib. 7. Vcrfe ^Wt 

At 

B-4. 
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^hc diftant Summons fam*d Parnajfus took, 155 

And old Eurotas from it's Summit Ihook : 
Huge Oite nods, half funk with all her Pines, ' 

And IJihmos fcarcc the parted Waves difjoins 5 
While ftarting at the (hock, Leucotboe prcfs'd 
The young PaUmon clofer to her Breaft- 1 60 

The Fury to the Palace now had conde. 
And fhaded with her Wings the fplendid Dome^ 
When here and there each furious Brother flies. 
And Rage the Place of mutual Love fupplies i 
While Jealoufy and Hate-ingend*ring Fears ' 165 
iFlame in their.Breafts^ and haunt their credulous Ears* 
' Their rcftlefe Minds then wild Ambition fires 
To break the League^ and deadly Wrath infpires. 

At 6ea — 

Paftorale canit figilom cornuque r^cm^d 
Tartaream intendit vocetn : qua protinusomntf 
Contremuit nemus, & filvae intonuere 'profundae, 
Audiit & Trivia longe Lacus, audiit amnis 
Sulfurei Nar albus aqua, fontesqiie Velini : 
Et trepidae matres preiTere ad peftora natos. 

Wko copied it from Jpollonius 'Rhodius^ Argon. L. 4. V. 1 29^ 
iltdnf 9roTa|xo»o, jcj aaitirov h»yji¥ aXo^df. 

(bq clTiQXiipotfAivoq vrorafd,» JctTicdono^ Apa^tu^ 

AujxoTu y ii»ypovlo Xfixw'^e?, a/x^» ^« «*«»»•» 

TKis Stroke of Nature is tender and aFeding to the iaft Hegreei 
Othefs . would have been fatisfied to have mentioned the Effefts 
6f this dreadful Blaft upon the Woods and Mountains. Firgil knew* 
that this CirCutoftancfe of the Mother's catching their Infants to 
theil Breafts wculd^ more touch and intcreft his Readers, than all 
|the 6Ui#r f6mpo\iB Images, great as they are, fFarton's VirgiU 

Their 
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Their haughty Souls fuperior Pow'r difown. 
And fcorn th* alternate bpkndors of a Crown. 170 
Such Difcord rifes from divided Sway, 
.When each will rule, and neither will obey. 
As two young Steers, when firft compell'd to bow 
Their ftubborn Necks, and trail the galling Plow, 
Frifk here and there, impatient of the Toil, 175 

And fpread Diforder o'er the furrowy^Soil, 
Thus Difcord arms the Brothers in her Caufe, 
And urges them to cancel Nature's Laws4 
Firft they decreed, that each in Turn fhould wear 
The Diadem in his fucceffive Yean 180 

tJnhappy Youths,' no longer doom'd to prove 
The Joys of Friendfhip, and fraternal Love ! 
"While that in Exile mourns his prefent State, 
'This dreads, alas 1 the fame impending Fate, 
Nor long this League withheld their impious Hands, ttg 
From executing Difcord's dire Commands : 
But ere one Year was clos'd, they both gave way 
To fierce Contention, and Defire of Sway. 
Yet then no Gates of Iv'ry did unfold 
The Palace, beaming with Barbaric Gold, i^ 

No polifh'd Arches, fram'd oi Parian Stone, 
Beneath th' incumbent Dome in Qrder fhone. 
No Guards, reclining on erefted Spears, 
EflayM to chace the fleeplefs Tyrant's Fears. 
Nor curiousf Gems, inlaid with Art divine, 155 

Flam'd on the Brim, and fparkled in the Wine, 
Meer Luft of*Pow*r the Rival -Brothers arms. 
And fills a narrow Realm with War's Alarms. 
But while their Claims yet undetermined ftand. 
And none enjoys in Peace fupreme Command \ 200 

Lair 
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Law gives a Sanftion to injurious Might, 

Aftd Pow'r is hallow'd with the Name of Right. 

Say, Rivals, why ye rulh to mutual Death, 

And why fo lavifh of your vital Breath ? 

Not all th* united Realms, which Sol fdrveys, 205 

Adorn'd with orient, or declining Rays, 

When to the South he bends his rapid Courfe, 

Or the bleak North enjoys his temp'rate Force. 

Not all the Wealth that fertile Tyre can boaft. 

Nor all that glitters on the Phrygian Coaft, a 10 

Could ckim flich Deeds, or merit fuch Regard, 

Vsftrt all thofe Realms the Conqueror's Reward. 

Meaii while the Lots for the firft Year were thrown. 

And proud Eteocks afcends the Throne. 

How grateful then^ O Tyrant, was the Day, 215 

When all arouhd were fubjed to thy Sway ! 

Hdw ipleas'd, without Contention to devour 

The wifh'd-for Sweets of undivided PowV ! 

And now the difaffefted Thebans vent 
In whifper'd Tales their growing Difcootent. 220 

To th' abfent Prince in fecret they adhere. 
Aria curfe the flow Progrcflion of the Year. 
Then one, by Nature ready to complainj^ 
Alike diflatisfyM.with every Reign, 
Well taught to feel rebellious Fa6tion's Flame, 225 
And brand with Calumny the royal Name, 
ExclaSm'd aloud.— Shall then the TMaii State 
Feel each ViciflitUdc bf cruel Fate; 
Still muft our flavifh Necks with Patience bear 
Th* alternate Yoke of each tyt-annic Heir ? .430 
Who now reverfc ouf Fatfei, dit'ide thi^ Lahd, 
And Hold inferior Fortuhe at Command< 

I For 
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For e'er IBall Thebes her fad Condition mourn. 

And dread each exil'd Tyrant's quick Return ? 

Is this'thy fixt Decree, Almighty Jove^ 235 

Is this a Proof of thy paternal Love ? 

Was this a Curfe entail'd upon our Race ? 

Say, from what Time the Omen we may trace ? 

When Cadmus fought his Sifter on thd Main, 

Sow*d with the Serpent's Teeth the fertile Plaini 140 

And, forc'd on fair Bj?otia*s Soil by Fate, 

Laid the Foundation of the Thehan State ? 

See, how elate with Pride our King appears. 

Free from Competitors, and void of Fears ! 

What threatening Looks he wears, as if again 245 

He fcorn'd to yield his temporary Reign. 

Yet none before was eafier of Accefs, , 

More afFablej or prone to gi^e Redrefi. 

Nor wonder we. — -^He was not then alone^ 

Nor without Dread of a divided Throne. ^56 

While we ftand here, a patient fervile Band, 

Prepared to aft, whatever our Lords command. 

As when two Winds contend with adverfe Force, 

And influence by Turns the Veflcrs Courfe, 

On this Side now, obfequious to the Blaft, ts$ 

Now there ihe nods; and ftill obeys the lait:. 



V. 253. js *wheny It has bceh obfeived of Statius, that he fliines 
particularly in Deicriptions and Similies ; and I will venture to 
iay, this is not the worft of the latter in the whole Work. MeM^r 
nutat Fortuna carinc^y is a fine fixpreflion, and its Spirit unattainable 
in En^ijb Verfe. However, if Similies are any where unreafon-, 
able^ they certainly are in Speeches, and efpecially thofe delivered 
with ^ny Warmth. I have {omewhere feen Virgil cenfured for put* 
^ng fo xnany Similies in JSmcm^b Mouth, dunpg th« Narration of 
tih Adventiiics to Didi»* 



Thus 
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Thus fares our State, between the doubtful Sway 

Of either Prince, unknowing which t*obey. 

Diftradled, tortur'd with Sufpenfe fhe ftands. 

While this repeats his Threats, and that commands. 260 

Mean while the King of Heav'n, imperial Jove^ 

Convenes a Synod of the PowVs above; 

Full in the midft, enthroned, the ThundVcr fate, 

Sublioie in all the Pomp of regal State. 

Beneath his piercing Eye, in full Survey, %^$ 

The fpacious Earth, and Seas contrafted layJ 

His Brow was void of Frowns, ferene his Look, 

Yet at his Nod the whole Creation Ihook- 

jTheir heav'nly King the rifmg Senate greet. 

And at his Wprd refumc their ftarry Seat. 270 

Inferior Gods from ev'ry Quarter come. 

By Rank diftinguifli'd in the ftarry Dome. 

None abfent were of all, whofe Force can bind. 

Or on the Deep difcharge the furious Wind. 

No rofy Dryad of the Ibady Wood, 275 

Nor azure Sifter of the chryftal Flood. 

But here, obedient to their Sovereign's Will, 

The Winds are filent, and the Waves lie ftilL 

V. 261. Meaniubile] This Defcription is every Way fuitablc to 
thofe refined Ideas oor Author had of the fupremc Being. The 
Images are as grand as the human Mind can conceive, or Fancy 
reprefcnt of fuch an AfTembly ; and the Harangue of Jo've does not 
baulk the great Expe^lations the preceding Defcription has raifed 
ofhim. 

■ Graved immutahiUfaiUiis 

Pondus adeft i/erhis^ 6f 'uocem fata /equufUur» 

IS not more fublime than concife and exprei&ve : the Senfe of which 
an Italian or French Poet would have fcarce cDmprized in fix or eight 
Verfes. I ftiould want common Juftice, if I denjr'd Mr. Pafe the 
Traife fo juftly deferved from the Tranflation of this Paffage, v^icb 
the Reader may compare with the Beginning of tiie tcjktlk jEneia\ 

Thro* 
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Thro' Hcav'n*s Expanfe a gathering Horror rolls 
And hugt Olympfus trembles to the Poles, tto 

With Rays ferene the >¥reathed Pillars glare. 
And a new Luftre gilds the Fields of Air. 
Its Tremors now the Globe began to ceafe. 
And Nature lay refign*d to downy Peace •, 
When thus the Thund'rer fpoke : aflcnting Fate 285 
On evVy Accent ftamp'd refiftlefs Weight. 
Say, muft I ftill of human Crimes complain. 
And muft the Thund*rer*s Bolts be hurl'd in vain ? 
Why fcek they thus my tardy Wrath to prove. 
And fcorn my profFer*d Clemency and Love ? 290 

While yet the Cyclops ply their Arms no more. 
And -/£/»tf weeps for her exhaiifted Store. . 
For this I fuffei^d head-ftrdng Phaeton 
To mount the Car of the relu£kant Sun ; 
And Neptune bad th* imprifon'd Waters flow, 295 

And Hills and Vales no more Diftin6lion know : 
But all in vain ; our Vengeance they defy, 
Andtrijimph o*er the Ruler of the Sky. 
To punifh thefe, I leave the Realms above, 
A Race defcended from Imperial Jove : 300 

With Perfeus Argof Sons Alliance claim. 
From Cadmus Thebes derives immortal Fame. 
Who has not heard of wretched Cadmus^ Fate, 
And the long Labours of the ^hehan State ? 
When from the filent Regions of the Night, 305 

The Furies fpr?fng, and f ufh'd to mortal Fight. 
Why fhould I publilh the fierce Mother's Shame, 
And Deeds, the Pow'rs of Heav'n would blufh to name ? 
Before I cou'd recount their numerous Crimes 
From Qadmus" Days unto the prefent Times, 3 lo 

Pb^hs 
i ' ' 
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Pbcehus wou'd iccjc the Ch^mbiers of the Main, 

^d rife to gild the Gl9urt^ qf Heaven again. 

Say, without Horrpr c?in the T^Je be read 

Of Laius flain, ^qd his diftotfaur'd Bed ? 

Dire Monfter ! grft to caufc feis. F?ther> I^?ith ] 315 

Then ftain the Wp.rnb, from whence he drqw his Breath, 

Xf t th* iingry Poyv'rs he fetbifics y^ith Qrp^s, . 

And Gloom etierna^ for his ^i^s ^tone^. 

No more he Ijreathgs ^t l^rge ovir upper Air, 

But feeds ^ W<V^s of Cgofgience ^ith Qqi^ain 320 

Yet fay, ^h*t Fury fiQu'd his Soi\s iflfpir^ 

Tbijs to torHiier\t tjheir old, unhappy Sir? j 

To trample pn Jxis Ey^s with impiovis ¥^tt^ 

And hurl him J^^ddio^g ^^PW^ th^ reg^l %at? 

Then let us pity hjrp j wr Jjet in vain 3a5 

The wretched I^ng of g]ial R^ QompJ jtUi j 

Ilence fhalj,^ be my Bus^wis 1:9 ncdr^fs 

HisWrojjgs, a^oroiyaWs Wifces wiriiSMC<;c6. 

The Day Ihall qcnne, wh^n Difcord from afar 

Shall give whole Nations to the Wafte of War; 330 

When the wl^ole guilty Race in Fight ll^all iall. 

And one incircling Ruin fwallow all. 

^drajius fhall in dire Alliance join 

With Heaven, gnd cpmpleat the Fate's iDefign* 

Nor let prqud Argos triumph : 'Tis decreed, 335 

That fhe amid the general Carnage bleed : 

The Craft of sr^w/tfkf, and impious Feafl: 

Yet wake my Vengeance, and inflame my Brcaft» 

Then JunOj impotent of PaiEon, broke 

Her fuU^n Silence, and with Fury fpoke, 340 

V. ^'^g. Then Juno] Tht Juno in Statius is tji/e fame ^vith.that ot 
like Iliad and v^neid* Her fummum bonum is of the oegadve Kind, 

and 



^oo^L STATIUS's THEBAIP, 15 

Why urge me thus f Deeds of martial T^si^ 

Shall Juno ftill m mortal Strife engage ? 

TI^ou know'ft, no Mortals merit more my QraCie^ 

Than JrgoSj and the fam*d Inackian Race, 

By me for e'er enrich'd, and taught to wield 34s 

With fvire Sucqefs the Weapons of the Field. 

Tho* there thy Wiles, and prpvidcntial Care 

Overcame the Keeper gf tjte Pbarhn Fair, 

And the fam*d Arrive was 4ct>auch'd of xJd, 

Too fond, alas! 9if ^j[-bewit;ching Gold. 359 

Yet thefe obfcurcr Crirnes \ could forgiw, 

Did not pro(ud ^k^ef my ftifled Ire revive ; 

Where Jqye in all hi3 dazling Glory ftione. 

And hurl'd the Bolts to Juno due alone'. 

Let punijlh'd fHhcs abiblve th' injurious Deed, 355 

Nor both beneath divided Vengeance blec^. , 

But if, tenacious of thy Right d^vii^, 

'Jf^ul't tfewart my W^ll, and fruftrate my Defign,^ 

Defcend frgm H?av'n, fulfil thy ftcrn Defiir, 

Raze Samos^ wra^p M^cm^sh Walls in Fire, j^^ 

The guiltl^^ Spartan Race ^t once confound. 

And their fair Structures level with the Gn)uod, 

flind confifts chiejly in tbe Qrajtificatipn tf a ^oatra^idii^g and ppr* 
verfe Temper, Sne has always fomc Favourites to ihdtcr from the 
juil Vengeaqpe of Jtve^ and ker Lotreades for Pardon» or Incite* 
ments to Punifhi^nr juc^ tl^ £i{i^s qf the blind/eft P^^iaUty, or 
mofl inveterate' Prejudice. She will vLo% permit 4r^ps to partake of 
the Puniihment.of Tkehs^ but hurries Jupiter on to put his TKreats 
i^ Jfjcecution againft ^ lattery ^if^ \ii been an Eyc-witnesft rf 
his Adultery. 

V. 353. IVbere Jove] The afpiring Semele would admit the Em- 
b^jss ^ Jj^U^:On M other QpncU^, than his coniing to her 



enord^ wi^ Jm^ and Lig^nlng, ^ he was wont to JuifQ^ 
.Thp unfgrtj^igt^Jgi^ fu|C««i4^.i4 fewWUbw, b»t periftcd in the 

With 
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-With Inccnfe why (hould Juno^s Altars blaze. 

And joyful Paans fwell the Note of Praifc ? 

Transfer to more deferring Ifis^ Fane 565 

The fattened Vidlim, deftin'd to be flain. 

For her in Egypt bid the Timbrel found. 

And Nile from ev'ry Mouth her Praifc rebound» 

But if thou wilt chaftize the prefent Age^ 

And facrifice whole Nations to thy Rage, j 70 

If thou wik trace obliterated Crimes 

From the dark Annals of preceding Times, 

&y, from what Period then it is decreed. 

And to what Times the guilty World Ihall bleed» 

Begin, from whence in many a winding Maze 37^ 

To the Sicilian Str^an) Alfbeu^ ftr^ys i 

There dire Arcadia*^ Swains prefum*d to found 

Thy facred Temple on polluted Ground ; 

Where ftern Oenomau^ Car was wont to ftand. 

And mould'ring Skulls lie fcatter*d on the Sand. ^%q 

Since fuch Oblations pleafe, fince patient Jove 

Yet courts the Shades of J4a*s gujlty Grove, 

And favours Crete^ whofe impious Sons prefume 

To fhew the King of Heav'n's fiftitious Tomb 5 

In Argos let thy Spoufe unenvy'd reign,. 385 

And (hare the myftic Honours of the Fane : 

Nor wafte in Fight a Race derived from Jove^ 

A Race, whofe Merits clajm paternal Love. 

Let more detefted Realms in Wars engage^ 

And feel the fad EfFefts of filial Rage. «90 

V. 379. Where ftern Oenomaus*] Oenpmoffs was VsLti^e^ of Hi^poifame^ 
His Daughter was promii'ed in Marnage to any oi|e who ihould ex- 
cel him in a C)ianot-Race ; but the lofs of Vidory was to be at-» 
tended with immediate Death. The Skulls heve mentioned, were 
thofe 9f the eleven Suitors, who had faile4 in ;he At^emptt 

Th«* 



I,| BoDK I. STATIUS^s THEBAID. if 

Thus ftrovc in vain th* indignant Queen of Air, 
And blended in her Speech Reproach and Prayer ; 

55 \ Unmov'd remains the Ruler of the Skies, 

And thus with Calmnefs from his Throne replies. 
*Twas thus I deem'd the Queen of HeaVn would plead, 
"Whene'er the Fate of jirgos was decreed : 
Nor lefs might Bacchus thwart the Will of Fate, 

^O Bacchus^ the Guardian of the ThebanStsxt^ 

But he not dares the lifted Bolt to ftay, 
• Reveres our Pow*r and gives the Vengeance Way. 400 
For by thy Waves, tremendous Styx I that flow 
Thro' the drear Realms of gliding Ghofts below, 
. Not all the Gods, who reign in Heav'n above. 
Shall change this fixt Decree, or influence Jove. 
Thus have I fworn, and what I fwear, fhall ftand, 405 
That none but Jove fhall exercife Command. 
Hafl:e then, my Son, our Orders to perform. 
Mount the fleet Wind, and ride the rapid Storm, 
- To Pluto's Realms with willing Halle repair. 
And fummon Laius to the Fields of Air, 419 

Whofe fhiv'ring GJiofl: with lifted Hands implores 
A fpeedy Paflage to the farther Shores. 



V. 401. For by thy leaves] This was the moft cqftora^ Oath 
among the Gods, and the greatell they could take ; whatever hid 
•l^t^ined the Sandliop of it, was efteemed inviolable. 

' Sfygii per Jtumina fratrh^ 

Per pice torrentcs^ atraque ^oragim ripeuj 
Annuity ^0. JO. r« 1 3. 

And again, 

Adjwro Sty git caput implacabile fontis^ 

Una fuperftitio fuperis qua reddita di*vif. Lib. I a. r. 8 16. 

V. 411. Whofe Jbiv^ringl The Souls of the de«eafcd wandered a 
Vol. I. C bttndr^A 
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J^ct his proad Grandfon, taught by him,^difown 

The mutual Compaft, nor refign the Crown 

To banifh'd P^/y»/Vfi, who relies 415 

On TydeuSj and his Argive Sire's Supplies. 

From hence (hall fpring the Seeds of mutual Hate, . 

Tfie reft (hall follow in the Courfe of Fate. 

Swift as the Word, the fprightly Son of May 

Prepares th' Almighty's Orders to obey. 42a 



fcundred Years, before they were admitted to pafs the River Styx, 
Firgil introduces fome departed Souls in the fame State as Laims, 

Stahant orantes primi tran/mttere curfum^ 

Tendehantque tnanus ripa uUerioris amon. Mvl. 6. v, 315. 

V. 419. S'wifl as the Word\ This Defcription of Mercury is imi- 
tated ixom'VirgtV% in the fourth ^neid, v. ^rjS, 

— Illepatrismagniparereparabat 
Imperio : et primum pedibus takria neftit 
Aurea quse fubliqaem alis> five aequora fupra. 
Sen terram, rapido pariter cum fl amine portant. 
.Turn viigam capit: hac animas illeevocat orca 
PallenteSy alias fub tridia Tartara mittit, 
Datfomnos adimitque & luminamorte reiignat. 

Who took it from Horner^ iKad,. Lib. 24. Verfe 339. 

*n« t^aXyS^ aiitl^rtffi ^leiziopoq 'Afya^otJij?. 

'Af^QpoTta, ^pvana, rci fnif ^Ipof i^tv 1^' Jypijr, 
*H^* 8ff UTrupcvoc yxTocr, u^mc lemii mifjuoio* 
E^^s1o Ji ^dQov rri r dy^pm of/ifAulec dcAy» 

Tajo has likewlfe improved it with many additional Images in his 
Defcription of the Angel Gabriel^ Gierus : Lib. Canto i.Stana» 13, 

Cofi parl6gll, e Gabriels* accinfc 
Veloce ad cffequir V impofte cofe. 
' La fua forma invifibil d* aria cinij?, 
Ejl al fenfo mortal la fottopofe. 
Umane membra, afpetto uman finfe : 
Ma di celede maeila il com]5ofe, 
Ti'a giovafte, e fancittllo eta confine 
Pxefe, & omd di raggi il biondo criaer 
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The glitt'ring Sandals to his Feet applies. 

And to his Heels the well-trim*d Pinion ties. 

His Hat's wide-fprcad Circumference confines 

The ftarry Radiance, that around him fhincs. 

He grafps the Wand, which draws from hollow Graves^ 

Or drives the trembling Shades to Stygian Waves \ 

With magic Power feals the watchful Eye 

in Slumbers foft, or caufes Sleep to fly. 

From the vaft Height with fwift Defcent he Iprings ; 

(A flendcr Gale fupports his fteady Wings) 43a . 

Then thro* th' etherial Void confpicuous flew. 

And a long Trail of Light behind him drew. 

Mean while from Thebej! the banilh'd Hero roves 

Thro' barren Trafts,' and wide Aonian Groves \ 



A\\ bhinche velll) c' han d* or le cime . 
^ In&ticabilmente agili» e prefte : 
Fende i vend, e le nubi, e va fubUme 
Sovra la terra, e fovra 11 mar con quefle : 

Thefc are all inferior to Milton'^ DeTcription of the Adgel ItapbaeK 
— ^ Six Wings he wore, to (hade 
His Lineaments divine j the Pair that clad 
Each Shoulder broad, came mantling oW his Breaft 
With regal Ornament | the middle Pair 
Girt like a ftarry Zone, his Waift and round 
Skirted his Loins and Thighs, with downy Gold, 
And Colours dip'd in Heav'n : the thiid his Feet 
Shadow'd from either Heel with feather'd Mail, 
Sky-tin£lay*d Grain : like Maias Son he fto^nl 
And (hook his Plumes, that heav'nly Fragrance filPd 
The Circuit wide. Par. Loft, B. j* 

V. ^33. Mean ivhihl The Art of charafierizing is perhaps Itfir 
imdei^ood. than any. one Branch in the whole Province of Poetry : 
and indeed it ma^ be alledged, that the Qualifications requisite for 
it are acquired with great Difficulty, and can refult only from th« 
moft penetrating Sagacity, joined to an intimate Acquaintance with 
md long Stady of Human Nature. Yonng Poets are apt to defcribe 
Vlan/ ats he ought to be, and not as he is, pever confidering that a 
sompleatly good M^^ is liule lefs than a Monfler. Our Poet hat ' 

C ^ avoidcSl 
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And while the flattering Hopes of diftant Sway 435 
Chear the bleak Horrors of the tedious Way, 
The partial Signs enlarge their heav'nly Space, 
And the Sun fecms to run a double Race : 
His Cares arife with each revolving Ray, 
And Night renews the Labours of the Day- 440 

In Profpect he prevents his future Joy, 
And fnatches at the vifionary Toy, 
Surveys the glitt'ring Tow'rs of Thebes his own. 
Or deals out Juftice, from a fancied Throne- 
Would Fate permit, he*d give an Age away, 445 
And lavi'fh all on one luxurious Day : 
Defpair renews,' now Hope difpells his Gloom, 
And fruklefs Wiflies ail his Joys confume. 
The Prince at length refolvcs to leek for Aid, 
Where Danaus once th' Inacbian Sceptre fw^y'd, ' 450 
From whence th' indignant Sun withdrew his Light, 
And hid the Tyrant*s L rimes in I'udden Night : 
And now, impelled by Furies, Chance or Fate, 
He rufh'd impetuous from the well-known Gate, 
And quits the Caves, where howling Matrons toil, 455 
And ilaughter'd P^«/^^^j fertilized the Soil ; 
Then views from whence Gfharon*s lefs'ning Steep 
Receives its Limits from th' adjoining Deep, 
Or trembling hangs on Scyron^s noted Rock, 
And from afar furveys the wat'ry Shock. 460 . 
> 

«voided this Defecl, and always interf-erTed the manly Conduft of 
his Heroes with fome Spices f.f Folly and Weaknefs ; nay he has 
fom6times fallen into the other Extreme, and painted Men rather 
worle than they really are. 

V. 456. JfiJ Jlaughter^ d\ Pentheus was the Son of 'Echton and 
Agd've ; and torn to Pieces by his Mother and Sifters for dcipifxng 
the Rites of Bacchus, . 

To 
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To Megara the Warrior next repairs, 

Fam'd for the Rape of Nifus' purple Hairs, 

From thence tlie. Straits of Corinth pafles o*er. 

And hears the Billows break on either Shore. 

Now PbaiuSj confcious of exhaufted Light, 465 

Refigns his Empire to fucceeding Night, 

And rifing Cynthia thro* the Realms above 

Her Dew-befpangled Car in Silence drove. 

All Things were hu(h*d : Sleep quits the Fields of Air» 

And fteals upon the watchful Mifer's Care : ' 470 . 

No future Toils alarm his peaceful Breaft, 

Steeped in Oblivion, and confign'd to Reft. 

Yet no red Cloud, edg'd with a golden Ray, 

Foretold the glad Approach of haft'ning Day, 

No faint Refleftion of the Sun invades 475 

The Nighty or glimmers on the lefs'ning Shades : 

From Earth afcending, thicker Vapours roll. 

Form one black Mift, and darken either Pole. 

The Winds arife, and with tumultuous Rage 

The gathering Horrors of the Storm prefage ; 480 

V. 46$. Now Phcfhus] This is an Imitation of that fine Defcrip* 
tion in the fourth Book of FirgiPs uEneid, v. 522. 

Nox erat, & placid um carpebant feffa foporem 
Corpora per terras, filvaeque Sc faeva quierant 
^quof a ; cum medio volvnntur £dera lapfu. 
Cum tacet omni« ager } pecudesy.pidacqae volucres, 
Quseque lactts late liquidos, quseque alpera^ dumis 
• Rora teaent, ibmno pofitse fob no£le iilenti^ 
Lenibant curas» & corda oblita laborum. 
But the Curis inferpit fomnus a<varis is a Circumftance, whicb Virgil 
has not taken notice of, and highry worth our Attention. 

V. A77. From Earth afcending^ The Art of the Poet in working 
up this Defcriptio'n deferves our greateft Applaufe. We are led 
Step by Step from one Degree Of Horror, to another, till all the 
Elements are pttt in Action, and theStoirm is arrived at its gicateft 
Height. 

C 3 And 
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And whilft in Heav'n fuperior Sway they claim. 

Earth labours, and refounds the ftarry t rame. 

But Aufttr (jhiefly checks the breaking Light, 

In Clouds incircled, and renews the Night j 

Then opes the Sluices of the pregnant Sky, 485 

'And bids the Tempeft from each Quarter fly, 

"Which the fierce North, ere finifh'd was its Courfe, 

Congeals to Show'rs of Hail with wond'rous Force. 

The Thunder rolls, with Lightning Aether glows. 

And burfting .Clouds unweary'd Fires difclofe. 490 

Now Nemeay-now Arcadia\ cloud-capt Hilk 

Pour on the Subjedl Vales their murmVing Rills. . 

His Waves in Troops old Inachus fends forth. 

And Eraftnusy rifing to the North.* 

Where late was Duft, unnumbered Billows roar, 495 

And Lerna^ fpews around its liquid Store : 

Nor Art, nor Nature can the War fuftain j 

founds fail, and Damms are interposed in vain. 

Beneath its Force the talleft Oaks give Way, 

And gaping Groves admit a fudden Day ; 50a 

Roots, Leaves apd Boughs are hurry'd o'er the Wood^ 

Float on the Waves, and fwell the loaded Flood, 

Meantinje the Theban views with wond'ring Eyes 

The rocky Ruin, that around him flies : 

Now rural Cots, and Shoep-folds borne away 505 

By the mad Whirlwind's unrelHtcd Sway, , 

Then Show'r-fed Rivers from the Mountain*^ Height 

Strike his quick Ear, and fill his Soul with Fright. 

Yet not more flow, unknowing where ne ftrays. 

The madding Youth thro* dark and tracklefs Ways 51a 

Purfucs his Courfe : Fear follows clofc behind. 

And his ftern Brother's Image haunts his Mind« 

As 
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As fares a Mariner, when Storms arile, 
And clouded Ph^ie quits th' unwilling Skies, 

, Kor Ihin^s the Northern Wain : amid the Strife 515 
Of Heav'n and'Qccan, thoughtful for his Life, 
And doubtful, whether to exped his Death 
I;rom Storms above, or Dangers underneath. 
Starts at the Thunder, which around him rolls. 
Or dreads Dcftruftion from the neighboring Shoals. 5^0 
Not lefs perplexed, the ^beban Warrior roves 
Thro* (hadow'y Thickets, and furrounding Groves. 
In vain the Brambles his huge Shield oppofe, 
His Courage to his Toils fuperior rofe 5 
Till now he views, where from Lariffa^s Brow 525 
The Shelving Walls with Light refledted glow ; 
Thither he polls, and from ProfymncC% Plain 
Surveys the facred Grove, and Juno\ Fane ; 
And on the right fam'd Lerna^s Lake beheld. 
Where fierce Alcides the fierce Hydra quell'd. 5301 

At length he pafsM the. Gates, which open lay. 
And to the royal Dome purfu*d his Way ; 
O'er the cold Marble then his Limbs he threw. 
And fought in Sleep his Vigour to renew. 
Adrajtus o'er fair ArgosSvfOiy maintained, 535 

And long in Peace the hoary Prince had reign'd j 
He drew his Birth on both Sides from above. 
And claim'd Alliance with Almighty Jove. 
Fate would not with a manly Offspring crown 

* His nuptial Bed. Two Daughters heir'd his Throne, 540 

V. 435. Adraftus o*er] The Chara^er and Circumflances of J- 
iraftus have a great Refemblance with thofe of. Latinus. He has no 
StNi, and receives an oracular Injundion conoeming the Marriage 
of Jiiff Danghten. 

C 4 To , 
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To him A'pollo^ monftrous to relate ! 

Difclos'd the Secrets of unerring Fate, 

And faid — — — expeft thy Sons oh Argof Shore, 

A tawoy Lion, and a briftling Boar. 

Long this revolved within his tender Breaft, 545 

Engrofs*d his Thoughts, and broke his nightly Reft» 

Long fage Amphiaraus effay*d in vain 

This feeming Menace of the Gods t' explain. 

At length perceiv'd the PowVs' fuperior Will, 

And Fate oppos'd to his predidting Skill. $^<^ 

Here Tydeus^ by refiftlefs Fortune led. 

From Caledon^s fufpedted Vengeance fled. 

And ftrove, too confcious of his Brother flain. 

His People's LOve by Abfence to regain. 

Long fought the foiling Chief a fafe Retreat 555 

From the rough Storm, till Chance direfts his Feet 

To the fame Place, where, ftretch'd upon the Ground» 

The Theban Warrior a like Shelter found. 

But Difcord, ever fond of human l^lood. 

Forbids the Chiefs to plan each other's Good 5 560 

Nor fuffers them beneath one Roof to (hare 

A common Shelter from th* inclement Air. 

Awhile harfli Words, and mingled Threats delay 

Th' alternate Labours of the bloody Fray : 

J- » 

V. 559. But Di/cord] We are now cntcrin» upon that Part wkich 
bas done Statius fo much Hurt in the Eyes of the Critics» and wheie 
we mull leave him without offering a iingle Word in his Defence. 
He has undoubtedly erred very much in the Choice of riiis Epi- 
fode : not that the Pcice itfelf, detached from the reft of the Poem, 
is 4eititute of Merit, but becaufe it ihonld not have had a Place in 
the Epopoeia, and efpecially at this Jundlure. It is remarkable^ 
that Mr. Fofti has omitted the whole in his Trandation of this £ook : 
in my Opinion, the ftrongeil Proof of its unfeafonable Infartiop. 

Then 
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Then, of their Garments ftrip*d, they both engage, $6^ 

And mutual Blows fucceed to mutual Rage. 

With Youth and Stature flufh'd, the Tbeban glows. 

And on his lowly Rival deals his Blows ; 

But valiant TydeuSy tho* his dwarfilh Size 

Could promifc little to the partial Eyes, 570 

With greater Confidence arofe to fight. 

And Courage that difown*d fuperior Might. 

With fwift repeated Strokes their Hands fly round 

Their Heads and Cheeks ; their crackling Jaws reibund : 

Thick as in War an Iron Tempeft flies, 575 

Or Hail, that quits in rattling Show'rs the Skies. 

Thus, when the Trumpet's clanging Sound proclaims 

The wifli'd Renewal of th* Olympic Games, 

When Clouds of Duft from ev'ry Part afcend. 

And equal Chance fulpends th* impatient Friend, 580 

The difPrent Clamour:^ of the Pit engage 

The lift'ning Rivals, and provoke their Rage, 

While, from afar eiich partial. Mother eyes 

The Conteft:, and foredooms her Son the Prize. 

Thus Hatred, not Defire of Praife provokes 585 

The fprightly Chiefs, and arms their heavy Strokes. 

Their Eyes ftart inward from beneath each Blow, 

And froiT^ their Faces bloody Currents flow. 

How had each vigorous Candidate for Fame 

With flaming Sword renewed his double Claim, 590 

And the proud Tfoeban, ftretch'd beneath the Hand 

Of Tydeusy dy'd with Gore a foreign Strand j 

V. 569. Tht!" his innarfijh ^i%e\ The dwarfiih Size and Stature of 
' fvdeus arc taken notice of alfo by H^mer^ iii Minerv^^i Speedy to 
Piomede. 11. B. 5. V. 800. 

H.oXiyo» ci Viou^9u io*xoT« yt'vara TfWf, 

But 
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But old AdraftuSy who with Cares opprefs'd, 

'Sigh'd for the diftant Joys of balmy Reft, 

With Wonder heard th* unwonted Clamours rife, 595 

And (Jeep-fetch'd Groans, that eccho'd thro* the Skies. 

But when, Jurcra bringing back the Day, 

Thro* the wide opening Gates he took his Way, 

And faw their manly Features rough with Blood, 

And their gaih*d Cheeks emit a Crimfon F Iccc', Tco 

He thus exclaims Say, what provokes your Rage, 

O foreign Youths, and why ye thus engage ? 

(For fure my Subjeds would not dare to ftain 

My Courts with Blood, and Cynthia's Rule prophane) 

Say, is the Day too fcanty, or the Night . 605 

Once facred to Repofe, referv'd for Fight ? 

But come, your Country, Birth, and Names relate, 

Say,v whither bound, and whence this mutual Hate ? 

For fuch high Spirit, and Refen^ment (hows 

A Breaft, that with no common Ardour glows, 601 

And in that Stream of Honour we may trace 

A gen'rous Birth, and more than vulgar Race. 

Scarce had he ^oke, when in -a mingled Din 

The Chiefs abafli*d with mutual Shame, begin : 

Ufelefs are Words, O King, when Wounds dilplay 615 

The bl6ody Labours of this cafual Fray. 



V. 66^. Say^ is the Daj] To fay that this Part of Adraftus^t 
.Condjid is copied from that o( Evander on a fimilar Occaficiiy h to 
tell the Reader what he mufl know already. Both Princes are en- 

faged in performing their annual Vows to the Gods> when the 
traneers arrive in their Territoiies, and both give an Account of 
the Rife of the Solemnities: but if general Obfervations fhould 
fri! of confirming what I have advanced, the Pa/Tages from Virgti^ 
which I Ih^ll quote as they occur, will fuihciently jullify it. 

In 
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In vain they ftrivc, while mutual Scoffs confound 

Their different Accents, and perplex the Sounds 

Till glowing with the Profped of Relief, 

Intrepid tydeus thus imparts his Grief, 6zo 

JFrom fam*d jEtolia's Monfter-bcaring Plains 

I flray'd an Exile, till in your Domains 

The Night my Progrefs checked : and fliall he dare 

Deny me Shelter from th' inclement Air, 

Becaufc he firft obtained a fafe Retreat ^25 

Beneath this Roof, and hofpitable Seat ? 

Shall Man alone, by boafted Reafon led, 

Kcfufe to ftiare with Man the focial Bed, 

When fiercer Cyclops live in mutual Peace, 

And Fights between the (tabled Centaurs ceafc. 6jo 

E*en rav'nirig Brutes defend the common Caufe, 

Nor deviate thus from Nature's facred Laws, 

But why this Flow of Words ? this fatal Morn 

Shall fee my bloody Spoils in Triumph borne, 

.Or fhould my Breaft with equal Vigour glow, • 63 c 

Nor my brifk Blood forget, as erft, to flow. 

This Arm (hall foon difplay my lineal Firc^ 

And prove me worthy my celeftial Sire. 

Nor (hall the Want of martial Hear difgrace 

(The "Tbeban Prince replies) my godlike Race, . 640 

For confcious Pride forbad hin^ yet to^ own 

His wretched Sire, and claim the Tbeban Crown/ 

To them the King. — This caufelefs Strife furceas'd. 

Advance, and with us (hare the folemn Feaft. 



utx, iEneid, B. 8. V. 172. 

Interea facra hsc, ^uando hue veniftis, amici. 
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But firft rcfign your Threats, and Rage of Blood 645 

To mutual Love, and Cares of mutual Good j 

And let your Hands, in facred Union joined, 

Attcft the fixt Intentions of the Mind. 

For fome myftcrious Caufe was this decreed. 

Nor are the Gods, unconfcious of the Deed. 650 

Perhaps, when Length of Time has feal'd the Vow, 

And your firm Hearts with holy Friendlhip glow, 

"With Joy you may review the bloody Fray, 

Nor blufli to trace this e'er aufpicious Day. 

Thus Jov^s Decree, unconfcious, he forelhows 5 655 

The Sequel far tranfcends his warmeft Vows : 

For Pylades was not more known to Fame, 

Nor ThefeuSy burning with an equal Flame, 

Tho^ to redeem his bold Companion loft. 

He brav'd the Dangers of the Stygian Coaft. 660 

At length, the Chiefs to Reafon yield the Sway, * 

And the fage Diftates of the King obey : 

An Air of mutual Friendftiip they aflume. 

And enter. Hand in Hand, the fpacious Room. 



Annua, quae difFerre nefas, celebrate faventes 
Nobifcuniy k jam nunc fociorum afTuefcite meniis. 

V. 657. For Pylades] The Friendfliip of Pylades and Oreftes was 
fo firongy that when Oreftes was fent for to be put to Death, Pyladu 
faid he was Oreftes to preferve his Friend, and Oreftes (as the Truth 
was) avouched himfelf to be the Man, that his Friend might not 
for his fake lofe his Life, whence their Names are made a Proverb, 
to iignify unfeigned Friends. 

V. 569. Tho* to redeem"] The Companion of Thefeus was Pirithous^ 
who going to Hell in quell of Pro/erpine^ whom he had vowed to 
enjoy, was (lain by Cerberus, Thefeus^ milling his Comrade, and 
concluding where he was gone, repaired to the infernal Regions 
likewife, but was t^ken Pnfoner by the lame Monfter, and detained 
in Chains, till Hercules came and delivered him. 

Thus 
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Thus when the Ruler of the ftormy Main 665 

Is pleas'd the Tcmpeft's Fury to reftrain. 

The Winds, abating, fmoothc the Vcflers Courfe, 

And on the flack*ning Sails exhauft their Force. 

Here firft the Monarch, fix'd in deep Amaze, 

The Drcfs and Arms of either Gueft furveys. 6y^ 

A Lion's tawny Hide the Theban wore 

(Such graced the godlike Hercules of yore. 

Ere Nemeah Boaft refign'd his fliaggy Spoils, 

To deck his Shoulders, and reward Jiis Toils) 

Th' JEtolian Monfter's Pride young Tydeus bears, 675 

Horrid with Tufks, and rough with briftling Hairs. 

The hoary Chief, ailonifh'd to behold 

Th' Events, by Phoebus* Oracles foretold. 

Acknowledges with Joy the Voice of Heav'n, 

And Anfwers, from the vocal Cavern giv'n, "68a 

Then to the Skies he lifts his grateful Hands, 

And thus the future Aid of Night demands, 

(While thro' each Vein myfterious Tranfports roll. 

And awful Pleafure thrills thro' all his Soul.) 

O gloomy Queen of Shades, whofe ebon Throne 6%^ 

The fparkling Gems of Heav'n in Order crown. 

Beneath whofe Reign indulgent Sleep repairs 

The bufy World, and buries mortal Cares, 

Till rifing Sol wzrvns India's fragrant jSoil, 

And with his Rays renews our daily Toil ; 6^0 

Whofe Aid alone could free the doubtful Way, 

And the dark Fates difclofe to fudden Day; 

O fpeed my Caufe, nor let me itill connplain 

Of lying Oracles, and Omens vain ; 

So fhall our Sons renew thefe Rites divine 695 

For Ages hence at this thy honoured Shrine,' 

And 
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And while the Prfcfts thy facred Name invoke. 
Black Sheep culFd out, (hall fall beneath their Stroke, 
In curling Spires the fable Smoke (hall rife. 
And waft its^grateful Odours to the Skies. 700 

ilail, antient "Tripcdsy and ye dark Abodes f 
Exult we. Fortune, for th' acknowledged Gods, 
Whofe tutelary PowV with Joy I own. 
And you, O long defired to heir my Throne. 
He fpoke, and with the Princes bent his Way 705 
To th* inner Court, impatient of Delay, 
Where yet thin Fumes a fainty Odour yield. 
And mouldVing Embers dying Sparks concealed» 
He then enjoins his Servants to repair 
The Fire, and make the genial Fealt their Care. 7i# 
. Swift at the Word they run: the Court replies 
To ev'ry Voice, and ecchoes back their Cries. , 
With Tyrian Carpets this adorns the Ground, 
That fmooths the Beds with Gold and Purple crown'd ; 
While fome the Tables range, count ev'ry Gueft, 715 
. And artfully adjuft (the future Feafl: ; 
Others with faked Entrails heap the Fire, 
And bid the Flames from ev'ry Part afpire. 
Fi'om gilded Roofs depending. Lamps difplay 
Nofturnal Beams, and emulate the Day : 720 

The Canifters are pird with Ceres' Spoils, 
And the King views with Joy their Rival-Toils. 
. On Tapeftry reclined, Adrajius fhone 
Afar confpicuous, from his Iv'ry Throne ; 
A broider'd Couch fupports the foreign Guefts, 725 
Nor Love of Difcord longer fires their Breafts. 
The Monarch bids Acefte then appear. 
And whifpers his Injunftions in her Ear, 

2 Whofc 
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Whofe bright Example had to Virtue trair>'d 

His Daughters, and prefcrv'd their Fame unftain*d. 730 

The Nymphs the Summons of their Sire attend. 

And to the Hall their Steps obfcquious bend : 

Minerva\ Features, and Diana's Grace 

Confpir*d to ftamp Perfedion on their Face* 

But as in Profpeft they perus'd the Feift, 735 

And met the Glances of each unknown Gueft, 

In Blufhes they reveard the firft Surprize, 

And to their Sire recalled their wandering Eyes, 

While gathering Shame their confcious Face o'erfprcad,. 

Varying their Cheeks by Turns with white and red. 740 

But when the Rage of Hunger was reprefs*d. 

The Meat removed, .and fatiate evVy Gueft, 

A Goblet in the midtl Jdrafius plac'd, * 

W^ith fculptur'd Gold, and glittering Figures graced. 

In which his Anceftors were wont to pour 74^ 

X-ibations, and indulge the genial Hour. 

Here fraught with Gorgon's Spoils, the winged Horfc 

O'er Heav'n's Expanfe was feen to ftretch his Courfe, 

"While (he her Eyes in dying Motions roU'd, 

Her Palenefs imag'd in th' impaflion'd Gold. 750 ' 

There the cotnmiflion'd Eagle feems to bear 

The Phrygian Youth thro* Tracts of yielding Air. 

V. 751. There the commiJpor^d\ Virgil rthtts the fame StOiy» widr 
fimilar Circumftances, as defcribed in a Piece of Embroidery. 

Intextusque puer frondbia regius Id^ 
Veloces ja^ulo cervos curfuque fatigat, 
Acer, anhelanti iimilis ; quern prxpes ab Ida 
Sublimem pedibus rapuit ^iw/i armiger uncis. 
LtOngsvi palmas nequicqaam ad fidera tendunt 
. Cuflodes, fsvitque canum latratus ad auras. 

^neid, Book 5. V, ajr^ 

Proud 
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Proud Ida'& Summitr^.efiVns to his Sight,. 

And Troy rolls back beneath his rifing Flight i > 

While (lis fad Comrades on the crowded Coaft 755 

View both in Clouds of ambient iEther loft. 

And each lov*d Hound, in deeper Notes of Woe, 

Demands his Mafter of th' unheeding Foe. 

This old Jdrajius fills with facred Wine, 

And then in Pray'r invokes the Pow'rs divine : 7^0 

But Phabus^ firft of the celeftial Train, 

Receives the myftic OfPrings of the Fane; 

Him with united Shouts the Crowd demands," 

And waves the flow'ring Branches in their Hands; 

For him this annual Sacrifice prepares, 765 

While with incqifTant Flames each Altar glares. 

Then thus the King. — Perhaps thefe Youths tvould know. 

What claims this ftrift Obfervance of our Vow ; 

And why the pious Sons of Argos pay 

Such fpecial Honours to the God of Day. 77^ 

No fuperftitious Zeal our Sires impell'd 

To conftitute thefe Rites, which youVe beheld. 

But when and whence thefe folemn Cuftoms rofe, 

(So ye but lend Attention,) Fll difclofe. 

When now the Python had by P ha: bus bled, 'jj^^ 

And wfth his Bulk the Delphic Plain o*erfpread, 

-V. 771. No /uperJiitioHs'] So E<vander in the eighth Book of the 
«^neid, Verfe 185. 

— ^Ncn haec folennia nobis 
Has ex more dapes, hanc tanti numinis aram, 
, Van a fuperftitio, VeterUmque ignara Deorum 
Impofuit. . 

V, 775, When ttofw the Python] The Python was a huge Serpent, 
fo called from Uv^iTv^ to roty becaufe he was reported to arife from 
•the Rottcnnefs of the Earth after the Deluge. Juno fent him to 
.vdc Latwta^ who was thea with Child by Jupiter: but the Goddefs 

flyinj 
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(As hanging o'er the fair Cafiatian Flood) 

He fills his turgid Maw with noxious Food^ 

iTo th' Argivc Court repaired the Viftor-God^ 

And with his Prefence honoured oiir Abode. ^80 

The King Crotopus (as the Fates decreed) 

Was blcft with no Male-Iffue to fucceed : 

A Nymph, unmatched in Manners as in F'aee, 

Was the fole Produft of his firft Embrace : 

Thrice happy Maid I had Pbcshus fail'd to move 7II5 

Her tender Breaft, nor kindled mutual Love : 

For fay th' enamourM God comprefs'd, Ihe bore • 

A godlike Son on Nemea*s winding Shore, 

Ere the tenth Moon had with her borrowed Light 

Supply*d the Want of Day, and ruFd the Night. 790 

For this conftrain*d to quit her native Place, 

•And fhun approaching Vengeance and Difgrace> 

Among the ruftic Swains (he feeks a Friend, 

To whom (he might her precious Charge commend. 

The wretched Babe, beneath an homely Shed 795 

With bleating Lambkins fhares a common Bed } 

While with the Pipe his Fofter-Fathcr tries 

.To foothe his Plaints, and clofe his Infant-Eyes. 

fiybg to Jfleria, hcT Sifer, was protefled till Jpoiio grew up ; who 
kulea the Moniier ; for which the Macedonians inftituted the Pythian 
Games^ 

V. 775. When «mw] This is a very fine ^pifode, and in my Opi- 
nion, fuperior to that of Cacus in the eighth Book of the JEneid. 
When I fa^ fuperior, I would not be underftood to mean, that this 
of Statius 18 better executed : but that it abounds with a greater Va- 
riety of Matter, and confequcntly requires lefs Art of the Poet to 
render it compleat. The Defcription o£ P/amafhe and her Child's 
unhappy Fate, and the patriotic Behaviour of Chorabus are iM after- 
pieces m their Kind, and cannot fail of affording the Reader the 
ligheft Sadsfadlion. Give ine Leave to add, that when the Sub- 
.jeS.is fp circumllanced as in the prefent Cafe, though the Poet's 
Art fliottld be equal : yet that Epifode, which contains the great^ft 
Variety of lacidents» will always have the Preference. 

You I. D Hard 
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Hard was his Lot. .Yet ftill rclcntlefs Fate 

Forbad him to enjoy hi» poor Retrrat : 800 

For white abandoned to blind Fortune's Care, 
Beneath the* Shade he breathes the Morning Air, 
The furious Dogs his tender Carcafe tore. 
And fed luxurious on the recent Gore. 
But when' the Tidings reached the Mother's Ears, 805 
Unmindful of her former Shame and Fears, 
She raves, the palace fills with piercing Cries, 
Nor fhuns her Father's once-avoided Eyes : 
Then hiears, impatient of her vital Breath, 
The fatal Sefttence, and demands her Death. 810 

But Pha^buh mindful of his ftoPn Embrace, 
l^epares t* kvenge her SufPrings and Difgrace, 
And bids afcend, to plague the guilty Earth, 
A horrid Monfter of infernal Birth : 
Her Face and Bread a female Porm difclofe, ii$ 

But from, her Head a crefted Serpent rofe, 
Whofe hideous Length difparts her livid Brows, 
Andfrbhi afkr with dreadful Splendouf glows. 
When favVing Night the bufy World o'erfpreads. 
She roatns the Streets, or haunts the Childrens Beds, Sao 
•Gonfigns to Pinio^ and a fudden Night 
"Thofe new-born Babesj who fcarce had feen the Light, 
-And, unrcfifted by the heartlefs Foe, 
Thrives, and coUedts frcfh Strength from public Woe. 
*With Grief Cborcsbus ey'd the wafteful Peft, 825 

'Arid gen'rous Rage inflam'd his Patriot Breast; 
. To fome few chofen Youths, who Life difclaim. 
And think it overfold to purchafe Fw^e, 

. . v. 827.*' Wia Ufi i\fckm\ THs Expreffioa is made life of by 
VirgiL 

Eft 
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He pleads, his Country's Caufc, and vindifniay'd .' 

Extorts a Promifc of united Aid. 830 

Thefe foon defcryVl her, firM with vengrful Hate,* 

Where the broad Path^ divided, fronts the Gate ; 

Two Infants, borne from fome unguarded Dome, . 

Hang at her Side, unconfcbus, what's to come, . 

Till hpr ftiarp Claws explore their inner Parts, 835 

And.feek the neareft Paffage to their Hearts. 

So fad a .Sight Cborabus could not bear. 

But buried in her Breaft his rufhing Spear. 

The Springs of Life emit their crimfon Store, 

And thro' the Gap, difcharg'd in iffuing Gore, 840 

Her SquI revifits the fT/jr/^^r^^» Coaft, . 

And native StyXy-^a, lonely, dreaded Ghoft» 

Eager they prefs to view the Monfter's Eyes . 

Livid in Death, her Womb's enormous Size, 

And Brealts more filthy with the clotted Blood 6145 

Of Grecian Babes. — >. — The Youths of yirgos ftood 

In Wonder loft ; and to their recent Tears 

Great Joys fucceed, but Joys appall'd with Fears. 

Their fole Vexation now remains to find 

Their Rage exhausted, their Revenge confin'd. 850 

Some feem'd difpleas'd, they can no longer kill. 

And wifli their Pow'h was equal to their Will : 

Whilft others mangling her detefted Corfe • • 

With furious Zeal her Limbs afundcr force. 

Eft hie, eft ahimus lucis contexnptor, et iftum. 
Qui vita bene tredat emi, qa5 tendis, honorem. 

iEneid, V. 206, B. 9« 
And by Taffo with little Variatipn,' 

--_ Ho core, anch' io, che morte fprezza, e crede 
Che ben fi^ambi con Tonor la vita. 
. / 1 . . Gients» Hi» CdJOitQ JZ. SUnziL S. 

.:. : , T> z To 
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To diftant Roofts the Birds of Night repair, 855. 

And fhrick, impatient of the fcented Air : 
E*cn hungry Dogs, and Monfters of tjie Wood, 
Start from the Sight, and loathe the direful Food. 
This but increased ApoM% former Hate, 
And urg'd him to revenge the Monfter's Fate, 860 
From deft Pamajfus' Heights He bent his Bow, 
And hurrd his Vengeance on the Realms below. 
Around the God unnumbered Mifchiefs wait. 
And cv'ry Shaft contains rcfiftlefs Fate- 
While o*cr th* Horizon gathering Clouds arifc, . ZB^ 
Fraught with Deftruftion, and infedt the Skies. 
Death cuts the fatal Sifters* Threads in^Hafte, 
And the diipeopled City foon lays waite. 
But Phc^hus a(k*d, from what myfterious Source 
Sirius deriv'd fuch unrefiftcd Force, 870 

r Demands thofe Youths, whofe Hands in Duft had laid 
The Monfter^s Pride, to glut her vengeful Shade. 
Thrice happy Warrior! may thy Worth be crown'd 
With Fame, nor Length of Time thy Glory bound ; 
Who, noblylavilhofthy vital Breath, 87^5 

= Difdain'ft to Ihun inevitable Death : 

- v. 859. This hut increas^ti] It will noft pcrhajps be difpleafing to 
the Reader, if I fubjoin the following PaiTage from Homer^ to give 
him an Opportunity of comparing it with what he has juft resid. 

B^ ^1 ftar Ou7\,VfAWoio na^iwp x^°f^^^^ *^f » 

A0T8 x»»)}0fV1^. ^* fCi tvxli ioiKtS^, 
*£^iT , fcriiT einetvivBi nuvf fwW ^ tot »mt. 
AfivN ivi ttXufyn yivtr dpyi/pUto PtoTo* 

^etTOC. »Ul St wvpal ¥tftvm KotUf% dx^mh Iliad, L* t. V« 43* 
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Aad, rulhing to the Temple, durft provoke 

The raging God, and thus demand the Stroke* 

Think not Defire of Life, or public Force 

Hath to thy Fane, PhcsbuSy urg'd my Courfe : 8So 

With cortfcious Virtue arm*d, thy Will I wait. 

To fave my Country, and avert its Fate, 

Behold the Man, who durft in Fight engage 

His Country's Peft, and bound its wafieful Rage : 

Whom to revenge, the Sun withheld its Light, 885 

And wrapt the Skies in peftilential Nighty 

But if fuch horrid Scenes- thy Thoughts employ. 

And Death and Slaughter are thy favage Joy *, 

If Man no more muft diy Protection claim, . 

Since the Fiend's Death has fann*d thy vengeful Flame j 

Yet why ftiou'd Argos for my Crimes atone. 

And fliare the Vengeance due to me alone i 

Let me be deem'd the hateful Caufe of all. 

And fufFer, rather than my Country £41 ; 

Unlcfs you view with Joy our defert Town, 895 

And fun*r4 Flames, ui^riyaird by your own. 

But why da } the f^atal Dart arreft. 

And torture with Sufpcnfe each Matron's Breaft ? 

Then fit tl>e Arrpw JQ thp wdl-ftrung Bow, 

And fend me glorying to the Shades below, 900 

V. 891. Tet nvfy Jhotdd Argos] Tajfo has put the fame hoUe Sen- 
timent in the Mou^of i^tf^^roff//!^ b9|;withan additional Beauty of 
Exprcffion, 

Pgiuftoi efl*er a mi convienc 

Se fui fbla a],' o^or, Tola alle pene, 

^nd a little lower^ 

A me r Onor^ la morte ^ me fi deve^ 
^on &' ufuipi coitei te pene mie. 
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But, ere the Fates fupprefs my vital Breath, 
Grant me to fee (fonie Solace in my Death) 
The Plague in unoffending Jrgos ceafe. 
And exil'd Health reftot^d again to Greece. 
Fortune configns the Coward to the Grave, 905 

But for his Country's Sake i:>refcrves the Brave. 
Relenting Pbc^bus quits Ws angry Bow, 
And blulhing longer to remain a Foe, 
With Rev'rejicc bids th* \in willing Patriot live. 
And Health and Peace in (brrowing Greece revive^ 910 
From that aufpicious Day with Rites divine, 
We worfhip at Apollo\ honoured Shrine : 
Such annual Feafts his temperate Rays require. 
And thus we fliun the God*s returning Ire. 
put fay, illuftrtous Youth, from whence you camic, 915 
From whence derive your Birth, and what's your Claim ? 
Since the brave Son of Oeneus (lands confdft, ^ 
A welcome Neighbour, and more welcome Gueft, 
And the full Bowl, and filent Hours invite 
With various Co»verfe to contrail the Ni^t. 920 

A rifing Blufh o'erfpreads thp ^keban Chief^ 
Yet glowing with the Profpeft of Relief, 
Prone to the Earth he fix-d his gloomy Eyes, 
And with a previous Sigh at length rejf)liejs. 
Before thefe Altars how fhall I reveal, ^25 

What confcious Shame injoins me to conceal ? 
Too happy ! was my Fortune not qiorp kno\yn 
To Fame than you, or knowp to yoq alq^e. 
*But fince you take fuch Int'reft in my Wqc, 
Apd the difaftVpus Tale defire to know, 930 

J^^rn, that from Cadmus by Defcent I come, . ^ 
3^^/j/f«*s SoHj tnd ^htbes my native Home. 
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Adraftus^ touched with his unhappy Fate, . 
Replies. — — Forbear the Sequel to relate : " 
Nor. think us Strangers to iht ^heban Name, 935 

Or deaf to the divulging Voice of Fame. 
E'en thofe^ who freeze beneath the Northern Pole^ 
Or view the. fwelUng Waves of Ganges roll. 
Who live, where Qceap bounds th' Hefperian Lands, 
Or dread the Depth of L^bia^ burning Sands : 94X) 
All thefe have known tlie* Fury's vengeful Ire, 
And the rafli Adtions of your wretched Sire. 
But if the Son re-a6ts the Father's Crimes, 
And fliares the lineal Guilt of former Times, 
How curft am I, on whofe unhappy Race 945 

'^The Feaft oSfTantalus entail'd Difgrace ! 
Be this thy Study then, with inbred Worth ^ 

T* efface the. Stains coeval with thy Birth, 
But fee pale Cynthia quits th* etherial Plains, 
And of Night's Empire but a third remains ; 950 

With Wine then let the fprinkled Altars blaze. 
And joyful Paeans fwell the Note of Praife. 
O Phcebus^ Author. of the rifing Day, 
Whether thy Lycian Mountains court thy Stay, 
Or fair Caftalia's Current claims thy Care, 955 

Where oft thou joy'ft to bathe thy golden Hair : 
Whether proud Troy detains thee on her Strands, . 
Rear'd by the Labour of celeftial Hands: 
Or, pleas'd to feek thy native Ifle no more. 
Thy genial Prefence gilds the Cyntbian Shore ; 960 
Whofe graceful Hand fupports the fatal Bow, 
And darts Deftrudlion on the furious Foe. 

V. 957. Whether tmudTroyl Jroy was built by thC joint Labou* 
f>f Neptune and Apollo : Hence Horace fays, 

Ter fi refurgat murus aheiieus ■•.■■. j . 

Au^ore Ph^bo &q. ■^■. Lib. 3. Ode 3, 

D 4 ' la 
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In yaiii old Age afTauIts thy beardleft Face, 
Crowned withSrcfh Beauty, and perennial Grace- 
*Tis thine to wafn Us with unerring Skill • 965 

Of HeavVs Decrees, and Jove'n rcfifticfs Will ; ^ 

• To teach, from whence the Torch of Difcord fprings. 
The Change of Sceptres, and the Fate of Kiftgs. 
Thy Shafts allayM fierce Tiiyo/ lawlefs Luft, 
And humbled haughty Marfjas to the Duft, 97O' 

(Who durft afpirc to match thy facred Lays) 
And from the fytbon reap*d immortal Praife x 
Thy Pow*r transformed proud Hiohe to Stonc^ 
And Xj^Latona*% Charms adjudged the Crowns 
Megara^ fierceft Fiend, at thy Command 975 

For e'er incumbent, fhakes her vengeful B^and 
O'er the devoted Head of the rafh Sire, 

^ Who wrapt the Delphic Fane in impious Fire^ 
He views the proffered Food, yet dares not tafte. 
And dreads the cavern'd Roclf aboye him plac'd. 980 
JLet then our Fields thy conftant Influence (bare, 
And Jrgosj facred to the C^ieen of Air; 
Whether the Name of Titan pleafe thee moft, 
A Name rever'd on th' Jchcsmenian Coaft, 
Or great Q/?m, whom the P^&eznV?» Swain . 985 

Pecks with the Firft-Fruits of the ripep'd Qrain : 
Or Mitra more, to whofc prolific Rays 
The grateful Perfian Adoration pays, 
Who grafps the Horns of the relgftant Stecr^ 
While on his Head encircling Lights appear. 950 

V. 987. Or Mitra more] The Ferfians tall the Sun Mitra^ ac- 
count him -the gi^iaiteft of their Gods, ap<l worihip Kim in a Cave* 
His Statue has the Head of a Lion, on which a Turbant, callecf 
yitfri. Is placed. It Is^'dotjied \\\l\i Perfian Attire, and holds wiUl 
both HaAds a ilruggling Heifer. *'^ 

En^P of Book I. 
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The argument. 



THIS Book opens with a Defcription of MercuryV 
Return from Hell, purfuant to the Commands of 
Jove, as delivered in the firft Book. Laius appears 40^ 
Eteocles, and to make the greater ImpreJJion upon his 
ASndy ajfumes the Form^ of Tirefias. The Theban King 
perjifts in withholding the Crown from his Brother. Th^ 
Poet then tranfports us to Argos, and relates the Marriage 
of the two Heroes to AdraftusV Daughters^ by which a 
triple Alliance is formed between Adraftus, Tydeus, and 
Pojynic^s* 'The Nuptials are interrupted by an inaufpiw^ 
ehus'^men^ theCaufe of which is attributed to Kr^xd-s 
wearing the Necklace of Harmonia. Tydeus is deputed 
Embaffador to claim the Crown of Eteocles ; but meeting 
with a Repulfe^ denounces War againfl him. The Tyrant 
hires fifty Ruffians to affaffinate him in his Way to Argos. 
Thefe Odf fiain all hut'ont^ whflmhe fpares to carry the 
News to Thebes. The Hero flufhed with bis Succefs^ 
would have ventured himfelf among his Enemies there^ but 
Minerva interpofes ; to whom he raifes a Trophy of the 
^poilsy and friers a Prayer^ which concludes the Book. 
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NOW Hennery fraught with the Commands Dfjwf^ 
With Wings expanded feeks the Realms above^ 
BJack Mifts furround him, and impervious Night 
Checks his bold Progrefs, and controuls bis Flight > 
Np Zephyrs waft hjip o*er the Realms below, 5 

gut ftill and noifomeGales—- r— -on pne Side, flow 
The branching Streams pf Styic in calm Repoie; 
Pn t'other, fiery Lakes his Way oppofe. 

Prpp-d pn the Wand divine, old Laiuf Shade 
Stajks Qow behind him 5 for the forceful Blade iq 
Thro* his pierc'd Ribs an eafy Paffagp found. 
Till Point and Hilt had closed the gaping Wound. 
^maz'4 the dreary Grove and penlive Glades 
Survey his Paffage from th' infernal Shades, 
While flitting Speftres eye the King's Return 15 

yf\i\i fullen Grief, and their Confinement mourn: 
por, like the Soul, pale Envy braves the Tomb, 
Nor wiph the Body Ihares an equal Dpom. 

Ye^-fe I* Now Hermes'] The Bi^inoing of this Book is really va^^ 
Suable, as it throws confiderable jQght on the Heathen Mythology, 
and tl^^ Notions they entertained of a future State. 

V. 17 jr For 9 like the Souiy^tlii^ O^mioii oftliePaffions inhering 
ffier Jppath Ui the Soiils of Men is confirmed by Virgil. 

•' ^ '" ' rr- — Q^n 



44 STATIUS's THBBAID. BookIL 

But one, who fickcns at another's Joy, 

Prone to infult, and eager to deftroy, , 20 

With borrowed Smile old Ldius thus addrefs'd. 

While rankling Malice fwell'd his envious Bread. 

Thrice happy Shade ! (whether propitious Jove 

Enjoins thy Prefence in the Realms above, 

Or maddening Fury, or prophetic Maid 25 

Forbids thy Stay in this detefted Shade) 

Could*ft thou enjoy the Sun's enlivening Beam, 

The flow*ry Mead, clear Skies, and chryftal Stream, 

But foon alas ! more forrowing thouFt return. 

And with retorted Eye thofe Pleafures mourn. 3^ 

He paused : for C^berus began to rear 

His angry Snakes, and arm'd his bridling Hair \' 

Qae gratia currftm, 
Annorumque fuit vivis» quae cura nitentes 
Faicere equos, eadem fequitur tellure repoftos. 

^n, Lib. 6, V^r* 653, 
V. 19. But one njjbo Jickensl 

Sed yidet i^g^atos, intabefcit^ue videndo 

Soficeirus Ixominum. — . Ovid^s Metatn. Lib. 2. 

|t appears &om this PaiTage of Statius, that the Souls of the de- 
ceafed were not fo thoroughly weaned from the Pleafures of the 
World, as to be averfe to a Return ; but the moft probable Con- 
jedture we can form is, that they had not undergone the FurgatioJi 
paentioned by Hrgil. 

Ergo exercentur pxnis, veteruQiqHe m^orum 

Supplicia expendunt, — ^n.Lib. 6. V. 7391 

V. 31. He faus*J] 

Cerberus hsec ingens latratu regna trifauci 
Ferfonaty adverfo recubans immanis in ai^tip^ 
Cui vates, horrere videns jam colla colubris, 
Melle/fbporatam etmedicatis frugibus pffam 
Objicit» ille fame rabida tr;a guttura pandens. 
. Conipit objcftam, atque immania terga refolvi^ 
Fufjisjiumi^ totoque ingens cxtenditur antro. 

jT/r^. JEn. B. Y. v. ^17. 

Sfernly 
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Scernly he yawn'd : th* advancing Ghofts retire. 
Nor dare withftand the Monftcr's threatened Ire. 
But Hermes with his Wand Letbaan clos'd 35 

His watchful Eyes, and a fhort Truce imposed. 
A Steep there is, fam'd Tanaros by Name, 
Whofe equal Summit joins the ftarry Frame. 
Calm from its Height it hears the Tempeft blow. 
And views, fecure, the breaking Surge below. 40 

Here ho'arfe Winds, lulFd in gentle Slumbers, lie. 
And hurrd from hence, the rcd-wing*d Lightnings fly, 
Collefted Mifts its flinty Sides furround. 
Nor hears its Head the diftant Thunder's Sound. 
But when the Day declines, its lengthening 5.teep 45 
Overhangs the Waves, and fliades the middle Deep. 
The crooked Shore too forms an inner Bay, 
Where inoifenfively the Billows play. 
The Steeds of Neptune here fecurely feed. 
Of Fifli and Courfcr a promifcuous Breed. 5a 

This winding Path {Arcadia^ ^ Sons report) 
Conveys the damn'd to Plufo^s gloomy Court. 
Here oft are heard deep Groans, tumultuous Cries, 
And loud Laments, that rend the .vaulted Skies *, 
Grim Ceryrushov/ls 5 the Furies drag their Chains, $$ 
And the fcar*d Hinds retreat to diflrant Plains. 
This Way, involved in Shades of fable Night, 
Great Hermes takes, and (leers to Heav'n his Flight. 
He Ihakcs the Mifts infernal from his Face, 
And the frclh Air renews his evVy Grace. 60 

Then thro* the Regions of the frozen North 
• He fails with fteady Wings. — Sleep, fallying forth 
In Night's dim Car, extend's o'^r ajl his Sway : 
Both met, but Sleep refign'd the fljining Way. 

Beneath 
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Beneath the God the Phantom flits, defcrw 65 

His native Country, and long-ravilh^d Skies, 

And now llirvcys afpiring Cyrrbd's Brow,. 

And the ftain'd Fields of Pbocis far below. 

But as he glanc'd, where his own Palace ftood. 

And Chariot ftill difcolour*d with his Blood, 70 

He deeply groaned : recoiling Nature ftrove 

With Duty, and difputes the Will of Jove. 

In vain Cyllenius waves his iv'ry Wand, 

He halts, regardlefs of the God's Command. 

'Twas the Decline of that revolving Ray, ys 

Which firft gave Bacchus to the Realms of Day, 

When joyous Revels chace the drowfy Night, 

Nor ceafe, till Sol reftores his abfent Light. 

With Glee the Thebans (Part in open Field, 

And Part at Home) their fparkling Goblets wield, go 

Between each Draught the Pipes, the Cymbals found. 

And Mufic's foft Delights the Banquet crown'd. 

From glad Cithstron too the Matrons throng, 

Infpir'd by milder Bacchus^ rulh along. 

The T^hractans thus on Offa\ Pine-crown'd Height, 85 

Or Rhodofe indulge the feftive Rite ; 

In Luxury they fnatch the Lion's Food, 

Arid with new Milk corre6t the Draught of Blood : 

But if the Strength of Wine excite their Rage, 

Cups clafh with Cups, and Stones with Stones Engage, 

Nor ends the Conflift, till from many a Wound- 91 

«Black Screams of focial Gore diftain the Ground. 

V| .85. The Thracians tlms\ Thi» Account of the Thnuimnt is 
confirmed by the concurriog Teftimony of ieveral Hifioiians, aad 
particularly that ofHerodom. 

. ' Such 
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Such was the Night, when with defcending Wing 

Fam'd Mcua\ Offspring reached the ^hehan King. , 

StrctchM on embroider-d Tapeftry he lay, 95 

And fought in Sleep to doze his Cares away. 

Ill-fated Race, whom Fate forbids to know 

Their deftin'd Woes, till (he difcharge the Blow. 

Then th* aged King- with fix'd and fteady Mind 

Prepares to execute what Jove injoi/i*d, 100 

And left he fliould an airy Phantom feem. 

Or grifly Child of fome terrific Dream, 

Affumes the Form of the Bosotian Sage, 

Alike in Voice, in Feature, and in Age* 

A Length of hoary Beard he ftill retains, 105 

And the fame Pajenefs o'er his Vifage reigns. 

But a falfe Mitre bound his awful Brow, 

And in his Hand he bore an Olive-Bough, 

On which were Fillets wound. — The Prince's Breaft 

With this he gently fmote, and thus addreft, 1 10 

Thus peep you, carelcfs of the glorious Strife. 

As tho' fecure of Empire and of Life ; 

V. lool Whai^oyt enjoin' d^ Jufiterh Artifice to puni/h the The- 
bans will not appear unjuft, if we eonfider, that the in<;^(luous 
Race of Otdlpus were themfelves impioas, and were therefore 
juftly doomed to Dejlruftion : and J^w Jupiter 'vub perdere^ demen- 
tat prius, 

V. 103. AJfumes the Form of the Boeotian Sage\ Mr. Wartdn has 
been perhaps a little too itvtre, in his Strictures on this Paifage, m 
his Note on Verfi^ 525 of the fevcnth Book of FirgiPs ^neid. Statius 
(fays he) but with little Succefs, upon the whole, has imitated this 
JPailkge» where the Shade of Laius diiguifed under the Figun; of 
Xirefias appears to Eteocles afleep. 

V. Ill, Thus Jleep yon] Our Author feems to have copied this 
Speech from Hotn^ph Iliad, Book z. Verfe 60. 
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Thus unambitious of the Wreaths, which Fame 

Has woven> and thy better Deeds (hould claim ?. 

Lefs Guilt attends the (kilful Pilot's Sleep> 115 

When gathering Storms overhang the troubled Deep, 

The Helm unmanag'd, and the Ship relign*d 

To Iportive Fortune, and th* inconllant VS^ind. 

Mean while the Heir of old Adrajius" Crown 

Already deems your Diadem his own, 120 

Supports by Marriage his declining Caufe, 

And bloody ^ydeus to his Standard draws. 

Hence fprings his Pride, his Hopes of Vengeance flow. 

And a long Exile to his Brother-Foe. 

By Jove commiflion'd, from the Skies above 125 

I bear this Proof of his paternal Love. 

Then keep the Crown, and know, (hould'ft thou rcfign. 

His Soul is daring at the lead as thine : 

Left thro' Delays you mourn your Empire loft. 

And the fierce Argives ravaging your Coaft. 130 

The Phantom paus'd, (for how a burfting Ray 

Of Light proclaimed the glad Approach of Day) 

Then pluck'd the borrowed Honours from his Brow, 

And from his Hand difmifs*d the peaceful Bough. 

At length he bares his Blood-impurpled Breaft, 

And all the murdered Grandfire ftands confcft. ., 135 

Nvv ^* ifXiOsv ^vitq «xa. A»J( ^f toi «7/1^9$ 11/^1 

V. 131. The Phantom paused] Anchi/esj when he is introduced ap* 

i>earing to his Son jEneas^ concludes his Speech to him in the fol^^ 
owing Lines. 

Jamque vale r torquet medios nox hnmida curfus, 
£t me fsevus equis oriens alRavit anhelis. 

FiriiPz iEneid, Book 5. Verfe 738. 

Eteocks 
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Eteocles now feels the ftrcaming Wound, 

And full of Horror, rouls his Eyes around \ 

Eflays to ftiun the Spedlre's hated Sight, ■ 

And dares his abfent Brother to the Fight* 140 

Thus when a fleeping Tiger from afar 

Hears the (hrill Preludes of approaching War, 

He ftarts, calls forth his Spots, expands his Jaws, 

Wakes to the promised Fight, and points his Claws j . 

Then bounding thro* the Thickets of the Wood, 145 

Bears to his bloody Whelps the reeking Food. 

Aurora now from ^itborC^ Saffron Bed 

With dawning Streaks of Light the Skies o*erfpread; 

She fhook the fparkling Dew-drops from her Hair, 

And blufh*d to find the peeping Sun fo neart 150 

While breaking thro* the Clouds, the Morning Star, 

Advancing, towards her guides^his rofy Car, 

Nor e*er withdraws, till SoV% fuperior Ray 

Flames in the Front of Heaven, and gives the Day. 

V, 141. Th^s lAjben ajleeping Tiger\ The Grandeur and Propriety 
«f this Simile are too obvious to be infilled upon ; and were I to 
ealarge on iu and point out the Sublimity of the Expreflions> the 
Harmony dfj/'Jumbers, the beautiful Connexion of Circumftances, 
and cxaft Propriety of the whole, I Ihould anticipate the Reaacr's 
Judgment. The greateil Proof of what I advance is Mr. C(h-why*% 
Imitation. He faw its Beauties, and endeavoured to copy them. 
How well he has executed it> is left to the judicious Reader to do- 
termine. 

So when a Scythian Tiger gating round, 

A Herd of Kine in fome fair Plain has founds 

Lowing fecure ; he fwclls'with angry Pride, ' , 

And calls forth all his Spots on ev'ry Side. 

Then flops, and hurls his haughty Eyes on all 

In Choice of fome flrong Neck, on which to fall ; 

Almofl he fcorns fo weak, fo ch?ap a Prey, 

And grieves to fee them trembling haflc tway« Davtd* 

E Now 
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Now Jpringitig from his Bed, Adrians rofe, 155 

Nor long behind the Sweets of wilh'd Rcpofc 
Detained his Guefts. — For Sleep had now bedew'd 
Their weary Limbs, and all their Strength renewed. 
But anxioUs Cares Adrafius had oppreft ) 
Sleejp iied his Eyes, and Peace forfook his Bread;. i6m 
Mufing he calls to Mind the Fate's Decree, 
And his new Guefts conneAed Deftiny. 
In a fequefter*d Room convened they fate 
* For Bus'ncfs calculated and Debate. 
Each would begin, but Fears and Doubts rcftrain r 165 
At: length the Monarch rofe, and eas'd their Pain. 
Illuftrious Youths, of Heav'n the conftant Care, 
Whom Storms of Thunder and inclement Air 
Have drove beneath my Roof, by Fate's Decree 
To fix the Bafe of mutual Amity. 173 

Why fhould I dwell on what's already known 
By vulgar Fame thro* every Grecian Town ? 
How many Youths have ftrove (tho* ftrove in vain) 
By high Defert my Daughters' Love to gain. 
But (if a Parent little Credit claim) 1 7^ 

Yourielves, the Objects of their decent Shames- 
Saw o'er their Cheeks the glowing Blufh arife, , 
When firft your manly Features met their Eyes. 
Did Wealth or Sway alone employ their Care, 
They need not of acquiring them defpair : i8# 

Since many a pbtent King of high Renown 
Has wilh'd them Partners of th' imperial Throne. 
In this they nnight with Dejanira vie, ' ^ 

Or fam'd Qenomatu* boafted Progeny. 

Bur 
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But Fate forbids they Ihould the Bed adorn ^ 1 8 j; 

Of one in Elis^ or iii Sparta born, 

To you, brave Youths, decrees the beauteous Pair, 

And of their dotal Wealth an equal Shared 

The Grod*s Dcfcription tallies with your own. 

And Pbcsbuf Choice agrees in you alone. t^ 

Their Virgin-Smiles, I ween, fhall well repay 

The ftormy Night, and Labours of the Fray. 

The Princes on each other caft an Eye, 

Expefting each his Comrade would reply. 

Till bolde;- Tydcus to the Monarch bow'd 19^ 

And thus difcharg'd the Debt his Duty ow'd. 

Much you enjoy of ^Fortune and of Fame, 

Much more your gallant Deeds and Merit claim. 

Of equalling your Worth the beft defpair. 

Which adds a Jewel to the Crown you wear. 20«i 

Fierce Argos^ taught by Clemency t'obey, 

Refigns to you the Reins, and owns your Sway, 

And would propitious Jove confign you more. 

And ftretch your Pow'r to Doria's double Shore, 

Phoebus no more Ihould fly Mycena"^ Plain, ^05 

Nor of their King Elean Vales complain : 

V. 185. But Fate forbids ihiyJhouU] Adraflus fcem$ tohavcllUft^ 
under the fame Reflraints as Latinus. 

M^ natam nulli veter um fociare procoram 
Fas erat, idque omnes divique, hominefque canebant» 
And again, 

Eft mihi nata, viro gentis quam jun^cre noi!r«, 
Non patrio ex adyto fortes, non pluiima ccelo 
Monftra finunt. 
Y. 197. Much you eTijo/\ I queftion, whether upon dttC Confidcr»* . 
don, there will not be found too much of the Orator in Tjdeusf whii, 
according to our Author's own Words, v/SLsRudij/andi. 
¥.-205. Pho:bus np mon Jhould Jlyl As at the Feaft of if&f^f/. 

$e« Ovid*% Mitamtrfbifit. 

£ 2 Xfw 
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Nor do the Furies only vex our State, 

As thou, young Warrior, better can*ft relate-, 

But I, a voluntary Exile, roam, , 

Nor forc'd by Rage fraternal, fly from Home. 210^ 

He fpoke, and thus fubjoin'd the Theban Chief: 

Tho* damp'd with Sorrows, and overcome with Grief, 

My Soul averlc to Venus* myftic Rites, 

On other Objcds waftes the (leeplefs Nights-, 

Yet this Alliance fhould I now refufe, 215 

Fancy would flag, nor furnilh an Excufe. 

Such balmy Hope allays my troubled Brcaft, 

And lulls the PafTions of my Soul to reft, 

'As fwclls the little Bark on Ocean toft. 

When near at Hand Ihe fpies fome friendly Coaft. 220 

From hence alike the Turns of Chance we*ll fhare. 

And make each other's Blifs our only Care. 

No Fare my vow'd Aflfeftion fliall divide. 

By Marriage as by Gratitude ally'd. 

The Princes'rofe, while old Adrajtus ftrove 225 

By Strength of Language to declare his Love, 

And vows, ftiould Fate his juft Kmprizes crown. 

His Arms fhould foon replace them on theThrone, 

Mean while the Natives, ere a vague Report 

Ha'd fcarce been ^ftcd from the regal Court, 23Q 

With loud Acclaim receive th^ King's Decree, 

And give full Reins to Mirth and Revelry, 

From hence Fame flies with unrefifted Fence, 

Nor Hills, or Vales retard her airy Courfe : 

And now, a tediogs Length of Country part, 235 

, On Cadms' Walls fhe fix'd herfclf at lail. 
She fcares the wretched King, and brings to Light 
Thc.myftic Vifions ©f the former N ight j 

: • : ' : J^ O'er. 
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Overwhelms his Hopes, augments his growing Fears, 
And whifpers-Wars and Slaughter in his Ears. 240 
Soon as the wifh'd-for Dawn appears, to Court 
The Sons of Argos in huge Swirms reibrt, 
Where formed in Brafs their great Forefathers ftand. 
And Art (fo (kilful was th* Engraver's Hand) 
With Nature vies.— Here firft you might difcern 245 
Old Inacbusy reclining on his Urn. 
Near him' lajius bends with feeble Age, 
And old Acrijius vents on Jove his Rage, 
Pboroneus^ peaceful Chief, was next furvey'd. 
And ^trnChorosbus^ bearing on his Blade 250 

A bloody Head. — In Arms great Abas Ihines, 
And Danaus his future Guilt defigns. 
The Leaders firft the flow Proceflion wait. 
While the loud Rabble thunder at the Gate -, 
The Nobles- next advance, a numerous Line, 255 

And in thp^Front, by Rank diftinguifh'd, fliine. - 
The inner Court, with Fire odorous glows. 
While on all Sides the female Tumult grows. . , . 
A Throng of Matrons round each Bride appear,' v 

Infpire ^th Hope, and foothe each Viirgin-Fean ^€a 
And now with glowing Cheeks and downcaft Eyes 
The I?rincefres attend the Sacrifice, 
Known by. their Dignity of Drefs and Face : . . ..,.■- 
The flufl;ung Purple heightens ev*ry Grace. 
With Pain their anxious Feelings they fupprefs'd, 265 
Some fmall Regret ftill Hnger'd in their Breaft, 
And Strugglings to retain their Virgin-State : 
While the chafte Doubts of Innocence create 
New Blulhes, that improve their natural Hue, 
And artlefs Tears their lovely Cheeks bedew. 270 

E 3 Decent 
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Decent Confufion ! — At the moving Sight 

Their tender Parents melt in foft Delight. 

Thus fhould Diana^ and th* Athenian Maid 

Defcend from Heav*n in all their Pomp arrayed; 

Each in her Hands her wonted Weapons bears, 27^ 

And the fame Sternnefs in their Looks appears. 

Should Cynthia for a Cafque her Quiver change. 

And Pallas thro' the Lawns and Forefts range \ 

The Change in either would fo well agree. 

That fafely none the PrePrence could decree, 28# 

The Quiver would Minerva^ s Shoulders grace i 

And the plum*d Helmet fuit fair Delia's Face» 

Mean while the jpyful Argives feem to vie 

In public Proofs of Zeal and Loyalty. 

Thefe waft to Jove in od'rous Flames a Pray'r, 8? Jj 

And call for Bleflings on the royal Pair ; 

With flaughter'd Vidtims* Entrails thofe appeafc 

The Gods ; nor will Sab^ean Smoke dilpleafe. 

If a pure Heart dired the pious Vows, 

And the ftrong Gate is deckt with flow'ring Boughs. %iq^ 

But lo ! fad Omens from the Gods defcend. 

And jQve*s andHeavVs impending Rage portend j. 

A fadd*ning Horror evVy Face o'erfprcads. 

And on their Joys a folemn Dulnefs Iheds*^ 

•Twas when great Hymen* % facred Rites to crorni, «55 

Thc/'bent their Coiu-fe to fam'd Larijfa^^ Town, 

V. 28B. Nor mjiU Sabxanl Our Author is of Perfius\ Opipioa, 
friiofe noble Lines on this Subje^ breathe more the Spirit oT Chrif? 
tiinity than Hcathenifm. 

Compofitum jus, fafque animi, fan^tofque raceiTu» 

Mentis, et inco^um generofo pe£his bonedo 

Hoc cedo> ut ^dmoycaxn templis, et fkrre litabo« ^4^. 2. 

Than 
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Than which Munkhid's Hill, nor Athens' Groyc 

Can boaft fupcrior Proofs of "^ alias* Lovfe. 

Here (fo long Cuftom had ordain'd) are led 

The Nymphs, when ripened for the Marriage-bed, 300 

And for the Frailty of the Sex atone 

With Maiden Ringlets on the Altars thrown. « 

Ere they had fcaPd the Turret's gradual Height, 

The Beam difmifs'd the Buckler's facred Weight. 

With horrid Clangor fhook the plaintive Ground, 305 

Tkc Tapers crufti'd, and Darknefs Ihed around. 

Then, ere they durft proceed, as from the Shrine 

A Trumpet loud proclaimM the Wrath divine. 

Firft on the King they wildly turn their Eyes •, 

Then, queftion'd, each the well-heard Sound denies. 31« 

Yct-all, all feel the dreadful Sign of Woe, 

And their firft Fears by various Converfe grow* 

Nor wond'rous was it, for Argia bore 

The Bracelet, which Harmonia whilom wore. 

O Goddcfs ! fay from what myfterious Source 315' 

The fatal Gift deriv*d fuch noxious Force ? 

Fame tells, that Vulcan wrought it, when he ftrovc 

To check the Thractan God's aduk'rous Love, 

(For ufelefs lay the now-negledled Chain ; 

Threats fail'd, and Punifhments were fchem*d in vain) 

v. 314 n* Bracelet] Hartiunia was the Daughter of Marszni 
Ve^us. She married Cadmus, and was metaimorpnored together with 
him into a Serpent. 

V. 519. For ufelefs lay the] The Poet alludes to the famous Chain» 
which Vdcan made to entrap his adulterous Conibrt in : for a farther 
AccottRt of which fee Homer's Odyjey, and Ovid\ Metamarpbofii^ 
Lib. 4. Fab, j. 

This Digreflion feems very material and neceflary, Vince it ii 
founded on the Story, where the infedUous Bracelet is reprefented 
9> of great Importance» and it is alfo connedied with theforegoin] 

$t 4 an 
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With many a Gem t'was fraught and precious Scone, 

To deck the Partner of the Tbeban Throne. 

Long did the Cyclops o'er their Anvils fweat. 

And their fwoln Sinews cCchoing Blows repeat. 

Ere th* Artift had attained his vaft Defign, ' 325 

And ftamp'd Perfeftion on the Work divine. 

Of poliih'd EmValds was the curious Ground, 
And fatal Forpfis of Adamant furround : 
Sparks of etherial Temper flame above, 
Fil'd Remnants of the fwift-wing'd Bolts of Jove. 330 
A Dragon's fcaly Pride is here imprefs'd, . 
And there Medufa rears her fnaky Creft. 
From golden Boughs Hefperian Apples iprung. 
And gay to view the Colchian Tree was hung. 
Torn from the Furies' Hair a Serpent ftiines : 335 

To this, foul Luft and various^ Plagues he joins, 
.Then dips the whole in Foam of Lunar Rays, 
And hides the Venom in a fprightly Blaze, 
Where'er this came, th' affrighted Graces fled ; 
Love pin'd, and Beauty droop'd her fick'ning Head: 340 
SorrQW.ftrll haunts the Manfion whgre it lies. 
And Hate-^ngender'd Rage and Fears arife. 
flarmonia firfl: its direful Influence prov'd. 
As o'er the furrow'd Plains on Spires fhe rov'd. 



and following Parts of it as in the Cafe of Jocafta^ mentioned by 
Statius^ and oi Eriphyle and Amfhiaraus^ whoft Fate in the following 
War was owing to it. 

V. 327, Of poiijy^d Mm* raids] The'Antients were fuperftitionfly 
exaft in dcfciibing any particular Suit of Armour, Ornaments, CsTr. 
as the Shields of Achilles and jEneas^ the ^gis of P{dlas ;. and here 
the Compofition of the Materials and Sculpture are highly confiftcnt 
fviti the fat4 Virtue of this Oj-nament. 



And 
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And fiU'd with Hiflings dire th' ///ynV^/i Coaft, . ; 345 

Till all the Woman in the Snake was loft; 

Then Semde^ for whofe fuperior Charms 

The Thund'rer left his jealous Confort's Arms. 

^acafia too, by Fate's* refiftlefs Wil) 

(As Fame reports) poflefs'd this Source of 111, 350 

And dcck'd with it, in cultured Beauty flione, 

Unconfcious of her Crime, her Guilt unknown* 

Diftinguilh'd thus, Argia pafs*d along. 

And mov'd fupreme amid the Female Throng. 

Fair EripJ:yle the rich Gift beheld, 2$5 

And her fick Breaft with fecrct EnvyXweU'd. 

Not the late Omens and the well-known Talc 

To cure her vain Ambition ought avail, 

Oh ! had the Wretch by Self-Experience known - 

The future Woes, and Sorrows not her own ! 360- 

But Fate decrees, her wretched Spoufe muft bleed. 

And the Son's Phrenzy clear the Mother's Deed. 

But when the thirteenth rifing Sun had view'd . 

Their Ba»quets ended, and their Toils renew'd, 

v.- 35 5. Fair Eriphyle] Statius feems in the charafler of Eriplyb 
to have given a Leffon of Advice to the fair Sex on their Paffion for 
Drefs and Finery, fiis great Mafter Firgil has aiForded him a Pre-* 
cedent in the Epifode of Camilla^ whom he introduces purfuinj 
Chloreui for the fake of his rich Armour and Horfe-Trappings. 
'— Unum ex omni certamine pugnae 
Cseca fequebatur, totumque incauta per agmen 
Faemineo praedae et fpoliorum ardebat amore. 

jEheid^ Lib. II. 780. 
V. 3< I . Her ivntched Sfou/e muft hked'] Her Hufband was Amphia^ 
rausy a celebrated Augur, whom ihe betrayed to Pofynices for the 
fake of this Bracelet, when he was endeavouring to avoid acconv 
panyinghimin the Wars, in which he knew» he fliould certainly 
periih. As for her Son, the Diflreffcs of his Family wrought fo 
' great an Impreflion upon his Spirits, that he was at length feizcd 
with an incurable Phrenzy. 

z Revolving 
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Revolving Thoughts the banifh'd Prince remind 365 

Of his loft TbeieSy and Empire left behind. 

That Day returns, when Fortune's partial Hand 

To his proud Brother gave the whole Command, 

How the revolting Gods againft him join*d, 

.When' to a private State reduced, he pin'd, 370 

And faw his Friends mifdeem*d in Crouds refort. 

To baflc beneath the Sunlhine of the Court. 

One faithful Sifter would have Ihar'd his Fate, 

But mourns, abandon*d at the Palace-Gate. 

Her plaintive Cries, unmov'd, the Warrior hears, 371; 

For Rage refused a Paflage to his Tears. 

Mean while, amid the Silence of the Night, 
Reflefting Mem'ry brings back to his Sight 
Thofe friendly few, that ere from Thebes he ftray*d, 
Condord, and thofe, who Signs of Joy difplay'd. 38a 
Anger and frantic Grief by Turns controul 
His laboring Breaft, and ftiake his inmoft Soul. 
While Luft of Pow*r, untaught to brook Delay, 
Flames in his Breaft, and chides the lingering Day^ 
At length the Chief prepares to fteer his Courfe 385 
To towering Thebes^ and Diners facred Source. 
Thus fares a lordly Bull, when forced to yield 
His lovely Miftrefs, and forfake the Field : 
But when his wonted Vigour he regains. 
And a frefh Tide of Blood recruits his Veins, 390 

He roars, impatient for the promised War, 
Snuffs the frefti Gale, and fpurns the Sand afar. 

V. ^87, T/jus fares a lordfy Bull] This Simile is an Abridgment of 
that beautiful Defcription in the third Book of FirgWh Georgia^ 

Amaz'di 
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AmazM, the Swains his Strength reftor'd furvey. 

And the late Vidlor trembles tor his Sway, 

While thus for War the Youth in fecrcc pines, jjr 

Argia penetrates his clofc Defigns. 

One Mom, ere yet Aurora promised Day, 

(As in the Folds of Love entwined thjcy lay) 

Why feeks my Lord (flic fondly faid) to fly ? 

For nought cfcapes an ardent Lover's tlye, . ^jjqq 

Say, why thatBofom heaves with broken Sighs, 

And Sleep for ever fliuns thofe watchful Eyes : 

What hidden- Caufc extorts the filent Tear ? 

Think not a widow'd Bed alope I fear, 

Or the mere Lull of nuptial Joys fliould (lay 405 

The deftin'd Covirfe, or prompt an Hour's belay : 

Tho' fcarce twelve Suns have decked the Courts oijovc^ 

Since Hymen fmird upon our mutual Love. 

Thy Blifs alone and Welfare! regard. 

And only this thy Parting could retard» 410 

But oh ! what Raflmefs, helplefs and abne 

T* attempt th* Enjoyment of the Theban Crown ! 

Will he, whofe Pride and Tyr^anny you found. 

Ere the firi^ Sun had riin his annual Round, 

Tamely ref^n the Scepter and obey, ^ig 

Till the clos'd Year, reftore th' alternate Sway ? 

The Gods fome fudden Ruin furc prepare. 

My boding Soul prefaging Fibres fcare. 

Amid the duflcy Silence of the Night 

Imperial Juno flrood confefs'd to Sight. 420 

Say, what at T^bebes can your Attention claim. 

But the fair Objecl: of a former Flame. 

The fmiling Hero clafp'd her to his Breafl:, 

And with the Stamp of Love her Cheeks imprefs*d ; 

2 Prevents 
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Prevents with Blandifliments the rifmg X^ars^ 425 

And kindly thus difpels hef jealous F'cars. 

Think not the Wheel of Chance will e'er remain , 

In this rough Track. The Clouds may break again,- 

And a far brighter Sun than yet hath (hone. 

Survey thee Partner of a double Throne. - • 430 

Kefign thy Cares to Hcav'n, dilmifs thy Fears ; 

At leaft they fuit not with thy tender Years. 

From Jeve's drift Juftice and all-feeing Eyes 

The perjur*d Villain ne'er unnoticed flies. 

From hence t* ddrafiu^^ on whofe hoary Head 435 

A Length of Years had their Experience flied. 

Speeds the young Tbeban -, nor was Tydeus (lovr * 

T' ^irf) but fhar'd an equal Weight of Woe : 

For the fahie Flame, which gen'rous Souls disjoins. 

With equal Luftre, when united fhines. 440- 

Long tHey debate : at length by J9int Confent 

Decree to found the Brother King's Intent 

By Embafly, ' ere yet from hoftile Force 

They feck Redrefs, the lafl: and worft Refource. 

Fraught with th' adventurous Talk boldTy deus glowSi445: 

Tho' long opposed by his diffuading Spoufe : 

At length the Compaft, which in ev'ry State 

Secures th* Ambaffador a fafe Retreat, 

V. 437. NorivasTydeusJlcw] Amidft the Tinflure of Barbarifm ■ 
and ferocity of Tydeus there is fomething very amiable in his Cha-. 
rafler : not that I pretend to exculpate him for carrying his Re- 
venge to that lavage, unprecedented Height, though it was the 
Remit of Friendfhip, and founded on an honourable Bafis. He 
(quarrels and fights \n\\\ Poly nice s \ but upon the Knowledge of his 
Misfortunes ftrikes an Alliance with him, and even facrifices his Life 
in his Service. 
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His Sire*» Commands and Sifter's Tears prevail, 
OVconie her Pray Vs, and fink the doubtful Scale* 450 
Now on the woody Coaft the Warrior ftrays. 
And foon the fam'd Lernaan Lake furveys^ 
Where the fell Hydra was by Flames fubdu'd, 
'•(For Blows in vain the toiling Chief rencw*d) 
And Nemea^ where e'en now the timid Swains 455 

Rarely, as erft, chant forth their artlcfs Strains. 
From thence in View of Corinth's TowVs he came. 
And left the Port, which bears PaUmorfs Name ; 
Where in the midft the parting IJlhmus lies. 
And fwelling Seas on either Side arife, 466 

Then Nifus* flow'ring Sides the Hero gains. 
And on the left views C^r^j' favoured Plains. 
At laft the glitt'ring Profpeft greets his Eyes 
Of 'Theban Tbw'rs, that fhade the middle Skies, 
Sublime in regal Pomp th' Ufurper fate : 465 

A Grove of Spears defends th' impervious Gate. 
Here by his Subjefts feared, not lov'd, he reigns. 
And ill-got PowV by Tyranny maintains. ^ 

He blames his Brother's Flight and long Delay, 
And wonders, he fo4ate demands the Sway : 470 

Nop wants the Tyrant e'er a fpedious Plea 
To veil his Guilt, and mafk his Villainy. 
Amid the thronging Guards young ^ydeus ^^znd^j 
(A peaceful Olive decks his waving Hands) 

v.. 462. Ceres^ /a*vour''irP^ains] Thcfe are the Plains known to 

the Antients by the Name of Eleujinian, from Eleu/ss, a neighbour- 

• ing City. They were remarkably fertile, in Return for which 

BlelTing the Inhabitants built a Temple to Ceres, xhcii fuppofed Bb< 

hifadlrers. 

. And 
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And thus began (his Name and MefTage known) 475 
JRough as he was in Speech, ahd ever prone 
To Wrath, nor cautious to offend the Ear> 
Diminifli*d aught the Truth, however fetrerc. 
Say, Tyrant, (had it been your firm Defign 
At the due Time your Empire to refign) 4S# 

Why Heralds did not from your Court appear 
T' inform your Brother of his ruling Year ? 
T*was then your Duty calmly to fit down. 
Till the next Year replaced you on the Throne* 
But he, convinced how well you love to reign, 485 
Deigns thus to afk, what bafely you detain. 
Pbo^ius hath now his annual Progrefs made. 
And cloath^d the Mountains with returning Shade» 
Since Polynices abjeft and alone 
Hath ftray'd in Exile drear thro' Realms unknown. 493 
'Tis your's in Turn th' alternate Lot to fliare. 
And bear the Wintry Wind and open Air. 
Refign it then, while guiltlefs (hines the Crown, 
Nor lay too late the bright Temptation down, 
^our Pow'r in Thebes youVe long enough difplay'd, 495 
In Robes of Tyrian Die, and Gold array 'd. 
Now teach your Subjc<Sts ; thofe who merit Sway, 
Should firft convince the World, they can obey. 
He paus'd ; and now the Tyrant's Looks reveal'd 
The boiling Wrath he had in vain conceal'd. 500 

Thus with erefted Pride, the crefted Snake ♦ 

, By Stones provok'd, Ihoots thro' the thorny Brake. 

V. 501. Thuj ivith ereSitd Fritie] The Courage and Intrepidky of 
Vydeus are admirably well illuilrated in this Simile, which is taken 
from Homer. 
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His Scales rcflcft the Sun's attrafted Ray : 

With rolling Spires he marks the furrow'd Way, 

And thro* his agitated Body draws 501 

The liquid Venom to his thirfty Jaws. 

Had not my Brother's Love of Strife been known^ 

(He cries) it would appear from thee alone. 

In whom is ftamp'd the Image of his Mind, 

Alike of Manners rude, and favage Kind. 510 

Tho* now thou talk*ft, as if th' aflailing Foe 

Had min'd our WaUs, .and laid our Bulwarks low. 

Yet fhouldft thou thus among a Scythian Throng 

Indulge thy Luft of Prate, and lawlefs Tongue, . 

Thy trampled Limbs and Corfe would fcarce atone 515 

For the bare Crimes thy fland*rous Mouth has done. 

Avaunt ; no more provoke my Rage and know. 

Thy facred Office fcarce can ftay the Blow : 

But firfl: this Anfwer to th* Argolic Lord ; / 

That fince his Raflinefs has unflieath^d the Sword, ^la 

And thus attacked me with unkingly Pride, 

Bellona IhaU alone our Rights decide. 

Nor my contentious Brother rule the Land, 

Which Chance and Birthright gave me to command. 

IlUdy Lib.. 32. 92. 
#7r^7 has alfo imitated it in his jEneU. 

Qualis ubi in lucem coluber mala gramina partus» 
jpngida Tub terra tumidum quern bruma tegebat. 
Nunc pofitis novus exuviis, nitidufcfue juventa» 
Lubrica convolvit fublato pe^tore terga 
Arduus ad folemy et linguis micat ore trifulcis* 

Agamemnon mentions this Behaviour of TyJeus as wordiy to be imi^ 
t^ted by his Son Diomtd^^ See /AW, B, 4. 370. 

Meah 
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Mean while, uncnvied, you may wear the Crown, 525 
Which lawful Hymen has decreed your own \ 
' The Sons of Argos may thy Laws obey. 
And noted Lerna own thy happy Sway. 
Contented, we'll enjoy our I>trce\ Plain, 
And fill the Throne where Cadmus held his Reign : 520 
Nor blufh the wretched Oedipus to trace 
From Labdacus the Fcfunder of our Race. 
Tho* you can boaft an Origin divine. 
And' draw from Jove hin^felf the glorious Line. 
Say, can the fair Argia^ wont to live g^s 

In all the Pomp a regal Birth can give. 
Forget the Grandeur of her former State, 
Nor caft a Wifli beyond our Palace-Gate ; 
Whofe Ornaments, the Produce of our Land, 
We owe to our laborious Sifter's Hand. 54.01 

Shell loath perchance our Mother's coarfe Attire, 
And fordid Rags, which Woes like hers require. J 
Yet more — my Father from his gloomy Cell 
Will grate her tender Years with many a Yell. 
The Vulgar's ftubborn Spirit now is broke, 545 

Their Neck inur*d to bear the royal Yoke ; 
To this we^ add, the "Thehans Will not bear^ 
The doubtful Rule of each alternate Heir. 
Can I then bafely facrifice the State 
To >my returning Brother's treafur'd Hate ? 550 

, V. 525. Mean awhile uneu'uiei'\ There is a vail deal of hidden Sar- 
Cafm and Gall in this reply. The Arguments are ilrong a^d well- 
placed» the Language elegant .and eafy, and the whole fuil of Spirit 
and Fire. 

V. 551.- AV bhtjh the 'wretched Ocdjpus] This is the ver>' Height 
of Diffimulation : we are told by the Poet, that he had defpifed, xelj 
fulted and drove his Father from his Palace ; and that all the fucceed-. 
ing Calamities were derived from his cruel Ufage of him. 

Or 



Book If. STATIUS's THEBAID. 65 

Or fhould a Rcfignation be my Choice, 

Say, can I influence the Senate's Voice j 

Will they, to whom my gentle Sway is known> 

Permit me thus to give away the Crown : 

More had he faid, but impotent to bear, 555 

Thus Tydeus ftopt him in his full Career. 

Tho* Art and Nature fhould confpire to form 

Huge Battlements againft Bellonah Storm, 

And Rocks, as erft at your Ampbion'% Call, 

Spring from their Bafe, and form a triple Wall : 560 

Yetlhould thofe Bulwarks; and thofe Walls beat down, 

Compel thee to rcfign the guilty Crown -, 

Or fhould thy Pride and Rafhnefs ftill remain 

Amidft thy ruin'd town, and Heaps of flain. 

Torn from the Head of its expiring Lord 56^ 

The fhining Spoil fhould .deck my conqVingSword.r 

However enraged, I yet mull pity thofe. 

Whom thy Ambition makes my guiltlefs Foes, 

Torn from their Country, Wives and 3ons away 

To fure Dcflruftion in th* unequal Fray, 570 

What breathlefs Heaps fhall raifc Citb^rotfs Height ! 

How Ihall Ifmenos groan beneath the Weight I 

V. 557. TW Art and Nmvrt.^ Haract bas a Paflagt equaUy 
grand and elevated. 

Ter fi refiugat murus ahencns 

Au&ore fhtgbo ; ter peraat meis 

Excifus Jrgiwy ter uxor 

Capta virum puiurpfque plAret Lik 3* Od^ 5» 

V# 571. What brtaibUfs He^s!] 

£heu qaantns equis» quantas adtft viris 

Sudor, quanta mov^s mnera Dardansic 

Genti ! jam galeam Pallas et Mgei^, 

Cttrrufqae et jrabiciii parat. B. i . O^ x $« 

Vol h \, F Tho'^ 
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Tho* void of Faith, and of fraternal Love, 
Yet dare you thus confront .the Gods above? 
Will they in calm Neutrality look down ^j§ 

On broken Oaths, and Honour's Fence overthrown ? 
What Wonder then ? can we expeft to trace 
Fair Virtue's Footfteps in fo foul a Race ? 
Can Length of Years abfolve th* inceftuous Brood, 
Or free the long Confufions of their Blood ? 580 

But hold — the Fates revoke their firft Decree, 
And Oedipus revives alone in thee. 
This Prize of Villainy you bear away; 
, Our Year we claim. -r-But why do I delay ? 
The Warrior fpoke, and with refifllcfs Force ^2^ 

Urg*d thro* the Band of Guards his furious Courfe. 
Thus rag'd the Boar, by vengeful Cynibia fent. 
To mark with Ruin CakdotCs Extent; 

Hi§ 



V. 581. Tif faies riv^ki tbiirfirfiDecneJ] This is a fhroke of the 
Arongcft Satire that could poffibly have been given. The thought 
IS not one of that tinfel and fiafhy Kind, which occurs fo often in 
the French and Italian Poets ; but manly, fpirited» and truly laconic. 

V. 587. Thus rag'd the Boar.] The P&ffage fubjoined from O^id, 
will exhibit to the Reader's View, whence our Author culled the 
chief Circumftances which adorn this beautiful Simile. . 

^ ■ Oerieo» ultoirem fpreta p^ agros 

Mifitaprum. \ 

Rigct horrida cer\i«^: 
£t fetae denfis fimiles haililibus horrent : ^ 
Stantque velut vallum, velut alta haililia fetae. 

— Dentes squantur dentibus Indis. 
Fulmen ab ore venit. 

Licet eminus eile 
Portibus. ■ 

Dixit,- et aerata torfit grave cnfpide comum* 
At man us Oenidss vanat : mifiifque duabuSf 
* Hafta prior terra^ medio fletit altera tergo. 

Nee 
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His briftled Back appeared a thick-fet Grove, 

Andy^w's own Thunder from his Mouth he drove. 590 

Ih vain the ftiouting Sons of Greece furround. 

And from hurled Scones inflift a diftant Wound. 

In Triumph he furveys the proftrate Foe, 

Till at Oenides levelling a Blow, 

The fideling Chief prevents the glancing Wound, 595. 

And with His Javelin nails him to the Ground. 

Thus anger*d, Tydeus left the guilty Town, 

And feem'd to make his Brother's Caufe his own. 

Qn Earth the fruitlefs Branch in Halte he threw. 

And o'er the Plains with winged Ardour flew; 600 

The Matrons eye from their Balconies' Height 

The Chief, and vent in Curfes their Defpight, 

But not on him alone, — The Tyrant bears 

His Share of Hate convey'd in fecret JPrayVs. 

Nor does the Monarch's Turn for Treach'ry fail, 605 

By Nature taught too often to prevail : 

With Bribes and Threats he gains a chofen Throng 

T'affault young Tydeus as he pafs'd along : 

Whofe daring Spirit and intrepid Mien 

Made them fit Aftors of fo vile a Scene, 610 

Oh ! fatal Madnefs of th' ambitious Soul ! 

What Lengths can bind it, or what Heights controul? 

Nee mora : dum faevit, dum corpora verfat in orbem, 
Stiidentemque novo fpumam cum fanguine fundit, 
Vulneris au^ior adeft, hoftemqae irritat ad iraniy 
Splendidaque adyerfos veiubula condit in armos. 

Metaxnorph, Bock 8. Fable 4. 

V. 603. The Tyrant tears,'] Not all the Grandeur and Privileges 

of a crowned Head^ can fecare it from the ill Wiihesof an injured 

People. The fear of Panifhment may reilrain the Tongue, but 

cannot inAuence the Sentiments of the Heart. 

F 2 Which 
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Which dares attack, what each preceding Age 

Had juftly dccm'd exempt from hoftile Rage. 

No Arts he*d leave untry'd, no Means forego, 615 

Would Fortune yield him up his Brother-Foe. 

Mean while th' unfolding Gates difclofe a Ttain 

Of Chiefs ne'er deftin'd to return again : 

In one firm Orb was rang'd the glittering Band, 

Opposed, ye Gods ! to Tydeus* finglc Hand, 620 

As if prepared to ftorm fomc hoftile Town, 

Or beat the Walk^with battering Engines down. 

For Fear had thus the fcatter*d Troop combin*d. 

The fure Attendant of a guilty Mind. 

Thro* thorny Woods, a near and fecret Way, 625 

They nurch*d, unnoticed, wedg*d in firm Array. 

Far from the Town two (haded Hills arife. 

And lofe their ad?erfe Summits in the Skies : 

One Side is bounded by the Grove's Embrace ; 

A Mountain's Brow o'erhangs the middle Space. 630 

The Nature of the Place, and gloomy Site 

Secm'd form'd for Ambufcade, and Deeds of Night. 

A Path obfcure here winds the Rocks between. 

Beneath arc fpacious Fields, a fiow'ring Scene. 

Here, potted on a Clifi^s declining Brow, 6^5 

From whence flie might furvey the Vale below. 

The 

V. 625. Ti^cugi tifonn fTpfdi^ *c.] This Place of Ambuflr is 
not unlike that dercribed by Viigil in the Eleventh Book of his 
j£neid. 

Eft curvo anfradku vallis, accommoda fraudl 
Armorumque dolis: quam denils frondibus atrum 
Urget utromque Intus : tenuis quo femita ducit, 
Angultaeque ierunt fauces, aditufque maligni. V. 52! 

V. 635. Here pefted'] Ocdipui in Seneca fpeaks thus of the Sphynx. 
Nee Sphmga caB;is verba nftvientem modis 
Fugi. Cruentoii vatls lufandse tuli Ridav, 
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The Sphynx once dwcki-— Her Checks were pale to view» 

And her fell Eyes fufFus'd with gory Dew. 

Oft with expanded Wings the Monfter preft 

The mouldering Bones of Mortals to her Breaft, 640 

And hurrd her Eyes along the winding Way^ 

Led, unobferving» ihe fhould loCt her Prey, 

But if his Fate, or the avenging Gods 

Had drawn fome Wretch to her obfi:ene Abodes» 

She clapp'd her Wings diftain*d with human Gore, 645 

And fiU*d with Yellings the retentive Shore. 

Then with protended Nails his Face (he ftruck. 

And oft her breaking Teeth their Hold forfook. 

Thus long {he reign'd : At laft with headlong Flight 

Sprung from theRocks, and fought the Realms of Night. 

For Oedipus^ by Phosbus* Aid, difclos'd 6^1 

The dark Enigma which flie'd long proposed. 

Untouched the Grafs, negleded lies the Wood, 

And hungry Beads at Diftance fcek their Food. 

The Dryads never haunt thcfe loathfome Bowr*s, 65^ 

Nor Swains with Incenfe bribe the rural Pow'rs. 



Ridlus» et albens olTibus fparfts folum. 
Cumque ex fupcrba rupe, jam prsedx imminenlSy 
Aptarejtalas, verbera et caudam roovens, . 
Ssevi Leonismore, concuteret minas ; 
Carmen popofci. Sonuic hon-endum ; infuper 
Crepuere make ; faxaque impatiens mone . 
Revulilt unguis, yifcera expedans mea. « 

' Nodofa fortis verba, et implexos dolos, 
Ac trifle carmen ajitis foivi ferae. Oedipus^ Aft I. V. 91» 

V. 649. At laft 'with headlong flight^'] Milton alludes to thefe 
Verfcs of pur Author. 

The Tbeban Monfter that proposed 

Her Riddle, and him that folv'd it not, devoured ; 
.7 That once found out and folv'd, for Grief and Spight, 
Caitherfelf headlong from th' I/menian ^teep. 

F3 To 
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To ot her Groves ill-omen'd Birds repair. 

And from afar abhor the tainted Air. 

Meanwhile the Thebansy urg'd by cruel Fate, 

TW jEtotian Chief in filent Pomp await ; 660 

Reclining on their Spears, the Wood furround. 

And reft their Bucklers on the dewy Groun^. 

The Sun recalled his unavailing Light, 

And on the fhaded Ocean rulh*d the Night j 

"When Tydeus from an Eminence, furvey*d 66^ 

Their Shields and Helmets glitt'ring thro* the Shade. 

Where thro^ jhefcanty Branches Phcebe gleams 

On their bright Armour with refrafted Beams, 

Amazement feiz*d him, yet he onward hied. 

And grafp*d the faithful Sabre at his Side : 67Q 

A pointed Javelin glitter'd in his Hand, 

While he accofts them with this ftern Demand. 

Warriors, whence come ye, and why thus prophane 

^With War-s Alarms, the Night's alternate Reign ? 

Silent 

V. 6(5 J. When Tydeus from an Eminsnee.'^ The fwo Adyent^ifcrs 
in the ninth iEntid, are difcovered by the fame accident. 
Cum procul hos lajvo fleiSlentes limite cernunt : 
£t galea Euryalum fublullri no6lis in umbra 
Prodidit iramemorem, radiifque adverfa refullxt. Y« 37? 

V. 673. Warriors *wf^ence come ye ^] As we are new arrived at this 
great Adion of Tytleus^ it may be worth while to tranfcribe a Pai» 
iage from Crucius*s Liyes of the Roman tpets relative to it. 

** Nothing can equal the Intrepidity of Tydeuu wh^n he was 
•* attacke»), by Surprize, by fifty Men that £(eocJfs (whoip he had 
** pj-oyoked by his Jiaughty. Behaviour, during his Embafly to him 
** from Polynices) fecretjy difpatched alief hiim fi-om Tbebesy to put 
** him to Death. When he f:ofnes to difcoyer their Numbers, h'e 
*' turns pale with Anger at To bafe an Enterprise, and, by the 
** Slaughter he makes amongft them, fcon cbnvmces tht:m of their 
•' Eiror, who eafily expedled to over-power one Man with their 
f^ Numbers. Tofecure hinifelf froin behind, he climbs up^st higl^ 
' " " * ' ' "* "Mountain, 
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3ilcnc they flood : and no Return of fpuocj $75 

Convinced the Chief h^ f rcad.5 on hpftiJe Qroua4^ 

A Javelin foon fuppUes the Wane q{ Tongue, 

By Cbibonius h.urrd, the X^eadcr of the Throng. 

The Weapon whi?zfts in its airy Courfe, 

Nor mifs*d thp Mark, though deftitute of Fofcu; 6?p 

It pierc'd jthe JStolian Boar's eredted Hide, 

(The Chiefs Defence, and erft the Monfter^s Pride) 

And o'er his Shoulder flew, unft^in'igi with Blood, , 

Where the falfe Point dcferts th^ fcjcble Wood^ 

Then Palenefs cloath'd his Fa^e, bujt fuch as fhe^vs 685 

Excefsof Wrath.— His ftifF'niog Hair arofc^ 

And now he hurls his angry Looks around. 

And views, amaz*d, the numerous Fo.e fuirrounci. 

Whence does ^he faid) thb needlefs T^rrpr groWj^ 

Of meeting on the Plain a (ingle Foe } 6^Q 

Advance, like Sons of STi&^^^j, aad bravely wieJd 

Your glittering Weapons on this open JField.. 

*• Mountain» and from thence hurls a prodigious praginent of a 
'* Aoek &t his Purfuers, which the ftrongeil )f oke of Oxen could 
*• hardly draw. This likewiie is imitated from Jjax in Hwntr^ 
'* and the Poet has endeavoored to exprefs this Aflion in his Num- 
** befs. The Spondees of the £ril Lihe exprefs hb Contention ia 
•* tearing ic away from the Rock: The beginning of the third 
'< breaks it ofi* with a Crack, the reft of t^e third and fourth 
'' heave it up, and poife it in the Air. 

Saxum ingens, quod vix plena cervice juvencji * 

Vertere humo, murifque valent inferre gementesp 

JRupibus avellity dein toto fanguine nixus 

Suftinet, immaneui qtiaerens librare ruinam, B. 2. Theb^ 
•« To foften the Improbability of fo prodigious a viftt)ry ai this, 
*< which Tydtus hejre gained over the fifty Tbtbans^ who were all 
'' ilain but one Man, whom he forced to jiiye^ and bear the fatal 
*« Meifage of this Misfortune to Thiba$ the Poet diicovers Jkf/Wri/tf , 
*' who is faid to have fecretlv . protected and ilrengchened him 
^ during the Engagement» and reproves him afterwards for vainly 
^ afcribmjg th|e 8ttC€cla to hit own Valour/' Lift ^Sutius, Vol. I, 

f 4 Scarce 
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Scaite had be fpokcf wbeh ru(hing from their Holds, 

A nutn'rous Baiul the intiiepid Chief infolds : 

From Hill and Dale thtT^pour; their Buckkfs yield. 

A filver Sound, and bnghcen all the Field* 696 

So when the miftgledCry of Men and Hounds^ 

Invades the Foreft, or the Wood furrounds, 

From Covert bound the Stags, a fearful Train, 

And fcdur in numerous Herds the verdant Plain. 706, 

The Hero then afcend^ a Mountain's Height, 

The belt Retreat from fuch unequal Fight. 

From henc^^ when pofted on the impending Brow, 

He might with Eafe annoy the Foes below. 

Enrag'd, he tore the Fn^ment of a Rock, 70^^ 

(Earth deeply groaned beneath the mighty Shock) 

Then fwimg it round, and poifing it on high. 

Sought where to let* the ponderous Ruin fly. 

Two Steers beneath tli* enormous Weight would groan, 

But Tydeus hurPd it from the Rock alone. 710 ' 

Vi 700. Andfconr in numerous HerJs.^ This Account of die Deer' 
flying together in Herds is Guiifiraied by FirgiL 

Alia de parte patentes 

Tranfmittunt carfa campoSf atque agmina cervi 
PulveruIeiiUiuga glomerant montefque relinquunt. 

lr. 705. He tore the Fragment.'^ It ttiay not perhaps be difagreeabte 
to th«i Rea;;€r, to fee how the Heroes in Homer and HrgUhsiridi^ 
this Kind of Weapon» 

-^- o &' X'^fl^^^ ^6 X*»p* 

O»o* *w ^goTo/ iiffty, a fMt ^ia tediKkt jcj oiG'. Lib. <. 

Tmrnui ia the twelfth Book of the iEndd, Verfe 896* 

Saxum circttmipicit ingcns, 
Vixinod Icfti bis fex cervice fubireot, 
Qoalia nunc hominum producit corpora terra 
tlle.manu raptum trcpidi torquebat in hoftem, 
, Aldor infuigens, eteurfu «oncltusHeroa/ ' 

'' ■ Thus 
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Thus, with ,8 Goblet lifted in his Hand» 

Brave Pholeus routed the TbigaUan Band. \ 

Thus fapp*d by Time, from fame overhanging Steep» 

A rolling Fragment thunders on the Deep. 

The Thebansicit it, ere they faw it fly, 715 • 

And cru(h*d in one promifcuous Ruin lie* 

Four Chiefs, intomb'd beneath th' opprcflhre Weight, 

Clos'd their .dim Eyes in one united Fate \ 

The refl to their ftrong Holds again repair» 

Unmindful of their Charge» and promis'd Care. 720 

His inward Worth and Virtue faiW to favc 

Brave Doty las from the relentleis Grare, 

In vain proud Tberon boafts his noble Race» 

And draws his Lineage from the God of Thrace^ 1 

Next Haljs fell, a Chief whofe Strength could tame 

The bounding Steed» in Arms a mighty Name : jtSI 

But here, alas ! on Foot he fought the Wari 

Nor joinM fwift Horfes to the rapid Car* 

Laft, Pi>^JiV»«j in Death's eternal Shade 

Sunk, unexperiencing great Bacchus^ Aid* ' . 730 . 

When fiercer now» he faw them quit the Fray 5 

He ruih'd, a Lion^ on his helplefs Prey ; 

With fwift- whirled Javelins fed their growing Fiear» 

Annoy*d the Front, and galFd them in the Rear. 

With headlong Rage he iflues on the Plain» ' 735 

(Nor Cares of Life or Safety can detain.) 

V.yzi^ His tntwardfVorthandhrtuifaird.'] 

TiV^paUhf, 0; fvacftf» ivxTifCfri} f y 'Af icrftf» 

*AM^ ci WK ra» yt tot* ifzaci ktfyf 99 QP^foVf 

JlfoV^n ixaPTiOcau UUadl^ B. 6. V. I JU 
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Then feizM a glittering Target» which before, 

VJ^hile Fate permitted, valiant Tb^rofi bore : 

The fpacious Orb he moves on ev*ry Fart, 

And ftands impervious to each hoftile Dart. 740 

The flaming Sabre waves their Heads above, 

(The fliining Earneft of paternal Love) 

Now thefe, now thofe, with fatal Blows he ply'd. 

And the red Slaughter fwelk on ev'ry Side. 

But while the ^beban Troops prolong the Fray, 7 45 

Involved in Night, Diforder and Difmay, 

With heedlefs Rage they deal^ their Blows around. 

And on their Comrades oft ififli& a Wound : 

0*er breathlefs Heaps alternately they reel ; 

Darts hifs on Darts, and Steel dcfcends on Steel. 750 

HepreiTeson, o'ercoming thofe who try 

The Conflift, and overtaking thofe who fly. ^ 

Briareus thus (if Phlegra Credit claim) 

Opposed the Regents of the ftarry Frame. 

The Thund'rer launched his flaming Bolts in vain, 755 

Nor Phcsbus* Shafts, nor Pallas* Snakes reftrain. 



V. 753. Briareu» tbusA Briareus wal one of the bold Invaders of 
Heaven. He is reported to have ba$l an hundred Arms and a hun- 
dred Breads. In the Midft of his Attempt he was flruck with a 
Thunderbolt» and buried under Mount jEina. However, at his 
firit AfTauIty he fipu'ead fuph a Terror amongd the Gods, that they 
metamorphoftfd themielves into Beafls and Birds, and betook t^^em** 
felves to different Countries till the Storm was oyer. 

This Simile, upon the whole, is really grand and noble-; and 
was intended to give the Rea4er the mbfl advantageous Ideas of 
our Hero's Valour and Intrepidity ; and we mull own, the Poet 
has gained a double End : and does not have us in greater Admi- 
ration of Tydsu$'% Courage, than of his own Art and Genius. The 
two lall Lines are elevated to the higheH Degree| and cannot fail 
of pleafing every trup Lover of the Sublipic, 



BpoKlI. STATIUSVs THEBAID, 75 

The Spear of haughty Mars unheeded flies. 

And Etna*s Forge in vain new Bolts fupplies. 

Unmov'd he ftalks along thie Fields- of Light, 

And with Regret beholds th' exhaufted Fight, 760 

Thys Ty^us in the glorious Conflift glows, 

And pours, like Lightning, on his trembling Foes : 

Then, as if bent on Flight, laround them wheePd, 

And intercepts their Anger with his Shield, 

Oft from its Orb he piuckM a briftling Wood, y6s 

The parts, returning, drink their Mafter*s Blood. 

Hjs wounded Breaft ftopp'd many a Wcapqn^s Cogrlc; 

But Heav'n difarm'd them of their fatal Force. 

Deiolochus beneath ^ whirling Blow, 

Not unattended, fopght the Shades below : 770 

JFor PhkgeuSy bounding with elated Heart, 

Arjjd Axe upheav'd, ru^h'd on the Vigor's Dart. 

Then Lycophon^ and mighty Cyan bled. 

By T^ydeus numbered with the vulgar Dead. 

In vain the braver few refift, in vain 775 

Recall their Comrades fcouring o'er the Plain. 

The crirpfon Horrors of the Fatal Night 

Allay their Thirft of Blood, and Love of Fight. 

When ChromiSy to the Tbetan Kings alljr'd. 

Proud with the; Capture of a Lyon*s Hide," 780 

y. 779.Wi&f» Chromis.] There is fomewhat in the Charafter of 
this Warrior, like that of Numanus in the ninth Book of the iEncid. 
They are both felf-fufficient, confident Bravadoes ; and it may be 
obfe/ved^ (hat the Poets never fail of ma{(in^ thep ilaio« apd do^ne^. 
what is called poetical Juftice. ' * 

Thefe little Anecdotes are introduced very opportunely, an4 
fervc to recall the Eyes of the Reader from the Scenes of Blood and 
Horror he is almoft perpetually engaged in, to ObjeAs of a more 
calm and tranquil Nature ; befides they refrelh his Mind by their 
Variety, and keep off that Inattention, which will unavoidably 
creep on in t|ie ^ouxk of a long Narration* 
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With knotted Club in Hand, amidft them ran^ , 

And thus, a feeming Hercules^ began. 

Him Dryope on fair Ifmenut Shore 

Brought forth, when heedlefs of the Charge ftic bore. 

She mingled with the Bacchanalian Train, 785 

Anddrag*d a Bullock to her Patron's Fane. 

Her burfting Womb (an unexpected Binh) 

Difcharg'd its Burden on the clajr-cold Earth : 

Shall then our Spoils (he cries) in Triumph borne. 

Ye Sons of Tbeies^ this haughty Chief adorn ? 790 

Shall he at Argos our Dtfgrace proclaim, 

(Tho* he muft fail of Credit and of Fame) 

Fulfil yc thus the Piomife you have made. 

And is the Royal Bounty thus repaid ? 

More had he fpoke, but whifUing from above 795 
Thro* his cleft Jaws a pointed Javelin drove* 
Then his dull Ears with hollow Murmurs rung, 
Th' unfinifli'd Accents fluttered on his Tongue, 
Thro' all his Limbs cold crept the (hades of Death, 
And in thick Gafps he yields his vital Breath. 800 

You too, brave Tbefpansy if my Verfe can give 
Immortal Honour, fhall in Fame revive. 
Brave Peripbas beneath the expiring Load 
Of his lov'd Brother, crofs'd the fliining Road» 
(Than which nor Length of Time or Place can prove 805 
A brighter Inftance of fraternal Love) 
His Brcaft beneath the Cuirafs heaves with Sighs, 
Nor the clofe Helm reftrains his ttreaming Eyes, 
When lo ! a Weapon flying from behind, 
The fubtle Texture of his Ribs disjoined ; 810 

Nor here defying, (pent its deadly Force, 
But fixed him to his dying Brother's Corfe : 

Who 



Who felt tfie Stroke, though on the Verge of Dettk, 

And ftruggling to detain the parting Breath. 

Thus Peripbas (whofe Faculties were found, SijJ 

And Senfe uninjur'd by the recent Wound) 

** O may thy Sons thus prcfs to thy Embrace, * 

And print warm Kiflcs on thy clay-cold Face.** 

Thus the brave Pair performed their mutual 'Vow, * 

And fought, with Hand in Hand, the Shades briidw. %i6 

Mean while with Javelin, and protended Shield - : 

The Warrior cours*d M^enetes o'er the Field. 

In vain he drove with fafety to retreat. 

The treacherous Ground betray*d hi.? hafty Feet. 

In vain with Blandi(hments he tempts the Foe, 825 

And from his Throat fufpends the deftin'd Blow. 

•* By Heav'n's high Regents, and yon ftarry Train, 

« That deck with radiant Orbs ttC Etherial Plain, 

** By facred Night, propitious to thy Caufc, 

♦* Oh ! ftay thy Hand, nor fcom the juft Appfaufe, 830 

** Which from my Mouth thy val'rous Feats fhallgain, 

*• Regafdlels of the Tyrant's hated Reign. 

** So may proud Thebes he r flaught*red Offspring mourn» 

" And joyful Argos hail thy fafe Return." 

To whom the Hero, with a gloomy Frown : Z^^ 

** Vain are thy Tears, the fatal Die is thrown, 

** Hence to grim Pluto's Realms, nor feek t* enjoy 

** That Life thou'fl: fought in Tydeus to deflxoy. 

** Why lengthen thus the Thread of tedious Life, 

" Doomed to be cut in War's approaching Strifei 840 

This faid, his Spear cuts Ihort die Suppliant's Pray% 

For ever mute.--«His Soul lUflblvts in Ain 

Then boldly preffing on tke flying Crowd» 

Heiprings, and thus in Triumph vaunts aloud. 

•* Think 
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•* Think not, ycDaftards, this fad Night renews 845 

<*. Great Bacchus* Orgies, and triennial Dues, 

^ No howling Matrons rend their floating Hair, 

*^ And clad in Deer-Skins, wreathed javelins bear; 

*^ Or to the Flucc*s effeminating Sound, 

*^ In andc Meafurcs beat the trembling Ground. 85<^ 

**' No Luft- inciting Timbrel here invites 

^ To mix with Eunuchs in unmanly Fights. 

** Far other Scenes of Battle and of Rage 

** Employ our Arms, and all our Thoughts engage. 

" Go, feek your Comrades in the Stygian Shade, t^^ 

^ And leave to Men of Worth the martial Trade.** 

While thus he raves, his Sinews lofe shcir Force, 

And the chill Blood fufpends its purple Courfe 5 

r. 845. Thini net.] Statiut copied this fatyrical Speech from that 
^ Ntimanui in the ninth ^neid. 

O vere Phrjgiae, neque enim Phryges ! ite, per alta 
Dindyma» ubi a^aetis biforem dat tibia cantuin. ' 
Tympana vos buxufque vocant Berecynthia matris 
Idiese* Sinite arma viris, et cedite ierro. 
r. 857. While thus be raves,] £»»/«j has a fimilar FafTage AamB. 15* 
Undiqoe conveniunt, velut imber» tela tribuno: 
Confligunt parmam ; tinnit haftilibus ambo 
JEnxo fonitu galeae : fed nee pote quifquam 
Undiqae nitendo corpus difcerpere ferro. 
Semper abundantes hailas frangitque quatitque : 
Totum fudor habet corpus, multumque laborat. 
Nee refpirandi fit copia pr^pete ferro, 
Hiflri tela manu jacientes folllcitabant. 
Tafo likewife imitates it» B. 9. Stanza 97, 

Fattointanto hail Soldancid» che e conceilb 

Fare a terrena forza, or pia non puote, 
Tutto d fangue, e fudore, an^ve, eipeflb 
Anhelar gli ange il petto, e i fianchi fcote» 
Langue fotto io fcado il braccioopprefTo, 

Gira la deilra il ferro in pigre rote ; 
Spezza, enontaglia, e divenendo ottufb, 
Perdttto il brando omai di brando ha Palb* 

Each 
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Each Objcdt of his.Aiaucludcs the Stroke, 

And his loofe Knees his fleeting Strength befpoke. 860 

The Bofs fuftains the well-known Shield no more. 

And dewy Sweat diftils from evVy Pore. 

From his warm Face the bloody Torrents pour. 

And his difcolour'd Hair emits a Show*r. 

Thus when the King of Brutes has ftorm*d the Fold 865 

By Famine prefs'd, by Shepherds uncontrouPd, 

He fcafts luxurious on the tempting Food, 

And (hakes his Mane, ered with clotted Blood : 

But quickly pamper'd, bids his Wrath fubfide. 

And views the Ground, with flipp*ry Slaughter dy'd ; 

Then bites the Air, and e*er'he hies away, 871 

Licks the fpare Remnants of his mangled Prey. 

The Warrior now to Thebes had bent his Cpurfc, 

And fhewn the Marks of his fuperior Force; 

When rulhing from the Skies, th* Athenian Maid 875 

His rafli Attempt, and daring Ardour ftay*d. 

thou, by whofe right Arm unerring Fate 
Decrees Deftrudion to the ^heban State, 
With Moderation ufe whatever is giv*n, 

, Nor dare beyond the Bounds prefcrib*d by Heaven. 
All you can wifti beyond thefe glorious Spoils, 881 
Is public Credit to reward your Toils. 

H4emon^% 

V. 875. When rujlbiftg.] Thi$ Paflage is borrowed from that of Ho^ 
miff in the tenth Iliad, where Minerva defends from Heaven, and 
advifes Diomede to retire, when he would have puihed his.Conquefb 
farther. Her Words are, 

1 belike every one will allow the Allegory here to be juft, natural^ 
and unforced. Tjdeus, fiuihed with Succefs, would have returned 

to 
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Hd!moff% prophetic Offspring only lives, 

Vor iwTihng, he his flaughter'd Friends furvives. 

He, who in Wifdom and Experience old, 885 

Could Fates forefce, and myftic Dreams unfold. 

Had warned the King : but by the Gods Decree, 

He heard and difbelievM the Prophecy. 

To him, while for delaying Death he pines. 

The Vidor-Chief this odious Taflc configns. 850 

Whoe'er thou art, whom Mercy prompts to Ijpare, - 

This Meffage to the Theban Monarch bear ; 

Pid him prevent each nodding Turret's Fall, 

And with deep Trenches fortify the Wall : 

Arm ev'ry Son of Cadmus in his Caufe, 895 

And fubjedt all to military Laws. 

Ere foon hci'ee me, like a Ray of Light, 

Breakthrough the Cloiidof Hofts opposed in Fight. 

To Ptfl/iW then, Affiftant in his Toils, 

The Hero dedicates the bloody Spoils* 90c 

to Theiesy loaded with the Spdis of his flaaghteted Enemies; bd 
while he is meditating upon it, Wifdom» expreifed by MfturvM, de 
icendsfrom Heaven, and diftuades him from fo ra^ an Attempt, 
Hence we may fee how Wrongly the Poetry of the Ancients was cooi 
ne^itd with their Religion, and of what fingular Importance th«iir] 
Mythology was jto fct off and decorate their Compositions. Ha' 
the Ppet obfenred, that his Hero's Ralhnefs gave Piac^ to cook 
Kefledlions, we ihould have paifed it over, as indiiierent, and un^j 
worthy any particular Notice, but when he fays, that Minerva ad 
vifed him againfl putting his Projeds in Execution, who is na 
awakened, attentive, delighted? 

V. 887. But By the Gmis Decree.] The fair Caffkndrm was fulge 
,10 the fame ^talDifreganL 

Tunc etiam fatis aperit Cafiandra futuris 
Ora, del jufiii non unqaam crodita Teoeris. ^n. B. 2. V. 246J 
▼• 899. To Pallas tbenA JEneas ereds a Trophy of this Kind 
Marif ^neid, B. ii, Vcrfe 4. 

Ingentem quercum, deci^s undi^ue ramis, 
'C#idkit«xt tumulo, fulgcntiaque mduit arma, 

Mezend 

I 
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There grew» an O^ which bng had brav'd the Ra^e " 

Of rufhing Tempefts, and corroding Age : 

High on a rifing Eminepce it ilood. 

The Pride and Glory of the (bbjeft Wood. 

This with the Glare of crefted Helins he graced, goi; 

And Shields with Wounds and hoftile Gore dcfac'd, ^ 

To thefe a Heap of (hivcr'd Spears he joins. 

And Swords ne'er ufed before on fuch Defigns. 

Then from the high rai3'd Pile his IiJanUs ?he ri:egrs, 

While Echo fcgnji the Hills returns his J^ray*ts : q^ 

O Virgin, Daughter of immortal Jovt^ 

(Nor need the Sire his Oflfspring difapprove^ 

Whofe beamy Cafque a beauteous Horror crowjH, 

And on whofe Shield c^epreflivc Gprgoo frownn* 

To thee Bellonn% great in Arms> muft yields : ^^A 

And Mars refign the Hono\H"s of the Field* 

O deign then (whether from PandiQfi% Mouot 

You rufh impetuous,, or th* Aonian Fount, 

In whofe encircling Waves you badie ypur H^ir^ . 

Oft. as the Sons pf JEa,rth you .make ypur C?re) ^j^q 

T* accept thefe Trophies of the cpnqu^r'd JFoe, 

Sacred by Will, by Gratitude and Vow, 

Let thefe a while fufEce : butihpuld ag^iin 

Kmd Fortune land me on my native Plain, 



Meitenti Duels exul^as \ tibi iha^e trophseuiA 
Bellipotens : aptarrOiantes fangume criAas» 
Telaque trunca viii, et bis iex thoraca petitum 
PerfofTuxnqUe locis ; clypeumque ex sere iiniflro 
Sabligat, atque.^:^9ifD(^ f^^^e^ditjgb^i^um. 

Vke Ancients laid fo great a Strels upon th^fe hoftile Trophies, that 
deipaired of Conqueft without Jiavine previoufly confecrated 
to Kwnc Deity, who prcfided over warlike Affairs* 

Vol. !• G Then 
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H^rmofC% prophetic Offspring duly lives, 

Vor -wiihng, he his flaughtcr'd Friends furvives. 

He, who in Wifdom and Experience old, 885 

Could Fates forefce, and myftic Dreams unfold. 

Had warned the King : but by the Gods Decree, 

He heard and difbelicvM the Prophecy. 

To him, while for delaying Death he pines. 

The Vidor-Chief this odious Taflc configns. 850 

Whoe'er thou art, whom Mercy prompts to Ijpare, - 

This Meffagc to the Theban Monarch bear ; 

Pid him prevent each nodding Turret's Fall, 

And with deep Trenches fortify the Wall : 

Arm ev'ry Soh of Cadtnus in his Caufe, 895 

And fubjedt all to military Laws. 

Ere foon he i'ee me, like a Ray of Light, 

Breakthrough the Cloud of Hofts opposed in Fight. 

To Ptfl/iW then, AflTiftant in his Toils, 

The Hero dedicates the bloody Spoils. 900 

to Theiesy loaded with the Spdls of his flaaghtered Enemies; but 
while he is meditating upon it, Wifdom, expreifcd by Mimer*uu, dc» 
icends.from Heaven, and difTuadcs him from fo rafli an Attempt, 
Hence we may fee how ftrongly the Poetry of the Ancients was con- 
nedted with their Religion, and of what fmgular Importance their 
Mythology was jto fct off and decorate their Compositions. Had 
the Ppet obfenred, that his Hero's Ralhnefs gave Piac^ to cooler 
Refledlions, we ihould have paffed it over, as indifterent, and un- 
worthy any particular Notice, but when he fays, that Minerva ad^ 
vifed him againfl putting his Projeds in Execution, who is not 
awakened, attentive, delighted? 

V. 887. But by the Gwds Deem.] The fair CaffhnJrm w«s fttl>jeft 
,10 the fame ^talDifreganL 

Tunc etiam fatis aperit CafTandra futuris 
Ora, dei juifu non unquam crodita Tcueris. ^n. B. 2. V. 246. 
▼• 899. To Pallas tbenA JEneas ereds a Trophy of this Kind ta 
Marif ^ncid, B. ii. Vcrfe 4. 

Ingentem quercum, deci^s undi^ue ramis, 
'Cmitait tumulo, fulgentiaque mduit arma, 

Mezenti 
I 
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There grev^* an Ode which long had brav'd the Rage 

Of rulhing Tempefts^ and corroding Age : 

High on a rifing Eminepce it ilood^ 

The Pride and Glory of the fiibjeft Wood. 

This with the Glare of crefted Helins he gracM, go^ 

And Shields with Wounds and hoftile Gore d^fac'd, ^ 

To thefe a Heap of Ihivcr'd Spears he joins. 

And Swords ne'er ufed before on fuch Defigns. 

Then from the high rais'd PUe his f^ands .he ri:egrs. 

While Echo fcgna the Hills returns his J^ray'^s-: 04^ 

O Virgin, D.^i»gbter of imrnortaj Jovi^ 

(Nor need the Sire his Offspring difappjpve^ 

Whofe beamy Cafque a beauteous Horror crowiw» 

And on whofe Shield expreflivc Qorgoo ffo.w.on» 

yo thee Bellomp great in Arms, muft yield>.; ^^fA 

And Mars refign the Honours pf the Field* 

O deign then (whether from PdfidiQn^% Mouaf 

You rufh impetuous,, or th' 4onian Fount:, 

In whofe encirclixig Waves you badiey^iur Ji^ir^ . 

Oft as the Sons pf JEa,rth you .naake ypur QfiXft) ^^q 

T* accept thefe Trophies of the cQnqu^r'd foe, . . 

Sacred by Willi by Gratitudc^and Vow, 

Let thefe a while fuBice : !;>ut :fhpuld .ag(9.in 

Kind Fortune land me on my native Plain, 

MeiKentiDucisexttl^as; tibl iha^e tropliseum 
Bellipotens : aptarrorantes fangume criicas^ 
Telaque trunca viii, et bis fex thoraca petitum 
Pcrfoflumqiie locis j dypeumque ex arc fmiftro 
Subligaty atque/^Qif^qitpi^^l^evdk^arnum. 

Tke Ancients laid fo great a Strefs upon tll^fe hoftile Trophies, that 
Acy defpaired of Conqueft without Jiavin^ previoufly confecrated 
thfm to feme Deity, who prefided over warlike Afiairs^ 

Vol. I. G Then 
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Then to thy Honour golden Fanes fliall rife, ^x5 

And daily Fumes enwrap the fcented Skies. 

I^'ix'd on thofe Hills from whofe impending Steep 

Your Eyes may range along th* Ionian Deep, 

yrhere Acbelous fraught with rural Spoils, 

O*erflo*rs his Banks, and mocks the Shepherd*s Toils. 

Here Ihall be feen in Brais and fculptur*d Stone, 931 

A fcepter*d Race^ and Deeds of high Renown ; 

While the proud Creft, bright Lance» and captive Blade, 

Shall on the loaded 'Scutcheon (bine difplay'd 

Which Jove and you have whilom rendered mine, 935 

And which unwilling Thebes may yet rcfign. 

A hundred Nymphs obfequious to thy Nod, 

,With Torches Ihall illume the fair Abode : 

And in their Wreaths with ftudy*d Art unite 

The glowing Purple and unfully*d White. 945 

An aged Matron at thy Shrine fhall (land, 

And feed the Flame with unremitting Hand 5 

Nor rafhly dare with curious Eye prophanc 

Thy myftic Rites and Orgies of the Fane. 

£*€n Cfntbia (hall without Reludance fee 945 

The Firft- Fruits of the Year decreed to thee. 

Thus Tydeus fpoke, impatient of Delay, 

And to fam*d Jrgos took his weary Way. 

T. 945. E*gH C^uihia.] Tydeus allades here to Dianah Reientmen» 
^ainft Otnem, ^is Ffdier. See Ovid. Metamorph. 
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Th6 argument. 



ET E O C L E S, anxidusfor the SUccifi of tie Ambuf 
cade^ pajfif the Night without Sleep. In the Mom^- 
ing Mseon, the Prophet ^ returns^ andy after a fever e In- 
ve3ive againjl the Tyrant* s jlmbitiony falls upon bis o*ivn 
Sword. *The King, enraged at bis feeming Infolencej for- 
hids the Rites of Burial to he boftowed on him. In the 
A£dft of this Confufion^ Ide, a Theban Matron makes a 
pathetic Lamentation over the Bodies of her two Sons. 
Alethes endeavours to mitigate the Grief of his Pellow-Ci-' 
tizensj and declares his Refolution of killing himfelf. Mean- 
while Jiipiter /ummans Mafs to take tja Charge iff the War 
upM him^ and d^tsrs 4b9 Cods from making any Opp$/ki(m 
in favour of either Nation. Mars in his Def cent from Hea- 
ven is met hy Venus, who ufes all her Art to dijfuade hinf 
from putting the Commands ofjjspvt^rin Execution. Adraf- 
tus and his Council are diflurbed^ by the abrupt Arrival of 
Tjrdeus, who advifes them to mdrch to Thebes that In- 
fiant. The Common People^ exafperated at the Treachery 
^fEt&ockSj mrefearcet^ di^aded/rom. putting this rafh 
Onmfel in Execution. AAxfL^us fends two Augurs for Ad- 
vice from Jupiter how to a£l\ and is threatened with the 
DeflruSlion of bis whole Artny if he makes War. Then 
Capancus, a Warrior of difiinguifhed Valour^ puts himfelf 
at the Head of the Mob^ and forces Amphiaraus out qf 
bis Retirement y by whom be is acquainted with the For- 
tune of the Wary but to no Purpofe. At Midnight Arg;ia 
importunes her Father to give bis Confent to the W^% ^hofi 
Anjwer concludes the Book. 
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BOOK THE THIRD. 

11 I I M i n i > w I ■ III I n t mtttti0*k$mi $tn m i ^^mmmmmmat^mmmti^^mmMti^ 

THE Moon had mcafor^d half the Coarfc of Nig^ 
And the Stars fhone with rmdiminifh^d {ut^ht; 
But, though a tedious Interval remains^ 
Ere fair Avmra climbs th' Etherial Plains» 
Involved in Cares, the ^be^an Monarch lies : { 

Peace fled his Breail, and Sleep forfook his Syes. 
While the Refledion of his bafe Deiigns 
Preys on his Mind, and Fear the worft diyinea^^ 
Fear, that anticipates the Vaice of Faoie» 
And loves new Obje£ls of Defpair to frame. t« 

V. 5. lavWd i» CartA The Pbaflves of illegal Aogmtdo^B are 
unequal to the Caiet and Fears arifing from them. The Pains of 
the Body are carable and tranfient| but the Stings of Confidence 
limiuble hy Rejpentance an4 Death only. QliuuUan kM Mti^bbi 
the Torments ot a euilty Villain^ in the Pqfon of RuffmUf v^^ 
great Spirit and exaa Propriety;. 

AtprocolexanguisRaffinmnpercniit horror: 

Infedae pallore gense^ ftetit oce gelato 

locertos peteretne fneam» jreniain^e fubadlvs 

Pofceret an ftantes fefe transfertet in hoftes. 

Qgid nunc Divida ? quid fnjn vafta netaUi 

Congeries? qnid pmpmtis cffnlta columnis 

Afria prolatae?e jnvant ad Udera moles ? 

Addititer, nnmcratqae dies, fpatio^e vianun 

J^etitur vitam, tovqoetnr pcfle ^tnra: 

'T^ec redpit fomnos, et faepe cubilibns aniens 

£:K:«tUar, |>9fti«iqoelttitlbnnidinepaenss. 
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Aiham'd to doubt the Fortune of the Fray, 

He feeks Excufes for their long Delay ; 

And cries — Has Fortune, or fome favoring God 

Inlpir'd the Foe to Ihun the publick Road ? 

Or Fame a Rumor of our Ambufh fpread, 15 

And rous'd all Argos to revenge the Dead ? 

Nor have I chofe a nfiein, inglorbUs Trairt, 

Avcrfe to Fight, or Strangers to the Plain, 

But Chiefs* who great in Arms fuffice alone - • 

1*0 level ArgoSy and fecure my Throne. Id 

Fierce as great ^ydeus feems and prone t* engage. 

Yet may he dread my Spear's refiftlefs Rage ; 

Though Brafs and Adamant their Strength uoite. 

To fence his Bofom, and exclude the Fight. 

Whence thefe Delays then ? where the doubtful Strife 

And Toil is ended with a fingle Life. ^6 

Such various Care his tortur'd Bread inflamed J 

Th* Adventurers much, but more himfelf he blames. 

Who, prefs'd with Doubts, forbore the final Blow, 

And fafe from Thebes difmifs'd the fcornful Foe. 30 

In vain he feeks in Sleep a Ihort Refource, 

O'crwhelm'd with Shame, diftradled with Remorfe. 

As whjn the Pilot, tempted by the Breeze 

And glaffy Surface, feeks the middle Seas, 

Oft o'er the Face of^ther Clouds arife^ ' 35 

And Jove in ibdden Show'rs f orfakes the Skies : 

From Eaft to Weft the muttVing Thunder rolls. 

And fierce Orion fliakes the laboring Poles. 

Fain would he feck the Shore, but from the Stern 

The South drives on, and hinders his Return, /uq 

Till fpent with ufelefs Toil, and black Defpair, 

He quits his Art, and trufts to Fortune's Care, 

ThuS| 
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Thus, rackM with Doubts, he chides the lazy Sun, 

And bids the Hours with fwifter Motion run. 

Aurora now had ihot a glimm'ring Ray^ 45 

And the Stars vanilh'd from emergent Day \ 

When fudden Tremors heav*d the guilty Ground, 

And Heav*n and Earth rebellowed to the Sound, 

Signal of Woe— while from Citbaron^ Brow 

Ruih'd a diflblving Stream of ancient Snow. 50 

Upborne in Air afpiring Roofs engage. 

And the fev'n Gates thrice clafti'd with martial Rage. 

But MmKj refcued from th* expc6ling Jaws 

Of wifti'd DeftruAion, foon explains the Caufe, 

Proclaims the fad Reverfe of partial Fate, ^^ 

And threats Misfortunes to the Tbeian State. 

For ere in open View he j9:ood confeft. 

He deeply groan'd, and beat his manly Breaft. 

Thus fares a Shepherd, when returning Light 

Reveals the Carnage of the fonner Night, €0 

(Whofe Flocks, retreating to fome thicker Wood 

From the rough Storm, a Troop of Wolves purfii'd) 

Stretched on the Sand, he vents his Grief, yet fear» 

To bear the Tidings to his Maftcr^s Ears : 

Vm 47. fTJhiM fudden Tremors\ This Difafter feems to be ufherad 
in with too much Pomp and Parade. A more furprifing A£> 
fe^iUage of Phaenomena could not have preceded the taking of. 
Tleles, But fome may fay, all thefe Prodigies were preparatory to 
and prefaging of it. Perhaps they were fo: but they ought to have 
happened at a fhorter DiHance irom it ; when every one mufl haive 
been in Sufpenfe concerning the Fate of the City, and every thing . 
that appeared like an Omen, interefting and alarming. 

v. 50. RuJb^dadiJfoUuing Stream] This Article of the Snow's fal- 
ling is mentioned by Lucan in the firft Book of his Piar/aUa, 

vjBteremque jugis nutantibus Alpej 

DUctKere xdvcm. 

G 4 And^ 



And), vex'd to &nd the Va^Hes Ueat no more^ 6 

With plaintive Notes invokes .the lift*ning Sfa6rc« 

B:ut, when the Tbroag of Macrons at the Gate, 

As yet iinknpwilig. thdr Relation's Fate, 

Beheld him unauetided, aiid' alone. 

They rufb^ diftraflied, through th' affrighted Town. 79 

Inftead Df Qv^eftions, fofiiling Clamors rife. 

And Shrieks ?t?i|evr'd kf the i^Qtentive Skies. 

Sucli is the Ti^umult, whenv its Walls overthrown, 

Bellon^ triiiinnphs o'er fomc captive Town ; 

Or, when a Vefiel, hunied down the Steep 75 

Of opening J^urges^' cleaves the nether Deep. 

But, when the Ibrrowiqg Prophet had obtam'd 

AdriniiSon fo the King, and Audience gaia'd ; . 

This one (he cues) of .fifty valiant lives 

To bring the dftinal ^tSd^Q^ydfus gives. . "jjcj 

Thus Jb ortunc or the 'vengeful Fat^s decreed, 

jDf Hcav'n, to piKiifh the perfidious Deed : 

Or, what I fpeak with Shame, and own with Grief^ 

The i&ngle Valour of this njighty Chief. 

E'en i cka icarccly credit, who furvey'd 5^ 

The bloody f^rpgrcfs of His rdcking Blade. 

1^. &^. 4nd *ve:6*d to fffd the FalUesl The Poets Often transfer the 
Ciralb is SdiihdEs from th^ anhnal Authors of them, to the Place in» 
WK ii they art reprefented to be. Hence Otw/ fajrs the PMns lowi. 
kaS defiod^ that the Mouitttains^ bleat?. • : . ^ « < 

V. 73« ^ut^ is the Tumuk} tiomef has a ^ikule ibmething likjB 1I129 
O^ ikt CoaA^niation oceafioned by che Beatb of Ht^itit. ' 

IhiU (ifpffit7ffA itv^h ^};^oifox^t'««ip9^« $, zz, V. 4oS* 



But 7QU, O MaDe# of my Comrades flain, 
. And you, brtghc Orilam.encs lOf Ojfntbidt$ Reigd^ 
Atteft, tiut Ltfe unafk'd ihe Vidaf gavtf, 
And fav'd me ifrom a Icfi inglorious Grave. g[^ 

Thus the gl^at Arbiters of Life and Death 
Enjoin'd : nor can we yiejid our vital Breath, 
Till the predeftirt'd, nuttibeir'd Hours are comc^ 
And Fa€e has feaM th* irrevocable Doom, s 
Elfe had } faU'n in War, and giv'n to Fame, 95 

yfkkt Nature craves, and Pluto foon will claim; 
Nor thou, fo<- whom Bellpna*% Torch Ihall bum^ 
The Soldier bleed, and widow*d 3eauty moum^ 
Shalt from thy bani*h*d Bitotfeer long detnn 
The promised Empire, and alternate Reign : lOff 

Black Fate hzmgs 6ver thy devoted Head, 
Nor Thebes J divided from her King, fliall Meed. 
Full fifty Ghofts Ihall their frelh Woiinds difcloi^ 
And make thee loath the Seafon of Reppfe, 
More had he utter'd, but the Tyrant's Ire io| 

Varied }iis Cheeks with Blood, his Eyes with Fire. 
Swift from their Seats two daring Villains iprung. 
Prepared to filence fiis licentious Tongue. 
Who prone^ in all the King commands, t* obey. 
Shone firft at Court, and held the Reins of Sway^; '1 i<f 



104. Fullfftf Qhofis\ Dido Areatens Mtuas wi^ tie feme Pt- 
aent.' * ' ' 

Dido fhall com^ with a bkck falph'iy Fbuhe, 
When Death has once diffolv'd her mortal Fj^amc. 
Shall fmile to fee thee, 'I'yrant, vainly weep, 
Her angry Ghoft, arifing frt)nt Ac Deep, 
%sA max ihee waking, and diilurb Uiy Sleep* 

Pf^dtff, JBt. 4. 

Mean 
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Mean while the Riopbet views his naked Swotd, 

Then fmiks at the ftern Afped o£ his. JLord ; 

And cries— The Fates forbid thee to commaod 

A Life uninjured bjr great Tjdni/ Hand. 

My Soult difchargfd by this aufpicious Blade» 115 

Shall jmn my Comrades in th* Eixfia» Shade. 

Thus AUon : the preventing Steel fuppieft 

Th* imperfe^ Sounds, and quivers in his Brcaft. 

1 lis Mouth and Wound emit a crimfon Flood, 

And form a Channel of united Blood : lao 

While Nature fliivers at approaching Death, 

And ftruggles to retain the parting Breath. 

Smit with the Dread of cbefe portended Woes, 

Xbe Nobles murmur, and the Senate rofe. 

While Fadion to her Side the Rabble draws, i2| 

And with invented Tales fupports her Caufe. 

Mean while the Prophet's Friends unite their Aid, 

And on their Shoulders Home the Corfe convey'd. 

Frowning he fcem'd as in Contempt of Death ; 

Nor fled his Scernnefs with the vital Breath. 13Q 

But the fierce Tyrant's Rage as yet furviv'd, 

Unquenchable as when its Objedt liv*d. 

Rcpuls'd with Threats the Fatriot*s Friends retire, 

Nor dare to raife him a funereal Pyre, 

V. 129. FroiAjning hi feenCd\ Lucan has fpme few Lines on iho 
Appearance of Pompeyh Countenance after Death. 
Nor Agonies, nor livid Death difgracc 
The facred Features of the Hero's Face j 
In the cold Vifage, mournfully ferene. 
The fame indignant Majefly was feen ; 
There Virtue, ftill unchangeable, abode. 
And fcorn'd Uie Spite of tv^vy partial God. 

^Rflw/,*Lib. 8. V. 901. 

▼. 133. RituW d nx)ith Thnats] This Prohibition ot the King's is 

the more infmcd dn by the Poet, becaufe the Ancients had nothing 

in 
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Yet reft, illuftrious Shade, nor fear the Rage 135 

Of envious Slander, or oblivious Age. 

But Oh ! what N umbers can thy Virtue paint ; 

(The ftronger Image makes Defcription faint) 

That Virtue, which th' Ufurpcr durft oppofe. 

And warn his Country of impending Woes : 14^ 

Which Parcnerihip in Guilt did e'er difclaim. 

And fought the Path to Freedom and to Fame. 

^polla crown'ci thy Worth with early Bays» 

Nor blufh'd with thee to (hare prophetic Praife i 

The Nymph of Cyrrba filent fhall remain^ 145 

Nor fam'd Dodt?na*s Oak an Anfwer deign : 

While round the Shrine fufpended Nations wait. 

And bribe in vain th' Interpreter of Fate. 

Let fair Ehffium hence thy Prefence boaflx 

Scquefter'd from the dark Tartarean Coaft ) 150 

Where, nor Eieocks ejterts his Reign, 

Nor fervile Thebans brook the galling Chain* 

Tho' foul in Duft, yet undisfigur*d lies 

The Carcafe, guarded by the pitying Skies. 

Untouched by Dogs remain his Limbs and Face, 155 

While Birds retire in Rev'rence of the Place. 



in greater Horrof than the Want of "Burial, Virgil {zys, that thr 
linburied on the Banks cf Styx 

Centum errant annos, volitantque haec littora cifcttitt. 
Turn demum admiiliy ftagna exoptata revifunt. 

iEneid^ B* 6. V* 329. 

y. 153. Tho^ foul in Dufi] The Ancients held nothing, except 
life itlelf, in greater Value than the Burial of their Bodies entire 
Hhd undifmeaibered : Hence Friam in the 24th Book of the Iliad, 
l^us interrogates Mercury abcut the Fate of He^or^ 
H IT» Tra^ iiiiaa^y tf^oq ^aK» «ii (At* n^n 



^ean 
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Mean white ih' Aetolisn Heroes Ff ats engage 
The Senate's Care, ^nd fire the Youth withHage. 
Here Age and Seat no more DiftmAioii know. 
But all with an impatient Ardor glow^ i6# 

To view the Labours of a fingle Chief, 
' <^ar the young Bride, and foothe the Pareim^s Grief, 
The weeping Croud a doleful Concert yields, 
While pkintive Echo from the neighboring Field» 
Sigh ftill with fighing answers, Groan with Groan, 165 
And feems to mourn for Sorrows not bef own. 
Bui when the/ readi'd th.* unhabitable Wood, 
And Rocks cbat hang incumbent o'er the Fk>od^ 
A fuddeft Tumult fhakes the nether Plain, 
(As if the Pead had yet unpitied lain) r jrO 

From one hqge Mouth the Clamour ^tm% to tio^^ 
And all th* Aflembly wcar$ one Face of Woe i 
}n tatter'd Robes the God of Sorrow ftands % 
Stern is his Afpeftt bloody are his Hands : *• 
He beckons to his VotVies, and fupplies 175 

Their Lungs with Vigour, and with Tears their Eyes, 
They life the Helftiets and rejoice to trace 
The well-known Features of each kindred Face j 

V, 167. A^ 'when thfy reacts fi] In thfs Prelude Sttitias has |>Tt* 
jMured OS for all the fucceeding Calamities of Thehesy and has givea 
Qs (as it were) a)^ the Horrors of' War in Miniature« The lafl Book 
left us highly preDoiTe/Ted in Favour of fydem % but the Poet now, 
like a ftilfbl Manciaa» changes his Note, and melts us into Pit/ 
ahd Tendemefs. £yen the Valour of Tydeus lofes its Luflre, wheqr 
We teHedl 011 jthe f^al Confetjuences with which it was attended. 

V. 173. in ia^ier* d Jiohes the Cod of Sorrcui] This PerfoniJicatibii 
pf'tbe Paflions is enti/'ely original, and very well executed. The 
f ignit» Countenance and Habit are very confiftent with the God 
jl^Soitow» and the two laft Lines very natural and highly finifhed. 
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Hang o*er the clay-cold Bodies^ fhed a Fioad 

Of Tears, and ftccp their Hair in clotted Blood : i So 

Or feal their Ey^s, and, groveling on the Gfound, ' 

Bathe with the Scream of Grief each gaping Wound. 

While fome with fruitlefs Care cxcrad the Darts, 

Or join the fevered Limbs and kindred Parts. 

But wretched Ide rufhes to and fro, rSj 

In all the raging Impotence qf Woe. 

Thro* Thorns and Clouds of Duft fhe bends her Wafi 

She rends her Treffcs venerably grey. 

Horror accompanies each ftreaoling Tear, 

Nor the Spcdtators pity her, but fear. r^ 

She feeks her Sons amcing the numerous Dead, 

And mingles with the Duft hsr aged Head. 

Thus the Tbejfalian Hag, at whofc Command 

Reviving PJiantoms leave the Stygian Strand, 

In bloody Fields explores her lifeiefi Prey^ i^j . 

Lur*d with the Carnage of the former Day, ; 



V. 18^. But ijoretched Ide] The Oiarafter and VASaek of « «en« 
drr Mother are admirably well fupported, and defcribed in ikt P«r« 
fon of Id£. But wkat gives th? higheft Colouring, ic ^ Foot'^ 
Remark, that her Countenance rather excited HontA* than CoippaCl 
iion in ,Uie Hearu of the Spe^atois. A common Poet would havxi 
dercribsd her as weeping and wringing her Hands in a tegids^ 
Manner ; but jStatius ^ep/efents her as frantic. She ^s not 
the F^t£isof a tender MoiJxei^ bat of a JFury ; ^ does ao^la-. 
men^ but rave. ^ 

T. 493. Tims the Theffaliaa Ha^'] I mufi begLesire to MJrr my 
Reader to the Defcnption of the SfxtaxtfA EtdMbo, as daanvn in the . 
iixck B<)«k of LuufH^s Mar/kiiA, in my iQpinioQ one of 4ie Bndt 
FsiSSkM in that Avthor. The LikenciTes are CDoibongtoelc^pe 
hit OMnviition, and I donbc not Imt the ^Pieaiart ht will meet 
wi4i, will 4diundaiic1y .compenfats lor the TxavUe of jxfcmng 
to it. .. . .- 



When 
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Mean white ih* Aetolim Hero's Ff ats «engage 

The Senate's Care, and fire the Youth ivithRage. 

Here Age and Seat no more DiftmAioii know. 

But all with an impatient Ardor glow^ %S^ 

To view the Labours of a fingle Chief, 

<^ar the young Bride, and foothe the Parentis Grief, 

The weeping Croud a doleful Concert yields, 

While pkimive Echo from the neighboring Field» 

Sigh ftill with fighing answers, Groan with Groan, 165 

And feems to mcurn for Sorrows not bef own. 

Bui when the/ reached th.* unhabitable Wood, 

And Rocks titat hang incumbent o'er the Fk>od^ 

A fuddeft Tumult fhakes the nether Plain, 

(As if the Dead had yet unpitied lain) rjro 

From one hqg^ Mouth the Clamour £^ems to tio^^ 

And all th' Aflembly wear) one Face of Woe i 

}n tatter'd Robes the God of Sorrow ftands % 

Stern is his Afpc^ bloody are his Hands : *• 

He beckons to his VotVies, and fupplics 175 

Their Lungs with Vigour, and with Tears their Eyes, 

They life the Helftiets and rejoice to trace 

The well-known Features of each kindred Face j 



V, 167. iuff *wktn tkffy reaci^fl] In thfs Prelude Sttifias has |>Tt* 
jHured OS for all the fucceeding Calamities of Thehesy and has giveil 
Qs (as it were) tUX the Horrors of' War in Miniature« The lafl^ook 
icft us highly prepoffe/red in^ Favour of ^y^us ; but the Poet now, 
lifce a ftuiral Mnnciaay changes his Note, and melts us into Pit/ 
a^ Tendero^fs. Eyen the Valour of Tydeus lofes its Luftrc, wheir 
We ire^edl 00 jthe ^tal Confetjuences with which it was attended. 

V. 173. /«" ioitier^d Rohes the Cod of Sorrcui] This PerfoniJicatlbii 
pf ' the Paflions is entii'ely original, and very well executed. The 
l^ignit» Countenance and Habit are very confiftent with the Gp4 
jl^Sortow» and the two laft Lines very natural and highly finilhed. 



flarrg 
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Hang o'er the clay-cdd Bodicsv fhcd a Fioad 

Of Tears, and ftcq) their H«r in clotted Blood : i So 

Or feal their Ey^s, and, grovcliiig on the Ground, 

Bathe with the Stream of Grief each gaping Wound. 

While fome with fruitlefs Care txtxzGt the Darts, 

Or join the fevered Limbs and kindred Parts. 

But wretched Ide rufhes to and fro, rSj 

In all the raging Impotence qf Woe. 

Thro* Thorns and Clouds of Duft fhe bends her Waf i 

She rends her Treffcs venerably grey. 

Horror accompanies each ftrcaoling Tear, - 

Nor the Spcdtators pity her, but fear. r^ 

She feeks her Sons amcing the numerous Dead, 

And mingles with the Duft her aged Head. 

Thus the Tbejfalian Hag, at whofc Command 

Reviving PJiantoms leave the Styguin Strand, 

In bloody Fields explores her lifdcfi Prey^ i^j 

Lur*d with the Carnage of the former Day, ; 



V. 18^. Stft iJoretchedlA^'] The Oiaraaer and Diftre^ of « «en« 
drr Mother are admirably weU fupported, and defcHbed in nke P«r« 
fon of Id£. But wkat gives th^ higheft Colouringy ic ^ Foff'« 
Remark, that her Countenance rather excited HontA* than Cotppa^ 
iipn in ,Uie Hearts of the Spe^ators. A common Poet Mroold haise 
deTcribsd her as weeping and wringing her Hands in a legnbr 
Manner ; but Statius ^eprefents her as frantic. She has not 
the JP^ce-of a tisudcr Moihei^ but of a fury; ^ does ao^ ia.- 
jnen^ but rave. ^ 

V. 493. Tims the Theffaliaa Ha^l I mufi begLesire to ttttt M 
Reader to the Deicctption of the Soaxtab EmiSlbo^ as deanvn in the , 
fixck B<)«k of LiiUMi's Marjkiia^ in my iG^ioo .one of ijie fine* 
FsiSSkM in that Avthor. The LiktaciTes ore too Amng to efc^pe 
hit JQMm^taiojkf and I donbc not imt the ^Pieaiart ht will meet 
wi4i, will 4diundMic1y compenfats ibr the Txoid^lt of jxfcmag 
to it. . . ,. 

When 
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When Night» propitious to her myftic Charms, 

O'er the wide Globe extends her fable Arms» 

To various Carcafes, by Turns ftie flies, . 

And, bending, o'er them rolls her haggard Eyes : 20a 

Then, mutt'ring magy: Sounds with impious Voicp 

Demands on which to fix her doubtful Choice. 

The Ghofts, with Horror eye the World again. 

And Pluto forrows for his thin'd Domain. 

Beneath a Rock the happy Brothers lay, 205 

And fhar*d alike the Fortune of the Fray. 

One Day, one Hand fupprefs^d their vital Breath, 

And locked them in infeparable Death, 

When Ide law, her brim-full Eyes difclofe 

A pearly Stream, and thus fhe fpeaks her Woes* 210 

Are thefe youf Kifles ? this your laft Embrace, 

And jhefe the Smiles which Death could not efface } 

H^ Fate, propitious to the mutual Vow, 

Preferv*d your .Union in the Shades below ? 

V. 205. Beneath a Rock"] I need not acquaint the Reader who theft 
two BioChers were, if he has attentively read what has gone before : 
but, if his Memory fliould fail him, let him return tQ the 816th 
Verfc Qf the ad Book, where he wil} be fully fatififi^. 

V. 21 \, Are the/e jour Ktffes'l There is no Speech in the wholff 
Thebaid more, worthy our Attention than this of Ide. The Reader 
will not find in it a Colledion of trite Sentiments, and Common^ 
Phce Obiermtions ; biit will, I doubt not, think it the moft ra« 
tional, pertinent and fpirited Speech in the whole Poem. I (hall 
do Statius but common Juflice to fay, that his Art is here as much 
fnperior to that of rirgil m tha Speech of Eurydius's Mother» as thc^ 
^neid is upot> the whole to the Ihebaid, Ide: really talks like a 
ienfible» phxlofbphical Matron ; fhe does not wiih ner. Sons had 
cfcaped with life, but that they had falleu in a 'more non urabhs 
and conrpicoous Manner. I only wonder ihe 10 well recvered thQ 
U^ of her Reafoo, as to throw out thefe Refledions, itnce.her A|k 
pearance at £ril gave us little Ground to exped it. 

. ' But 
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But fay, whofc languid Eyes, ^unhappy Pair, a 15 

Whofe Wounds Ihall firft employ a Mother's Cait i 

Are you, late Objeds of my Hopes and Fean, 

The Boaft and Prop of my declining Years ! 

How changed, alas ! my Offspring fince I ftrove, 

To match the Daughters of Almighty Jwe^ . 220 

More happy fhe, to whom the Queen of Air 

Denies a Parent's ihort-liv'd Joys to fhare. 

By whom Lucina uninvok'd remains. 

Who, if fhe caftes no Pleafures,. feels no Pains. 

Yet 'twould have been fome Shadow of Relief, 225 

Some fmall Allay, and Solace of my Grief, 

Had Fame, the dying Hero's only Meed, 

Shone on your Tomb, and blaz'd the glorious Deed : 

But here, alas ! your Lives obfcure you yield, 

Nor public Praife furvives the deathful Field, 23a 

Reft then, and may no Violence remove 

This farced Emblem of fraternal Love» 

One Fire ihall your conneded Bodies burn. 

And your pale Aihes grace one common Urn« 

Others mean while, in equal Strains lament 2^5 

Their lifelefs Friends, and curfe the dire Event 

This mourns a Father, this a Brother dead. 

And that a Partner of the nuptial Bed. 

High on a neighboring Hill a Thicket ftood, 

Whofe confcious Height overlooks the Field of Blood : 

At this the Tbebans level all their Strokes, 241 

And humble to the Ground, (be talleft Oaks. 

Till thro* the Trees they cleave an open Way, 

And the dark Grove admits a fudden Day. 

While, clinging to the Piles, they fhun Relief, 245 

Averfe CO Coo^ortj^ and o'ercharg'd with Grie£ 



^kbes jdroine fio^^in ^htvt grewing Rag 

A Cliief tdtraAcM in Wifdom as in Ag^^ 

Oft, onthcVeigcfrf JRuin, hafs otir State 

Become the Spcirt of Fomme and of Fate j i^o 

Sinoe CaJm^s ^ow*d with Serpent's Teeth the Soil 

And reaped an Iron Harveft of his Toil^ 

"When, feared with the new Sounds of dafliiiig Shield^ 

The Swain forfakcs his patrimonial Fieids. 

Yet never did the Sons of CadmUs fliew %^^ 

So deep a Senfe, fuch Confcioufnefs of Woe^ 

E'en when the Palace of Agenor^s Son 

With waftir^ Flames, and bright Deftruftion fiione t 

Or Atbamas, in queft.of GI017, flew 

His Son, and home the panting Carcafe dltw* a5tf 

Not with fuch Shrieks the Tbeban Palace rung, 

When from htt Thwne the fierce AgirVe fprung^ 

And knew the Vit9:im of hcf vengeful S^ord, 

To Senfe and Misery at once reflxwM * 

If aught could match the prefent Scene of Woe, 26 & 

'Twas when the Patron of the Silver Bow, 

Di^atch'd for Nioi^s ambiifious Boaft, 

Her numerous Offspring to the Stygian CoalK 

Such dire Alarms thetim'rous Vulgar Ihook 

And thus in Crouds t"he City they forfpok. 1275) 

Then ev'ry Temple rung with Sequent Grpjins, 

And (CV'ry^ God was weary*d\«rith thrir Moans* 

Sev*n ample Gates imperial Thebes adorn, 

Through each in Pomp two Funerals were t>omc* 

V. 259. Or Adiaiiit*] 9er an AcoetM of iA/^iMi4rf ^ ice^liit M«4|^ 

00 ilip 1 5thWerfe. of Ar «M JKk>^. 

V. 273. Stv*itampkGaiet] The Andents diftf eoncemxng tw 
N«inib$^^of Nfoh*5 Childitn. Jfomrr and Brtpmius mcntiom only 

twdtc r 
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Well I remember, tho* my tender. Years» , 275 

And Youth might well excufc my Want of Tears, 

I mourn'd the Vengeance of th* immortal Foe, 

And from my Parents catch'd th* infedious Woe. 

Yet lefs we Ihould lament (for Tears are vain) 

At what the Fates and equal 7^1;^ ordain. 280 

As when, unconfcioui of the Form impos'd, 

The fhouting Youths and eager Hounds enclosed 

Aciaon^ who by fatal Stealth furvey'd 

The naked Beauties of the bathing Maid. 

Or the chang'd Virgin bath*d the ^heban Plains; 285 

Whofe Name the grateful Fountain iuii retains. 

For this the Silter-Deftinies decreed, 

And Jove afiented to the future Deed. 

twelve.; but Euripides^ Ovid^ Sidonius and Seneca the Tragedian af- 
£nn t&ere were iburteen. Statitu coincides with the latter, as ap» 
pears from the above PaiTage. 

V. 2S I . As 'when^ uncon/cious] Jnftead of faying any thing of Ac^ 
taou, whofe Misfortune every one is acquainted with, I (hall prefent 
the Reader with Ovid^s Defcription of his Transformation. 

Nee plura minata 

Dat fparfo capiti vivacis cornua cervi, 

D^t Ipatium colio, fiimmafque cacuminat aures ; 

Cum pedibufque manus, cum longis brachia mutat 

Cruribus, et velat maculofo vellere corpus. 

Additus et pavor eft. Fugit Autoneius Heros, 

Et fe tarn cderem curfu miraturin ipfo: 

Ut vero vultus, et cornua vidit in unda. 

Me miferum ! didlurus erat: Vox nulla fecuta eft; 

Ingemuit, vox ilia fuit, lacrymaeque per ora 

Non fua fluxerunt. Mens tantum pnitina manfit. 

Metam. Lib. 3. Fab. 2. 

V. 285. Or the changed Firgini Dirce was the Wife of Lycus after 
the Divorcement of Antiopa^ whofe two S jns afterwards killed Lycus^ 
and bound Dirce \o the Tail ot a wild Hor^e, by which .he was 
dragged up and down, till the Gods, taking Compaffion of her Mif* 
fortunes, changed her into a Fountain of that {^ame. 

yot.I. H But 
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But now the weeping Sons of Tbeies atone 

For Royal Crimes, and Mifchiefe not their own, 290 

Ere Fame, tho* haft*ntng with the firft Report 

Of War proclaimed, has reached the Argive Court. 

How fhali the galping Nations pant for Breath, 

What Labours rife, what various Scenes of Death ! 294 

What breathlefs Heaps, what rufliing Streams of Blood 

Shall dye the Ground, and fwell the neighboring Flood. 

Unhappy Youths, whom Fortune only fparcs 

For greater Evils, which (he now prepares : 

Me Nature fummons to the Shades below. 

And kindly fnatches fron^ approaching Woe. 300 

Thus fpoke the Sage ; and from the Tyrant's Crimes 

pates all the Mifchief of fucceeding Times : 

For on his Mind no confcious Terrors hung. 

Nor check'd the honeft Freedom of his Tongue. 

Refolv*d to die, while Life was in his Pow*r, 303 

Nor linger to the laft predeftin'd Hour. 

Mean while the fcepter'd Ruler of the Skies 

To weeping ^ebes direds his awful Eyes, 

Surveys the Carnage of the former Night, 

And fummons Mars to plan the future Fight. 310 

Who, loaded with the Spoils of conquered Thrace^ 

ImpelPd his Steeds along th' aerial Space. 

v. 293. Horn) Jhall thi gafping Natiens] This is copied from /&» 
rsci, Book i. Ode 15. The Words of Stathu are, 

Qoantos eqttk» quantuf^ue viris in pulvere craiTo 
Sudor. 

Thole of &ractf 

Ehea quantas eqnls, quintm adeft viris 
Sndor! 
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His Helm wtthborrow'd Lightning fires the Poki 

Beneath his Cat incelTant Thunders roll^ 

His Arms, enlivened by the Sculptor's Art$ 315 

With ^golden Monfters br«ve each hoftile Dart i 

While his Shield bears the Sun's refleaed Ray, . 

Nor fliines inferior to the God of Day. 

When Jow beheld him in his bloody Car, 

Array*d in all the Terrors of the War, 320 

He cries — Let Jrg^s feel thy wafting Forcc^ 

And Death and Slaughter mark thy dreadful Courfe t 

Still on thy Vifage may thcfe Clouds remain^ 

And caufe a purple Deluge o'et the Plftio. 

Let Thebes no more the Rage of Tydcus mourn^ |^5 

But breathe Revenge^ and for the Combat burn } 

To thee devote her Warriors* hivc^ and Hands» 

And freely execute- rhy dine Confimands» 

From hence repair to roufe the States of Greedy 

Diflblvc the Truce, and break the Bonds of Peace. 330 

V. 313» His Helm wiib hvrrrw^d hightnhig\ This Deicription of 
Han is fall of that fublime Imagery fo peculiar to our Author. 
The God of War \t not arrayed in his own fi mple Terrors* but 
calls in to his Affiftance thofe oijtifittr and A^otio. The Noife of 
his Chariot is equal to that of Thunder» and the Splendor of his 
Helmet to Lightning» Whil^ the Orb of his Shield matches that of 
the Sun. The InTention of his PaiTage from Tbrmxt (whieh was 
feigned to be the Country of that God) is a very beautiful and poe« 
tical Manner of celebrating the martial Genius of that People» who 
were engaged in perpetual Wars. 

V. 323. Stilion thy ^i/are] In this beautiful Allegoiy we may diA 
caver an amazing Boldneu and exad Propriety of Expreflion. This 
Chain or Continuation of Metaphors is reducible (tho' much fu- 
perior) to a Simile. Jupiter wifhes» that the Frowns on the Brow 
of Mars might be as produdive of an Effofion of Blood» as Clouds 
are of a Shower of Rain. If this is not the Curitfu f4fticitas of 
^ntilian^ I know not whe» it exifts. 

H 1 Tis 
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*Tis thine in Hcav*n to kindle fierce Debate, 

And fire immortal Breads with mutual Hate^ 

Nor is this Talk aflign'd to thee alone ; 

Jove has himfclf the Seeds of Difcord fown : 

See ^ydeus\ loaded with Bffotian Spoils, 335 

To Jrgos bears the Produft of his Toils. 

From his Report fhall lifting Strife fucceed. 

And either Candidate for Empire bleed. 

Thou but infpire (he Nations with Belief, ' 

And arm them to rever>ge their injured Chief. 340 

Hear then^ ye Povv'rs, and what you hear, approve. 

Nor with Intreatics tempt alfnighty Jove^ 

For thusf th' impartial Deftinies decreed. 

And have our Sanftion to compleat the Deed. 

While Nature yet in wild Confufion lay, 345 

Nor Pbabe rul'd the Nighty nor Sdl the Day % 

The Fates had feal'd this Nation's future Doom^ 

And laid the Plan of Battles yet to come. 

Permit me then to warn fucceeding Times, 

(Avenging on the Son his Father's Crimes) 350 

V. 543. F9r thus tb* impartial Deftiniei] The Learned differ iii 
their Opinions concerning the Power of the Fates and Jupiter : fome 
affirming the former, and others the latter to be fuperior. But I 
think the bcft Way is to fteer the middle Courfe, and fuppofe them 
endued with an equal Degree cf Authority^ and always ading in 
Conjundtion. As hei« Fate decrees the Deflrudtion of Thebes ; but 
Jupitery having the Power of Incidents to bring it to pafs, fulfils 
that Decree by providing. Means for it. Jupiter begins his Speech, 
to the Gods in a fimilar Manner in the 8th Book of Htmer. 

"Of ft* i»9rft; Ta p.f Sv/xo^ lit aT/sSiao** xs^fit/ii. 

And 
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And trace from the Records of diftant Age 
Paft Aftions which deferve my prefent Rage. 
For, by the Glories of the (larry Sphere, • 

And Styxj whofe awful Name the Gods revere, 
TKis dreaded Arm flxall crufli the Theban Race, 355 
And rend each Strudture from its folid Bafe; 
In one huge Ruin heap the Realms around. 
And level Argive Turrets with the Ground : 
Then bid the Deep no mone Confinement know» 
And give to Neptune all the World below. 360 

In vain fhall Juno deprecate its Fall; 
Or, clinging to her Fane*s devoted Wall, 
Of angry Jove^ and partial Fate complain : . 
Refent fhe may, but muft refent in vain. 
He fpoke : nor durft the Pow'rs of Heav*n reply : ^dg 
A revVend Horror filencM all the Sky- 
Such Stillncfs o'er the Face of Nature reigns. 
When Summer fmiles aufpicious on the Plains % 
When not a Breath of Air difturbs the Deep, 
And Billows on the Shore reclining fleep : 370 

The peaceful Groves retain their youthful Green, 
And not a Cloud o'ercafts the beauteous Scene j 
While, half-exhaufted by the thirfty Sun; " ' 

Beneath their Banks the peaceful Rivers run^ 
Mean while the God of Arms prepares for Fight, 375 
Refumes the floating Reins, and fhuns the Right. 
Prone down the Steep of Heav*n the Chariot flies, ' 
Glows in the Whirl, and burns along the Skies, 
When Venus^ Offspring of the briny Flood, 
To Itay his dreaded Progrefs advcrfc ftoodi. 380 

V. 379. WhenYtnxxSt Offsprings &c.] The Ancients (to whom we 
of^e many Things) firft taught us to turn the Vktaes aad Endow- 

H 3 menu 



102 STATIUysTHEBAID- BooxIIL 

l*he Steeds recoird, reluAant to the Reins, 

And fmoothc, in Rev*rcncci their ercAed Mtnes : 

Then champ, in Honour of th* acknowkdg'd Fafr, 

The foaming Bit, and fnuflf the trcfmblsng Ain 

Her fnowy Bofom gently pitfs'd the Yok^r, 385 

And thus, with previous Tcars^ the Goddefs fpoke : 

Will Mars with his own Offspring then engage,. 

And on a guiltlefs ^l^ation vent his Rage ? 

Say, (hall the Produft of our mutual Love, 

And thcfe my Tears e'er unavailing prove ? 390 

Pid I for this confent to your Embrace, 

Jerefc of Honour, branded with Difgrace ? 

Qo then ; thy Flight no Idnger I detain i^ 

Co 1; bathe in kindred Blood the Tbehn Plain. 

Vet FukoH (tho* from him I Jittk claim) 391 

Not thus would flight the Objed of his Flame, 

ments of the Mind into Pciions, to m^kt the Springs of Adion 
becomp yifible | and becauie they are givi^n ' by the Gods, reprefent 
them as Gods themfe}ves defcending from Heayen. In the iame 
itfanner they defcribed the Vices, which occafioo our Misfortunes» 
as fupematural Pov(^ers, infli^ng them upon us, and even our na* 
tural Pttniihn^ei^ts are reprerenied as Puuiihers themfelves. Henod 
it isy that we find ^i$n9 and Miner^ja on the one fide» and Fe^us on 
the other, in coiiunual Variance through the whole I{iad» ^neid^^ 
and Thebaid, 

y. 387. fFiHMsLts tbeft] f his SpeccJi of Fekus is written in the SpU 
H| of /)i4^#'s td jEmuu ; and in many Places not onl^ the Sentimenti, 
put even the Didion is fimilar» as for Example : 

%» M( tbi PreJua] fo FirgiJ,^ 

N6c te tioiief Amor, iiec t^ data dejtter^ quonda^Pi 

Nee moritura tenet crudeli fiinere I)ido ? ' 

PU J for tbU confint^ &c.] 

Extin^ns pudor, et, qua fola fidera adibam, 

Fama prior. 

Q9 tbitt\ tby flirbt^ ic.] 

, l7equ^ re lenco, neque didla refiello» 

|| fe^ime Itaiiftpi Yfn|if , ^ regna |)ct unuaf, 

Hqw 
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Hov\r would th' uxorious God at my Demand 

In Toils unceaiing ply his (kilful Hand. 

And fcarcely doubt (fo valued are niy Charms) 

For Mars himfelf to frame immortal Arms. 400 

But hold, nor let me wafte my Time in vain ; 

Or hope from Mars a trifling Suit to gain : 

Can Hearts of Adamant, or Breads of Steel 

The gemle ImpuUe of Cotnpaflion feel \ 

Yet fay, for what, by wbofe Inducements won^ 405 

You fought Alliance w^ Aginor^% Son ; 

And forc'd the Pledge of our Delights to fliarc 

Woes (he deferves not, and another's Care ? 

You promis'd oiice a Progeny divine 

Of Tbeians rifuigfrom the Tyrian Line 410 

Should (land renowned in Arms and martial Fame» 

And to fucceeding Times tranfmit their Name^ 

But had the Fates aflcnted to my Vows, 

More diftant Climes had yielded her a Spouie, 

Where cndlefs Winter Tbracian Seas conftrains, 415 

And binds the frozen Flood in chryftal Chains* 

Yet could my Tears but bid the Tbekans live ; 

Thefe ancient Crimes I could with Eafe forgive ; 

Though on created Spires our Daughter roves. 

And darts frcfh Poifon on th' lUyrian Groves, 420 

V. 407. And forced the Pledge^ This was Harmtmiat who wae 
married to Cadmus. 

V. 409. Tou promised once] The fame Godded remuids ,y4/iV#r of 
$, like Promife concerning JSmas ^nd his Companions» 

Certe hinc Romanos ojim volvendbus annisy 
Hinc fore duftores revocato a fanguine Teucri, 
^i a^V^ 5[ui terras omni ditione tenerent. 

Ftrg. iEneid, Lib. i. Vcrfe 2380 

H 4 Thus 
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Thus fpoke the Fair, with Sorrow-ftrcaming Eye, 

Wiien the fierce God, half willing to compljr, 

Lcap'd from his Car, and* rafliing to her Arms, 

With eager Eyes devoured her heav'nly Charms : 

At length replies ; while fynipathetic Woe ' 425 

iJnbends his Soul, and bids the Torrent flow. 

O dearer far than War, or hoftile Spoils, 

Source of n^y Blifs, and Solace of my Toils ! 

To whom alone of all the PowVs of Heav'rt 

To ni^et my dreaded Arms, unhurt, ■ tis giv'n, 43a 

To flop my Courfers in their full Career, 

And bid my Hand difmifs the brandifli'd Spear. 

Your former jb'avors I can ne'er forget •, 

Nor Words exprcfs, nor Deeds difcharge the Debt : 

But e*er Oblivion Ihall thy Name erafe, 435 

Or make me flow in Cytherea*s Praife \ 

May Pluio^ and the Shades of Onus claim 

This Soul, bereft of its immortal Frame»^ 

V. 425. And rufifing to her Arms\ In the common Editions the 
Words are, 

Clycoque reccptam 
Lxdit in amplexu. 

But Barthius very reafonably objedU to this as erroneous, and correfti 
it tirus 

Diigat amplexu. 
which Senfe I have adopted in the Tranflation. 

V. 429. To wjhom alone] Here is a latent Prohibition to Venus to 
repeat the lame Ii.difcretion : He tejis her, that fhe alone, being the 
weaken pf all the Gods, could have done it with Impunity. 

V. 435. Butt ^^ ObU'vion'\ Thefe voluntary Imprecations were 
cullomary among the Ancilsnts. Thus Dido : 

Sed mihi vel teljps optem prius ima dehifcat ; 

Vel pater omnipotens ^digat me f ulmine ad* umbras. 

Fallen tes umbras Erebi, nodemque profundam, 

Aate, pudor, ^uam te yioio, at|t tu?^ jura refoivo. Lib, 4, 
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Mean while^ O Queen, permit me to fulfil 
The Fates* Decree, and Jove*^ unaltered Will : 440 
(For here thy Vulcan little would avail. 
And ail his boafted Art and Labours fail) 
Hard is the Talk, alas ! you now enjoin, 
T* oppofe the Lord of iEther's fix'd Defign. 
I war not with the Higheft : all above 445 

*Sabmit and tremble at the Hand of Jcve^ 
Then banifh Sorrow, and your Fears refign, 
(Secure, what Mars can do, is ever thine) 
And bear with Patience what the Fates ordain^ 
To thwart is Rafhnefs, and Refiflance vain t t 450 
But, when Bellona waves her flaming Brand, 
And fummons to the War each Argive Band, 
Mylelt will head in Fight the Thehan Train, 
And heap with flaughter*d Foes the crimibn Plain, i 
Thrr, Goddefs fay, will M^rj unjuft appear, 455 

Wften Argive Blood fhall fmoke upon his Spear? - 
This Rignt I challenge in the Field of Fame, 
This Fate allows, nor Jove difputes my Claim. 
He fpoke : . and, eager for the promised War, 
UrgM o'er the vaft Expanfe his rapid Can 460 

Thus falls the Bolt, when from the Northern Pole, 
Jove bares his Aral, and bids the Thunder rolU 

V. 441. F^r hire thy Vulcan] Her<? is a farcailical Kefiedion on 
the Infijmiry ci Fulcan^ and an Hint of his own Superiority. His 
Oration is delivered with the ufual Bluntnefs of a Soldier» and hii 
fubfequent Behaviour highly ceniifient. He does not iUy to fee 
what Imprefnon his Excufe, will make on the Mind of kinusy or 
whetjher his Offers in Part will compenfate for his non-compHance 
with the whole; but hurries on with a (eeming Indifference about die 
Refuk of it. 

V. 461. Thus falls the Bolt J Lufa/rhzs madiUfc Qfji;he fame Com» 
©arifon in the fi'rft Book of his Pharfa/la : 

Qualitcr 
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Pregnant with Death the glaring Mifchicf flies. 

And cleaves a triple Furrow in the Skies : 

A fatal Omen to the greedy Swain» 46$ 

Or trembling Sailors on the wat'ry Main. 

Mean while young Tydius &eks the winding Shore, 

And meafures back the Fields he crofs'd before. 

His Eyes, attra&ed with the diftant Glare, 

Survey the Temple of the Queen of Air. 470 

His Hair grew ftiff with Du(t and mingled Gore, 

While Streams of Sweat diftil from ev*ry Pore ; 

His £y^ bereft of wonted Sleep, difplay 

A ianginine Hue, and ficken at the Day. 

His Toil ificreafes, as his Breath he draws, 475 

And parohiog Thirft inflames his clammy Jaws: 

Yet, unimpaired by Toik, or hoftile Blows, 

His Soul with undiminiih'd Ardor glows. 

"f hus, when the ViAor-Bull furveys agsdn 

The fubje6^ Herd, and late-abandon'd Plain y 480 

He roars, and, traverfing the Fields around. 

Proclaims hil Conqueft in each ecchoing Ground : 

Or eyes the fwelling Honours of his Breaft, 

And Blood, his Advcrfary once pofleft. 

While from afar, his Rival with a Groan, 485 

Surveys the piealing Kingdoms once his own. 

Mean while Oenides^ as he pafs'd along, 

Jfi cv'ry Town convenes the ruftic Throng : 

Qoaiitffr erprefTnm vends per nabila fulmen ' 
yEtheiat iapalfi fbnitu, Qtindique fragore 
Emicsiti tupitque dieixiy popufofque paventes 
ToTuit* obliqoa prseftringens lumina flamtna : «^ 
In fu» templa furit : nuilaqoe exirc vetante 
Materia, naERamque cadens, maenamque revcrtens 
P^% ftr&gem Tate» rparfofqae xecolTigit i jne;, 

Hil 
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His Words the Crowd to yield liitn Aid engage» 
~ And fire the Youth already prone to Rage. 490 

His Country, Name, by whom, and whither ientt 
i\re foon divulged, and what the dire Event. 
The Sight and Tale of the returning Chief, 
Aniong the trembling Croud enforce Belief: 
Then, lent by Mars^ officious Fame i4)pears, 495 

Removes each Doubt, and doubles all their Fears. 
Scarce had hQ reached the Palace, when he view'd 
^draftusj ftudious of the public Good, 
Amidft his Peers enthroned % while thus they fate. 
Attentive to the Subjeft in Debate, 500 

Arms, Arms, he cries : Now Monarchy may'ft thoa 

,prove 
Thy Blood, and martial Heat derived from Jow. 
Juftice and Piety are now no more. 
And flighted Faith has fled the ^beban Shore. 
More amicable Treatment had I found 50j| 

AVhere endlefs Slaughter dyes the Scythian Ground : 
Or the flrern * Guardian of Bebrycia^s Grove 
Once reign*d, in Scorn of hofpiubk Jm. 
Kor blame I thofc, by whom it was enjoin'd. 
Nor mourn, repentant of the Taflc affign'd. 510 

3y Jwe 'twas pleafant to difpute the Claim 
Of boafting Thebes to military Fame, 
full fifty Chiefs, (forgive the fceming Botft) 
The FlowV, the Pride, the Bulwark of their Hoft, 
Came forth as if toftormlbme leaguer^d TowlH 5^5. 
Overthrow its Walls, or throw its Ramparts down. 
Tho' naked and unarm'd, I fcorn'd to fly^ 
KdblT'd to conquer, or with Honor die, 

• P V s I a ^ ^ " 

But 
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But hear the Sequel : all in Fight o*erthrown. 

Lie wallowing in their Blobd before the Tbwn. 520 

But oh ! what Trophicsrihuft the Tbebflns yield. 

Would Jrgos lead her Armies to the Field 

While Fear prevails, while, fcatter'd on the Plain, 

They pay the laft fad Office to the Slain. 

Myfelf will fhare the Fortune of the Day, 52 5 

Though thefe few Wounds require a Ihort Delay. 

The Senate role : while with dejedted Eyes, 

The Warrior fyrung from Cadmus, thus replies. 

How hateful to the Gods, alas! Tm grown. 

To view thofe Wounds, deferv*d by me alone ! 530 

Was this, proud Chief, the only Way to Ihow 

Thy caufelefs Hate, and prove thyfelf a Foe ? 

Then let me not — Ah ! can I wifh to live. 

And Tydeus, wounded in my Caufe, furvive ? 

^ V. 529. How baUfulto the Gods] It is an cxquifite Piece of Artf 
when yoa feem tx) perfuade one Thing, and at the fame Time en- 
force tlie contrary. This Kind of Rhetoric is of grpat Ufe iji aU 
Occafions of Danger, and of this Statius has alForded a moft ftriking 
Inftance in the Oration of Pjolynices, It is a Method perfedlly won- 
derful, ^nd even carries in it an Appearance of Abfurdity \ for all 
that we gencfally eflccm the Faults of Oratory by this Means be- 
come the Virtues of it. Nothing is looked upon as a greater Error 
in a Rhctorici«iny than to alledge fuch Arguments as either are eafit^ 
anfwered, or may be retorted upon himfclf ; the former is a weak 
Part, the latter a dangerous one; and Polynkes here defignedjy deals 
in both. For it is plain that if a Man mull not ufe weak Argtl- 
ments, o* fuch as may make againll him, when he intends to per- 
fuade the*Thing he fays ; then on the other Skie, when he docs not 
intend it^ he. mud obferve the contrary Proceeding, and make whit 
fire the Faults of Oratory in general, the Excellencies of thap Ora- 
tion in particular, or otherwiie he will contradid his own Intention, 
and perfuade t^c contrary to what he means. I liave dwelt tHe 
longer on this Remark, to render the Beauty of this Speecji more vir- 
ile and obvious ;* and to prevent any fcrupulous Obje^ions, which 
might be of Difadvantage to our Author. 

Mean 
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Mean while, . may Argos flourifh iii Repofe, ^^^ 

Nor owe to tnc the Caufe of future Woes : 

No Matron, angry for her Children flain. 

Of me, the Source of Mifchief, fhall complain. 

No Widow fhall of me her Spoufe require. 

Nor Orphan, weeping for his abfent Sire. 540 

I rufti to Death, nor fcek ye to detain ; 

*Tis Honour prompts me, and you urge in vain. 

To Tydeus^ Thebes^ my Country, this I owe. 

Their Welfare claims, nor I retard the Blow. 

Thus veird the Chief the Wiflies of his Mind, 545 . 

And artfully pronounced the Speech defign*d. 

At firft his Audience wept theinjur'd Chief: 

Now ftronger Wrath fupplies the Place of Grief. 

Nor did the Youth alone impatient glow. 

To wrcft the Scepter from th* ufurping Foe : 550 

A like Refentment fires the Breall of Age, 

And rouz'd the dying Sparks of martial Rage. 

One Will inclined to draw the glittering Blade, 

One Voice declared their Promifes of Aid. 

But old Adrafius^ great in Arts of Sway, ^^^ 

And Prudence, thus enjoins a Ihort Delay, 



V. ; J5. But old Adraftus] The Reader may perhaps be at a LoTs 
to conceive how Adraftus^ who had promifecl Polynices his Aid in 
Cafe of a Rupture between him and his Brother, fhould heiitate one 
foment about fulfilling his Engagement^ after fuch' a complicated 
Series of ill Ufage from Eteocles. But there were many Reafons, 
which will juftify this Condud: fuch as the Care of his own Safe- 
ty (for it was uncertain what would be the Event of his taking up 
Arms.) Secondly, the Prevention of thofe Calamities, which his 
People muft neceiTarily undergo in the Coorfe of a long War ; and. 
Thirdly, the avoiding the Ange r of the Gods, who ought always 
to be confulted upon fuch Occafions, according to the Opinion of 
the Heathens.. We may fee then that, this Sufpeniion of Hoililities 

was 
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And cries— A while, ye iSons of Argos ccafe 

From Uwlefs Arms, nor violate the Peace. 

To Jove and Kings alone the Right belongs 

Of waging Battle, or avenging Wrongs. 54S0 

Nor thou, young Warrior, of Redrefs defpair. 

Thy Welfare claims our feafonabk Care. 

Let us on Tydeus now our Thoughts employ. 

Nor be lefs prone to f^ve than to dcftroy. 

His Limbs oppre(s*d with Toil and hoftile Blows» 565 

In fpeedy Sleep require a fhort Repofe. 

Me too the lame De0re of Vengeance warms. 

But Reafoh moderates the Love of Arms. 

His Wife and Friends enclofe the weary Chief» 

Anxioiis, and emulous to give Relief, 570 

While he, reclining 00 a Pillar, flood, 

Joyful amidft his Toils and Lofs of Blood. 

Fam'd Idmon was at Hand to prove his Art^ 

And to the wounded Warrior Eafe impart. 

One while, the Juice of lenient Herbs he tries, ^75 

Then bathes the Wound, or crooked Knife applies. 

While he relates at large, from whence arofe 

The Wrath and Ambulh of his Tbtban Foes. 

How, fcnt by Night, within the winding Way, 

To bar his Paflage, fifty Warriors lay. ^o 

was ike Refult of the soDft confummaiBe Priideace> ibid Pxetf, and 
patriotic HiUQaoity. 

V. 560. His Friends and Wifi\ This heroic Behanoor pf Tydm it 
copied from that of JEnta^s on a fimilar Occafion. 

Sut>at acerba fr e m e ns , iftgeAtem niiossin haflaa 
.Aneas» magno jovenmiiy et ttsfeatis BUt 
ConcQrin» xaoyiniff PC unmobilis. — * 

rirpnULvAi, Lib. ta.. V«ift 39f.". 

And. 
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And, thofe defeated in the gloomy Vale, 

He fpar'd but one to bear the dreadful Tale. 

Caught with the Sound of thefe heroic Deeds, 

Each Chief, in Profpedk, for his Country bleeds : 

But Polymes moft the Love of Fame, 585 

And Thirft of Empire and Revenge inflame. 

The Sun, defcending from th' aerial Steep, 

Had gain'd the Confines of the Wcftcrn Deep, 

And bath'd his Rays in the refle&ing Flood ; 

His Couriers, panting on the Mai^in ftood : 590 

Till, fwift emerging from their pearly Caves, 

The Hours, and fea-green paughters of the Waves 

Releas'd them from the Yoke and hated Reins, 

To range at Will, and crop the verdant Plains. 

'Twas theirs his foaming Horfcs to unbrace, 595 

And fix the Car on its immortal Bafe« 

The Night fucceeds, and wrapt in ambient Clouds, 

In one huge Veil the whole Creation flirowds •, • 

While Sleep configns each anxious Bread to Peace, 

And bids the Howlings of the Forefl ceafe. 600 

V. 59X» TiU/wifi emit^fig'^ This Circunifiaace of An Hours' at* 
tending on tlie Son, is an Imitation of a Pafl*a^ ia die 8di Book dR 
the niady where thofe fu^tera Deities are deiciibed as Waitisg oa 
Miuervd ; but I think the/ are introdttced mth greater Propriety «s 
Jlttendants on the Sua. 

. V. 597. The Night fuccmds\ The beft Defcriptioxi ofMUiigl^I 
iiave e\*er met with is the following one of Tagk. 
£ra la notte air or, ch' alto lipofo 
Ha r onde» e i venti». e parea mato il mondo» 
GU animai laffi, e qnei, che'l mar* ondofo» 
O de liquidi laghi alberga il fbndo, ' 
£ chi ii giace in Tana, d in Mandra a&oibi 
- £ i pinti AogelU neP oUio im^bndo 
Sotto U Mentio de' fecreti OrrcMi 
S^spian gli affasmi» e raddoldano i cori. 

Qitr* m. Can. 3, 

Adrafius 
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Mrafiusy and the ^beban Prince alone 
The Want of Sleep and inward Eafe bemoan. 
While TyJeus charged with vili'onary Spoils, 
In Dreams re-afts his late illuftrious Toils, 
Mean while, involved in Shades of deepeft Night, 605 
The God of War renews his airy Flight. 
His rattling Armour thunders o*er the Sky, 
The fubjeft Hills and Vales in Turns reply. 
Where e'er he moves, he kindles vengeful Fires, 
s And Love of War» and Thirfl: of Blood infpires. 610 
Stern Wrath and Rage adjuft his Courfers' Manes, 
And Fear,' array'd in Armour, guides the Reins. 
Commiflion'd by the God, before the Car 
Fame flies, and founds aloud the Charge of War; 
And, by the lireathing Courfers wafted, fprings 615 
Aloft in Air, and fliakes her clattering Wings. 
Oft premature, the watchful Goddefs flies. 
Feigns Things undone, and mingles Truth with Lies, 
For MarSy and his impatient Charioteer 
With Goads provoke hcF, and the Scythian Spear. 620 



V. 605 r Mean while vtvoIv*ii] The Charafteriilic of Statius^ tS 
an heroic Poet, is an amazing Boldnefs in Imagery and Di^lioji. 
To fay he always reaches the pure Sublime, would be running coun- 
ter to the Opinion of the beft Critics, and confequently prefuipptuOi» 
and dogmatical. But to affirm he never does, would be equally un- 
juftandunreaibnable. The prefent Paflage is of the mixed Kind, 
and, at the fame Time that it borders upon Fuilian, is not wholly 
deflitute of Sublimity. I will only add, that the moil celebrated In- 
Hance of this Kind in H9mer or Vifgilj when reduced to the Stan- 
dard of Reafon^ will fecm a pleading Extravagance» and elaborate 
Piece of Nonfenfe. 

Vt 617. Off premature] So Firgil, 

Tam &&i pravique tenax» quam nuntia Veri. 

.^n. Book 4. Verfc i58. 

Thus, 



Thus, when dUina&'d ftoai their ^fihim Caycii, 

The Winds invade die calm JEgem Wav)es> . 

The Lord of Ocean follows \ while around 

The Tumuk thickiens, and cbe Deeps refound. 

Then Storms and ShowVs £olk6ted from afar» ^%^ 

Enclofe the God, and rage around his Can 

Scarce can the Cyiladis the Shock fuftain» 

And Delosy fearing led: (he float again» 

Invokes the Pow'r, hj whofe aufpicious Smiles 

She {lands oonnefted with her Sifter- Jfles. $Qjf$ 

Now had the fev'nth Aurora chae'd the Nighty 

Ajid deck'd the Courts of Jovt with new-born I^ight, 

. When old 4^0us from his Couch arofe. 
And left his Chamber, fatiate with Repofc ; . ^ 
Revolving much within his lab'ring Sne^ft ^35 

' The future W^, and Wrongs of .wher Qudft : 
And doubtful^ urhether to pollute the Peaces 
And fummon to Ms Aid the States of Gr^tct^ ' 

&r for a Sea^n bid his Wraith fubfide, 
Avyd leave the Fortune of the War untry'd. 6^ 

Much he debates : At length rcfolves to prove 
The Will of Heaven, and a(k Advice of Jcn>$. 
Pc3fte w^ hjs Q^^% Pea?e his fole Delight, 
While ArgQs wich one Voice demands the Figh^ 

V, ^i$. jMP^oSf fiarhg 1^ Jhe float] I know not whew diiit ' 
Yj4i^g^ Js b^cp: iVi^ii^ted t&n b thje fd£>ving llx^^f Vi^ffh 
Sacra marl colitur medio gratiiiim^ CclfajM 
Nereidum matri» et Neptuno Mgto ; 
Quam pms Arcitciiens oras et littora circum 
Erranteniy GjTapo ceha Mfcbnequr i«vii»dt^ 
Immotamque coll dedit, et «ootinniicre vontos. 

JEms.V. 73; 
^. 6^1 # Ktm hai4lu fi/^^Mh Aurora] ^«e fy4n^ lud «pturn^d 
£vaiiu^ EmbaiTy to the Court of Thths. 

Vox. L I Jq 



lU STATIUS's THEBAID. Book III. 

To the fafn'd Son of Oecleus^ Ikiird to read 64; 

Each doubtful Omoi» was the Charge decreed : 

With him Mekmfui iharts the Talk affign'd, 

Endu'd from Heav'n with a prophetic Mind. 

Such was their Skill 'twas difficult to fay 

Whi9h (hone moft honoured by the God of Day, 650 

Or in whofe Draught a lai^r Portion flow'd 

Froni Cyrrbay aidful to the Gift beflow'd. 

The Viftims fall, and firfl: the Chiefs explore 

The reeking. Fibres, and overflowing Gore : 

Their Hearts, with Spots o*erfpread, Succefi den/d. 

And the Veins threatened on the hoftile Side. 656 

Nor, thus difcourag^d, did they yet defpair. 

But wa^ch'd the wing'd Inhabitants of Air. 

There flood a Mountain known to vxilgar Fame, 

Once facted held, and Apbefus its Name -, 66^ 

Whoie craggy Top the weary Clouds fuftains. 

And frbnv afar overlooks the diftant Plains. 

Hence, Fame reports, young Perfeus wing'd his Way^ 

And fought the Regions of eternal Day % 

T. 651. Or in nnhtft Draugtt']- The Ancients had a Nodon, diat 
every one who had attained to any Degree of Skill in Pivination» 
drank of thi^ Stream, which was confecrated to Jfolb. Cyrrba was 
a Mountain near Pinius^ from which this celebrated Stream de- 
fended with great Rapidity. 

r. 655. TbHr Hearts] The (ame Prognoftics happened, when the 
Romatts confulted the jQods concerning the Eveiit of the Civil War 
between Qa/ar and Fmnfty, 

' Pallida tetris 

Vifcera tindla notis, gelldoqne infe£ta croore, 
Plurimus af^erfo^variabat iangqine ILvon 
Cerait tabe jecur madidam : venafque minaces 
lioftilidepanevidet. Lucmi.Pbar/.i^. i,V.j6$. 

.WJiilc 
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While Danae ftirvcy'd with wild Affright 66^ 

The bold Af tempt, and fcarcc refrained from FUgKt,^ 

Hither each anxious Seer retired in Hafte, 

With Olive-Leaves, and fnow-white Chaplcts gf^c*d y 

What Time l^ale Winter flies the GotJ of JJajr, 

And Earth relenting feels the genial Ray, ^^f 

OecHde^ firft prefer*d his humble Pray'r: 

O thou, whofe Thunder rends the clouded Air % 

Infpir'd by whom, each Vagrant of the Skies, 

Fraught with Advice to wretched Mortak, flics 5 

Whofe Win^s the bold Enquirer's Fate difclofe j 675 

And warn him of fucccedin^ Blifs or Woes* 

Not Cyrrba\ Cave with more unerring Skill, 

Unfolds the King of Heav*ns eternal Will j 

Nor the fam'd Oaks, from whence the dfirk Decrees 

Of Fate are heard, low-whifper*d in the Brec2ef . (5i^ 

Ammon to them muft yield the Prophet's Bays^ 

And lycian\U6xs refign their Share of ?raif^f 

V. 666. 4ndfcparc$ rtfrattf d fr9m FUgh] Tht^foct has txfctUtad 
'H very beautiful Image of motherly Affeflion in the Behayiotir oi 
PandH. When fhe faw her Son attemptiilg to fly, her Aaxiecy for 
his Safety was fp great, tl^at (be ^Imoft refolytd to foiipg fr^i the 
Hock and follow him ; «nd could hard}y bie indtKI» tp i«Kiiqaiil| 
her Defign, even afcfpr f}ie had coniidered j^hi» Dimg^f of the Attempt. 

y. 677. l^ot Cyrrh'a'j Camel Cyrrha n^»s ^ X^^wn fitnate^'at thp 
Foot of Parnajjus^ from whence the Oracle of AffltU was delivered^ 

V. 679. Vof tbtfan^d Q«i/] The Oaks of this Place werp laid tp 
he , endowed with a V.oice and prophetic Splrii. The Prieil8| who 
gave Anfwers, concealing therafelves in thoie Trees, a Practice^ 
which the pious Fravds of iuccccdmg Age» have ^eAdered x^\ >qi«» 
probable. > 

T» 6S1. Abimon u them muft fteli\ ThU fatnous Oracle was fitn- 
ated in Lybia, between the greater and lefs Cataifathmus^ to the Weft 
^of Egypt ^ in what is now called the Defert of Barca. For a farther 
txA more particular Account^ fee IsUcatCz Pbarfalia^ Book 9« 

M J?9 
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No more let Apis cheat his fervile Train, 

Nor Brtincbm hoiiour'4 with a Lybian Fane. ^ 

No more ArcaditCs trembling Swains adore 6^5 

The Shades of Pafiy or his Advice implore. 

More ikiird is he, to whom propitious Jove 

Peclares his Will in Omens from above. 

From whence, or when this Honour fprung, is known 

TotheCt the fole omnifcient Caufe, alone: 690 

Dark and obfcure its Origin remains, 

And ftill deludes the vajo Enquirer's Pains. 

j^t, whether Nature did this Talk impofe. 

When at her Wcfrd the whole Creation rofe j 

Whether, once Men, they trod fpme hoftile Plain, 695 

And in the Form of Birds revived again % 

Or their great Diftance from the World below, 

^Uid purer Air this ufeful Art bellow : 

V. 683. Nomt^t» lA^is] jfyuwsR a& Euftian Ddty, worihip* 
ped in the Slu^pc oifa fiiul. 

: t.ti^4« A!^r Bffncliiis] The coipinpa Repprt is, tkat Brambus 
^va( a Tkip^im Youth Moved b^r JftUo ; in whoTe Honoi^r the God 
cdnuaaiided a Temple to )ot ere£Udy aad Sacrifices to be offered. . 

; . V. 6S^. lio iuQU ^fcadia\f] The divine Honours that were paid 
to fii^ m Jrwia, are l^nown to eVQty one who is verfed in the Claf- 
tiCs; nay, their Partiality was to gfeax as to prefer him befbns all 
idle othier Deities, lieiace f7/yi7 %s ; 

Pan etiam» iVrcadiamecumfi judice certet» 
fzxk c6etm, Atcadul & v^anCjadice ^cat. 

y. 109;. Whether mite Wh} The XMtnhie^ the U$ut$jiJ^efis w«s 
founded upon a Suppofition, that the Souls ot the Decea&d «aftd 
•^iom one Body iso «adth&r. tjithagur^Ls was Author of this %^ of 
^Phildbphers, afinteJ9g that his ^oiil enter^ into the Bbdies of fiy^ 
«ii^Ferent Animak; and that he was isA. J^i^orius, id fftiufgrm^^ 
3d A Peacod;;, iftkOmer^ aftdy^if «if«/^ lUmauJfdfU 

May 
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May fome unerring previous Signs declare 

Our Fate and Fortune in the dubious War. yaa 

If captive Tbthsj her Hoftand WaUs o'erthrown» 

The lawful Heir, her rightful Lord Ihall own. 

Let favVing Thunders (hake the dtftant Spheres, 

And Birds with Voite aufpicious flrike our Ears : 

But, if the Gods averfe rgeft our Vows, 705 

And the proud Tyrant's wrongful Caufe efpoufe. 

Withhold thofc Signs : And may the plumy Race 

In numVous Flocks obfcure th* aerial Space. 

Thus fpoke the Sage : And on the Rock recjfin'd. 

To the fame Office oAer Cjods affignU 7 10 

From thence he views a gathering Mift arife, 

Ravifli the Day, and blacken all the ^ies. 

But when they had (by old Example taught) 

Frefti Omens from tihe Stars and ^thcr fought % 

MelampMcvv^i No fevering Birds of Prey, 715 

Nor tuneful Songfters wing their airy Wdy^ 

Float on the Wind, or emuloirfly ftraih 

Their liquid Throats, and cleave th'etheriid Plain. 

No jetty Raven, from jlpollo fent. 

Nor Owl from Pallas favours our Intent ; 720 

Nor dexter Eagle, (looping from above. 

Proclaims our lat'refl: with his Matter Jove. 

Yet fee, what Legions, gathering from afar 

Jn Qucft of Prey, await the future War ! 

•V. |oj. Ifitfa^rinji Thunder s\ The Heathens, among many other 
fuperliitio^s Notions, had this' in particular ; that Thander coming 
iix>m the left pprtend^d the Favour of the Gods to thofe who faw it* 
Nence Virgil: 

Vix ca fetus erat fe^ior, fubitoqqe fragore' 

intCMit bmiii. uEneid^ Lib. a. Vefie69a« 

I 3 Here 
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Here quivering Hawks, and hungry Vultures fly, 725 

And doud with fpreading Wings th' obftrufted Sky. 

There horrid Screech-Pwls with portending Flight, 

Aftd Screamings dire prophane the hallow'd Light. 

Whet then remains ? — Shall thcfe Portents prevail, 

Aftd Peace or War incline the doubtful Scale ? 730 

Canftthou, O Source of Light, unmov'd, furvcy 

Thy Rays obfcurM, and violated Day ? 

While thus he fpakc : A fuddcn Tumult fprings 

iFrom clafhing Talons, , and obftrufted Wings : 

They clap their iPinions, and with frantick Rage 735 

Strike their own Breafts, and with themfelves engage. 

The Chief fubjoins : — Oft have thefe Eyes beheld . 

pirc Omens, and my Skill the Caufe revealM : • 

Vet never felt 1 this Excels of Fear, 

Or did the Stars more ominous appear i 740 

Not even when I fought the Colchian Shore, 

With Kings and bcmi-gods in Days of Yore* 

To what I urg*d they liftenM and obeyed. 

And. Fate confirmed whatever Mekmpus faid ; 

Jior was the Son of Phabiis fooner heard 745 

Than I, or his Advice to mine preferred. 

But lee, ftill greater Prodigies await. 

And free from further Doubt the Will of Fate, 

Vi 7^7. Tbire horrid Screeei'O-wh] The above-quoted Auihorfays, 
Solaquc cUlminibas fcrali carmine Bubo- 
Ssepe queriy et lougas in fletum ducere voces. 

£ook 4. V« 463. 

V, ^^f* Sui/eif ftill greatet Prodigies^ Statiui has excelled his two 
^6etical FrcdeceiTors Homer and Virgil in the Choice of an Oxnenj^ 
luidin the Application of it to the Ihing portended, in a very emi- 
nent Degree. By preraifing this Obiervation> I have unluckily . 
aW^ened tbe Reader's Atteation, an^ drawn myfelf iiitx> afl indiu 
jpenfible N«ceffity of giving my Opinion of this Part in gencial. 
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Unnumbered Swans, coUeftcd from afar. 

In one firm Body wcdg'd, cxpcft the War : 750 

Whether ftern Boreas hither urg'd their Courfe, 

Or Nile overflows its Banks from ev'ry Source. 

The Tbebans thefc, who Ihun the deathful Field, 

And hold their Walls before them as a Shield. 

But fee, exulting with the Hopes of Prey, 75 j 

A Troop of Eagles hither wing their Way. 

Thcfe are th* Inacbian Chiefs, who feek Renown 

From captive tbebes^ and threat the guilty Town. 

With open Beaks, and levelled Claws they fpring, 

Atid all the War defcends upon the Wing. 760 

Beneath each Blow a fnowy Warrior dies. 

And Showers of Blood and Feathers quit the Skies. 

Yet fee, the Vi£lors triumph but to fall ; ' 

And y§ve defcends, alike fevere to all. 

This, proudly foaring thro' forbidden Ways, 765 

Is burnt with fcorching Solh avenging Rays. 

That, daring with fuperior Strength engage. 

Falls the juft ViAim of united Rage. 

To fay any Thin? of Aagury, ^rther than it concerns the pieftnt 
Subjed of our Obfervacion, would be entirely needlefs, as the Rea- 
der may find it defcribed at large in Kenutt and Potttr. I (hill only 
remark therefore, that out of a very dry Subje^» Statmt has made 
an entertaining and agreeable Narration. The di^erent Deaths of the 
fix Heroes combined againft TbeBts^ are finely imagiiied in thofe of 
the fix Eagles. But, as the Propriety of the Application cannot be 
fo well illuHrated without a previous Compariibn, I (hall defer do* 
in|| it till it occurs in the Courfe of Obfervation. The Omen de- 
fcnbed by Firgil is in the iith Book of the iSneid ; and that of 
Homer in the izth of the Iliad. 

V. 765. ThiSf proudly /oaring'] This WSLS C/ipaneuit who was thun- 
der-ftruck for attempting to fcale the Walls otTMes, in Defiance of 
Jupiter. 

V. 767. naty daring njoiih fuperior Strength] The Hero here figured 
was Fartbenopausy who fell In a Duel with Drjas, a Chief of CQor- 
piottfi Size» and diilinguifhed Strength. 

1 4 Hcn^ 
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Here one, entangled with his Foe, expires : 

This, fafe in FHght atone, from War retires* 77Q 

Another Chief, o'crWheWd with Numbers, lies. 

And with his fpridkled Kkxid pollutes the Skies, 

This, tho* he fcarce retains the vital Breath, 

Preyson his Foe, «nd triumphs, e'en in Deatlo. 

Bm whence thofe ftctet Tsarrk, that ftiikd Qmn? 775 

Too well, alas I the fatid Caufe is known/ 

Thus (hack the trembling Chiefs beneath the Wei^h^ 

Of imag'd Miichiefa, dnd portended Fate. 

Great was their Qrief while yet it lay conce^d^ 

But greater when their Fortune Was mreal'd^ fSp 

tering with his Brother. 

V, 770. nis/afe in Flight^ Adra^i is afluikd V> kcrc, wfco it^ 
Cuined faie home to Argbs. 

y. f 71. An^bst Qhitf^ p'er<whfhn^d'\ Hipfofntdon was drowned ii^ 
th« River Iftmni^Si ik tbs PuHuit of his Eneinies. 

V* 773. Tbi\i tho' hi/cmrci retains] The Poet here tlliid^s to Jy* 
ieusi whoji in th€ wety Pangs of Death is reprefente^ as gnawing.t^^ 
Head of his Enemy. 9. • • ^ 

v^ yf^^ fiui wJhwee ^(iff/^rgt Tforj) This is t^ «»Pft bW^^feJ 
Stroke iti the pathetic V^X ^^^t I ever met with in th< Codrie of 
my Reading. .When Mel^^n^i, who had been defcribing^tj^e dif? 
hKnZ Ffiiies of the /even Heroes from thofe of the feycn Eagles, 
had come. tiP (hat of Am/hiaraWi^ then preienti inilead of.p«u-fuing 
ibfi Affjplmxh»i he buirift into Tears. His Friend obfery^ hin>^ 
and being confeions of the Caufej, chides him for endeavouring to 
kidf H« I omft own 1 was very, anxious» and unab)e to gc^fs how 
the pQ^ would .extricate, hioifblf from this Embarra&nent 1 k^t wa9 
i^esable &rpri{|9.d (o find^ that he hs^ not only cleared himiidf 
with Reputation, but made it one of the mqfk b^autifiil Pa(Sage$ ij| 
the whole Work. This alone might be a Confutation of thac fa^fe 
Criticifal which fome have ifallen into, who affirm, tl^ a Poel 
ought only to Gonneft the great and noble Partrculars in his PainN 
ings. But it is in the Images of Things, as in the CharadVers of 
Pcrfons; where a fmall AAiohi or even afmall OVcamftance of an 
A£U6n> lets Us more into the Knowkdge ahd Compreheniion of 
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From whence, ye Oods ! 4a€i this Ia!|>adcnce grcHV 

Of prying into what w€ feftr to know ? 

Since Prefcience doubks futwe Mlfciies^ 

Till fm^U lUs fwell to n gi^^ntic Size. 

Wcideem ^s pertain wh»t*$ 9 doubtful Doom» 785 

And {et\ th' Effe&is before the Caufe is come 1 

To learn, perhiq^s^ how many Years remaia 

Of Life, or^ivhat the Fwca and Jovi orddn. 

J^or ar<5 thefe Se^d* of Grief and Sorrow known 

From Pb0lni% Fibres, Birds» or Stars akme i 79* 

But Myfteries of Magic are explored. 

And brcathlefe Carcafcs tb Life rcftor'd, 

yet were thefe Arts unknown in Days of old» 

When Time, was l^en to fly on Wings of GoMi. 

The Gods rejeiyd thorn for this impious Age» 795 

When Confcience threatens their impending Rage* 

Our virtuous Sires conlin'd their harralcft Toil 

To thin the Woodi^ or break the fN^bora SoiL 

The Depths of Fate involved in Errors lie» 

Impervious, and remote from mortal Eye: 8(MI 

«fliexn, th^n the material Parts themfelves. Plutarch has fuffidendff 
proved this, in his ApoIOgy for relating the Aneddote of JgefiUmf% 
aiding apon a loag Pe>!e to pteafe hii Childrtiu Kbr is this ftoiidifi 
fi HiSory only» bat in a Pi&ure likewise ; where fometimes a iaall 
Motion or Turn of a Finger will exprefs the Charafter and A6tion of 
^^ figure more than iSl the other Parts of die Deiign. 

V. 781. Frti» Hfi)hent9^y€ 0^?\ It haa been «Wbrvdl try flMie 
priticsy that thefe Phiio^phical Enquiries and !^ora} Re^eftiQns 
are very uii-epicy and allowable only ia Dramatic Poetry^, l^h,^ 
Authors of this Obfervation have Reafon on their Side, and I an 
^lad Statius is fo {eldom blameable on this Head. Lucan is conti* 
^aally fplitting u^on this Rock ;• bat he is more excufable than an 
'^pic Poet, fmce the chief Objedion made to it is, that it breaks 
pff* the Connedliba requifite in the £popceia| and retards the Ca* 
^ophe or-ISi^^ of the Epic Knou 
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Thofe only, who have forfeited his Love, 

Explore the Counfels of Almighty Jove. , 

Hence Falfliood, Difcontent, and impious Rage, 

Hence ev'ry Vice that ftains the prefent Age. 

Meanwhile Oedides from his Temple rends 805 

The facred Crown, and from the Mount defcends : 

He hears the clanging Trumpets from afar; 

And all the Tumult of approaching War. 

Nor, when he rcach'd the Town, did he refbrt 

Among the: Croud, or mingle with the Court; 8id 

But, lurking in a darkfome, lonely Cell, 

Supprefs'd in Silence what he feared to tell* 

Melauipus Shame and private Cares detain 

VfhcrtPan and C^^ihare an equal Reign. 

Twelve Days he loiter'd on the woody Coall^ S15 

Then told the imaged Fate of either Hoft, 

The God. of Battles, eager to perform 

His Sire's Commands, and raife the bloody Storm,' 

Depopulates the Towns, explores the Plains, 

And from their Toils diverts the willing Swains, 82<i 

Headlong they rufli, impatient for the Fray, 

Nor pleading Nature gains a fhort Delay ; 

Nor weeping Wives their Hufbands could withhold. 

Such was the Love of War, and "Theban Gold, 

No more their Halls, bereft of hoftile Spoils, 825 

Bear Witnefs of their Sire's victorious Toils. 

V, 825. No more thsir Hails] The Reader may be willing, per-, 
kapfi, to compare this with the ioUowing PaiTage of FirgiL 

Ardet inexcita Aufonia atque immobilis ante. 
Pars, leves clypeos et fpicula lucida tergunt . 
Arvina pingui, fubiguntque in cote fecures ; 
Tegmina tuta cavant capitum» neduntque falignas 
Umbonum crates. Alii thoracas ahenos, 

Avt\ 
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E'en, unconfenring, Jove himfclf rcfigns 
TKe Chariots that adorn'd his awful Shrines. 
They fcour the rufty Javelin, Form impart 
To mutilated SworJs, and point the Dart. 830 

Some grace with Adamant their glowing Breads, 
Or fit their brrghtenM Helms with waving Crcfts; 
While others bend with Care the Cretan Bow, 
And train their Steeds to charge or fliun the Foe. 
Inverted Ploughs, and Scythes ncw-tcmpcr'd wear 835 
Another Form, and with frelh Luitre glare. 
For Spears each facred Grove its Branches yields. 
And Oxen bleed to cloathe the bumilh'd Shields. 
They deluge Argos^ and in Crouds? refort 
To force tneir Monarch, and infult the Court. 840 
War is their Wilh, and Arms the general Cry ; 
Arms in Return the vaulted Roofs reply. 
Loud as the Surge, or bellowing \^/»tf roars. 
When the ftern Giant Ihakes the neighbVing Shores; 
A burning Deluge iffues from above, 845.. 

And hurls its Anger on the Courts of Jove. 

Aut l€ves ocreas lento ducnat atgento« 
Vomerls hue et falcis honos, hue bmnis amtn 
Ceflic amor : Recoquunt patrios fomacibas extfes : 

And with this of Lucan : 

Rupta quies ]>opuIi, ftratifqueexcita javentus 
Diripitint facris affixa pputibus arma» 
Qas pax longa dabat, nada jam crate floentes 
Invadunt clypeosy carvataque co/pide pila, 
£t icabros nigrae morfu rttbiginis enfes. Pharil Lib* t. 

V. 843« Loud as the Surge] The above quoted Author has madf 
X^fe of this Compaiifon. , 

Non iic i£tnei8 habitans in vallibus honet 

Enceladus fpirante noto, cum tota cavemas 

^gerit| et torrens in campos defliiit MvoM. Lib. 6. 

Tfec 
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The Swain with Horror eyes the Icfi^ning Maint 

And the cleft Mountam feems to jom again. 

But Capaneus^ the vaunted Pride of Greece^ 

Sighs for Revenge» and loaths the fhort-livM Peace:. 

SOch was the Suture, Jw^s enonnous Foes, 8§i 

Nor ^$m's Sons in Height fuperior rofc : 

And fuch his Might, the Spletidors of his Birth 

Were darkned by his own intrinCc Worth. 

Yet he contemrfd the Gods, nor knew to ftajr, . S^S 

Where Vengeance or Ambition led the Way i 

But, prodigil of Life, whenever withftood. 

Oft gave h» own to ^11 another's Blood. 

Before the Prophet's Gate, amidft a Croud 

Of mingkd Raidcs, he thus exclaims aloud. 860 

Say, ye bokl Candidates for warlike Praife, 

From whence tbefe abjeft Fears, and vain Ddays ? 

What Joy to boafting ^Thebes ! What lafting Shame, 

That Jrg0s^ heedlefs of her former Fame, 

Bares not thro' pious Awe unlbeath the Sword, 86$ 

Till juggling Priefts and Prophets give the Word I 

V. 849. Bia Capanetfs J The Charafter of Capamui is poetically 
good, and makes a conllderable Figure in the Thebaid. jut if we 
look upon it in a moral Li^ : We ihatl ftnd it an Aflemblage of the 
bnghteft Virtaes and blackeft Vices ; and they are both fo blended 
together» that we can neither praife or difapprove ^tker, Without «i 
Oppofition fron^ th» oontiirjr^QoaHt^. m has VjJour ia.^ great 
Degree» but it is internuxoi vmh &afiinc& His Conflancx renders 
him impious and |h8 Frtendfli^y btri)aiXMiB. in (hort, this Cha- 
rafter is built dn tbs fame Pi^ as ^ Moceados of Vurgi], and 
Aifgaate of Tf^o : Yet he Jus »0« Courage than the &mcr« add 
inore Impie^ thaft the latt;er of tbelii Heroes. 

V, 857. But pradigal of l\fe\ r^^m^esthc6xnBObfttf«»tion.cf 
Argante» 

£ la vendett» far lent» ilifa. 

^he fprejKza i liffiM, ^ hp >dii«fe cd>ii«» Caoto :6. JSt. 45« 

Should 
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Should Sol himfelf,' whom heartlefs Slaves adOre, 

And Fame reports a God, exhauft hi^ Store 

Of Prodigies, and fcare our Argive Train i 

fiy all deferted, would I feek the Plain. iyo 

This Arm and Weapon Aid alone afibrd ; 

Thefe are the Gods by CapaHeus adored. 

But QioUld this Daftard Seer rcfufe to join 

In Combat ; nor his fraudful Arts refign ; 

My Javelin can revenge & bafe a Part, 1^5 

And free the Soul that quivers in his Heart. 

Shouts of Acclaim the Uft^ning Vulgar raife^ 

And Voice to Voice refounds die Warrior*s PraUe. 

Ax length Af^hiaraui his Silence broke» 

And, rudiing from his Cavern, thus he fpoke. S80 

From whence thefeVauotSj this impiousWafteef Breath? 

*Tis not from nnortal Arms I fear my Death : 

Nor fought I flielwr licf e from deftirfd Fight» 

Nor did thy Threats neftore me to the Light, 

Another Fate o'eiiiangs my guikle^ head, 685 

And Jove fhall stank me witb the num'rous 13cad« 

Inipiring Pbebui^ and aPatiiot'^ Caits 

Have urgVi me to reveal wfeit Fate prepares. 

fiear then, nor let in vain the God ^ifdofe^ 

But learn, advised, to (hun impending Woes. 690 

From thee, alone, the iS%b«ed God withholds 

His Oracles, nor haftfning Fese /uniokis. 

V. 87 1 . STfis 4r4n aHniJ^e^oiJi T^s JA ^opkd from #l^:tl4ite- 
jpons Invocation ofMezentius. 

PexM mihl D£4tt et tdiua^iii^d'suffile fibto 

[£aeid. Ub. id. Ytikjji. 
But 



126 STATIUS'sTHEB AID. Book III. 

But fay, by what malicious Furies driv'n. 

You take up Arms, as in Contempt of Hcav'n ? 

Is Life infipid, /Irgos hateful grbwn, • 895 

And Mars of all the Gods ador'd sdbne ? 

Can Home no more attraftive Joys afford. 

And fhall thefe Omens be in vain explored ? 

Ah ! what avails it to have read the Skies, 

And watchM the Courfe of ev*ry Bird that flies ? 90a 

Far better had the kindly God concealed 

The fatal Horrors of the Theian Field. 

Ye facred Myfteries derived from Jove ! 

Ye wing'd Inhabitants of Heav'n above ? 

And thou, whofe guiding Influence I feel, 905 

Be witncfs to the Truths I now reveal ! 

In the blue Vault, ^ in; a Volun^e fpread. 

Plain might the Argiv^ Deftiny be read. 

The weary Sifters flag, and fcarcely wield • . 

The fatal Sheers, fuch Carnage hides the Field. ^19 

Difmifs your Arms, refign your impious Rage, 

Nor ralbly thus, with Fates averfe, engage. 

May Fibres err, and Omens threat in vain 5 

\iiorArgive Blood enrich the ^hhm Plain. 

But let us go : — Our Ruin is decreed, 915 

And tbehes and Argos fatally muft bleed. 

Thus far the Chief: a rifing Groan fuppreft. 

And in eternal Parkncfs veil'd the reft. . 

When Capaneus. — Fly, Son of Oedeiis^ fly. 

Thy Ai^ we need not, and. thy Threats defy ; ^%0 

V. 519. WhertQKg2Ltitah] This Speech of Cafifnefts has a great deal 
of Spint» Humour and garcafm ; and lets us more into the Ch^- 
*rafter of its Author, thaa any hitherto has aone He is a Perfoii 
^l cannot hearken to Keafon, unkis a^gr^aMe to his own Incli** 

nation?} 
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Secure thyfclf in Flight ; nor here fuggefl: 

Fears lik6 thy own to ev'ry Soldier's Breaft. 

May Birds and Fibres ftill thy Care employ» 

And Eafe and homely Pleafures be thy Joy. ^ 

Yet unreveng'd (hall valiant ^ydeus bleed, 925 

And Thebes in Peace applaud the guilty Deed ? 

Do thou afiert the Royal Exile's Caufe, 

And prove the Force of holpitable Laws. 

Thofe Enfigns of Apollo will retard 

Each hoftile Stroke, and claim a due Regard. 930 

Does Nature, fubjefted to Magic Laws, 

Diiclofe to Light each dark, myflerious Caufe ? 

How cafy are your Gods, if Pray'rs can move. 

And gain Admiffion to the Courts of Jove I 

Fear made them firft: But whence this fond Delight 935 

To fcatter Terrors, and retard the Fight ? 

Hence while thou may 'ft; nor, when the Morning's Beam 

Shall ftrike upon our Arms at Bine's Stream, 

Prefume our Rage, and Thirft of War to ftay j 

Remember this our Counfel, and obey : 940 

Left Pbtebus mourn his helplefs Prophet flain. 

And Enfigns fcatter'd on the Tbeban Plain, 

There Capaneus fliall act an Augur's Parti 

And rage amidft his Foes with lifted Dart» 

Ag^n loud Peals of Acclamation rife 945 

From ev'ry Mquth, and thunder to the Skies. 

nations ; and hi» Piejudice carries him (b fiir as to iQake him laugh 
at the nobleft Arts» and even the Gods themfelves» onfy becaufe they 
^re Obftrtt6iions to his Deiire of waging War with TMg/. The 
EflSeds of hU Oration are fuch as we . may fee evtry Day in commoa 
Life ; wkeie^the Aggreffor fiieqaentiy has the Laugh^ though hi^ Mr 
tMjgjoiHk has perhaps Reafon on |ii$ Side^ 

^ As 
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As when a Torrent fwoln with vernal Rains, - 
And melting Snows invades the fubjed Plains, 
Thro* ruitfd Moles the Vidor-Wavc nefounds, 94^ 
O'erwhelms the Bridge, and burfts the lofty Mognds \ 
Cots, Herds, and trembling Swains are borne away. 
And hurried on with unrefifted Sway ; 
Till, bounded by fome Hill, it fliifts its Courfe, 
And, ruihing backward, feeks its diftant Source. 

r. ^47« As 'Oihm a VorweutX It is doiibtfiil sAs&iV ^ Carks^ 
rifon is to be applied £P the Noifc of the jOkMutLaig Arg^i^tf. 5»r cp t^ 
dofingof theDiQpttte by the IntQ-po/ltipn of Night; as the Poet 
might fay with «^iial Propiio^^ diat liie Shouts of the Amy wtzae 
as loud as th^ Noiie oi a ruihiiig Tone^t ; or th$tt SUghtidofed tfap 
Debate in the/ame Mannar as an Entlnence figps x^i Ck)prfe of ah 
Inundation. The Reader thenefsHv nraft pleafe kis ovm FtaiiE^y, aad 
«ppl^ u whcde fie ti^iks ic jooft a^ pliable. I believe it iiri|l upe 
\e. difagreeable (o fee hQw other Poets have acquitted themftbres v^ 
this Subje^. The Header may judge between tahett, 

^ra yap ft/it^i^ioy «ora/A4; «XnOom ioixa;? 

Tom «r* «^ ^ y^vpii <f^/«iaai «^jgovoM^iiif 
Out* ap«( ipxfft •0';)C<» «XAra*;» j^>diiX««k;jt« 
£X6oyr' e|a7ri;)}( or' «t^^«0^ -ift»^ ofiC^» 

Non fie aggeribus ruptis cum fpomeu? imw 

Exiit, oppofmafqye evipit gyrgkc HKoles^ 

Fertur in arva furens cumuld, campof^ue per omoes 

Cum ilabidif ar«)eott trahic -i-f^ Magii^iA* A» 

Sic pleno Pados ore enniens fo^r aggere ttua« 

£xc«nit^^pa«9 et totos coocutk ^ros. 

Succubuit a qua tellus, cumulumque furentem 

Undarum paiTura rolt : turn flomine toto 

Tfaii^» et igootofi »peilt itbi gwgite eempot. 

IIIm tenra f^gk doMiiios : hk rare ec4oiiis 

Aoeeduftt, doaante Pedo.--- Lucan Pluur. 9.4* If • 4y& 

They sire all four Imremei^ bea^dfiil» and have Jtheir .Mfi^m^ ' 
and» unlefs I err very much in Point of Jn4tUlfinf»^«thgr # Al^ 
appear here to the Diiadvantage of Statius% 

jNleanwhilc 
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Mean while the Sun to Weftern Deeps retir'd, 955 

And with his Light the ftern Debate expired. 

But idixx Argia^ fteepM in Sorrow, fhares 

A more than half of all her Hufband*s Cares. 

Impatient to divulge her Grief, fhe rofe. 

And fought the Royal Manfions of Repofe. 560 

Abandoned to the Wind her Treflcs.fly ; 

Grief paPd her Cheeks, and duU'd her Iparkling Eye» 

^hejfander in her foft Embraces prefe'd, 

(Her only Hope) hung fmiling at her Breaft. 

What Time the Bear, of all the ftarry Train 965 

Alone furviving, fhuns the Weftern Main, 

She reached her Sire, and on his Kneees reclin'd. 

Thus vents the fecret Purpofe of her Mind. 

^ Of what Avail are Words to you, who know 
The Source and Origin of all my Woe ? 970 

Say, is it doubted, why I bend my Courie 
To you, my Sire, my Friend, my fole Refource? 
i'et Heav'n. atteft, the filent Lamp of Night, 
And Stars alone were confcious of my Flight. 
Alas ! nor Eafe, nor Quiet have I known, m^ 

(But Ihar'd in Grief and Sorrows not my own,) 
Since Hymen^s Tapers (hone at your Command, 

And this young Prince received my plighted Hand. 

V. 965. What time the Bear^ &c.] StatiHs is guilty of the fame 
Aftronomical Millake, as his two Predeceflbrs liomer and yirgili 
who both in their Veries reprefent the Bear as the only Conftcllatioi> 
which never bathed itfelf in the Ocean, that is to fay, that did not 
^et, and was always vifible; whereas this is common to other Con- 
ilellations of the Arftic Circle; as, the lefler Bear, the Dragon, 
the greateft Part of Cepheus, ^c. For my Part I efteem this Millake 
of & little Confequence in a Poet, that I ihali not trouble the 
Reader with a Vindication, but refer him to that of Horner^ by Mr* 
Pfipe. See Note on Verfe 566 of the 1 8th Book of the Jliad, 

Youh K Pangs 
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Pangs keen as thofe which break my nightly Reft, • 

Might pierce a Rock, or Tyger's nu.hlefs Brcaft. 980 

Now on the Verge of cndlels Woe 1 ftand. 

And own no Help but from thy faving Hand : 

Aflent to War, nor let thy Son bemoan 

The ravilh'd Empire due to him alone. 

But^ if thefe Tears thy Pity fail to move, 985 

Regard thii> Infanc-Pledge of mutual Lovo. 

How will his Foes deride his lowly Birth^ 

And make his Woes the Objeft of their Mirth ! 

Yet was his Sire the Prince, who (Phcsbui faid) 

Should fhare thy Scepter, and Argi^^^ Bed^ ^90 

TJor was I led aftray by Love's Delights, 

Or lawlefs Hym^ prefent at the Rites ; 

But mindful e'er of what thou didft enjoin, 

i caught my Heart to know no Choice but thine* ' 

Say, can I freeze, when he for Verngeance glows^ 995 

Or wifh to fmile^ exempt from fecial Woes ? 

The Fears and Cares of Love, alas ! are known 

To ;:hofe, whom Fortune dooms to feel, alone, 

Yet fuch the Objeft of this harfh Requeft, , 

I viread the Grant, and what I alii, deteft ; ' \<^Q!^ 



V. 9 87. Hd^fivill his Fties^ As being the Son of an Exile. 

The Poet in this Oration does not ieem to have thorouchly en- 
tered int th< Spirit of the Caufe, or kept the Moiivc,: i. t;.is Adt 
drefs lulEcientiy in his Eye: At leaft I ih'^Uid have hetn :nciined to 
havi? put another Conftrufticn on it, and to have concluded it rar 
ther the Eitea of Pride and Ambition, than of Difinterelledncfs' 
And Humanity, il I had not rtcollcdled that 4rgia was jput to 
Death by Creen^ for burying her Huihand contrary to Orders. The 
Moiivea fh^ alledgeb ieem to be a mcer Feint; and indeed it is im- 
probable hat a tender Wife and ^ffedlionate Daughter fhould dci- 
fire licr Hufband and Father to hazard their Lives for a. petty Sove- 
ijeignty, when the former of thefe Relations was Heir to a mucl^ 
hrgerf^ as folynUes was to Adrajius^ 

A«4 
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And, when the Trumpet founds the laft Adieu, 

And the dear Objedt leffens to my View ; 

I yet may wifh, but then muft wifli in vain. 

The circling Moments could revolve again. 

The Monarch, rifing, on her Checks impreft 1005 

A tender Kifs, and thus the Fair addreft. 

Difmifs thy Fears : E'en Envy muft approve 

Thy juft Petition, and Excefs of Love 

The threatening Gods my UbVing Breaft divide. 

And bid each Impulfe of Revenge fubfide* zox9 

Yet fair Argia (hall not fue in vain. 

Nor her brave Spoufe without Redrefs complain. , 

Be this his Solace, that this (hort Delay 

Tends to fecure the Fortune of the Fray. 

The paufing Monarch from his Couch aroic,' 1015 

And quits the filent Manfions of Repoie ; 

For now Aurora^ clad in Eaftern Spoils, 

Renews at pnce the Light, and mortal TqUs. lOiZ 
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The argument. 



ADR ASTUS having given bis Confent to the War^ 
the Allied Army is drawn up in Form of Battle. They 
begin their March to Thebes. Eriphyle, by the Accept^ 
ance of a Prefent from Argia, lays her Hufband under aft 
Obligation of joining thcr Cdnfiderates. Parthenoparas 
elopes during his Mother'* s Abfence^ and heads the Arcadian 
'Troops. She follows him^ but to no EffeS. The Priejlefs 
4^ Bacchus, infpiredwith a Spirit of Divination^ runs up 
mid down the City^ and foretells the Death of the two 
Thcban Frincesj %mth the^ UfurpatiM of tUKingiffmfy 
Creon. Several Prodigies happen. At lengthy Eteocles^ 
alamfd at the Invajion of his Territories^ confults with 
Tircfias the Prophet ^ concerning the Fate of the H^ar. They 
go through a Courfe of Necromancy^ and conjure up the Spi^ 
fit of Laius, whofe ambiguous Anfwer determines them to 
cppofe tk^ Bivaiirs in a btfiilo Manner. Bacchua in bis 
Return from Thrace, meets the Argives in their Route to 
Thebes. He leads them out of their Way^ andperfuadej 
the Nymphs to dry up all the Rivers and Fountains under 
their Care. The Allies^ half dead with Thirjl^ are met by 
c Lcmnian Prince fs^ who informs them of the River Langia 
and conduits them thither. They offer up a Prayer to tbt 
tutelar Genius of the River^ which concludes the Book. 
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THRICE had Hyperion either Tropic viewed. 
The Winter banifh'd, and the-Spring renewed ; 
When no.w the fprightly Trumpet from afar 
Gave the dread Signal of approaching War. 
When fierce Bellona^ fcnt by Jove*% Command, 5 

(The Torch of Difcord blazing in her Hand) 
Bar'd her red Arm from fair Larijfa^^ Height, 
And whirrd her Spear, a Prelude to the Fight 
Whizzing it cleaves the Skies r near Dirceh Source 
A rifing Hillock bounds its furious Courfe, 10 

Tlience to the glittering Camp the Goddefs flies. 
And darts from Rank to Rank her ardent Eyes : 
iShe ftrokes the Steeds, and arms the Warrior's Hands, 
The truly Brave prevent her ftern Commands, 
And e'en the Coward loaths the Thought of Flight, 15 
And feels a fhort liv'd ilrdor for the Fight, 
The deftin'd Day ferenely fhone above, 
And firft a Viftim falls to Mars and Jove. 
The trembling Prieit a chearful Afped wears, 
Nor to th' enquiring Troops imparts his Fears. . 20 

The Poet has exerted himfelf in a very eminent Degree at the 
Opening of this Book. He awakens the Reader's Curiofitv, -i:d 
founds an Alarm to the approaching Conflict, The Influence of 
Pifcord over the br^ve Man and the Costard is fiv ely jifti. gUiUked, 
di)d (Tontributes (o heighten the M^tjefty of thii» Deicnption. 

K 4 Mean 
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Mean while their Friends indulge a parting View, 

And prefs around to (hare the laft Adieu. 

No Bounds the gufliing Stream of Sorrow knows 5 '^ 

from kank to Rank the foft Contagion grows : 

Each pr^;nant Eye unwonted Currents pours, 25 

Their Bucklers intercept the falling Show'rs. 

Some through their Helms a fervent Kifs impart. 

And Nature triumphs o*er each foften*d Heart. 

No more the Thirft of War and Vengeance burns. 

But exird Tcnderncfs in all returns. 30 

Thus when, the Storm appeas'd, a rifing Breeze > 

Invites the Mariner to tempt the Seas, 

iTieir weeping Friends the parting Crew detain. 

And for a while fubfides the Love of Gain. 

With ftreaming Eyes, and Hand faft lock'd in Hand, 

They put off Fate, and linger on the Strand. ^jS 

But, when the Veffel cleaves the yielding Deep, 

The Mourners polled on fome neighboring Steep, 

With eager Eyes purfue the lefs*ning Sails, 

And curfe the driving Impulfe of the Gales. 40 

Aflift, O Fame, in whofe immortal Page 

The glorious Toils of ev'ry diftant Age 

V. 41. AJpft^ O Fame] It is hard to conceive any Addrefs more 
folemn, any Opening to a Subject more noble and magnificent than 
this Invocation. The tiint of it is taken from Homer, though the 
Invocation itfelf is varied, as may be feen from comparing them 
together. 

E^vtrt 9VV fAoi Mtf^a» oXvfAina }tifAetr tx^^^^* 

(Y|bi,ir( yap i$ai «ri, '/rupsr» re, ir« Ti warra» 

HfbfK i\ kXI^ 010» dxiiofMf tf^ff TI (^/xiy.) 

Omfff mytfMvti Afliya«>> tLctl Kotpapot iaau 

IIAuSt;!' W« ay iytt j6*i/$)»Vo/»a*, 'ni' 090f/Lii9u, 

Ov^ I* fAOi ^iita fM9 y}^ffaeit, hn» 1% ro/A«T iTi^t , 

« 
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Recorded fhine 5 to whofe all-feeing Eyes 

Nor Heav'n, or Earth, or Hell impervious lies. 

And thou, Calliope^ derived from Jove^ 

Whofe Mufic warbles in th' Aonian Grove, 4^ 

From whom alone heroic Ardor fprings. 

Be prefent, and awake the trembling Strings : 

Relate, what Chiefs, in queft of warlike Fame, 

And fir'd by Mars^ to aid Adraftus came. 50 

Surcharged with Troubles, and a Length of Years, 

Encircled by his Hoft, the King appears. 

A Sword alone for Ornament he wore. 

His Slaves behind the ponderous Armor bore. 

Beneath the Gate his fiery Courfers ftand ; 55 

And, while the Groom divides with artful Hand 

His flowing Mane, reluftant to the Car 

jirion bounds, and hopes the promised War, 

Ffr£il has imitated it^ but with little Succefs. 

Pandite ounc Helicona, Dex» cantufque movete : 

Qui bello exciti reges : qux quemque fecutae 

Complerint campos acies ; quibus Itala jam turn 

Floruerit terra alma viris, quibus arferit armis. 

£t meminiflis enim, Divs» et memorare poteftis : - 

Ad nos vix tenuis famae perlabitur aura. ^n. 7« V. 64. 

And Ta/Jd with fome Improvement. 

Mente de gli anni, e del' oblio nemica, 

Delle cofe cuilode, e difpenfiera, 
Vaglia mi tua ragion si» ch'io ridica 

Di quel Campo ogni Duce, ed ogni fchiera, 
Suoni, e rifplenda la lor fama antica, 

Fatta dagli anni omai tacit a, e nera : 
Tolto da* tuoi tefori orni mia lingua 

Cio, ch' afcolti ogni eta, nulla Teilingua. C. C. 1. St. 36. 

* For 
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For him Larijfa arms her martial Pow'rs, 

And fair Pfofymna grac'd with rifing Tow'rs. ^Q^ 

To thefe the Youth of Midea fuccecd. 

And PbylloSj famous for her fleecy Breed ; 

Then fair Cleone fends a valiant Train, 

And lowly Neris^ o'er whofe fertile Plain 

The fwifc Charadras rolls his ri^^id Flood, S^ 

And Tbyrej doomed to float in Spartan Blood. 

From Drepanosj for fnowy Cliffs renowned. 

And Sicyotiy with Groves of Olives crown^, 

A Troop of grateful Warriors bend their Way, 

Where once jidraftus held the regal Sway, ya 

Where flow Langia bathes the filent Shores, 

And, winding in his Courfe, JSJifos roars* 

Here oft repair from Pluto^s gloomy Courts 

The Sifter-Furies (ancient Fame reports) 

While, bending o'er the Brink, the Serpents flake 75 

Their Thirft, and of the grateful Stream partake. 

V. 59 For him Larifla, y*f.] I think myfelf obliged to make a 
few Obfervations on the Nature of Catalogues, as they have beett 
objefted to by fome Literati, who have delivered their Critical Re- 
marks to tlie World with fome Succefs. To confider it then a^ 
purely poetical (for this is all that merits our Notice) we may ob- 
ferve firfl, what an Air of Probability is fpread over the whole 
Poem, by the particularifmg of every Nation concerned in this 
War. Secondly, what an entertaining Scene is presented to us, of 
fo many Countries drawn in tlieir natural Colours, while we wan* 
der along with the Poet amidft a beautiful Variety of Towns, Ha- 
vens, Forefts, Groves, Mountains, and Rivers ; and are perpetu- 
ally amufed with his Obfervations on the different Soils, Produdls, 
Situations, Profpefts, or with hiftorical Anecdotes, relative to the 
Country, Army, or their Commanders, And lafty, there has been 
fcarce any Epic Writer, but has drawn up one, which is at leaft a 
Proof how beautiful it has been efteemed by the greateft Geniufes 
in all Ages. Homer gave the Hint, and was followed by Firgilf Sta-^ 
tiusf T^o^ Sfenc^r^ and Milton* 

But, 
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But, whether thefe o'crturnM the Theban StSLic^ 

Or at Mysena kindled ftern Debate, 

Elijfos flies from the detefted Brood, 

Such Venom ftains the Surface of his Flood. |}ii 

From Efhyre sl Tide of Warriors flows. 

Who kindly bore a Part in Inv's Woes, 

Where to the Hoofs of the Gorgonean Horfe 

A fpringing Fountain owes its myftic Source. 

And the firm Ifthmus hears on either Side Sj| 

The different Murmurs of the rufliing Tide. 

From hence attend Adraftus to the Fray 

Tiwree Thoufand Warriors rang'd in bright Array. 

From diflant Lands they fought the Field of Fame, 

Varying in Mannefs, Origin and Name. gci 

Some knotty Clubs, in Fire attempered, bear. 

While fome difmifs the quiv'ring Lance in Air. 

Thefe ply the founding Sling with fatal Art, 

And rival e'en the Parthian'% venom'd Dart. 

Amid the Throng Adraftus takes his Way, 55 

Rever'd for Age, but more for gentle Sway. 

Thus fome old Bull, the Monarch of the Meads, 

His fubjed Herd around the Pafture leads-. 

V. 83. When to thi Hotfs] The Fountain £&^«rrA»r is reported tl> 
have fprung from a Stroke of Pega/us*s Hoofs, as the Etymology 
of the Word fufficiently demonftiates ; hinr^ iigpifying a Horfe, 
and KptiyQy a Fountain; 

V. 97. Thus fome old BulT] This fine Simile brings to my Mind a» 
equally fine one of LucoHj where he compares Pomfey to an old Oak : 
the Application is obvioufly the fame as this, though the Compa- 
riibn itfelf is not taken from the fame Objed. 

Qaalis frugi&ro qucrcuB fublimis in agro 
Exuvias veteres populi, facrataque geSans 
Dbna docum : nee jam validis radicibus hserens, 
Fondere fixa fuo eft : nudofque per aera ramos 

Eff'undens 
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Though fpent with Age, and long difus'd to Fight, 

His Reign depends on antiquated Might, loa 

The youthful Steers, without Reluftance, yield 

'3[;heir Share of Sway, nor dare difpute the Field : 

Such Furrows on his Breaft, and graceful Scars 

Appear, the Monuments of former Wars. 

The ^beban Hero, full of youthful Fire, 105 

Rode in the Rank, and next his aged Sire. 

Beneath his Standard ranged, a valiant Band 

From fair Baotia threat their native Land. 

Some, ftill imprefs'd with Sentihients of Love, 

And Loyalty, to fight his Battles move ; 1 10 

"While others prone to change, and to repine. 

In quell of Novelty, his Army join. 

Yet more — Three wealthy Cities own his Sway, 

And; from the Father's Gift, the Son obey ; 

Whofe Youths embodied might increafe his Hoft, 115 

And be fome Solace for his Empire loft. 

Such was his Habit, and the fame his Arms, 

As when he firft beheld Argia'% Charms.' 

A Lion's Spoils acrofs his Back he wore. 

And in his Hand two beamy Javelins bore. 120 

The Sphinx, pourtray'd, his deathful Falchion grac'd, 

A golden Sheath the ftiining Blade encas'd. 

His Mother, Sifters, all that once were dear, 

Rufh to his Thoughts, and force a tender Tear. 

In Profpeft he furyeys the Reign his own, 125 

And fwells on an imaginary Throne. 

EfFundens, trunco^ non frondibus efEcit umbram : 

At quamvis primo nutet cafura fub Euro, 

Tot circum filvae firmo fe ix>bore tollunt. 

Sola tamen colitun— Pbarfal. Book i. 

Meaa 
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Mean while, Jrgia from a neighboring TowV, 

Recalls his Eyes from vifionary PowV; 

The dearer Objcft fcorns an equal Part 

"With Thebes, and claims an undivided Heart. 130 

Next joyful Tydeus joins the marching Hoft 

With Troops coUefted on jEtolia's Coaft. 

The Trumpet founds : he trembles with Delight, 

And pants, and ftarts , impatient for the Fight. 

So fliines, renew'd in youthful Pride, the Snake, 135 

When Spring recalls him from the thorny Brake, 

He views with Scorn the vain Attacks of Age, 

And glows, and ftiffens with coUefbed Rage. 

Now rifing on his Spires he braves the Day, 

And glitters with the Sun*s refle6ted Ray ^ 140 

Or, by the fatal Aid of kindred Green, 

Amidft the grafly Verdure lurks unfeen. 

Haplefs the Swain ! whom near him Fortundtoraws, -, 

When flaming Thirfl: dilates his venom*d Jaws* 

Pylene^s Warrior^ in his Caufe engage, 145 

And Pleurotij confcious oiAltbacf^ Rage; 

They pour from Qaledorf% impending Steep, 

Frpm Chalets^ beaten by the rolling Deep, 

V. 135. So Jbines renew d"] Thi§ is taken from FirgiPs JEntutp^ 
£ook 2. 

Qualis ubi in lucem coluber» mala gramina paftus, 
Fngida fub terra tumidum quern bruma tegebat. 
Nunc poiids novui exuviis, nitidufque juventa, 
Lubrica convolvit fublato pedore terga 
Arduus ad folem» et Unguis micat ore trifulcis. 

I think Statius (as every Imitator fliould do) has improved on hi| 
Original. His Language is more elevated than yirgiPsy and he 
has manifefUy the Advantage in inferting the two 1^ I^inesi as they 
r^fled^ the higheH Honour on Tydeuf^ 

And 
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And Olencs which boafts the Birth ofjove^ 

Nor yields in Fame to Cretan Ida's Grove. 150 

From Achelous fomc direft their Courfc, 

A Stream (till mindful of Herculean Force. 

No more, emerging from his pearly Bed^ 

Above th* encircling Waves he rears his Head, 

But, lurking in his azure Caves, deplores 155 

His dufty Margin and exhauftcd Shores. 

A Troop, felcfted for his Guard, furrounds 

The Chief, diftain'd with honourable Wounds. 

They twine young Sallows to fupport the Shield, 

And in each Hand a pointed Javelin wield. 169 

Mars^ imaged on their glittering Helms, inlpire^ 

Unwearied Rage and unextinguifh'd Fires. 

Such was the TCheba,h^ fuch th' Mtoliarfs Rage, 

Twas doubtful in whofe Caufe the Chiefs engage. 

Beneath %youth, as yet unknown to Fame, 165 

The Doric Troops, a numerous Army, came. 

With thofe, who labour where Lyrceus leads 

His copious Stream along the fertile Meads j 

V. 151. From Achelous] Achelous contended with Hercules for th^ 
Nymph Dejanira\ and being overcome in a Duel, was trails* 
ilppi^ into a River. 

V. 163. Such was the Tbehans] It is very obfervablc how Tydeus 
rifes in the Reader's Efteem, as the Poem advances : It opens with 
inany Circomflances vtry much to the Difadvantage of his Charac« 
tcr; efpecially the Conflid between him and Polynices : but in the 
fpcond Book we find him undertaking an EmbafTy to Thebes» an4 
endangering his Life in his Rival's Caufe : In the third Book he re- 
turns co\ered with Wounds, and yet is willing to hazard himfelf 
^gain, becaufe his friend's Interefl required it as he imagined: but; 
}n the fourth, he is reprefented at the Head of his Troops, breath<^ 
|ng Revenge agai«ft the Thebans, and as ea^r as Polynices himfelf, 
whofr Concern in the War was |)erfo^a}t 
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Or till with Care the hoarfe-refounding Shores, 

Where Inacbusy the King of Rivers, roars, ijo 

Of all, that o'er Jrgm bend their Courfe, 

He reigns, excejrd by none in rapid Force, 

When Taurm^ and the wat'ry Pleiades rife, 

And Jove in kindly Show'rs deferts the Skies, 

To thefe fucceed, whom fwift AJterion laves, 175 

And Erajine enfolds with ambient Waves 5 

Whom Epidaureh impervious Walls furrdund. 

And Dyme^ with the Gifts of Bacchus crown'dt 

Of Pylian Youths a martial Squadron came, 

Tho' Pylos then could boaft of little Fame; 180 

And Nejlor^ blooming in hi$ fecond Age 

Peelin'd the Charge, and cbeck'd his youthful Rage. 

Hippomedon^ their hardy Chief, infpires 

The Love of War, and with Example fires, 

A triple Creft his dazzling Helmet grac'd. ^ i3j 

Aft Iron Coat of Mail his Sides embraced. 

A Golden Cuirafs blazes on his Breafti 

With all the Guilt of Danaus expreft. 

The Furies light, with inaufpicious Hands, 

The Bridal Torch, and tie the nuptial Bands : 15O 

Their Sire e4ch Inftrument of Wrath fupplies. 

And views the treach'rpus Swords with curious Eyes, 

The grac^ul Herp rein'd a genVous Steed, 

J^ew to the Fight, and oiNemaan Breed, 

prom Earth emerging. Clouds of Duft arife r^% 

3cneath their rapid Courfe, and veil the^ Skies. 

So, when IJyleus from fome Mountains Height, 

Or hollow Cliff precipitates his Flight, 

V. 197. So, tAjhen Hyleus.] Hykus Was 9^ Centaur. This is cn<| 
pf the nobl^it Similes in all Statiuj, ^d tke mofi jufilj^correlpoiid^ 
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The bending Forefts to the Shock give Way, 
Scrctch*d in long Ruin, and exposed to Day. 200 

The trembling Cattle headlong feek the Ground, 
And OJfa fhudders at the diftant Sound. 
With Horror e*en his fhaggy Brethren hear 
The rufliing Monfter, nor difmifs their Fear; 
While Peneus^ Waves, fufpended in their Courfe, 205 
Roll backward, hopelefs to withftand his Force. 
Who to defcribe their Numbers can afpire, 
Or equal Martial with Phcsbean Fire ? 
The great Alcides drains Tyrintbeh Coaft 
Of all her Youths, to form a fcanty Hoft. 210 

Tyrinihe ftill the Sword with Glory wields. 
And Warriors worthy of her Patron yields. 
But Love of Glory, and a wealthy Soil, 
Have made them more averfe to martial Toil. 
-Few human Footfteps in the Fields defcr/d, 215 

The curious Traveller fcarce finds a Guide, 
To lead him where the mofs-grown Turret ftands. 
And Walls, the Labour of JEtnean Hands. 
Yet hence three Iiundred Youths to Fight repair, 
Nor Swords, nor founding Slings employ their Care : 
Each Ihew'd, like Hercule^^ in Savage Pride, 221 

And on his Shoulders wore a Lion's Hide. 
Their Spear a Trunk of Pine, a Quiver hung 
Behind, and clatterM as they march'd along. 

ing in its Circumftances to the Thing defcribcd. The Diflion is 
lofty, the Images ftriking, and the Application obvioufly proper 
and agreeable to the Subjcft. The Verfion, however fhort it falls 
of the Original, may be fufficient to ihew there was an Endeavour 
at leaft to imitate it. 

V. 217. The labour o/Mtn^sJi Hands'] Tyrinthi i? reported to have 
been built By the Cychps. 

Tbey 



Book IV. STAT JUS^b TItE84fEK l^ 

They fmg a Paau.xn their Patron's Praiie, ' z%^ 

And in fonorous Verfe his Labours raife. 

With Joy the God from fliaded Oe$a'% Height 

Hears his immortal Feats, and varied Fight* ' 

From Nernea. next a fbcial Squadron came. 

And where Molorchus^ crowned with cndlefe Fame,. 230 

Received the Warrior, fpent with recent Toils, 

And loaded with the Monfter's reeking Spoils. 

The Straw-built Manfion, and adjacent Field» 

With Art are imaged on each brazen. ShieW, 

The facred Oak reported to fuftain %^a 

His Bow unftrung, and where he prefeM the piaisj 

But Capaneus, averfe to guide the Cap, 

On Foot o'erlook*d the Plain, and n^oying War» 

A Shield he bqre with four thick Folds o'erca/t 

Of-tough Bull-hides, of folid Brafe.the l^, . a4fl| 

Here Fulcan fi-ees the Hydra's vital jftresiih. 

And opes each fecret Avenue to Death. 

The Concave Snakes, in Silver carv'd, epfoW, 

While others feem to burn in mimic Gj9^j 

Around its Iron Margin Lerna leads 24^ 

Her azure Stream, and mingles with the Mcad5# 

His fhining Breaft-plate was a mingled Mafs 

Of dudile Gold and Rows pf Mountain-Brafs, 

V. 237. But Capaneus] The Po^t ufliers in Caf^nens with Abulia 
dance of Pomp : His Strength, his Size, his Towcr-like iShield; jn 
a Word, his whole Figure ftrikes our Eyes in all the ibongeft Co* 
lours of Poetry. He forces him on the Obfervatioii of the Reader 
by the Grandeur of his Defcription ; and raifes our Bxpefiations 
of him, intending to make htm perform many remarkable Ac- 
tions in the Sequel of the Poem and to become worthy of falling 
by (he Hand of J^ve himfelf. This Anecdote concerning hi? 
Spear is taken from Homer ^ aifd intended to raife the Idea of his 
jBfero, by giving him fiich as no other copld wield* 

Vol, I. L Dfc^dful 
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Dreadful it gleam'd around : no female Art 

Could to tKe pond'roua Metal Form impart. 250 

A Giant on his Helmet frowns impreft. 

And triple were the Honours of his Creft. 

His Cyprefs -Spear with Steel encircled fhonc. 

Not to be pois'd but by his Hands alone, 

Itbome's Mountaineers beneath his Care, 255 . 

And the Mejfenians to the Fight repair ; 

Where Tbriotij and the craggy jEpy (how 

Their Cliffs above, and PteUotC^ Walls below. 

From HeloSj famous for her gen'rous Race 

OfSteeds» znd Dorion^ for the Bard's Difgrace, 260 

They rufli. — Here Thamyris in finging ftrove 

To match the tuneful Progeny of Jote : 

Unfkiird to judge the future by the paft. 

He proved the Mufc*s matchlefs Pow'r at laft. 

To Silence doomed, no more he durft afpire 265 

To raife his Voice, or firing the vanquifh'd Lyre. ' 

Conftrain-d by Threats, or with Intreaties won. 

The Prophet feefcs the" Fate he cannot fhun. 

V. 2^. No female jfrt] Statius alludes here to a Coftom among 
the antieht Heatheps of Mothers making this Species of Armour 
for their Sons. 

V. 261, ififr/ Thamyris] I am furprized» ih^Lt Statius, who gene- 
rally ftrikes out of the common Track, fhould be fuch a Plagiary 
as to relate this after Homer ; and more fo, that he was fo diffident 
qf his own Abilities as to copy it fo clofely. The Words arciicarly 
the fame. 



•AeifioVi tv^» Tf Meff'tti 



Arrof/Lipoci, QofAVptf rov ^fmxcc vreLla-eiv doiKr, 
0^;ga^^^»$ll' tonroc 7ru( "Ev^vra 0»;^aAi^®', 

Otvwtffhp ufiT^ilof kJ i«^Xc»dov x»9<%f irvy* Lib. 2. V. loi. Catal. 

Nor 
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Nor yet was Prefcience wanting to the Deed^ 

Full well he Taw whatDeiliny decreed : . 270 . 

But Phcsbus^ hopelefs to prolong his Date, 

Withholds his Succour, and afients to Fate, 

Yet more-^unmindful of the late Portent, 

His Spouie accelerates the dire Event, 

And, fvveird with Pride and vain Ambition, fold 275 

Her Hnfband's Life for all-bewitching Gold, 

Argia faw the Matron's guilt/ Views, 

And that the Fates forbad her to refufe j 

Then unrepining, from her fnowy Breaft 

She loosed the Gift, and thus her will exprcfl:. 28Q 

Thefe woeful Times far other Cares require 

Than thole of coftly Drefs and rich Attire, 

No more Iball Art enhance Argia's Charms, 

While her dear Confort fheaths his Limbs in Arms ; 

A while without Reluctance I refigri i%^ 

Thofe Trifled, fince for him alone I fliine ; 

A while the Arts of Pallas fliall employ 

The penfive Hours, and Sorro\y be my Joy : 

A while a Suppliant to the Gods FU mourn, 

And weary Heav'n with Vows for his Retyrn, 290 

A greater Luftre will each Jewel yield. 

When crown'd with Laurels from the "Thehan Field, 



V. 286. Since /or him] This CoaduA of ^r^*/», however laudable 
Jt is in itfelf, w6uld be efteemed an unneceflary Adt of Politencft by 
our Modern Belles, who are generally cartlefs and indifferent how 
^ey appear at Home, but never think tjiemfelves fufficiently deco« 
fated for the public View 5 as if their Hufbands had the leaft Claim 
to their Care of their Perfons and Drels. But methinks it is highly 
indifcreet in them to lofe the good Graces of their Hufbands in 
Hopes of extending their Conquefls : as it would be deemed Folly 
in a King to go in quefl of new Countries before he had feeured (p 
Jiinifelf the PofTeffion of thofe alrtady acquired. 

L « My 
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Dreadful it gleam'd around : no female Art 
Could to tlic pond'roua Metal Form impart. 250 

A Giant on his Helmet frowns impreft, 
. And triple were the Honours of his Creft. 
His Cyprefs -Spear with Steel encircled fhonc. 
Not to be pois'd but by his Hands alone. 
Itbome*s Mountaineers beneath his Care, 255 

And the Meffenians to the Fight repair ; 
Where TbrioHj and the craggy jEfy (how 
Their Cliffs above, and PteUotCs Walls below. 
From HeloSj famous for her gcn'rous Race 
OfSteeds» and Dorion^ for the Bard's Difgrace, 260 
They rufli. — Here Tbamyris in finging ftrove 
To match the tuneful Progeny of Jote : 
UnfkilPd to judge the future by the paft. 
He proved the Mufe*s matchlefs Pow'r at laft. 
To Silence doomed, no more he durft afpire 265 

To raife his Voice, or ftring the vanquifh'd Lyre. 
Conftrain*d by Threats, or with Intreaties won. 
The Prophet feeks thcTFate he cannot fhun. 

V. 2^. No female Art\ Statius alludes here to a Cnftom among 
the antieht Heatheps of Mothers making this Species of Armour 
for their Sons. 

V. 261. ifi?r# Thamyris] I am furprized, ih^Lt Statius, who gen», 
rally ftrikes out of the common Track, fhould be fuch a Plagiary 
as to relate this after Homer ; and more fo, that he was fo diffident 
qf his own Abilities as to copy it fo clofely. The Words arciicarly 
the fame. 
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Nor yet was Prefcience wanting to the Deed, 

Full well he Taw whatDeiliny decreed : \ 270 ■ 

But Phcebus^ hopelefs to prolong his Date, 

Withholds his Succour, and afients to F^te, 

Yet more-^unmindful of the late Portent, 

His Spouie accelerates the dire Event, 

And, fweird with Pride and vain Ambition, fold 275 

Her Hnfband's Life for all-bewitching Gold, 

yirgia faw the Matron's guilty Views, 

And that the Fates forbad her to refufe j 

Then un repining, from her fnowy Breaft 

She loos'd the Gift, and thus her will exprcft. 28Q 

Thefe woeful Times far other Cares require 

Than thole of coftly Prefs and rich Attire, 

No more Iball Art enhance Argia^s Charms, 

While her dear Confort fheaths his Limbs in Arms 5 

A while without RelunSlance I refigri ^§5 

Thofe Trifled, fince for him alone I fhine ; 

A while the Arts of Pallas fliall employ 

The penfive Hours, and Sorrow be my Joy : 

A while a Suppliant to the Gods FU mourn, 

And weary Heav'n with Vows for his Retyrn, 290 

A greater Luftre will each Jewel yield. 

When crown'd with Laurels from the "Thehan Field, 



V. 286. Since /or him] This CoaduA of ^r^/tf, however laudable 
it is in itfelf, w6uld be efteemed an unneceflary Adt of Politenef^ by 
our Modern Belles, who are generally cartlefs and indifferent how 
jhey appear at Home, but never think tjiemfelves fufficiently deco« 
fated for the public View ; as if their Hafbands had the leaft Claim 
Ito their Care of their Perfons and Drels. But methinks it is highly 
indifcreet in them to lofe the good Graces of their Hufbands in 
Hopes of extending their Conqueils : as it would be deemed Folly 
in a King to go in queft of new Countries before he had fecured tP 
}iimfelf the Poifeflion of thofe already acquired. 

h z My 
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My Spoufe fhall hail me Partner of his Reign, 

Arid votive Choirs attend the crowded Fane. 

Then to my Sifter let it be conveyed, 295 

If this will gain her Hulband's focial Aid. 

Hence Treafon, Murder, Phrenzy, all the Woes 

That (hook the Augur^s guilty Dome, arofe, 

^ifipbone with fecret Pleafure fmiles 

At her ripe PrbjeS:, and fuccefsful Wiles. 300 

Four rapid Courfers grace the Prophet's Car, 

Of heavenly Race, and thunder thro' the War. 

From Ledums Son he ftole the matchlefs Breed 

By mortal Mares, unequal to the Steed. 

Pamaffian Wreaths upon his Forehead fhone, 305 

And by his Habit was the Prophet known. 

Green Olive-Leaves his glittering Helm inclofe. 

And from between his Crefts a Mitre rofe. 

A Grove of Spears his better Hand fuftains. 

His other moderates the flowing Reins. 316 

Afar he (hines, confpicuous in the Field, 

And waves the Python imaged on his Shield. 

A Troop of Pylian Youths furround his Car, 

And Amyclaansy Partners in the War. 

From Malea*s noted Shore a Squadron came, 315 

And Cariay facred to Diana's Name ; 

From fair Eurotasy crown'd with Olive-Groves» 

And Mkjfisj famous for her Silver Doves. 

Him, a3 their Chief, a hardy Race attend. 

Whom T^gefus and hilly Pharis fend : 52O 

V. 315. Z'r*» Malea*j] MaUa yvsks a Fromontory oi Pehpenmfuiy 
noted for its dangeroua Rocks: it is fituated between the Bays 6f * 
Argui «nd Lacma^ and id now called Quf Malio di Saiao Jkgik. 

Cyllenius 
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Cyllenius trains them in the dufty Field 

To War, and breathes a Soul untaught to yield. 

Hence they no Cares for this frail Being feel. 

But rufli undaunted on the pointed Steel. 

The Parents glory in their .Offspring's Death, 325 

And urge them to refign their vital Breath : 

Of all that crowd around the FunVal Pile, 

The Mother is obferv'd alone to fmile. 

A pair of Javelins arms their better Hand, 

The Reins and ftubborn Steed the left demand. 330 

Bare are their Shoulders ; floating from behind 

A fliaggy Tuuic dances in the Wind. 

The Swan refigns the Honours of his Breafi:, 

To grace their Helms, and form a rifingCreft. 

Nor did thefe march alone beneath his Care, 395 

But focial Elis adds an equal Share. 

Alfbeus next affords his Pifa^s Aid, 

Who feeks thro* Seas the lov'd Sicilian Maid. 

Their Chariots hide the Plain. Their Horfes feel, 

Inflead of Spurs, the Dart and pointed Steel. 340 

From horrid Rites their prefent Skill arofe. 

And to an impious Source its Progrefs owes : 

What Time Oenomaus^ from his Car overthrown,' 

Refign'd at once his Life, his Fame and Crown. 

Their Couriers champ the Bit, or paw the Ground, ^iS 

And fcatter Clouds of Smoke and Foam aroundL 

V. 337»] ^ffLucan. 

- — populisquc per acquora mittens 
Sicaniis Jlfbeus aquas. Book 3. Ver. 176« 

V. 341. From horrid Rites'] For an Account of this Cttfionit and 
OenmauSf fee Note on the iixft Book^ Verfe 382. 

L 3 P/nr^ 
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Parthenopaus next, by Stealth repairs 
To ArgeSi and eludes his Mother's Cares- 

V. 347. Parthenopaeus] Taffb Teems to have copied his Accotmt 
of Banaldoh Flight from this of Parthenopaus^ 
All'or (nc pur tre luftri avea finiti) 

Fuggi foletto, e corfc flrade ignote j 
Varco i'Egeo, pafTd di Grecia i liti, 

Giunfe nel campo in region remote ; 
Kobiliffima fuga, e chc T imiti 

Ben degna alcun magnanimo Nipote* 
Tre anni fon, ch* e in guerra, t intempdftiva 
Molle plutha del mento a pena ufciva. Canto i» 

As we have now feen the feven Heroes armed and accoutred for Bat- 
tie^ it will be worth while to take a' critical Review of them, and 
fee how the Poet has acquitted himielf in the Dei'criptlon. Though 
I cannot anfwer for the different Taftcs of Readers, yet I flatter my- 
felf with the Hopes of their Approbation, with refpedt to the Au- 
thor. The chief Beauty here is Variety, without which all the 
..fabalterv Decorations of Imagery, Diftion and Nuaibers are efa- 
tirely loft, as they are common to other Parts of the Poem. To 
difcover this in his Charadlers,'^ we need only to review them dif- 
tindlly \ and we fhail find that of Adraftus to be no other tlian we 
can expedl in a Man of his Years and Inclinations. Exclufive of 
. the Cares for his People, Old Age natur slly creates an Averiion to 
War> as it is fo diametrically oppofite to their Summum Bonuhty 
i Tranquillity. Polynices, though by no Means a Coward, feems to ' 
like the War no farther than as it is conducive to his Interell, and 
the Inftrument- of gratifying his Ambition. The Love of Glory, 
abllraded ffom that of Empire, feems to have but little Influence 
over him ; but, when united with it, infpirits him t6 the higheft 
Degree of Heroiftn, Tydeus^ fubjed as he feems to be to tlielm- 
preffions.of • Glory and Fame, confides more in the J u (lice of his 
. Caufe> than any other Motive. As he has no perfonal Intereft in 
tli# War, his Inclination to it mult arife either from the Thirft of 
Glory or Defire of Revenge : As to the hrft, we may conclude, 
from the whole Tenor of his Condudl, that it could not engage him 
in fupporting InjulHce, fince his Attachment to Poljniccs was owing 
to his Love of the oppoute Virtue : The Defire of Revenge then 
is the prevailing Motive , but only fo far as it is f )unded on an ho* 
poyrable fiuiis, and refultlng, as I have before cbfexved, from the 
'Juftice of'fh'e Caufe. Hippomedon and Parthenop^eus are reprefented 
ias two daring "Youths, who had no perfonal Prejudices again ft the 
Tbebansy nor lay ujidcr ai>y Obligations to the Court of JrgoT ; iheir 
fole Inducements were the Love of Glory, and Stjdy of War, ua- 

dQ 



Book IV. STATIUS's THEBAID, 151 

As yet a beardlcfs Youth, the Troops he led, 
And ftione in Arms, confpicuous at their Head. 350 
thance ^ids his Flight : For while the Matron roves 
Thro* diftant Tra£ts of Land, and fhadowy Groves, 
The daring Youth, in^pellM by adverfe Fates, 
O'erleap'd the Wall, and forc'd the Palace-Gates. 
In Form and Feature ev'ry Son of Fame ^^^ 

Refign'd the Prize, nor durft difpute his Claim. 
Nor had his Courage, and Defert in Arms 
Been deem'd inferior to his outward Charms, 
But Death o'ertook him, ere the rip'ning Sun 
. Of Manhood on his budding Strength had ihone. 360 
His Beauty fir'd each Guardian of the Grove, 
The Gods with Envy, and the Nymphs with Love, 
Fame tells, Dianay when fhe firft furvey*d 
The little Wanton fporting in the Shade, 
Forgave his Mother's Flame, and broken Vow, 3^ 
And grac'd him with a Quiver and a Bow. 
He fprings, impatient for the mix*d Alarms 
Of Ihrilling Clarions, and refoundirig Arms, 



per fo experienced a General as Jdrafius. The warlike Difpofition ' 
of Capaneus arifes rather from a Principle of Inhumanity. He is n 
meer Homicide^ and fatiable by Blood and Carnage only. His 
Behaviour to Amfhiarausy however palliated with the ipecious Pre- 
tence of Fiiendfhip to Tydeus^ is aifogant, impious, and inhuman : 
His Confcioufnefs of fuperior Valour makes him proud ; his Pride, 
impatient of Reproof ; and his Impatience of Reproof hurries him 
on to Impiety and Cruelty. The lafl, who offers himfelf to our 
View, is Jmphiaraus, a Chief of a meek, difpaflionate Temper, 
who naturally prefers the Sweets of Peace to the Hurry and Fatigue 
of a military Life. He was told that his Fate was inevitable, and, 
in Confequencc of this Predidlion, puts a good Face on it, and 
marches to Battle with a philofophic C^mnefs and Refignation ta 
the Divine Will 



L 4 And 
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And burns to mingle in the dufty Cofurfc 

t>f crirfifdft War, and curb a captive Horfe. ^yp 

No 'morc.be joys t6 range the guiltlefs Wood 

Wfth Arrows, innocent of human Stood. 

Above thfe reft he fhines in flaming Gold, 

And Tyriah Purple^ glorious to behold. 

His Mother's Combats in th' jEtoUan Field ^^^5 

He bears erigraV'd upon his flender Shield. 

A Quiver, friaught Svith Gnojian Shafts he bore. 

Of Amber Yram'd, with Jafpers ftadded o'er. 

A Lynx's fpotted Hide adorns his Steed, 

WhicTi matdi*^d the Stag 6r Weftefn Wind in Sp^ed. sfea 

With Pride lie Bounds t>eneath th* Unwonted Load 

Of gTeamirig Armour, fit' to grace b God. 

His Matter Imiles : the Rofes on his Cheek, 

And youthful Bloom his tender Age befpeak. 

To him t\C Arcadian Youths with Joy refign^ * 385 

The chief Command, and clad in Armour fhine. 

Fame fays, from opening Trees they took their Birth, 

When hunfan Footfteps ieaPd the new born Earth ; 

And flourilh'd, ere revolving Cynthia flione. 

Or devious Planets gleamed around her Throne, 390 

Ko ^oiifes then repell'd the driving Rain, 

Kor Ceres glittered on the yellow Plain j 

V. 5S7. Fame fays] Evander gives a fimilar Account of thofe Ar* 
f«</;««j. Who planted a Colony in //«^. 

Gensquevirdm trands et daro robore nata : 

Quels neque mos, neque ctiltus erat : nee jungere tauros» 

Aut componere opes horant, aut parcere parto»^ ^neld« 

And Child mentions their Antiquity. 

Ante Jovem genitum terras habui/Te feruntur 
' Arcades, et Luna gens prior ilia fuit. 

I No 
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No Temples lodg'd the fculpturM Form oijove^ 

5Mor Hymen fan6tified the Flames of Love. 

Oft did the pregnant Oak hs Sides unclofc, 395 

Nor alk'd Lucina\ Hand to eafe its Throes. ' ' 

With Horror and Amaze they firit furveyM * 

The fwift Viciflitudes of Light and Shade; 

And^ i;vhen the Sun withdrew its fettrng Ray, 

Fear'd an eternal Abfence of the Day. 40a 

From A&fe/^/w th* aflembling Ruftics rove, 

And quit, in Crouds, the. black P^r/i&m^ir Grove* 

Then Rhipe^ on her Inowy Cliffs reclin'd, 

iVind high Enifpe^ obvious to the Wind. 

From Stratit the raging Hinds defcend ; ^% 

J'egaan Swains the Exile's Caufe befriend. 

Cfllene mourns her defert Height in vain ; 

And Pallas weeps for her difpeopled Plain. 

They flock from where the gentle Ladon glides. 

And rapid Cliton rolls his hoarfer Tides. 410 

Where white Lampia thunders in his Courfc, 

And PeneuSy whence the Styx derives his Source. 

From Jzan then they fought the deathful Field, 

ITo which in Howlings Ida^s Self muft yield. 

Like Waves, they pour from the Parrhajian 'Grove, 

Sacred to Cupid^ and the Queen of Love : 416 

Where, to facilitate Calyflo^s Rape, ^ 

Great Jove affum'd Diana's Arms and Shape. 

V. 414» To <whicb in H€<Ufiiiigi] There was a Temj^ licrededi- 

cated to Cybele^ whofe Votaries were obliged to howl in a peculiar 
Manner, during the Solemnization of the &cred Rites» 

V. 418. Great ]ove q^m*^ Th»c was a t^rtieular Reafcm fot 
his being difguifed in this Manner; > Caljffio being one of Diaaa*^ 
Virgin Attendants. 

Orcbth. 
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Orchomenos^ whofe Plains in Sheep abound. 
And Cynofure^ for Savage Beads renown'd. 420 

Then Mars depopulates th' jEphytian Plains, 
And lofty Pfopbis of her Warriors drains : 
Styt^balus next, and where in JDays of Yore 
The brave Alcides flew the foaming Boar. 
Jrcadians 2X\: tho' various in their Name, . 425 

And Manners, yet their Nation was the fame. 
For Javelins fome huge Papbian Myrtles wield, 
Whilft others, arm'd with Sheep-Crooks take the Field. 
Thefe, ikilful Archers, bend' the ftubborn Bow, 
And thofe with Stakes alone provoke the Foe. 430 
One in a fpreading Hat his Hair confines, 
Another in a crefted Helmet fliines. 
Thofe with the Spoils of fome huge Monfter hide 
Their Features, glorying in terrific Pride, 
Mycena''^ Sons alone withheld their Aid, 435 

Nor they with neutral Eafe the War furvey*d : 
The Sun's abrupt Retreat, and impious Rage 
Of adverfe Brothers, all their Arms engage. 
Meanwhile th' ungrateful Meflenger in Tears 
The mournful Tale to Atalanta bears ; 440 

How her rafh Son had fought the Theban Fight,, 
With all the Youths, Companions in his Flight. 
^ Her f ainty Limbs with fudden Horror fliook ; 
The falling Bow her feeble Grafp forfook : 
Swift as the Wind, impatient of Delay, 445 

Thro' adverfe Woods and Streams fhe forced her Way, 



V. 423. And ^wbere in Days] This was Etymanthus. 

w, whofe 

Her 



V. 438. Of adverfe Brothers] viz. Jtreus and Thye^es, whofc Story 
is too well known to need any farther Elucidation, 
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Her Hair, difhevcU'd, in Confufion flies. 

Her naked Bi^eafts in wild Emotion rife. 

The Tigrefs thiis, with dreadful Angiiifli ftung^ 

Purfues the Spoiler, and demands her Young. 450 

At length I'he fnatch'd his Courfer's foaming Reins, 

And: the pak Warrior thus a while detains. 

Whence fprings this impotent, this ufelefs Rage, 

This Heat, that ill becomes thy tender Age ? 

Canfl thou th' experienced Soldier's Hardlhips bear, 455 

In Toils confume the Day, the Night in Care ? 

Canfl: thou the Falchion wield, and bend the Bow, 

Or with the Strength I wifli, repel the Foe ? 

Hafl: thou forgot, when on Cyllene*s Height 

Thy flacken'd Knees could fcarce fupport thy Weight, 

While the fierce Boar — the Terror of the Wood, 461 

Clofe at thy Side, with threatening Afpedt fl:ood ? 

How little had.avail'd this ufelefs Blade, 

Had my unerring Shafts withheld their Aid ! 

But here, alas 1 a Mother's Art mufl: fail, 465 

Nor Lycian Bows, or Gnofftan Shafts avail. 

Nor will the trufl:ed Courfer Aid fupply, 

When the loud Tumult fpeaks tjiq Battle nigh. 



V, 453. Whence fprings\ The Abruptnefsof this Oration admi* 
xably expreffes the v ioience of AfFedion in Aialanta ; and the Si- 
lence of Parthehopaus on the Other Hand, has a beautiful Effeft. 
We may luppofe, it was a dreadful Mortification to the young Aid* 
venturer, (\Nho afiumed the Man as much as poffible) to be called 
a fmock-faced Boy, reminded of his Weaknefs, and deiired to re- 
turn heme, among a Croud of Cheering Warriors. Bartbius^ a Cri- 
tic cf Eminence, in the Height of Rapture on this Occafion, cries 
out, Mir us talium art if ex Fapinius ! 

V. 466. l^or Lycian Br-Ms^ They were held in the greateft Re- 
queft among the ancient Heathens. The «Arrowi were called 
QnoJ/inn from Gnojfus, a City of Cnte.^ 

In 
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In vain you mingle with the Sons of Atarsy 

Scarce qualified to fcrvc in Cupid's Wars. 47a 

Nor were there Oniens wanting to difdofe 

Thy cruel Flight, the Source of future Woes : 

DUncfs Fane a fudden Tremor Ihook •, 

The Goddefs frown'd, and angry was her Look : 

The falling Trophies fhook the facred Floor, 475 

Thefc Arrows carry certain Death no more. 

But, erring from the Mark, defert the Bow : 

Nor my faint Arms their wonted Vigour know. 

A while await, and check thy youthful Rage, 

Till Strength fucceed, the Gift of riper A^; 48a 

Till the foft Down thy tender Cheeks embrace. 

And ftamp an Airof Manhood on thy Face: 

*Nw Tears, nor Pray'rs Ihall then retard thy Flight; 

Myfelf will arm thee for the gk>rious Fight. 

Hence then— Nor let me here in vain repine ; 485 

Will you, his Comrades, aid the ralh Defign? 

-How well thofe ftubborn Hearts which nought can move. 

Your fteely Race, and inbred Rigour prove ! 

Here paus'd the Matron : the furrounding Chiefs 

Strive to remove her Fears, and foothe her Griefs. 490 



V. 470. Scarce quaUfiea] Thole Commentators who bring an An- 
thor ofF upon every Occafion with this Excnfe, that he was ob%ed 
to conform to the national Cuftom of the Times, may find an Apo- 
>logy ^^^ ^^s Raillery oi Atalanta ; but I am confident it would be 
efteemed indelicate, if not indecent and immodefl in a xnodem 
Female. 



V, 475. The falling] So Lucan. 



'Delapfaque templis 



Ponafuis. PbarfiJ. B. U 

Scarce 
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Scarce, when the Trumpet founds the laft Alarms, 
Can (he difmifs htm from her pious Arms ; 
Oft (he commends him to the Monarch's Care, 
And thus awhile retards the Fate of War. 
Meanwhile an honeft Shame the Tbeians awes, 495, 
And cools their Ardor in the Royal Caufe % 
With juft Averfion they awhile delayed 
The Town's Defence, nor march in queft of Aid. 
Tho' Fear-infpiring Fame increased thor Woes, 
Doubling the Strength and Number of the Foes. 50O 
No wonted Eagerneis to take the Field 
Impells to fix th' hereditary Shield, 
None fit the Rein, to check or urge his Speed, 
And animate to Fight the fnorting Steed 2 
Heartlefs and void of military Rage, . 505 

They fought the Combat, and, conllrain'd, engage* 
Each feeks a juft Pretence to fliun his Doom j 
-One pleads. a numerous Progeny at home: 
Another for his pregnant Confort fears. 
Or mourns his Sire infirm and worn with Years. 51m 

V. 491* Scarce nvh^i the Trumpet] Every one of my Readers, who 
has undergone the like fevere 1 rial, mnll fympathize with the dif». 
confolate Jtalattta, and'confefs the Poet to be a faithful Inteipreter 
of Nature. It is fo common in thefe Interviews to make Ufe of 
fuch Repetitions, and liimmon the meereft Trifles to one's Aid» 
in Order to effeft a ihort Delay, and put off the Anguiih of the 
parting Moment. Lucait fays of P&mfey : 

■ Mentem jam verba paratam 

Deftitount, blandxque jdvat ventora trahentem 
Indulgere moras, et tempus fubducere fatis. 

V. 49 J. Meanwhile an homft Shame] The Poet has made a juft 
Diftindtion between the Difpofition of the Allies and th^ Thebans to be- 
gin Hoftilities. The former, confcious of their own Innocence» 
tolsJKk to Battle with the greateft Confidence and Alacrity ; the, lat- 
ter, fc nfible of the uhjuft Caufe they are engaged in, and fupport- 
ing» are reprefented as dejeded, timorous, and defponding. 

The 
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The God of War infpir'd no martial Rage : 
Their Walls, decay'd with gathering Filth and Age, 
And Tow'rs, which at Ampbion's Call arofe. 
On ev'ery Side ^ threatening Gap diiclofe : 
But now, ^las ! no Bard with Ikilful Hand 515 

Repairs the Breach, or bids the Rampirc fl:and. 
But focial Love the ftern Baotian warms. 
To fna^tch from hoftile Rage, and impious Arms^ 
The Liberties of Theiesj and .ancient Laws, 
And aid the Public, not the Royal Caufe. 520 

As, when the Wolf, with raging Hunger bold,. 
Has bath'd the Plain in Blood, or ftorm'd the Fold^ , 
With Paupch diftended, and with lolling Tongue, 
He ihuns the Vengeance of the rviftic Throng;; . 
And> cpnfcious of the Crime, at ev'ry Sound 525 

* Exerts his Speed, and hurls his. Eyes around. 
Thus did each freih Report of Fame fuggeft 
The Fears of Vengeance to the Tyrant's Breaft. 
One fpreads a Rumour, that Lem^an Horfe 
From old Afopus bent to "Thebes their Courfe ; 530 

V, J2I. As tAjben the Wolf] The guilty Confcience ci Eteocles \% 
well illuilr^ted in this Comparifon: The Outlines of this fpeaking 
Pidm:e were copied from Homer on a fimilar Subjed, 

Virgil has copied it likcwife. 

Ac velut ille, prius quani tela inimica fequantur, 

Continud in montes fefe avius abdidit altos 

Occifo pailore lupus, magnove juvenco, 

Confcius audacis fadli : caudamque remulcens 

Subjecit pavitantem utcro, fylvafque petivit. 
Firgil hzs undoubtedly the Advantage in Point of Subject; though 
I think the Simile itfelf is more copious^ and cootaitis a greater 
Affcmblage of Images iii our Author, 

Another, 
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Another, that Citbaron^^ towering Height 
Was occupied, a Prelude to the Fight : 
A third relates, that fam*d Plataa flione 
With hoiftile Fires, and Splendors not her own. 
Then Parian Images at ev'ry Pore 5^5 

Were feen to fweat, and Dirceh\\jS)a!d with Gore, 
Again on Earth the fpcaking Sphynx was heard. 
And monftrous Births the teeming Mother fcar*d. 
On ev'ry Breaft' prcfaging Terror fate. 
Fraught with fome Omen of approaching Fate. 540 
But lo ! a fiercer Objeft ftrikes their Eyes, 
Forth thro' the Streets the frantic Priettefs flies 
Oi Bacchus, and from his deferted Fane 
^ With Hair dilheverd rulh*d along the Plain. 
She wildly ftar'd, and urg'd with Rage divine, 545 

Shook high above her Head a flaming Pine. ' 
Enthufiaftic Heavings fwell'd herBreafl:, 
And thu^'her Voice th' informing God addreft.. 
Almighty Pow'r ! whofe Aid we boaft no more, 549 
Transferred from fbebes to fome more favoured Shore ^ 

• V. 535, Then Parian Images] Some of thefe Prognoiiics are men- 
tioned by Lucarti as precieding the Civil War. 

Monib-oiifque hominum partus, numeroque modoque 
Membroram, matremque fuus conten-uit infans: 
And again : ^ 

Indigetes flevifTe Deos, urbifque laborem 

Teftatos fudore Lares. Phar/, B, i. 

V. 541. But lo ! a fiercer Ohje£f\ Thi? is a beautiful I|nitation of 
the following Paffage in Lucan. 

Terruerant fatis haec pavidam prsefagia plebem : 
Sed m'ajora premunt. Nam qualis vertice Pindi 
Edonis Ogygio decurrit plena Lyaso : 
Talis et attonitam rapitur matrona per urbem, 
Vocibus his prodens urgentem pedtora Phoebum. 
And ihe Prophecy, annexed to it, excels the Original. 

Whether 
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Whether you (hake beneath the Northern Pole 

Your wreathed Spear, and fire the TbradaM*s Soul; 

Or bid the mangled Vine revive again. 

While ftem Lycwrgus threats, but threats in vain ; 

Whether you rage, where down a lengthening Steep ^^c 

The Ganges ruflies, mingling with the Deep ; 

Or from the Spring oi Hermus rife in Gold, 

Whofe parting Waves the facred Ore unfold : 

Incline thine Ear : nor let us e'er defpair 

Of Aid, nor mourn thy alienated Care. ^Cq 

For rt)yal Perjuries, nor Crimes our own, .; 

We weep in Slaughter, and in War acoAC; 

Yet dill, O Bacchus J we thy PowVobcy, 

And Gifts unceafing on thy Altars lay. • ^ 

Biit, ere I fpeak, what wretched Tbibes tXivA feel 565. 

And Truths, invidious to the Great, revcaji 5 

Tranfport, and waft me to the Northern Pole, 

Where endlefs Frolts the Rays of Sol controul« 

Was it for this I was conftrain'd to (wear. 

When firft the facred Fillets bound my Haif ? 570 

▼• 553. Or hid the mangled Fine] Ifycurgust King of Tirace^ 
caufed mofl of ^he Vines to be Tooted up, fo that his Si^bj^s wti^ 
obliged to mix it with Water, when it w^s lefs plentiful : Heoce 
it was feigned» that he dcoye Bacchui himielf out of 7kr4ifi% an4 
that Thetis received him into her Bofojn, according to the follow» 
ing Lines of Hgrner, 

QI^ yap. vit Apuavx&'f Sioq Hpxrtpli Avxoofy^ 

O; TTOTi f4,acivof4Jv(jto Aiutvffffxiio ThBr.»»; \ 

Ouvofdtivai SafihSyip Aiutvcrao^ ^i foSin^tli 

Ai»^*«T«» IU3<d, B» 6. V. IJOf 

Uee 



1 fee two ftately Monarchs of tte Mead, 

Their Honiours equal, and the fame tteif Bi^eed^ 

With clafhing Horns, and buaing Heads cngagfi 

And fall the Vidtims of each other's Ktstge. 

More guilty he, who icorns a Share tk) yield', ^/J 

And claims tJie fole Pofleffion of the Field : 

Meanwhile a Friend to neither wears the Spoils^ 

And reaps the Harveft of their bloody Toils. 

Here paused the Dame : th' exhaufted Fury ceasM^ 

And, ebbing ia her Sout, the God decreased. g9f^ 

Urg'd by thefc Omens, and fupcrior Dread, 

The King for Counfel to "tirefias fled -, 

Blind was the Seer, yet boundiefs was his Vie^r,' 

The prefent, future, and the paft he knew; 

'. V. 577. MeamAiie a frund'\ Tki» wa» Cnok^ whe &bed Aof 
kingdom of 'i'biba afceir the Death of the two Brothers, figui^ 
Under the tWo Balls. 

As I am not often guilty of troubling the R'e^er with verbal Cii* 
' dcifms and various Reading^ I ho^ nt will- jpardon me, for barelj^ 
inentioning a trifling Difpute, wmch hath anfen about the 576tft 
Verfe, between two celebrated verbal Critics. One of them conteod* 
warmly that wa^ihould read Mounttiin ^ alledging, the Soppdfitioa vat 
be more natural of Beafts feeding 4here tj^a on ^FiM^ as IhaVt' 
tranflated it. This muft furely be a Controyerfy about nothing, the 
Meaning of the Author in the Words eommmem ilftxirr^Tr is nothing^ 
inore than a Paftftre coxtimon to both. One of thefe Dii^ataatihuiL 
quoted from Firgil^ in Support of his Opixiioa 

Stupet infcius alto 
Accipien^ fbnitum faxi de verdce Pkftbf 

J^xrpttting that the &me Author had faid in the 1 2tfa Book 

Acs volot .jthgei^ti SU^ iiunmove Tabumo 
Cum 4ao cQ<^w9«fis Jataiiica ia prdUa* taim 
J^rontil^tts iiwairrunt. 

Hcier^ii)MiiMi;raii4.^jii»aM t^ Brib ar» ftedtngt 

on them ; whereas in the other they are Sheep, «9 appears h^ the, 
Word Pqfiir^ and the Place they were feeding on, a Rock, 

Wot.!: M No 
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No Sacrifice employs his pious Cares, 585 

Nor th* Augur's Art his lawful Noticie fliares. 
Nor fecks he from prefaging Veins to prove» , . 
. Or learn in Delpbic Caves the Will of Jcve-, 
No lift'ning Stars his potent Charms invoke. 
Nor fragrant Altars yield prophetic Smoke : gge 

But horrid Arts of Magic are explored. 
And Stygian Rites, by Jove and Heaven abhor'd. 
Oft he difpeoples PliUo^s airy Reign, 
And bids reviving Phantoms breathe again. 
Of blafted Sheep, fekaed from the Field, sgi 

Whofe Fleeces ftill the Stench of Sulphur yield. 
The mangled Entrails firft are cull'd with Care, 
Then clcans'd with Grafs, and hallow'd with a Prayer. 
There grew a Wood, fuperior to the Rage 
Of wmtry Tempeils, and corroding Age; 600 

Whofe Boughs with interv^eaving Union form 
A Shade, impervious to the Sun and Storm. 
Invidious Winds at awful Diftance fly. 
And glancing Light'nings (hoot obliquely by. 
No Breeze in murmuring Sounds is heard to breathe, 60^ 
The fame eternal Horror broods beneath. 
Some fcatter'd Images of Light invade. 
And but enhance the Terror of the Shade. 
Nor was the facred Silence of the Grove 
Uniiotic'd by the Progeny of Jovei 610 

y. 599. neregrew] Tlic two celebrated Defcriptions of a 'Wood 
in Lucan and Tajo are, I thiiik, inferior to this before us. Tbe 
^ve firfl Verfes in the Original are highly finiihed; but the laft is' 
inexpreflibly beautiful. The Defcription of iriimk is in the 3d 
Book <^ ImPiar/uUa^ a^ tjliat of 7^ ia the ijtt Qum Of.his 
Jtru/aUm» ... / 
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iMtmia's Fornit engrav'd on cv'ry Trec^ 

Attefts the Prefencc of the Deity. 

Oft have her Shafts refouftdedthro' the Gladc^ 

And howling Dogs her palling Orb betray*d \ 

As from her Uncle's dark Domain3 file flies, 615 

And in J)iana*s Form defcris the Skies. 

But, when the Mountains glitter with her Lij^t, 

And the ftill Hours to pleafing Sleep invite ^ ' 

Here on her Quiver (he reclines her Head, 

With Heaps of glittering Jav'lins round her fprcad* 62Q 

Before the Entrance lies the Field of Mars^ 

Fam'd for its Iron Crop and riling Wars. 

Bold was the Wretch who durft explore again 

The fatal Horrors of the bloody Plain ; • 

And, heedlcfs of the paft, employ his Toil 625 

To turn, and excrcifc the guilty SoihJ 

Oft (as Fame tells) the Earth in Sounds of Woe ' 

Is heard to groan from hollow Depths below» * 

When h^f indignant Sons in Fight engage. 

And deal their Blows around with airy Rage. 63a 

The trembling Ruftic leaves his Work undone. 

And lowing Herds the dreaded Iflue Ihun, 

Here (for the Place itfelf convenient lies 

For Stygian Rites, 'and impious Aid fupplies) 

v. 611. Latonia's Form] This Goctde/s was called Luna in Hea- 
ven, Diana upon Earth, and Pro/ermine in Hell. In iht PaganThC'» 
(oiogf it MVfSLS very ufual for their Godi to have many Nanu^j. as wdl 
as:inaoy "Offices. ':This Piece of Saperftitioa is exactly copied from 
tk4in^t^tfae'papifts, ia the ^eral Employments which are aHlgncd 
lo thtir Stinu. , 

-V^6^. Jri^i(irivr/W%iig9^&iKr1 Thefewere CxtffoM to be th0 
Soals of thofe Warriors who arpf/ ftom the Pragon'i Teeth^ am 
ftU in a ConfiiftamoBgahemftlircs. , 
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Arc brought young Steers, unknowing of the Yoke, 6^5 

And fable Sheep to graoe the fatal Stroke ; 

Each Hill and Vale th' ufifwonted Silence mourns. 

And ecchoing JWrr^ Groan f of Groan returns* 

^ejas firft '(as Cuftom taught) adorns 

With azure Wreaths of FlowVs their tender Hearts, 640 

Then fills the hoHow*d Entrance of the Wood 

With Bowls of Wine and Milk, a mingled Flood : 

Honey and Blood, the laft with trembling Hands 

He pours, is oft as ^ parch'd £arth demands. 

For HecaUj firft ef all th' immorul Traia 645. 

They heap a triple Klc opon the Plaia 5 

Three SyWan iStru6tures to the Furies rife, 

Whofe lefs'ning Sumnuts mingle with the Skies : 

The laft of I^ine to Stygum Jovi they near. 

Broad was the Bafe, the Top advanced in Ait» €$/3^ 

To Pf^Jerpm^ a%n!d to lafting Night» 

An Altar rifet «f inferior Height. 

The Fabric's Front and ample Sides they ftrew 

With Boughs of Cyprels» and the biUeful Yew« 

Then with lus xsrooked Knife Tirffias tr^c'd €53 

The deftin'd Mark, and pure Libations plac'd 

V. 653. TktJiifi^jJhrm} The Yeths in fow Edition^ of th^ 
Origiiialare 

Froxxdei atfue.omii9 cnpreflua 

Wliidi t tfaink can fcarcely be undcrftood. Therelbre, iaftead" ^ 
FrondfSfKwi FrMteSf whidi eluaidatct ^e whole Smtmo^t. mi 
men the Senfe will ise cie^y fids: fie J^hfkl Cjfn^stmotndJkti 
Ttf and Sidis of the Pile. This Alteration feems ntttttlbtft mi 
It IS fevOuMaribytthe Authcttity v6(f Aj^ w1m> i«^^ $AJB«Qk 

*y»»- .■••'• \- ...■.;... 

Ingentem firaxere:jpyram9 ^ ^walibin «irii .* ,: .. 
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Between their Haras : beneath the picrcbg Wound, 

The Vidlims fall, and headlpng fpurn the Groiind. 

Fair Mantbo in a Bowl pf ample Size 

Receives the Blood» and tg her Lips applies. 6£fo 

The lukewarm'Yitals next the Virgin fought 

(As Cuftom and her Sire's Example tau^) 

Thrice round each fmoaking Altar (he convey'd 

The facred Offerings in a Charger laid ; 

With Loads of Fuel heaps the kindled Fire, 66^ 

And bids the latnbont Flames to Heav'n aipire^ 

Bat, when the Prophet heard the cracklbg Wood^ 

And felt the Heat, as near the Pile he flood. 

Forth froni his Breaft thefe dreadful Accents broken 

The flaming Strufture trembling as he l|)bke ; 670 

• Ye chearlefs Manfions of eternal Woe^ 
And thou, fole Arbiter of all below ( 

Whom ruthiefs Fate and Chance ovdain to fyrnf 
The Stygian Realms, and empty Shades obey ^- 

Intexit latejra, e$ ferajes a9/# Cupreffiu - 

Conftituunt. ' \ 

'X^ Reader will oUerve, that UMis implie» the Top or Fjrcttt,, Ml 
^nfwers to the Word FroMtes in our Aa^r. 

V. 667. Butf tfihtn the Prephit'^ The Reader will do hifflfelf a 
Pleafure by comparing the followtog Ac^unt of ihcfis Cefemonits 
with that oil^ucan in uie 6ch Book of his P bar/alia. It is evidentfy 
copied from the latter, as may be eafily difcerned from an attentive 
Perafal of both. I muft beg leave to obienrcj that the Pelcriptioii 
before us is more opportune and ftrongly conneded with the Sub» 
jed-than in Lucau : Nay, it feems more natural, that Ef^dcUjt, after 
fuch a Complication of Guilt and Wickednefs, ihould be anxious 
sadLiblicitQils concerning the £\fent of the War> thtn^e^Wt who 
was-engaged in a doubly jufl Caiife. I would not be upderilood tf 
fpeak in Prejudice of Lucan^ who has not only adorned his Subje^ • 
by this Digreffion from it, but ful^ compenfated for its uafeafonable 
JLnfertion. Give me Leave to add, that Sautz Application to the 
Witch of Enior was owing ' to the fame A^oliveSji afi(i attended with 
^f)ar CMtrom^apj^s, 

* M3 Tranfport 
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Tranfpoft thofe Phantoms that for Entrance wait 675 

And loiter yet before the gloomy Gate^ 

May Charon's Vcflcl groan betifeath the Weight, 

And fcarce ireftore to S/yx' the mighty Freight. 

Nor let the Dead in one promifcubus Train 

Revive, and view the Light of HeaV'n again : 689 

From fkir Elyfium let the Juft repaiif 

Beneath thy Conduft, anci engage thy Care ; 

With thee fhall Hermes (hare the due Command, 

Dircft iheir iPaifage, and exert his Wand. 

But let Tiftphone the Light difclofe 6^5 

To them whofe Crimes deferve eternal Woes, 

Withoiit Compunjftion and Remiffion fliake 

Her flaming Torch ^nd open ev*ry Snake y 

Let Cerherus his ufual Rage reftrain. 

And yield the Paflage to *the guilty Train* ' 659 

Of thefe innumerable is the Throng, 

And yet the greatcft Part to Thebes lielong. 

He paus*d, unmoy-d, and r? folutely bent 

To prove the Iflue, and await th' Event : 

Nor was the Nymph deficient in her Part, €^$ 

for Pbcsbus had inur'd her tender Heart, 

Eteocles alone was fcen to fear ; 

Convulsed his Lfml^s, and pale his pl|ecks appear^ 

One while the Prophet's aged Hands he prefs'd, 

I'he Mantle thep, that graced his awful Brcaft. ' 700 

' T. 683. With tbie JbaUHtnsktBl Heracf a&gns this God 10 the 

fuotOmce. 

Tu pifls Imiis animas reponis 
Sedious : Virgaqiie levem coerces 
Aurei turbam/ iuperis Deoriim ' 
Gratusy etimis. 
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Would Decency permit he fain would fliun 

The Sequel, nor conclude the Rites begun. 

Thus» when the bold Gatulian from afar 

Hears the rous'd Lion rufliing to the War, 

AfhamM to fly, nor daring to advance, 705 

He {lands unmov'd, and gfafps the fweating Lance, 

His Doubts to Fears, his Fears to Anguilh grow, 

As nearer he perceives the wrathful Foe ; 

So fierce he thunders: through the ruftling Wood, 

So loud he roars, and fpeaks his Luft of Food. 720 

But old Tirefias^ impotent to bear 

This feeming Scorn, repeats his former Pray'r : 

Ye Pow'rs, for whom thefc pure Libations flow. 

And Heav'n and Earth with facred Splendors glow, - 

Attcft the fatal Truth of what I fay, 715 

And learn, our Charge admits of no Delay. 

Say, am I yet, ye fuUen Fiends, pbey'd, . , , 

Or muft I call ^hejfalian Hags to aid ? 

Whofe potent Charms, and myftic Vcrfc fhall fliake ^ 

The Realms .of ^ther, and the Stygian Lake : 720 

Difclofe your Will, ye Sifl:crs of Defpair, 

Say, do thefe juft Commands employ your Care ? 

Shall Earth's weak Barrier with a Yawn give Way, . , 

And join the upper and the nether Day j . ^ 

(Since you rcfufe to bid the Dead return, 725 

And leave inviolate each, loaded Urn) 

V' 701. IV$hU Dtc0nej permt\^ Never wsu the Induence jof C<»^ 
fcie];ice better proved , than in this tief^ription of Ete§cles*s Condttft» 
His Tukiiuity firft fpurs him on to learn the Fortune of the "War by 
^Iecromancy I bvtwhen the Rites are almoft iinifhed; and the Hour 
drawing on that mufl determine hit future Happioefs or Miiei^» the 
Horrors of Guilt iacreafe fo much upon him» that he would fain have 
retired» weli alTqred in himieif, that he had no Reafim t9exped, and 
fQAfcauently ibonid Sod no^g in his Favour» - * -^ 

M 4 *^^ 
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Or will ye cut and maim the bloodleft Head, 

And cull the Fibres of the recent Dead i 

111 ye defpife th' In&rmioes of Age 

Which yet reuins the fatal Pow*r to rage. j^Qf 

We know, whatever you labour to conceal^ 

And can^ at Will, thole Myikries reveal 

Our Venge^ce 14('ring Hecsie fhould know» 

But pious Awe diverts a while the Blow. 

Nor dcks the triple King, wbofe Name aloi^o ^^^ 

you he^ with Terror, as Jm Pow'r you own. 

From us lie hid j — but Love of calm Rcpofe, 

The Joy of Age, forbids me tp difcloic* 

Here on hjs threatning Speech the Prieftefs t^roke. 

And ftiiis I^r interrupted Sire befpoke. 74^ 

Jforbear thefe ufelefe Threats, thy Pray'rs have fpcdj ' 

And Hell no more withholds the fummonfd Dead* 

y* 735* ^^ ^9^* *^ *^'P^ Kt»g^ In ^e Work3 of the andent 
Poets ^^ find many con^ied Hioks iand hhperife^ AccOim'ts cdbceni* 
Jn| thji K yffen^ <^ a grett, oiBn}p<^tat and eternal Vfeing, ^iftio- 

fqifjlied by the N^me of Qiein^psgon. All I can colled from the|^ 
moiunts to'fhew, that he Was the rather and Creator of "all the other 
God^ ; and, thoqgh boond in ChailH of Adamiint in the loweft Part 
of Hell» wa» y'et \o tcrriWe to all the other Deities» thit they could 
Bot beat* the very Mention o^his Name. Liican has mentioned hink 

in theibllowingVerto." ' " * ' ' *" " * 

Anillc 

Compellandas erit» quo nnn^uam terra wcato 
Non c6nti|fik tx^vAu ^ni Gcugona cie>nit ipe%t2^^ 
Verberibuf^ue fois trep^dam cafti|^at Erianyn, ' 
IndefpejEta tenet vobis qiii Taltara ; cnjus * 
Vtis eilis fuperi ; Sfygias qUi pejerat undas. 
^ncif %M^ aHudtd \p the Notion of his Prenrj^^eMO (0 the other 
^pds; in hi^ Ap(^n)p1le to Night, ' ...» 
O thou, moil ancient Grandmother of all^ 
lifoffc 914 than J^vc^ whom thoii at iSrll didit breed. 
Or thai^ gseat Houfe of Gods celedial, 

W%1^ w*s l^gpt w i>i3«(5^^^Vs H^^ 

And iaw'ft th« Si«|ret3 of (|ie Wofl^ uiun^t 
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fshjfiun Lanc^jTcapes i^ne, txpo»'d to Day^ 

And yawning Chafmf the v^tx Shades difplay. 

Each Grove ^nd fable Stream pur Eyics comtnand^ 744 

Where 4cbiron excites the troubled Sand^ 

Where Pbkietbcn his fiery Tpfrcnt roll*. 

And Styic^p Pa(&ge of the Sh^Kje^ cpntroulf; 

I fee their Kiiig, enthron'd in regal Sjtatie : 

Around the ^inifters of Torment wait y y^ 

I fee the Confort of infernal Jcve^ 

And confciou^ Bed of interdicted Low. 

Death from an Eminence furvcys the Throng 

pf Ghoils^ aijd couats them as they pals aloi^.: 

Yet ftilljthe greater Part, untold, remains, 755 

And o*er incrjcafing Numbers Pluto reigns. 

With Urn in Hand the Cretan Judge appears. 

And Lives and Crimes with his Afiefibrs hears : 

-The coniciou§ Wretch muft all his Ads reveal, 

^oath to confefs, unable to conceal 96||. 

Let this fuflice, (replies the Tbeian Sage) 

P Guide, and Prop of my declining Age I 

Little alas ! it here avails to dwell 

Pn thefe fad Scenes, and paint the Woes of HelL 

How the fierce Cenuur ftill hi§ Rage retains, . 765^ 

And Giants howl in Adamantine Chains. 

> • ■ • • 

To whom is the fallacious Stream unknown, 
To whom the Toil of the returning Stone ^ 

y. 757. ne Cretan Judgti] So Firgtl: 

Qosefitor Minos ttrnftm moivet : iUe filentom 
Conciliumque vocat, vitafque et crimina diilUt. 
. W 767. TbtfalLcHus Sirsam} Th^Cximt of TfMtabifh my wel| 
l^nbwny ^d for his JPunifhment he wm placed «ip to hi« Ckin ia a 
Ueafant Stream, without being able to jiake hit Thirft in it. 
* V. 768. ^e I'oil of the returning St$ne] Sijypbis was • MtOd Ko|^ 

bcr^ ikain by Tkejm. In l^cU he is reprelcntod loUi)»^ a huge Stoae 
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The Pain that Tiiy^n'^ maojglecl Vitak fecit 
And fad Ixian's rtvolublc Wbcd ? ^ jjo 

Oncc^ under liecatis aufpicioiis Cair^ 
Myfelf exploK*d thofe Region's of Defpair, 
When in each Vein my Blood impetuous bo^d. 
Nor Hcav'ii thcfe darkibme Orbs of Light hadfpoirdi 
But rather (Inve a clofe Acccfs to gain 775 

To our own Tbeiaffj and th* Argolic Train. 
Of Milk four fmall Libations will remove. 
And force the nrft to quit the dreary Grove* 
But niark attentive, as they pafs along, 
The FcAtures, Afpica, Mien of cither Throng. ji^ 
-Thy Eyes muft here fiipply the Want of mine. 
And teach me what the Fates and Hcav*n defigri. 
Swift as the Word, thc^fpotlefs Nymph obeyd^ 
And thrice repeats aloud her myftic Lays ; 
Aw*d' by the Sound, the Shades required, appear, 785 
iJBWiile others fled, impelled by fudden Fear; 
As Circe once, and fair Medea Ihonc, 
Now Mantho fhines, furpafs'd in Guilt alone. 
Again her lifl'ning Sire (be thusbefpake : 
Agenoi^^ Son firft quits the blqody Lake •, 7*^0 

With him jappears the Partner of his Bed, 
Two crefted Serpents hifs on cither's Head. 

«p a. Hilly wbicj) rolling down again, affords him perpetual Troubk 
and Vexationl 

▼. 769. The Pain] Tityati made an Attempt to ravifli Lcaona^ ^nd 
, fell by the Arrow& of AftiUo. He is defcribed by the .Poets with \ 
Vultare pcrpetiMlIy gnawing his Liver, 

V, 770. Ixion'j Wheel] Ixton^ boalling that he had lain with Juh, 
VMit tock down to Hell with a Thunderbolt» and chained to a 
Wheel, Whbfe perpetual Rotation was a |)er|>etual $ourc? of Aogniih 
'4a^Tor»eatT • 

. A Troop 
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A Troop of Earth-bor^ Yputl^s, in Arh>s rcnowi>'d^ 
The wretched Pair with l^jdcous Pin fqrround. 
"The fame P^y*5 Sun, t;bat^ rifing, g^e thpm BirjJi 5^95 
-Setting, reftor^d them to thcjr Mother Earth,, 
Fiercely they menace, fierqer y,ct engage. 
And breathe Revenge, and ^inayaijing Rage j 
No more fhcy feel^ Admittance to the Flood, 
But wi(h to.Oake tl^ir Thirfi; ia ipu|Eu^ Blood. Soq 
The next in- Order, as thpy pafs along, 
Vary in Sfsx a(wl Age, a mingled Throng. 
AutonoexYi^ firft, is bafh'd in Tears, 
And Semek the Bojt, fhe merits, fears, 
With Eyes inverted, jfno fliuns tl^e Foe, jgo5 

e And prefles to her Bread the Source; of Woc? 
Here fad Ag^'^h ^ ^^^ Senfe returns. 
In penitential Weeds h.er Pentbeus mourns ; 
5he breaks her Thyrfu^j bares her bloqdy B^cafl:^ 
And flies tp give his wandering Spirit Reft/ ^fO 

Through Styx and ev*ry Lake above he flies. 
And where th' impervious Cliffs oijaetbe rifci 
His milder Sire, Ecbion there he found. 
To fliarc his Griefs, and eafc each rankling WpuncJ. 
A mournful Aipeft wretched Ly/:Hs wears, . 815 

And Atbamas his flaughter'd Infant bears. 

V. 799. No more tbey'\ The Flood he means here, wss,the Stream 
they contended about, and which, according to the Poet, was the 
fole Caufe of their Difpute : thongh the Hints he has ^yen are no$ 
fiifiicient to entitle me to mention it in my Verfion. 

V. 803. Juttinoe] Was the Mother of 4<S?^^. 

V, 804. jind Semele] See Note on the 365th Verftof tfaeFiiit 
Book, 

y. 815. A mournful AJ^ei(\ Lycus^ according to the. Con^entator 

i\aQaniiu5^ gave his Daughter Megara in Mafnage XSiH^tfdes. This 
b incenfed Junoy that fhe made him a Lunatic ; in one of his Fit| 
he flew two of his Sons, for whith Reafon he is reprefented here d^ 
tcftW »4 forrowful. 
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ASam ftill the Form imposM retains. 

And leads the Chace along the dreary Plains, 

Tleet are 4iis Limbs, o^erHiU and Dale he bounds. 

And with his Horns repellsthe ruflung Hounds. %%% 

Next Niohe majeftic ftalks along. 

And fhines conipicuous in the Female Throng. 

With Raptures flic recounts her former Woes, 

^ Survey» th' exhaufted Malice of her Foes \ 
And, pleas'd to find herfelf fecure in Death, 825 

In. loud Reproaches waftes her impbus Breath* 
While thus the Pricftefs fpoke, the lift*ning Sage 
Uprears his hoary Head, deprefs'd with Age; 

" Tne Fillets tremble on his awful Brow, 
And his fliifli'd Cheeks with youthful Ardor glow: 830 
No more the Staff his binding Frame fuftaihs. 
Tall aad ercft, he ftalks along the Plains, 
And thus replies — O! wafte^thy Breath no morc^ 
The pitying Gods my ravilh'd Sight reftorc: 

Others fey, he was a Thehat^ Exile, and made an Attempt to ra- 
vifli Meg^dva the Abfence of her Hufband» who returned Ti^iie 
enough to prevent and punifli his Deiigns with Death. 

V. 8j4. Thepityinfr Gods] This Fiftion of the Poat is founded up- 

;Qnan unportant IVuth or jieUgion» not unknown to the Pagans, 

that God only can open the Eyes of Men, and enable them to ice 

what they cannot difcover by their own Capacity. Thus H^mer in- 

.uodiices Mu^prvOf as enlightening the Eyes of Diomde. 

^*%>ivv f aS TOi iw f^(la^fil» fXa», i ir^tv >>^Y<»> 
« "Off i y»v»7aiK «fM' Btovp pS^Ma.) »\^fa» 

Iliad, Lib. 5. V« 127« 
And Mikin makes MieAailoptn Jdamh Eyes to fee the Revo^ntiops^of 
fhe WoHd,- and Portiinet of his Pofterity. 



— He purg'dwith Euphrafy and Rue 



l^c'vUini) Nerve, for he hud much to fee, 
4iid iMm die Well of Life three Drops dtftillM. 

f^ra^.leJI.B. If. 




JBboKlV. STATrUS^s THEBAlDf,- tyf 

The Mifts and Films that lately did involve ■ tg^ 

Thcfe clouded Orbs, in fuhtlc Air diffolvc. 

I feel the gradual Entrance of the Light, 

And cv*ry Objeft ihines rcvcal'd to Sight. 

With Eyes dejeAed, and difiolvM in Tears, 

Each Phantom of ArgoUc Race appears. l40j^ 

Stern Abas here, there guilty Pfietus ftands. 

And mMPbormus lifts his aged Hands. 

See Pelops^ maim'd to glut the Tyrant's Luft, 

And ftern OenomauSj begrim'd with Dull. 

In the pale Afped oi each Patriot Shade S4J 

I fee the Fall of Argive Pride pourtra/d. 

But who are they, whde Wounds and gleaming Jixxxnk 

Befpeak them not difus'd to War's Alarms I 

An hoftil^ Frofwn and direat'ning Looks they wear. 

And to our View their wounded Bofoms bare» S^ek 

Alas! too well I know the focial Band 

For thofe who^fell beneath th* jSi^lMs Hand '^ ^ 

Cbromis and Pkeget{s^ {kiWd to whirl the Lance,^ 

And Cbtbonius with impetuous Strides advance : 

Brave Maon next his well known Face difplays, 855 

Maon^ diftinguiA'd with Pbcsbion Bays. 

From whence this Rage ? you tread no hoftile Ground^ 

TheCfods, not 3jfi^» gave thefatal Wound;. 

Thus did the ccud Dcfttnies ord»n. 

And human Strength w^ ^ «ppos'd in v^iu 8^ 

V, S4$. Infh f^ ^^^} '^^^ heinitiM Circmxiilaiice is Mam 
from Litcinf ; idiere'tfae^iuute^iirWeh MriShottiki ta^uitiy A«^fQ^^ 
$oa aipnt tbe JForti^e of tke Wi^ ; fkft, 

' Xnfti's fs^licibiit^ otnfar^ 
Vtittus cnity Tuie iJeciosy oittifoifti^ patrnnotie 
Luftrales bejli^ animasy flentemqne PmaBu^i 

'•'- ■ '' • Mars 
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Jitors Ihall again invade the Tbekan Shore, 

Aiid, in the Form of TydeuSj rage in Gore. 

He fpoke: Andy pointing to the Blood above^ 

And facred Wreaths, the Phanttuns backward drove^ 

3ut penfive Lmus on the dreary Steep S6g 

Of hoarfe Cocytos eyes the fub^e^ Deep, 

Whorti late from Earth Cylfemus had convey -djr 

And rendered back to Reft his troubled Shade. 

Umnov'd by Sacrifice^ or haUow'd Bloody 

He loiterM on the Margin of the Floods ija. 

And, as aikance his Grandfon he beheld^ ^ 

High in his Breaft his Heart indignant fwell*d< 

Tirefias firft the mutual Silence broke, , 

And, turning, .thus th* impaffive Shade befpoke« \ 

Jlluftrious Prince !. fince whole unworthy Fate, . 875.: 

lopeflT^t Woes ha^e vex'd the Tbeban State, 

Here let thy Rage its utmoft Barrier find, 

•t^or pafs the Bounds by Fate and Heav'n afTign'd. .. 

Enough of Vengeance to thy Wrongs is paid. 

And fifty bleed, to glut a fingle Shade. 889 

V. 864. AndfacrtdWreaths\ The Verfes in the Original are 

Dixit, vittaqu« ligatis 
Frondibus inflames abigit, monftratquebruorem. 
taSantius^ with the ufaal VSTarmth of a Critic^ contends, that^wV- 
ta^ui ligatis frondihus fhoald be referred to the fifty Shades 1 and I 
wiih he had given us fomething inore to fttpport his AiTertion, than 
Msewn bare Word and criticiu Aathority ; tor I muft own, I^can* 
not eafily conceive, why thofe ^ fifty Soldiers fhould wear Chaplets 
appropriated to PrieiU and Augurs oniy, . Befides, Reafoniuid.the 
Context itfelf feem to perfaade a. quite di^rent Conftrufi^onj^ which 
is 'this, that be drove them away hyfifonjifing them the Blood *aHd Ut 
Wreaths^ nuhtch were the Enfigns of his OMce and /ludforitj* ' I would 
not be guilty of a pofitive iffi dixi, but mall refer, it tp ibe-iR.eader's 
own JudgmenV to determine between us. . : * . , 

^Ips Defcrip4on.9f Necrom^nq^ in general, has' a gvetf Refem*» 
blaQ9e with that in tlie~ 3d' Aft 0^ $^rrr s Oediput^ 

' ' Whom 
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Whom doft thoa fly ?— -thy Son, deprive of Sighr, 

And, buried to the Worlds abhors the Light : 

What, th<f he ftiU retains his vital Breathy 

His Pains exceed the worft D^rec of Death. 

But fay, by what Inducement led< you fliun S$g 

A Congrels with his unoffending Son ? 

O ftay your Steps, and liften to his Yowi, . . 

^Tis the laft Interview that Heav'n allows^ 

The Lot of either warring Hoft relate. 

And be the juil Interpreter of Fate ; 89<i 

If pleas'd, that we may (hun the threatnedBlow» 

If angry, to afford the Caufe of Woe. 

So ftiall the grateful Veflel waft thee o'er 

To the fweet Banks of yon forbidden Shore ; 

For thee the Stygian, Monarch (hall tranfgrefs 8p^ 

The Laws of Fate, and yield the wilh'd Accefi. 

The Shade, relenting, fteeps his paler Cheeks, 

In the red Stream,^ and thus the Seer befpeaks. 

Ah ! why am I felefted to difclofe 

The various Ills the Deftinies impofe ? 90c» 

Sufficient is it to have known the paft. 

And prov'd, that Death alone can bring the laft. 

^»^gi* Ij-fkas^d'\ I believe this PafTafe requires a little more H-^ 
luHration than was allowable in the Vernon ; the Senfe is, that by . 
Laius^s relating the ill Fortune of the War (for we muft carry tho 
Suppofition along with us of its being k) he would gain his Ends, 
however he was difpofed towards his Country; *vix. that, if he was 
a Foe to it, he would have the Satis^^lion of hearing them mourn s 
bat, if a Friend, of warning them aeainft the impending Danger. 

I' ttuH confefs myielf obliged to LaHantius for the true MeaJriin|: . 
and Interpretation of this Pafiage, and ihonld have been at a LoU 
for a Condru6doD. as the Poet &s expreiTed himielf ve^ qbfpurely, 

V. S93. So jiaU fhe gratefij y^il] «ec Note on the 414th Ver^ 
Of th« tft Soofc. 
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But, ,«lmid ft kwmi whti Woes on TMes tmpald/ 

Ixthim^ the Author at your Rites attend. 

Who durft bis Father^s Blood wkh Pkafore Ated^ 905 

Afcend his Mother** interdii^od Bed, 

^hio* violascd Nature force hk Way, 

And ftain the facred Womb where once he htfi 

E'en now the Powers of Hdl he ftrives ftf roufc 

To Wrath, and wearies Heav'n with impious Vows, gie 

But, (ince from me abne you feek to kncFW 

Each mournful Circumftance of ^ture Woe^ 

All I qui kam, and alt allowM by Fate 

With Truth and Accuracy I relate^ 

War, horrid War^ the janing World fliati w^«^ 9 r j[ 

And Thouifuida to their own Deftra&ion hafte 1 

l^^dx Greets» Scatt her youtfa&l WarricM^ y»lds^ 

And ne'er before liiach Armiosi hidtfae Fields^ 

AllthefejBviUnicetafiir^ dia' various Death t 

Some in the glorioua Field (halt yield their Breatbi ff^ 

And others, blafted with ctberiaLF^^ ' 

Qr» by the gaping EartilQ^erwhelm^d^. ezpire*^ 

FairTi&f^wfhallyetbcMiftrcfeof the-Hain, . 

Nor Po^fniees win: the promised Reigm 

But the ftcrn Sire fhall triumph in Succefs^ ^t$ 

And Heav*n and Hell confpire to^gjyc Recfrefe; 

Thus darkly he the Prophecy eispreil; 

Part he difclos'd, the greater P^rt foppreft* 

Mean while the fcatter'd ^gm^ bend daeir Ccmrife 

ToNemea^ confcious of Hereulean Force % jjor 

They long to bum^ to ravage and deftn^g 

And War and Slau^ter are their onljr Jof . 

:.: A . ^What 
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What PowV, O Pbcfiusj did avert their Rage, 
(Forfcarcc the Fame has reached our'diftant Age) 
Relate, what God obfcur'd the doubtful Way, 935 
And clogM their promised Conqueft with Delay ? 
The God of Wine, returning from the War, 
From conquer^ Hamus drove his ratling Car j 
The Scythianr here, what Time the Ddg-Star reigns, 
Nodurnal Orgies to the God ordains, ^40 

The Hills arrayM in youthful Gpeen appear, 
•And fcarce fuftatn the Produce of the Year. 
To dearer TlS^^^jr the God purfues his Way, 
And plies the Lafli, impatient of Delay t 
Impetuous Ifiynxes bear him o'er the Plains 945 

With Tigers paired, and lick the purple RelnS ; 
Behind, a Troop of bleeding Wolves appear. 
With wound«5d Bears, and clofe the faVage Rear/ 
Stern Difcord, ever ready to engage. 
With ftagg'ring Impotence, and headftrOng Rage, 950 

V. 933. ff'^hsit Pcw^r^ O PhabuBfl It was cuftomary among the 
Epic Writers to renew their Invocation to the Mufw or Fhahui be- 
fore the Recital of any remarkable Aftion or Exploit ; nor does this 
Repetition want its Ufes : for it not only raiics the Di|ility and Im- 
portance of the Poem in,^he pye of the Reader, but ierves likewifb 
to awak^ and revive his Attention to the Subjed and Matter in Hand, 
as it would otherwife flag and faiJ off in the Courfe ^f a lOiig Narra-' 
aon. Fir^l has made ufe of this Addrefs in his 9th Book : ' . 

' Quis Deus, O MafaCy tarn fxva inceadia Teucris 
Avertit?'dffi; v."^7. 

V» 934. ' Forfcdrce the feme] This is copied from Hr^il, where in 
the Ihvocation previous to his Catalogue, he fays 

£t pemlhillis enim, Divae, .et memOrai& poteitis» 

Ad nos vix tenuis famae perlabitur aura. ^^n* L 7. v. 645* 

And again by' Tajo : 

. .\ r— Di tant' opra a noi fi lunge - 

- * V Debil' aura di fama pena giunga. Gier. Cunto 3. St. 19. 

' v.Vot. t N Attend 



lyt STAtlUS'8 THEBAID. BqokIV. 

Attend his Courfe, and crowd around his Car, 

Friends of the God, and Partners ia the War. 

8ut, when h^e faw the Clouds . of Dull arife» ^ 

Their burniih'd Armour gleaming in the Sides $ 

And knew» that Tbcies as yet was unprepar'd 955 

To dare the Combat, or their Rage retard ; 

Aftonilh'd at the View, he crofs'd the Road, 

(Tho^ gorg'd and reeling with the naufeous Load) 

Commands the Drums and Ibriller Fifes to ceafe. 

And thus begins, when all was hulh'd in Peace. 96b 

Behold ! BclUna threats xhtTMan Tow'rSj» 

The Queen of jEfher arms her Jrgive PowVs, 

And from the long Records of diitant /i^ 

Derives Incitements to renew her Rage. 

Could not th'06render'sDeath,iu>r Length of Time 965 

Abfolve the Guilt and Horrors aj^t Criqie, 

When Fire from Heav'n was fummon'd to her Doo(D^ 

And fcorch'd the Produce of her fertile Womb i 

That her exhaufted Anger fhe renews 

And the fad Reliques of ,the Name purfues. 979«v 

Yet will I interpofe a (hort Delay j 

Hither, ye Friends of BaccbuSy bend your Way* 

Hefpoke: his Tigers, fleeter than the Wind, 

Sprung forth, and bore him to the Spot defign'd. 

The gaudy Sun had gained the naUdle Height 975 

Of Heav'n, and flalh'd intolerable Light : 

Each Grove admits th' exhilarating Ray, 

And bares its dark Recedes to the Day. ^ 

Thick Vapours iflue from the fteammg FiddSf 

As the cldt Earth a gradual Paflage yields^ JSiOi 

V. 965. CouU not tV Offtndtr\ J)fatV\ Thit was his IfadMrJIh 
mh^ coaceming wIk»», fee Note on Book the ift, Verfe }5i& 

WhM 
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When, rifing from amidft a circling Croud 

Of Naiads^ thus the God exclaims aloud. 

Yc Nymphs, that o'er each Stream exert your Reign, 

Paitake our Honours, arid adorn our Train, 

Affift me to repel our common. Foes, ^85 

Nor grudge th«*Toil, unwilling I impofe. 

Withhold your Sluices, dry the fertile Source, 

And clog with Dud each Scream's impetuous Courfe : 

Jlut Nemea^s moft, from whence the guided Foe 

r«rfues his wafteful Path to Thei^es below. g^^ 

Let ev'ry Torrent quit its craggy Steep, 

AiuJI difembogue its Waters in the Deep. 

Propitious Pbmbus feconds our Defigns, 

Ai on the Margin of the Deep he^ ihmes $ 

The Signs indulgent to our Toils arife, ^^g 

And the fievct Dog-fllr fires th' autumnal Skies. 

Hence to your liquid Caves awhile retire : 

Your Prefence iboQ we (hall again require. 

When your pad Toils (hall claim an equal Share 

In all the Rites ow Votaries prepare. 1009 

No more the Faunae and Satyrs (hall efcape 

Unpuni0i'd, or cfi^ th- injurious Rape* 

He fpoke : and ftrait a gathering Filth o'erfpreads^ 

And binds die Streams fufpended on their Heads: 

No more the Spring its wonted Influence yields 5 1005- 

Increafing Thirfl inflames the withered Fields. 

V. 983. TeNyn^hi\ From^ die Beginning of this Speech to the 
Conclttfion of the Book» we (hall find the Poet exerting himfelf in 
a vtty amiaent Begree. The DefcriptioAa are particukrly pic- 
Mdque and H^vty^ the Sentiments noble and elevated» the Speeches 
Mrvous Mid i^rttedy the Didion daring and figurative» and the 
V«riiM-«afy aw hanaimtofis. 

N 2 Huge 
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Huge Heaps of moiften'd Duff condensed to Mixl 

Charge the difcolour'd Channel of the Flood. * 

Pale Ceres fickens on the barren Soil, 

And withered Ears elude the Peafant's ToiL ^oji» 

The Flocks on the fallacious Margin ftood, ^ 

And mourn th' unwonted Abfence of the Flood* 

Thus, when the NiU fufpends his rapid Courfe» 

And feeks with refluent Waves his diftant Source ; 

In fpacious Caves recruits his liquid Pow'rs, |0i^ 

And at each Mouth imbibes the wintry Show'rs : ^ 

The riven Earth with ifluing Vapours fmokes» 

And Egypt long in vain his Aid invokes i 

Till, at the Worldjs united PrayV, again 

He fpreads a golden Harveft on the Plain. 193ft 

Lyrceusj and the guilty Lema fly 

To diftant Realms, and leave their Channels dry. 

Ko more Cbaradrus with tumultuous Sound 

Whirls his white Foam, and floating Rocks around* 

With fofter Murmurs rough Afterion flows j 1025 

And Erafine no more Confinement knows» 

Who late in Sounds that match'd the noify Deep 

Or Thunder, broke the Shepherd's envied Sleep.. 

Langia only, as the God ordain'd 

Prcfcrves his Stream with Duft and Filth unftain'd; lojq 

Langia/ ytt unknown to vulgar Fame, 

Nor glorying in the flaughrer'd Infant's Name. 

Inviolate the Grove and Spring remain. 

And all their wonted Properties retain. 

* Y. 1013. Thus nuhen the Niii^ This Coixiparilbii is drawn wgttt- 
ably to Truth and the geneMd Obfervation of Travdlcn. The bcft 
Comment upon it is in the loth Book of LucaM*s Fbarfidia^ whcic 
the Poet introduces a Dialogue between C^^Sv and JciM-iMsoouotm* 
inj^the Source and Ongin of the A7/r. 

• . But 
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But O ! what Honours the fair Nymph await, 1035 
When Greece^ to folcmnize her Infantas Fate,. 
Shall inftitute triennUl Feafts and Games, 
And Ages hence record their facred Names, 
No more the Pktes their fwelling Chefts confine. 
No more the Bucklers on their Shoulders fhine: 104a 
The Fever fpreads thro* each infterior Part, 
And from the Mouth invades the beating Heart. 
With raging Pain their wjthVing EintraiU burn» 
AtidfiVy Breathings from thcirrt-ungs return. 
The (hrinking Veins contraft their purple Flood, . 
Nor feel the circling Motion of the Blood. 1 050 

The gaping Earth exhales unwholfome Steams, 
Refolv'd to Dufl: by SoV% increafing Beams. 
The thirfty Steed, impa^ent of the Reins,- 
In wild Difordef fcours along the PlaiiiSt 

V. 1035. O/ <mbid H^oMrs\ A Qexvtiemaii, who has made ibsie 
Figure in the litwary World, in .perufing thefe Xines ivtth' me^* 
blamed our Author for giving us the Ontlines of this Recc, whidi 
he iolended to £11 up in the 6ih Book, as thinking it fuperiluons and 
diiguiHng. Perhaps however this may be fo far from cloying the 
Reader's Appetite, i^at it may raife. it, and make him defironscvlsf* 
ing the Pidui« di^wn in its full Length. . 

V. 1053« Tbethirfty Steeif] Theie Lines call to my Mind a bean* ' 
itiful Defcription in Lufan, pf this noble Animal in the fame fickl/ 

j>cate. 



Non {bnipes motus chngore tubarum 



Saxa quatit pulfu, rigidos vexantia fraenos 

Ora terens» fpdrgitque jubas, et furrigit aures, 

Incertoque pedum pugnat non Hare tumultu, , 

Feifa jacet cervix. Fumant fudoribns armi : 

Oraque projeda fquallent ai«ntia linguH. 

peAora rauoa gemunt, qus creber anhelitns urgtt : 

£t defeda gravis longe trahit ilia pulfus : 

Siccaque iangoincis dvrefcit fpoma lupatis. Fbarf.B. 4« 749* 
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On the dry Bit rto Floods, of Moifturc flow. 
In Whicenefs equal to the Scythian Snotv ^ 
But from his Mouth depends the lolling TongCte, 
Or to the parched Roof ^^hefive hung, 
Some, by the King commiffiqnM, £arth etplorc^ (a^j 
And fearch the Sources of her liquid 3tore. 
But alLin van : they vkv with wAnd'ringlEyesi^ 
Each Channel dry'd, cxhaui|e(l pf Suppliesi» 
(Th* eflential Property of Moiftiirc gone) 
The Spring ^ains ^n empty Nanie alone. i c<S^ 

Nor was there greater Hoi>e of falling Rain, 
Thah if they hmg^d the defart Lykiav flain. 
Where Iris ever^nns the deep SSerenej 
Nor pregnant Clouds p'ei^adfe (h* ui^vavied Sccne4 
At Length a« ^fty of Ho^ difpels their Grief, igSg 
, And chcars them with the ProiJ^cd; of Ketief, ^^ 
Hypjipiky as througji die Woods they ftray -d, 
A beauteous Mourner, haply they furvey'd? 
Opbeliis^ \n her ibft Eqibrgc^ preft, 
^Anbther^s Hope) hung fmiling fit her Breaft. |Q^o 
Wkh graoefiil Negligence her Trefles flow ; 
Her hqmbl(5 Weeds y/cre fuited to her Woe \ 

Xnffh his a ^pt iStanza on the bxat StibjeQ, 

Langt::e il Co|^er gi^ si feroce, e V ejr!M| 

Che fii Aio caro cibo» a fchiffo prende, ' 

YaciUa il pie^e infenno, e la fujperba 

Cervice dianzi| or gl^ tlimeita Mnde ^ 
Mexnoria di f^e palme or piii ^oh xal>a. 

Ne pi it Qobil di gforia amor racceiM(tf : 
Le yincitrici fpo^I|e^ e i rlcl^i fren 
Par, che quali vil foxna, odij, e djfpregi, ' Canto ij. %t, 6%. 

V. 1069« OfUttt] Was the Son of Lyxurgus, King of NemcM. 
I^is Name con^prehendt the Predi£lion of bis Death by a Serpeirf 
"o^iic» figotfmg a Serpent^ ^ Emij'. w)^cb fftfices £)!«» ipitarAprift 
Soicuxid. to kill, 

Yet 
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Yet all tho(e ftudkd Arcs could not efface 

Her native Grandeury and majeftic Grace : 

With decent Mixture in her (lately Mien 1075 

The Captive and the Princess might be fetn^ 

Th* InacUoH N^onarch firft his Silence broke. 

And aVd^ the Royal Exile thus befpoke. 

O thou^ whofe Features aod celeftial Air 

A more than mortal Origin declare \ 1080 

Whom native Heav*n, and boundlefs PoVr fecure 

From all thofe Wants the Sons of Earth endure : 

Let not an humble Suppliant fue in vain« 

Whether you left the chafte Diana^s Train, 

To grace a Mortal's, or Immortal's Arms, 108^ 

(For Jri/^ himfelf has pin'd for /fy^iw Charms) 

The Squadrons you furvey, a pious Caufe 

To raze the guilty Walls of Cadmus dra^s : 

Yet fiery Thirftour juft Defigns controub, 

Confumes our Vigour and unmans^our Souls* ^090 

Whatever you grant, with Joy we fhall partake. 

Nor fcorn the troubled Stream, or Handing Lake : 

Our prcfling Wants forbid us. to refufe. 

Nor leave ai yet the Liberty to chbofe. 

No more we importune the Pow^s on highf % 16^5 

Do thou the Place of partial Jov$ fupply ; 

V. 1079, O then] The firftPart of this Addrcfi is aTiaafcript of 
ji£neas*% Speech to his Mother Vtnus^ in the firft iEneid, 

O (qiaam te memorem {) Virgo : namqne hand tibi vultus 
Mortality nee vox bominem fon^t : O Dea, certe : 
An Phoebi foior, at nympharnm fanguinis una ? 
Sis felix» noHrumque leves quascanque laborem : Ven 331, 
V. 109$. NemMnvihnporUmi^ I Zfii Bfhdd Statlus has neglefte4 
fi^raceh Advice, 

— «- ^ervetur id hnum 
Quails ab ancepto proceiTerit, et ^ oonfiet» 
^ '^ N4 At 
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» 

O give us Strength to match Qur w^rmDcfircsi, 
And Nerves to fecond what our SquI infpirc?. . 
So may this Infant thrive beneath the Care 
Of Heav'n, and long inhale the vitil Aifi ixod 

Yet more.-rShouldJ^?*^^ our Yow^ with Conqueft cfovo,*^ 
And TBebes her rightful Lord aqd Monarch Qwn j 
For each that fpapes the ruthlefa Hand .x>f Deacbt 
A flaughfer'd Viftim (hall refign hi$ Breath.. ' 
He fpqke : ft fudden Languor fei^'d hii Tpngue^ iiOj 
Inaftiye fo the dammy Jawsi it hqng^ / 
His Lungs no more their woiltfd Aid Supply* - 
And fault'riqg in their Courfe the Accepts die.- 
Pale was eac{i Face with Thirft.^nd wi^ Defpair» 
Fainty they ^jbjfave for Breath and gafp for Air, f-^ia 
The Lemnian Princpfs fix'd her modeft Eyes ' 

Prone to the (ground, and. thus at length rep^es, 
'Tis true, O Gr^eksy ivop^ Weav*n I claim my Birth, . : 
And far in \Voe furpafaiphe Hace of Earth. . . 
Hard is my Lot a r>furfc*s Cares to prove, 1^15 

And tend the Produce of another's Love 5 

At leaft Adrafius feems to deviate from ^e pious Track he iix^i fej 
out in. The Sentiment is originally Lueanh^ and I am forry ouf 
Autjicr had the Indiicretipn to cppy i%^ 

Mentimur regnarc Jovem, fpcdtabit ab a|to 
^there Theiulicas, teneat cum fulmina, cazdes ? 
Scilicet ipfe petit Phqlpen ? petif ignibus ^ten^ 
Immeritsque nemus Rhodopes, piuufque minantem ? 
^ailius hoc feiiet potias ca^ut ? {Speaking 0/ Qds(zr,) 

' ' ' ' ' F^^Lih. 7. 

The line3 themfelye^ are ipiiite^ and beatttifal| and equally im- 
jpious. 

V. 1 1 13. From ffeav*tt] Shp was (he Grandauglnter Kii Baccbuihy 
her Father SriflAf's Slip.' 

y. p l6. Of jan$tbir*s Levt] jfrchemrus or Otbeltes^ ^ 

'-White 
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While mine, perchluice» the Pangs of Hunger know. 
And crave what on an Alien I beftow. ^ 
Yet for the Author of my Birth I daim^ 
A Monarch great in fimfdre as in Fame. r 112a 
But, wKy do I didlay to give Redreft, i : - ^ ^ 

And aggtavate with Converfe your DifiTe&^ ' * 
Come then, if haply yet X.4)!^/ii glides, . v !(;• . 
4Lad rolls beofath the Ground his filent Tidds^-- . 
Ne'pr ;W«s he knowa to. leave his Channel dry, V 1 1 aj 
Not e'en when Sirius |ires the fultry Sky ? * ' 
Or Caneer on hb'utmoft Limit fhines, .'> , . 
And to the fcorching Lion near inclines, ' -w 

§hs fpoke ; and, to procure th^ ptomis'd Aid, ^ * 
In:Hafteher;GbargeQn the foft Herbage laid. H30, 
Then he^M araund the- choiceftFlow'rsi andti|i6s ''^. 
With lulling .'Sounds to dbiie his ftreamin'g.'fiyes» ^ 
Such as great Cyksle, whfcn.erft flie ftrove'^-'^. * '• ' ^ 
gTo foothc the plaintive Cries of new-borif y^e 5 - v* 
Around tl^e Babe in antic Meafures pafi • • - • - ^^3$ 
Her jovial Prieft^, and ftrike the tinkling ISrafis • 
But ftrike jn vain.: the Cymbal's feeble Sound, - •♦ 
Is in th^ Infant's iou4erCknK>r^ drown'd. 
Meanwhile in childifh Sports Opheltes paft 
*Fhe fatal Day, of all his Days the laft. i X4ir 

Dnewhile the riflng Blades pf Qr^3 he fpurns, 
Tl)en, as his Thirft, or Luft of Food returns, 

V, 1117. WhiU mine] She had Twins, named Tbaas and Btm^k 

V. 1133. Sucif as great Cybclc] Cyle/corihc Earth, was the Mo- 
ther of a]l the other Deities. JEier Sacrifices were cdehrated with 
s^ coQfo/ed Noifji of Timbrels, Pipes, and Cymbals. Hence H§^ 
faceiiys, ' ^ 

——-Non acuta 
« : : ASic gequnaat Coiybantes aera. 

Recalls 
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Recalls his abfertt Nurfe With feeble. Cries^ 

Or feeks in Sleep to dofe his hearjr Eyes : 

To form the Speech <^ Man he now eflayst 1 14^ 

Andiharmlefs Thoughts ki btohfad Sounds coirrefai 

Erefts his lifPning Ean at ev'ry Sound, 

jf^d cuUs thCf tender Flifw'rs that grow around : 

Too credulous to the fallacious Grove, 

Nor confcious of the Fate decreed by J^w. \ 1 15* 

Thus Mars on Tiracisn Mountains topt with Snttw^ 

Or Hennas ran^d along •CTyZ/bi^'s^ Brow, 

Thus often» on his native Shore asclin'd) 

4P^ Uy» and youthful Thefts defignM. 

The Trodps lAeanwhilc, inipati^nt of Delay, 1 151 

Thr»' Shades and devious Thickets force their W«y : 

One f<rtloh¥s^ where his fair Conduftreft leads, ' 

Anothpr, ari^d with greater Thirft precedes 1 

While flie repeated, as ihe paft along. 

Her Pr09ufesi and cfaear'd the drooping Throng : 11 (So 

Soon as the rocky Murmur greets their Ears, 

And in fdU View the grateful Vale appears ; 

A Stream, tht leading Chief exclaims aloud, 

And waves the Standard o'er the joyful Crowd ^ 

▼• 1 161. SooM as iii rocky Murmur] This is takes from the thii4 
MrMi of rir^iL 

Con» prddil obfeorcM eblles, hufAikmqne vid^nlus 

luliaiQ, halUm primus oondamat Ac$ftlcs, 

Italiam laeto focii damore falutaot. ^ Vtrtc 52s, 

J^ again by Tafir 

Ecco apparir Gieralalem fi. vcie, 

Ee&b i^kftr.Ciemikltm !fi korgt | 

Bceo dA MUi i^dti diiitao^ente 

(Sfi^iM«i«^6 iaktar & vedct CaHto j. dUHSS 3« 

A Stream^ 
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A Stream, gtoKe Ten TM<MiandVek)e8ci7^ .116$ 

A Scream, tbe liifning HWIb aid Ro^ itpljr» 

THbs» whea the Filoc oo ih' io»^ Maip 

Pilcems tbe Summit c^ ^P^fVs Fane^ 

The ftur^y Bpatman quits awfaUe his Oar» 

And h^m with joyful Shouts the lift* niag Shore; ^179 

The lift^ning Shore returns the deaPniog Sound» 

The Rocks remurmur, and the Deeps rebound» 

%a%et to drink, the rufhing Crouds defcend» 

l/nmindfut of^^eir Soyitign or their Friends 

Horfes and Charioteers, a mingled Throng 1175 

Steed prefs'd on Steed, and Man drove Man along* 

Here Kings themfelves in vain Precedence claimt 

In Rank fuperior, yet their Thirft the fame* 

Some tumble headk>ng from the flipp'ry Rook» 

Odiers are whelmed beneath the wat'ry Shock* % iSfli, 

'. « ' 

V. 1 168. The SmMKit e/ApoWs Fssu} Liutm «as a Towi^ in die 
Ifle Liueadia in the loninu Sea, now called S^d^MoifrOt hmom fer 
thi^ Temple of j^ello, to which theie thtt were left^fidc Jfitete^ 
ami were cured ; Oo^/Vdefcribeslt thtit: 



Qj^onkm ptm igmbas »qjm 



Ureris, Ambracias tena pttenda libif 
Fhoebus ab exceKa, qaatftom ffisttet, aipidt le'^por; 
Adliacum popuU jueocadiimifac yocaiit. 

Ikioid. S^. to Piimi 

^ for the Simile, Tijfio has copied it* 

Cosi di Nayinnti andace findo, 

Che mova a ricercar' eftranio UdOf 
£ in Mar dttbbiofb fotto ignoto Polo 

Provi I'onde fallaci, e'l vento infido | 
S'al fin difcopre il defiato fuolo, 

II faluta da lunge in' licto ^iido^ 
f, Tuno al' altro il moflra, e m tfmfeo dUia 

}aa noiai e'l mal della paflau tria. CaatO 3» Si 4« 

.Thcr 



Xh^ King» tb i^rhom befote i Million bow*d, ' . 

Finds no^'E-^ubjt&Wtftcilum'rotwGrowd. ^ 

E*cn finking Fricndlhip ihccts with ho Rctiirn* '• '^ " 
Ot Aid, while eaoh bccotaics bis pwn Concern; - ^ 

The Stream, wKofc Surface late was known lb Qlow,' 
Clear as aOlafs the fliining Sands below^ ' -^^ il8^* 
Obfcenc with Filth and gathered Mtid appears j ^^ . 
And a dHcdlour'd, fable AfpeA wears. ^-' • 

The flatted Grafs avows their heavy Tread j' -- 
And bending Cfwj hari^* htr drooping Head r ■- • l'l9a- 
Tfheir Thirft: no Boundsj^^and ho Diftindion knows. 
The iiwftS they drink, the more the Fever glows. 
Such is'theProfpca; when, b'crthrowrt the Wall, * • 
Bellona doomsr a captive Town to fall z ?• 

Vulcan ^xAAiafs with mutual Aid engage, z 195^; 

Ahd-all i?-Tiimulti Ruin, Blood and Rage. 
At length a Chief, as in the Midft he ftood, 
iThui gr^tcfiiUy befpojcc the Uft^mng Wood 5 
iX Ukh^ :wlM)fc.vcr4a|it Shades, and envied Grove, 
Can boaft alone the Patronage of Jove^ xaoo* 

Here let thy Wrath its utmoft Limits know. 
Nor pafs th^ Bouncfe which Heav*n and Fate alldw. 
Not greater w^s thy Vengeance, wheii of old 
Jffcfdes^e^ the Terror of the Fold, 
When in his faul Gripe the Hero preft ' 1205 * 

The Throat and Windpipe of the Savage Peft* 
And thou, difpenfing Genius of the Stream, 
Impervious to the Sun*s Meridian Beam, 
Still calm, uninterrupted may *ft thou range, . 
And fr9m fqccecding Ages feel no Change, 1 2 1 

Thy Channels no Increafe from Seafons knows, 
Ffooi dropping Zephyrs and diflblving Snows j 

• Nor 
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Nor IriSj varied by Pbcsbean Beams, 

Refunds the Property of other Streams : 

From thy own Source recruited with Supplies, 1115 

Nor varied by each Star that rules the Skies. 

Lycormas (hall in vain Precedence claim» 

And LadoHj facred to ApolW% Name : 

Spercbius fliall refign his Share of Praife, 

And Xanlius^ favour -d in Maonian Lays. ^ 1220 

But greater Marks of Favour (h^t thou provd^ 

And fliine in votive Honours next to Jc^e \ 

Full in the Shade of thefe encircling Bow'rs, 

Shall rife an Altar, grac'd with native Flow'rs : 

So thou but open at our next Return 122^ 

The liquid Treafures of thy facr^ Urn, . 

Si6 thus our wafted Strength again reftore, 

Arid hail us to this hofpitable Shore. 

V. 12 1 3. Kqr Iris J The Poet feems tx) have fancied, the Rainbov 
drew up Water from the Sea or Rivers, and poured it down again in 
^Showers of Rain : So Lucan : 

Arcus —^ ' ■ ■ 

Oceanam bibit, raptofque ad nub^la fludus 

Pertulit^ et ccelo defufum reddidit asquor. 

Of all the Books of the Thehald^ there is none more pleafing than 
the fourth. It may be divided into three Parts, each of which has its 
particular Beauties, and claims a diftinfl Share of Admiration. The 
firft Part, which comprehends an Account of the warlike PreparatioQ 
at Argos^ and a Defcription of the Troops and Commanders of the 
confederate Army, is wonderfully entertaining. The fecond Part, which 
conuins a Defcription of the whole Art of Necromancy, the Govern- 
ment and diiFerent Compartments of the infernal Regions, and a {iic- 
cinft Account of the moft celebrated Perfonages before the Theban War, 
is extremely inftrudtive. The third and laft PiOrt, which is the Intro* 
d^ion to an Epifode, contains a fine Piece of Machinery in the Di- 
ilrefs of the Allien, and is a Mixture of Inflrudion and Entertainment. 
In a Word, in whatever Light we contemplate it, we (hall find it one 
of the moil corre<^, diverfified and fpirited Books in the whole Poem. 

End of Book IV- 

THE 
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BOOK T»8 F J F T H 



The ARGUMENT. 



FTER the Confid&ates hadyefrejhed tbemfekes at the 
River Langia, Hypfipyle, at the Re^ueft ofAdrsS- 
tus, relates her Misfortunes ^ and in particular^ defcribeS 
tbr famous Majfacre of the Maksy the Deliverani:e ^of her 
Father^ the Arrival and Amours of the Argonauts at Lein-». 
a>S9 Mdlkr Ahdication of the Givemnumtl Jntbe mhn 
Tim^ ArchemoruSy wbomjbe bad left bebindj isjlain hj 
a Serpent dedicated to Jupiter. Hypfipyle» alarmed with 
tbe Screams of the dying Infant^ leaves tbe Armj^ and is 
followed ty Parthenopaeus, wbom Adraftus bad fent to 
Jtnow tbe Caufe of ber Departure. As^oon as tbeAlHes 
are ac^ainted witb wbat bad happened^ ibey Marcb with 
Parthcnopaeus to defiroy tbe Serpent. Hippomedon makes 
M unfuccefsful Attempt witb a huge Stone^ and Capaneus 
kills tbe Monfier with his Spear. Jupiter, enraged at this, 
fcarcely refrains from punijhing the Hero with a Thunder- 
bolt y andj as a Token of his Difpleafure^ darts down a Flafo 
of Lightnings which falls upon his Helmet. Hypfipyle 
makes a Lamentation over the Infanfs Body. Lycur- 
gus makes an Attempt tojlay her, but is withheld by Ty- 
deus. This occajions a Rioty which is however quelled by 
tbe Interpq/ition of Amphiaraus, whoperfuades tbe Army 
to do funeral Howfurs to Archemorus in an Oration^ 
which concludes this Book. 
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BOOK THE FIFTH. 

■ ' I p ■! I T IT nu ll II I ' I f Mi— ih— ifc I |- III I fc— ^lwfciiMafcBilHi^JiiMMi^ 

THl&IR Thirft aUay^d* and fervent Heat of Bloody 
The joyful Legions quit the fhaliower Flood* 
Recruited with the Draught, the gen'rous Steed 
V/ith louder Neighings feeks the verdant Mcadi 
A3 now returning Health difpera'd the Pain, |J 

And lufty Vigour ftrung their Nerves again 3 ' 

Th' exulting Troops with fiercer Ardor glow j 
^nd threat and vow Deftrudion to the Foe 5 
As if fome hidden Virtue in the Stream 
Renewed their Courage and extinguiih'd Flame* X^l 
Again the Warriors, gathering from afar, 
Move into Ranks, and wear the Form of War j 
Again each Chief his fcatter'd Forces joins. 
Gleams in the Front, and forms the, deepening Lines. 
As Light'nings iflue from a fable Cloudy 15 

Such from their Arms the bright Effulgence f!ow'd« 
Thus, Spring returning, from the fultry Coaft 
Of Nikf the Cranes, a thick-embodied Hoft, 

V. 17. nusi Spring^returning] This Compaiifon feems to harlt 
been a Favourite among the Poets. H$mtr firil adopted it« 

V L. I. P A9if(Uh 
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Expand their Wings, and with hoarfc Clangors fly 

To milder Climes, and a more temp'ratc Sky. 20 ' 

Their lengthening Squadrons fhade the Plain below, 

lyOud and more loud the piercing Clangors grow ; 

Till to fome running Stream they bend their Way, ' ^ 

Or balk beneath the Sun's defcending Ray. 

Amidft his circling Peers Adrafiia ftood 2^ 

Beneath an Alh, the Glory of the Wood ; 

And, on the ^heban Hero's Lance reclin'd. 

Thus to the Lemnian Queen re^eal'd his Mind. 

Whoe'er thou art, to whom tbefe Squadrons owe 

Their Lives, O ! make us Partners of thy Wocw 3* 

Honours like thefe th' imperial Lord of Air, 

And all th' etherial Hoit might wiih to ihare : 

Fain would we learn, what happy Spot of Earth 

Can boaft your Refidence and whence your Birth ! 

Tho* Fortune frowns, impartial Heav'n exerts 35 

Her Arm of Succour, and your Caufe aflTerts t 

fcid in that Air, and Dignity we trace 

The Rank and hidden Glories of your Race. 

The Princefs bends awhile on Earth her Eyes, 

And her Relation ufliers in with Sighs. 40 

Firgr I borrowed it from hint. 

Qualcs Tub nubibus atris 
Strymoniai dant iigna grues, ataue xthera tranaiu . ■ 

Cum ibnitu» fugiuntque notos clamore fecundo, 

TryfbhJorms has imitated it likafvife. 

OTen y a^rffior» /»fri|Xt;^«( ttK^tivcTa 

TuoTfotQti »f97Vi^¥ civix^i» KiKhnyy^ton, Dcf, of TrOy, y, 343 

The 



I 



The odious Talk, O Monarch, you impofe,^ 

Renews alas ! unutterable Woes t 

Say, confcioUs Lemnds^ hoW (hall t relate 

Thy Scenes of Carriage aftd thy Deeds of Hite? 

^gain the daring Crinie appears in Sights j^S 

And all the Horfors of the fatal Night* 

Thrice haplefs they, whofe Bt-eafts the Fufies fir*d^ 

^lui in whofe Hearts this impious Rage inlpir'd ! 

•Twas I, ' and I alofle, Who durft conceal 

My Sire, devoted to the rUthlefs StecL ggj 

Let not my fimplc Weeds ahd fordid Vefi 

Perfuade you to defpife your friendly Gueft» 

But why do I divert withthefe Delays 

The Cares of War, and military Praife ? 

KnowtheA, {vom TboaSy great in Arms, Ilpriftg, 5^ 

Tho* flying from the Chains 5f jVl?;»^^*s King, 

The beauteous Mourner rifes in Efteem, 

Jtlcr Talentb equal to the Labour feem^ 

An wifti to know the Sequel of her Woes^ 

3ut chief Adrafius urg*d her to difclofe* 5^1 

While thefe our Troops unite their common Aid 

To force a Paflage thro* yon gloomy Shade, 

V. 41. The odUus Tafi] The Length of this Narration 1$ abun- 
dantly compenfated for by the Beauties of it. The Poet feems to 
ivow his Intention of imitating f7i^/ in hii fecond fiook^ by nih^i 
ibg it in with almoft the fame Terms, ' 

— Ifflmania rulnerai rtHtoti 
Integrare jubes 

V» 61. fFJbile thefe 9ur TrMp$\ It foretimes happens (favs L$ngi^ 
nus) that a Writer, in fpeaking of iomt I^eribn, au on a fmlden puts 
himfelf in that other's Place, and ads his Partj a Figure which 
marks the Impetuoiity and Huny of the Paffions. The Poet flops his 
Narration, forgets his own Peifon, and inflantljr, without ^ny Ko<^ 
tice, introduces the Perfon fpeaking. By this fiidden Traniitica 
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Nor does the Talk require a little Force, ' 

(So thick the Buihes that obftruft their Courfe) 

Each Cirwipftance of Woe relate anew, " 65 

And from the Caufe the dire EfFcfl: purfue : 

"What followed your Averfion to the Crime, 

And NN-Jvy-iccludcd from your native Clime. 

*Tis plcaiant to review the Scenes of Grief, 

And to divulge our Woes a Ihort Relief. ycf 

Jle paus'd : the captive Princefs thus replies : 

Encircled by the Deep fair Lemnos lies 4 

Here weary. Vulcan waftes his leifure Hours, 

And rccoUe^s in Sleep bis fcattcr'd PowVs» 

The Cloud-capt Atbas from his lengthening Steep 75 

O'frlooks our Ifle ; his Groves o'erfhadc the Deep. 

£ach fronting Traft of Land the Tbracian plows. 

The ^hracian^ fatal to each L^;»»/^?» Spoufe. 

Once great in Arms and ufeful Arts itihone. 

Fertile in Chiefs of Valour and Renown : ^g| 

Tlif^Delojy or the 5«»/tf» Ifle could claim 

A greater Share of Riclies and of Fame ; 

Till Heav'n to punifb our Offence decreed. 

Nor were wc wanting to promote the Deed : 



Ike prevent) .the Reader, and the Tranfition is made before the Poet 
himfelf feems fenfiblc he had made it. The true and proper Place 
for this Figure is when the Time preiTes, and the Occaiion will 
iK>t admit of any 'Delay: It is elegant then to pafs from one Pcrfon 
to another, as in that of Hecat^eus, 
. •« The Herald, extren^ely difcontented at the Orders he had re- 

•* ceived, gave Command to the Heraclida to withdraw, It i* 

** no Way in my Power to help you ; if, therefore, you would not 
•• entirely perifli, and if you would not involve me too in yogr 
f * Ruin, depart and feck a Retreat among fome other People." 

Treati/t on the Sublimt, Cap. }. 
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No Ten)ples to the Queen of Love were raised, 8^ 

Nor Incenfe on the facred Altars blaz'd. 

JThus fometimes Anger (lings a heavenly Mind, 

And Vengeance fure, tho' tardy, creeps behind. 

From Paphosj where a, hundred Altars fmoke, 

And:love-fick Votaries her Aid invoke, go 

Carelefs of Drefs and Ornartldnr Ihe moves, 

Ai)d leaves beliind her Ceftu^ and her Doves. 

The Moon had meafur'd half the ftarry Frame, 

When the fierce Goddefs with the Furies came : 

Fat" other Flames,, than thofe of Love (he bears, . 95 

And high in Air the Torch of Difcord rears. 

^0(fn as the Ficnd-cngendred Serpents roam, 

biffufing Terrors o'er each wrangling Dome, 

The Loves, or willing, orvCompell*d by Force, 

From guilty Lemnos bend their ^iry Courfe ; 100 

LemnoSj which dearer to herXonfort (lands 

3/liian all the Cities rear'd by mortal Hands. 

r. 92. Her Cefiuj] The Ceflus or magic Girdle of Fefiui is thus dci* 
fcribed by Hvmer. 

— — — "Eir^flt ^i 0? Si^Ti»pi« vttinet rtn/xro. 

There is a fmgular Propriety in making this Goddefs thc^Aiithorefs 
of thcfe Difturbanccs : the Machine is allc^rical, and implies, that 
the Lemnian Matrons were excited to fuch a Degree of Luft, as to 
maiTacre their Hufbahds for their natural Impeteney, or afiedled 
Continence. 

V. 10 1. Lemnos'] The Reafon why Vulcan is faid to refide at Lem- 
. «w, was, becaufe that Ifland abounds with' fubterraneous Veins of 
Fixe» He fell there from Heaven, as he himfelf fays* 

Kaarwio-oi' sv Arp«.— — — Horn, Iliad. B. i.* 
Where Philofophcrs fay, that Element has its proper Place. Here 
it was, that he contrived the famous Chain, which poflibly might 
prej adlce his Confort againft the Lemniam. 

•-..•/ ^ 3 Ufg*d 
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Urgfd by no Caufe, the fuUcn Bridegroom fled ' (^ 

From blooming Beauty, and the genial Bed } 

No more he pays the pleafing Debt of Love, 105 

When confcious Cjntbia rules the Realms above : ; 

Nor Sleep furprizes with unnotic'd Pace 

The clafping Pair, and flrengthens their Embrace : 

But Rage and Date in every Breaft arife» 

And with hb Torch inverted Hymen flies. no ' 

The Men (a Plea for Abifcnce) oft complain 

Of ^bracian Infults, apd demand the Plain : ' 

And tho* from Camp their Eyes with Eafe command 

Their native City, and the Lenmian Strand, 

.Tho' Nature, oftreccnlin^ chides their Stay, 115 

And their fad Children beckon them away ; 

Stretch'd on the B^ks, the^ rather wifh to bear 

.The wintry Storm» th* Inclemencies of Air, 

And lillen to the hoarfe-refounding Roar 

Of nightly Surges, breaking on the Shore. 12O 

Our Sex in fecial Converfe feek Relief, 

And point to TbracCy the Objcdt of their Grief; 

From Morn to Night the Stream of Sorrow flows. 

And S$l but fcts to rife upon their Woes, 

How ble(t was I, a Stranger then to Love, izs 

And all the Pangs, which widow'd Matrons prove. 

Now thro' the Zenith flaming Sol had driv'n 

His panting Steeds, and gained the middle Heav^nt, 

When, tho* no gathering Cloqd^ the Pay controul 

Thro' Skies ferene portentous Thunders roll •, 130 

V. 12^. mtH ihc* n9gaib^ring Clouds] This was looked open hf 
ihe Ancients as very ominous : Hence Lmcan enamerating toe jPrt* 
digies previous to the C|vil War between dt/ar and fomfej^ iays, 

Ta^tnm fine nu^bos aliis 
FntoWt ■ M fharf. Lit. u: 

Mi 



ff 
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''he Caverns of the fmoky God difplay 
""hick-fteaming Flames, and choak. the Face of Day : 
?ho* mute each Blaft, the rough JEgean roars, 
fiAnd heavy Surges lalh the plaintive Shores ; 
Then grave Polyxo thro' the City roves, 135 

And mourns her widow*d Bed and flighted Loves* 
Mad as the Tbracian Bacchanal appears. 
When from afar the vocal Pipe flie hears, 
Evoe fhe cries, and fhakes the folid Ground,' 
"While ecchoing Mountams anfwer to the Sound. 140. 
Flufh'd are her Cheeks, and haggard roll her Eyes» 
She rends the defart Town with frantic Cries, 
And, while the Gates refound beneath her Strokes, 
To join in Aid th* affcmbling Dames invokes. 



And Horace mentions it as a Warning feot from Hcaven« to d^tcr 
Kim from continuing his former irreligious Courfe of Life. 

► — Diefpitcr 

Igni eoni&o ntibila dividens, 
Plerumque per purum fonantes 
Egitequos, volvcremque curram. LiB, i. Ode ^^^, 

v. 137. Mad as the Thracian Bacchanal^ Virgil has made Choice 
«f the fame Comparifen to cxprefs the Rage and Madnefs o£ Dido^ 
when JEneas was going to forfake her. 

Saevit inope animi, totamque incenia |>er nrbcm 
BacdMitur : qtialis commptis excita ^iacris 
Thyas, ubi audito ftimulant trieterica Baccho 
Orgia, noAumusqae vocat clamore Cithaeron. 

^neid Lib, 4. V. 500. 
And Tryphidorus likcwife. 

OvK* Srot Gpiiioraat m ^pvft^Kri ywaVxx 
*'Hri v/«^ rv^BiTa» wufwftp of^fAx Tiramty 

What he mentions of the BaechanaPs being roufed to Fury by the 
Kpc, is confirmed by Jpuleiiu. E<uatttes exHiunt lucitante tiiid ijm^ 
fhatitum trifudiMmm Met am* Lib, 8. 

O 4 Four 
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Four death-dcvotcd Babes, (fad Scene o^ Grief;) 145 

Hung at her Side, and fought to give Relief. 

Swift as our Leader, to Mnerva's Fane 

We bend our Courfe, a wild diforder'd Train. 

Silence enjoin*d, with Confidence arofe 

The daring Authorefs of all our Woes ; i£*o 

Her better Hand a naked Dagger prefs'd. 

And thus her Speech the wrathful Fair addrels'd. 

Yc Lemnian Dames, diffolv'd in barren Eafe, 

If Venus yet retains the PowV to plcafe ; 

If empty Marriage-Forms ye difapprove, 155 

And hate the Name without the Joys of Love ; 

Hear and attend : when Fortune points the Way, 

And Heaven infpires, 'tis impious to delay : 

To Vengeance rife j nor let your Sex be known 

By Want of Courage, but by Form alone, i^f$ 

Yet Uymeri^ Privilege we nfiay regain. 

And Love and genial Joys revive again, 

Would each the Toil with juft Divifion (bare. 

And join her private with the public Care. 

Three Years have paft, fince each deferted Bride j6ij 

Has loft the fuUen Partner of her Side : 

No more each Debt of Love and Duty's paid, - 

>(o more Lucina yields her timely Aid. 

Prompted by Nature, and by Love inclined. 

The Filhes, Birds, and Beafts increafe their Kind. 170 

Stern Danaus his Progeny could roufe 

To Vengeance for the Breach of Marriage- Vows, 

And, unreftrain'd with Fears, difmifs the Foe, 

In Dreams of Terror, to the Shades below : 

But wc, a worthlefs, fervile, heartlefs Train, 175 

H^d rather brook tyrannic Hymen\ Chain^ 

s Yet 
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Yet fliould thefe old Examples fail to move 

You r j uft Revenge of alienated Love i 

Copy the Thracian Dame, who durft explore; 

Her Spoufe*s Heart, and drink the rulhing Gdrc. i8o 

Each Doubt, and each Objeftion to remove^ 

Myfelf will firft the guilty Labour prove. 

Four Babes, the Boaft and Solace of their Sire, 

Shall firft beneath the ruthlefs Sword expire: 

Nor fhall their Blandifhments a Rcfpite gain» i8f 

But interpofing Nature plead in vain : 

While yet they breathe, the Author of their Birth 

Shall crown the Heap, and ftain the loaded Earth« 

What Heroine dares thus far in Guilt engage. 

And fecond my Defign with equarRage ? 196 

Mean while the Lemnian Fleet, in all the Pride 

Of fwelling Canvafs, cleaves the yielding Tide. 

This with pleased Eyes the fierce P{?^'X(7 View'd, 

And thus in Height of Joy her Theme purfu*d. 

When Fortune calls, what farther can detain, 1^5 

And fhall the Gods afford their Aid in vain. 

Our Foes advance, impell'd by adverfe Fate, 

To ftain the Sword; and glut in Death oJur Hate. 

Late flighted Venus in a Dream appeared, 

Atid o'er my Head a naked Falchion reared. . 200 

V. 1 8 1, Each Douht'l C^r/^r has Rccourfe to the fame ArgQinent«.i 
in Order to perfuade Jus Soldiers to cut down the iacred Grove of 
MaJHylia^ after he had give» the firft Stroke himfelf. 

Jam ne quis Veftrdm dubltet fubvertere fylvam 

Credite me fecifTe nefas. Lih, 3, V, 446, 

V. 199. Laie Jli^hted Ytnvii\ This Fi£lion is palpably borrowea 
from the fifth Book of f^irgiPs i£neid, where Iris, in the Form of 
,£(rce^i a Trojan Matron, advifcs her fuppofcd Companions to burn 

tne 
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Why waftc yc thus the Bloom of Youth ? ((he faid) 
Arife, arife, and purge, the Marriage Bed ^ 
On me alone for other Flames rely ; 
.Each vacant Bed will I myfelf fupply. 
The Goddeis fpoke» and on the Pillow faid 205 

This fame (believe me) this fame vengeful Blade, 
But linger on, when fair Occafion calls» 
And their Ships ride in Profped of our Walls : 
At ev'ry Stroke they raife the briny Foam, 
And bring, perhaps, their Tbracian Conforts home* 2 xO^ 
Her Words their Hearts with manly Rage infpire. 
And Iprcad from Bread to Brcaft the vengeful Fire. 
Not greater Shouts the Plains of Scyihia rtnd^ 
When the fierce Amazons to Fight defcend. 
When their ftern Patron fummons from afar a 1 5 

His Virgin-Troops, and frees th* imprifonM War, 
)<Jor Difcord, rifing from a various Choice» 
Difturbs their Councils with tumultuous Voice ; 
But equal was theil: Will» the fame their Hafte 
To defolate, and lay each ManHon wade, 229 

the Troj^m Fleet» by affirnung» that Cajan4rd had appeared to her 
for that Purpofe. 

Nam mihi Caflandrs per fmnnttm vads imago 

Ardentes dare vifa faces. Li^. 5. r. 6^6. 

V. iij. Not^eater Shouts] Our Author, probably, had the foj-» 
Jowing Simile of ^/i^7 in his Aye. 

Quales Threicias, cam flumioe Thermodond^ 
Pullant, Sc pidis bellantur Amazones armis : 
Seu circom Hippolyten, feu cum fe Mai:tia curm 
Pentheiilea referc; magnoque ululante tumultu, 
F«mix^a exultant lunatis agmina peltis. 

^neidrlik* lit Ftr/e6^g. 

To 
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To ftrike the Youth, and Sire with Age opprcft. 

To tear the wailing Infant from the Breaft, 

And fubjeft to their uncxccpting Rage 

Each Stage of Life, and each Degree of Age. 

There grew a Foreft near Minerva's Fane, 225 

Whofe gloomy Boughs obfcure the fubjed Plain, 

A fteepy Mount o'crhangs the nether Glade, 

And Sol is loft between the double Shade. , 

Here they repair, and at the Rites obfcene 

Atteft Bellona, and the Stygian Queen. a^p 

From Acheron their Courfe the Furies bend. 

And, uninvok'd, the Sacrifice attend. 

The Papbian Goddefs turns on ev*ry Side 

Her Steps unknown, and fires each youthful Bride. 

Spontaneous then fell Caropeia brought !Z 55 

Her Son (his Sex, alas, his only Fault) 

A Throng of armed Priefteflcs furrounds. 

The Vidim falls beneath unnumbered Wounds : 

The Life-Blood ifluing from a thoufand Strokes, . 

With horrid Imprecations each invokes : 246 

The recent 'shade from its dark Prifon fprings,. 

And h4unts the Mother with encircling Wings. 

Struck at the Sight, my Limbs with Horror fhook. 

The Blood at once my ghaftly Cheeks forfook. 

Thus fares the Hind, by rav'ning Wolves purfu*d, 245 

As firft flie feeks the Covert of the Wood ; 

V. 221. To ftrike the fwth] Lucan has defcribed a gcaeral Maf- 
facre in a jimilar Manixer. 

Non fenis e^tremum piguit vergentibus annis 

Prscipitafle diem: nee primo in limine vitae 

Infands miieii nafcentia rampere fata. 

Crimine quo paivi csedem potuere mercri. 
r, i-fS* ^knf/^ff tiff fffndl The principal Images which com- 



■^ 
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Much fhc diftrufts a fafe I^etrcat in Flight, 
But more her Strength dnd Fortune in the Fight* 
Now, now fhe feems to feel- her feizing Foes, 
And hears with Dread their Jaws eluded clofc. 250 
Mean while, their Anchors dropt, the Ships rcftorc 
The Lemnian Warriors to their native Shore : 
With Emulation on the Deck they (land. 
Contending, who (hould firft attain the Strand. 
Far happier ! had they prefs'd the "Thracian Plain, 255 
^ Or- funk beneath the Fury of the Main, 
The lofty Fanes arc hid in ambient Smoke, 
And votive Vidlims grace the fatal Stroke : 
But the black Flame and unfound Entrails prove 
Th* unfavVing Purpofe of the Gods above. 2^0 

Late and unwilling to his wacry Bed 
The Sun retired, and veiled his radiant Head, 

pofe this Comparifon, are taken from the following beantiftil one 
ofFirgil. 

Indttfum veluti fi quando in flumine nadus 
Cervum, aut punicex feptum formidine penn« 
Venator curfa canis 8e latratibas inftat ; 
lile autem» imfidiis & ripa territus alta» 
MilJe fugit refugitque vias : at vividus Umber 
* Haeret liians, jam jamqne tenet, fimilisque tenenti 
< Increpuit malisy morfuque eiufus iaani eH.' 
Tum vero exoritur clamor : ripseque, lacufque 
Refponfant circa, & coelum tonat omne tumultu. 

JEneid, Lib. 1 2. Fer, 749. 
T. 259. Unfound Jntrails'l There is a. certain Mark in the En- 
frails, which is called the God; and when this appears whole and en- 
tire, it betokens the Favour of the Gods. But if it is torn and 
maimed, it (hews their Difpleafure. LaBantius. 

V. 261. LaU and umwillin^ However faulty the' Heathen Poets 
have been in their Defcriptions of the Gods, they generally take 
Care to throw in fome Hints of their Abhorrence of Evil, and Un- 
wilUngnefs to prevent or delay at leaft the Perpetration of it," as far 
a^ is prafticable, without encroaching upon the Prerogative of Fate. 
Of this we have a remarkable Inftance Wore ue^ wh«re Jnpittr;- to 

teflify 
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DetainM by Jonse •, nor ever did the Day 

So long before furvive his fcttkig Ray. . . . -^ 

The Stars awhile withhefa their gleatnf Light, 265- 

^dficken'd to behold the fatal Night. . . 

While other Ifles enjoy their ufual Share . .1 

Of Light, and glitter With'the diftant Glare, 

O'er guilty Lemnos gathering Clouds arife, . 

And low-hung Vapours choak the labVing* Skies, a «#. 

Lemnos J in circling Darknefs loft, alone : . ; .' 

Was to the ibrrowing Mariner unknown. 

Now from the finifh'd Rites they bend their Way^ 

To drown in Wine the Labours of the Day ; 

And, while the fprightly Eflence of the Bowl 2f^ 

Glows in each Vein, and opens evVy Soul, 

With Rapture they recount their recent Toils, .* 

Their Viftories, and long-contefted Spoils. . 

Their Wives alike indulge the genial Hour, 

Studious to pleafe, and call forth Beauty's Pow*r ; .28ar 

Then Love's foft Queen f to crown the fhort Repaft, 

And bleft the Night of all their Jf ights the laft) 

Breath'd in each Huft)and's Breaft a fierce Defire \ 

Of am'rous Joys that quickly muft expire. , . 

'Twas dead of Night; the Matrons ceafe to fing, 285 

Dumb was each Voice, and mute the tuneful String j 

\ ■ 

teftify his Dcteftation of the Matron's Projeft, is feigned to defer; 
the Approach of Night, which was appointed for the Execution of 
it. Lucany at the Beginning of his feventh Book, fays, 

Segnior oceano, quam lex aeterna vocabat, 
Lu6lificus Titan nunquam magis aethera contra 
Egit equos, curramque polo rapiente retoriit : 
Defedufque pati \roluit, raptseque labores 
Lucis : & attraxit nubes, non pabula fiammisf 
Sed ne Theilalico puru^ luceret in orbe. 

-'■ , . When 
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When Sleep, Half-Brother of approaching Death, 

Steeped in foft Dews exhal'd from 5(>vr beneath, 

Saf^l undei[ Covert of the filent Hours, 

With lavilh Hand his opiate Juices pours, a^0 

But not on all: their Ardour to deftroy, 

And watchful Cares the female Part employ^ 

At length, no longer patient of Delay, 

l^ey ru(h impetuous on their helplefs Prey : 

And each (a Fury lodg'd within her Breaft,) 295 

Invades her Man, with downy Sleep oppreil. 

Thus ^cfibian Tigrelfcs the Herd furround. 

And leap amidd them with a furious Bound, 

^[Wxcn, prefs*d with Hunger, they defert the Wood, 

Or their fierce Whelps demand the promis'd Food. 306 

What A6t of Guilt, or whofe untimely Fate 

Amidft a Thoufand Ihall I firft relate ? 

O'er Helimusy with leafy Honours crown'd, 

Rafli Gorge ftands, and meditates a Wound. 

Gloy'd with the Banquet; he retired to Reft, 305 

And puflPd the fumy God from out his Breaft ; 

But Sleep forfook him, ere depriv'd of Breath, 

And ftarting at the cold Approach of Death, 



v. 297. Tlus Scythian Tignjes] I know not whethpr I need maktf 
an Apology to the Reader, for rendering the Word Le^t, Tigrefles, 
in&cad of LioneiTes, as the Deviation is fo fmall and yet fo necef- 
iuy. At leaft» I Ihould think the Roughnefs of the Vcrfe, which * 
,8 cloie Adherence to the Original in this Place would infallibly oc^ 
cafion, moreinexcufable, 

V. 30 X. Jil^at A^ tf Guilt^ There is a beautiful Interrogation cf 
this Sort in the £rft Volume of the Mu/a Anglicana. 

Se pandit ingens area. — feu liLens 
Equorque curruf.]ue Arviragiiequar, 
1^'eronianos feu furores 

Ulca, vocet fioadica Mufam \ 

He 



^ 
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He wakes, confounded at the ijudden View, 
And round her Neck his Arnnis in Tranfport threw, 3 id 
But mourns the focial Greeting ill repaid. 
As in his Cheftlie feels the driving Blade. 
Hot yet refenting of his Wound, he prcft 
Th' unworthy Objeft clofer to his Breaft, ^ 

And, ftruggling in the griping Arn^s of Deaths 3 15 
On Gorge dwells, and waftes his parting Breath. 
Dire as they w«re, I cannot now relate 
The Vulgar's countlefs Deaths and various Fate : 
Suffice it private Evils to difclofe. 
And meafure by my own another's Woes. 32a 

Cfitneus fell, a Warrior fair and bold. 
And youthful Cydon^ grac'd with Locks of Gold* 
With thefe, the Produft of an Alien's Bed, 
I pafs'd my early Days, together bred. 
Next Gyas bled, defign'd with me to prove, 325 

Had Heav'n prolong'd his Date, the Joy^goi^feovci " ^ 
Then fair jEpapeus met his Mother's Blade, 
As at the Feaft the wanton Stripling play'd. 
Lycafte of her Rage difarm'd, appears 
And Iheds o'er Cydimus d. Flood of Tears 5 330 

As (he beheld a Face of her own Mold, 
And Hair which fhe herfclf had trick'd with Gold,. 
Her Confort (lain, her Mother near her ftands, 
Impells with Threats, and arms her trembling Hands. 
As when the Lion, or the fpotted Pard, 335 

Long from, the Woods and Forefls arc debarr'dl^ 
With equal Pain and Labour is renew'd 
Their favage Nature, as at firft fubdu'd. 
The fair Lycafte thus refills in vain •, 
She ruihes on him^ as he pre&'d the Plaili» . 340 

Catchol 
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Catches the welling Blood, and to renew 

H& Wounds, by the loofeMair his Body drew. 

But as Alcimede I flrft Airvey'd, 

Her Sire's pale Vifage fix'd upon the Bkde, 

Fear fhrunk my Sinews, and congealed my Blood, 345. 

And on my Head my Hair crefted ftood. 

My Father's Image fill'd my pious Mind, 

Left equal Years might equal Fortune find. 

From thence in Hafte I feek the regal Seat ; 

Fear aids my Courfe, and wings my tardy Feet : 350 

My Sire I found perplexed with Doubts and Fears, 

f For now the Shouts ^nd Groans awak'd his Ear/, 

And broke his Slumbers, tho* the Palace ftood 

Sequeftcr*d, and incompafs*d with a Wood) 

The Motives of my Flight I foon difclofe, 355 

And all the Series of preceding Woes: 

* Arife, arife, or you for ever fall; 

' Our female Foes approach the regal Hall: 

* Nor on our utmoft Speed I much rely ; 

* The Shaft may yet arreft us as we fly.* 360 

* ▼• 343. But as Alchnede] This Circumllance, with many others 
in this Narration, is taken from the fecond Book oiFirgiPs iEncid, • 
where jEneasy after having jult related the Manner of Priam's 
Death, fays, 

Ac mctam prim^m fsevus circumftetit horror; 

Obftupui : iubiic chari genitoris innagOy 

Ut regem asquaevum cfudeli vulnere vidi 

Vitam exhalantem : Ver, 5^59. 

V. 35 1 > My Sire I found] Firgilhzs a iiinilar PafTageinthe ieconi 
ifineid, Verie 298. 

Diverfo interpa mifcentar. maenia lu6lu : 
£t magis atque magis (quanquam fecreta parentis 
Anchifae domus, arboribusque obtedla receffit) 
Clareicunc fonitus, atque armorum ingruit horror. 

Struck 
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Struck at the News, the -hoaiy £ing arofe, 

And left ihit Siknt Manfion of Repofe. 

Thro' the fc^ft peopled Part$ a¥c fpeed pur Way, 

And, in a -fable Cloud ^blcur'd, {Mvvey 

The Pafiages and Stpeec^ arettnd difp^ead y&g 

With Streams of Blood and Mountains of the Dead* 

Here Blades jialf-buried m *he recent Wound, 

And fhiver'd 4Lances 4patlcling on the Ground : 

Th^rc tatter'd^Rojbes difcolour*d by the Sword, 

And Heads yt^ bleeding on ^he genial fioard. ffOi 

There Bowk and Tables, floating in a Tide 

Of Slaughter, mc with Grief and Horror eyM. 

Arid Warriors, vomiting a crknfoB Flood 

Ffom their torn Throats, of Wine and ntingled Blood. 

Here dy'd the lufly Youth in manly Bloom, 375 

There aged Sires that (har^d an equal Doom ; 

There Ikibes, whofe Infant-Tongues Scarce yet began 

To form ki'breken Sounds the Speech of Man. 

Suoh Scenes of Carnage and Debauch fuccced 

Theffiilian Feafts -on <^'s -Summit fpread, ^9o 

When Bacchus 'Ytt'eit& the Cloud-born Centaurs ©rains, 

And fires the Blood that revels in their Veins ; 

«WithGaWdtsfirft, then Weapons they engage. 

And mutual Deaths arife fW)m mutual Rage. 

While, favoured by the Gloom, we urge our Flight, 385 

Propiuoiis Sadchus ftood reveal'd to Sight, 

' y. 379. Sticb Scenes tfCnmagel For an Account of the 'Fighf be- 
tween Cne Lapithit and Ceniaurst fee 9<oid*h Metdmorfbo/etf Book 12# 

V. 385. WbiUrfa'vour'dbj the Gloom] ^lurtiius h^ obfcrved that 
this Introdu£lion of ^«rr^v isAJi Jmitauon,of ./7r^;7, ,who defcribcs 
I^ifius Appearing tfi^mfis ia the ipUowing Manner : 

•— » Mihi'fiMkon ante ^oculos laia daca vidciidia 
^^ouh P Obtulit 
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His Courfe from Heav'n to yield us Aid he ^^ed» 

And lambent Glories danced around his Head. 

Full well diftinguifh'd, tho' no Chaplets bound 

His ruddy Brows, nor Wreaths of Vine-Leaves crown'd: 

A briny Torrent flows adown his Cheeks, 391 

And thus the mournful God his Son befpeaks« 

While Lemnos fhone, defended by the Fates, 

In Peace at Home, rever'd by foreign States, 

No Care was wantbg on my Part to fpced 395 

Each Enterprife, and make their Toils fucceed. 

Our prefent Woes the Deftinies ordain. 

And Gods implore, and Men reflft in vain. 

With Tears and Blandifhmepts I fought to move 

The Sire of Heav'n and thwart the Queen of Love ; 400 

But at her Suit the partial Thund'rer nods, 

Rejefts our Prayers, nor heeds the fuppliant Gods*. , 

Hafte, hafte away: 'ds thine, O Nymph to fhare 

A Parent's Lot, and make his Life thy Care | 

Convey him hence thro' yon defcrtcd Gate, 405 

And feize the fair Occaflon, e'er jCoo late i 

In t'other Fenus^ girt in Armour, flands. 

And animates to Fight her female Bands» 

Whence this new Third of Blood, this vengeful Flame, 

That fires the Bofom of fo foft a Dame i 410 

Obtnlity k purl per noftem in luct refiilfit 

Alma parens, confefla Deam^; S* t. K 589« 

V. 401. But at ber Suit] This Nod of Ji^iter was fo facred, that 
whatever Promife obtained the Sandion ot it, was cAeenud invio* 
lable, as Hcmer informs us in the following Verfes: 

£1 }t uytf roi «s^aXii «arovf vVofMiiy o^^» viwmKs^a 
TtfTo 7«f i{ fffcfOw y fAir adm«Toi0'i fAiyirit» 

Oi^ irthivrvTop y S, ti «i» »ifmhn ua7tinw¥% 
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Do you your Father to the Deep attend \ 

The Talk be mine his Paflage to befriend ; 

Thisfaid, he foon diffolves.in Air again. 

And while bl^ck Shades conceal from us the Train 

Of watchful Females, darts a flaming Ray 415 

That Ihone ^ Guide, and pointed out the Way* 

With Speed the God*s Dirpdions we purfge. 

And fpoA in Part the ready VeflTel view 5 ^ 

My Sireembark'd, to Neptune's watchful Care, 

And /^o/us^ I oft command with trayV. .42a 

Nq Bound th* alternate Stream of Sorrow knows, 

*TillJbeamy P^(?^i?^, rifingon pur Woes, 

Gave Warning of Aurora\ hall'ning Car, 

And deep in Ocean funk each paler Star. 

Unwilling then the Vefl^l J forfqpk, 4*3 

Aod pft^n backward caft 4 wifljful Jl.ook ; 

'Till now th? lopg-expefted Gales artfe. 

And fnafcb th^ leiVning Objcfl. from my Eyes.' 

At length the Morn, the Bluihing Morn arofe, 

Whofe Beams the Horrors of the Night difcjofe, 43Q 

Black interpoling Clouds arife between, 

And from Yfix Sight exp}ude ^e loa^hfonip Sc$n9^ 

Their A&ions now exposed in open Day, 

Thetremblin|^Mai:rons curfe the {re^h^rous Ray 1 

V. 415. 4fi^*H ^°fi "^^ <?lfctimftapcc feca^» boi^iDwed frop 
Firgilf who introduces Jupiter affifting J^neas to make lu^ £>ffdp^ ^ 
^e tbjilowing Lines ;.. 

StdUa fiitoem ducens multa cum luce cucorrit, 

Illam fununa fuper labentem cnlmioa vtdc^ 
* . •.Cernimusldxa claram fecondere fylva, 

Signantemque vias ; turn loBgo limite fulcus 

P/it lucein« U late circam loca folphaie famant. 

? »/ Ea? h 
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Each would her Shatt of Guilt whh Joy diiclaim, 435 
And, blufhing meets the Partner of her Shante^ 
They burn theAodies^ or tnhume with Speed, 
And h&pt in Vain to veil the glaring Deed^ 
But when the Of{^rxMGoddefs^ doy'd with Oore^ 
And her fell Co-aids left the ca{>tiye Shore, 440 

The Wretohes, ftung with fliarp Refiedioni tear 
Their Locks, and weep involved in deep Defpair. 
An Ifland, late enrich'd with Thracian Spoils, 
f^m'd for its Pfoduce, Wealth, ^uid martial Toils, 
Bewails ihe rav«hM Glory of her Coaft, 445 

Her Infants, Senate, and vi£!orious Hoft« 
Nor does ftie :tihis hreparable Woe 
To Shipwreck, War, or wafting Sicknefs owe ; , 
But her own Hands, the Tools of envioiB Fate, 
Wrought thedireMifcliief^ whichlhe mourns too laie.459 
No more her vigorous Scww exert their Toil 
To plow the Deeps, or break the ftubbom Soil. 
O'er the whole Town unwonted Silence reigns^ 
And clotted Blood each widow'd Manfion ftains. 
Stern Phantoms, riling from the Shades beneath, 45^; 
The Sounds of Vengeance in low Whilpers breathe. 

V. 431}. Buty *wkin the Cypma Godde/s] Viom the piefait Paffiigc 
we may Tee to what a Degree the fmalleft Circamilance is aggrao- 
dized and heightened in the Hands of a great Poet. The Senfe of 
die AUegbiy is dbvioufly diis : when their Raj;e and Paffion had 
fnbfided, and -gave Race to cooler ^aA giore matuie Refeiftion.-^ 
This PodbnificatioA of the Affections was introdiieed Ml into <mrtm 
by the Egyftians^ and tranilated thence to Italy ^ FtJtrhi Flaccus^ 
who has ilighdy touched on thit Sabje^ in hit Argmtrntics^ fays, 
they were infatuated to fuch a Degvce^ as to iet their own Hoafes 01» 
Fire. - 

»......-• Diraii alie4kd fiifttgia tmfait 

Inficiantf addantque domo^. ' 
The latter Part of this Remark belong to Bmnbiut. 

Withi^f 
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Within the inner Court ia Hafte I.raife 

A fylvan Pile, to feed the fuo*raI Blaze ; . 

On this the Scepter, Arms and Robes» that graced ' 

The Lemnian Monarch, are in Order plac'd, 460 

With Looks dejeded, near the Pile I fbuul, 

A bloody Dagger arms my better Hand. 

My fcatter'd Hair in wild Diforder flows. 

My Habit fuch as fuited with my Woes. 

Nor Tears, the Token of a wounded Heart, ' 465 

Were wanting to compleat the Mourner^s Part. 

To prove their Approbation of the Deed, 

The Lemnian Scepter is to me decreed. 

(So much my flowing Tear(^and ready Tale 

Did o'er each Female's eafjr Faith preyail) 47^ 

What could I do, thus preis'd by their Demands, 

Oft I confcfs*d my undeferving Hands 

Before the Gods— — Conftrain'd at length tV>bey, 

I, take the Crown and mutilated Sway, 

From hence a Load of watchful Cares arofe, 47^ 

And anxious Thoughts, impatient of Repofe, 

V. 459. On this th€ Sciffer] That this was an eftabliiked Coftom 
apiong the ancient Heathens, may be inferred from the following 
Verfes of Firgii, where Dido is introduced giving her laft Commands 
|o her Sifter. 

Tu fecreta pyram tedlo inferiore fub auras^ , 
Erige, & arma viri, thalamo qoup fixa retiquit 
Dextra fer^s, ■ -^«. Ui* f? 

fhih3etes likev^'ife in the Hercules Oeteus of Sen^t» fays, 
)ii^ nodus, inqait, nulla quem i^piet manut, 
Mecum per igoeiii flagrat, hoc telum Hercolem 
Tantnm fequatar* Hoc qooque acciperes^ ait, 
§i feire pofles, Adjuvet Domini rogum. 
Turn rigida fecum ipoiia ^emfeim^i 
^rf|»fa ^cit. ■ dS i* V»* |fi6p. 

P 3 fo}jxf% 
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Each would her Sk^Xt of Guilt whh Joy diiclaim^ 435 
Ahd, blufhing meets the Partner of her Shatue^ 
They burn theAodies^ or inhume with Speed, 
And h&pt in tain to veil the glaring Deed^ 
But when the QfpriMnKii)ddcfs^ doy'd with Oore^ 
And her fell Co-aids left the ca{>tiye Shore, 440 

The Wretohes, Aung with fliarp Refiedioni tear 
Their Locks, and weep involved iit deep Defpair. 
An Ifland, k'te enrich'd with Thracian Spoils, 
Rim*d for its Pfoduce, Wealth, and martial Toils, 
Bewails ihe rav«hM Glory of her Coaft, 445 

Her Infants, Senate, and vi£!orious Hoft« 
Nor does ftie rtihis irreparable Woe 
To Shipwreck, War, or wafting Sicknefs owe ; , 
But her own Hands, the Tools of envioiB Fate, 
Wrought thedireMifciiief^ whichlhe mourns too laie.459 
No more her vigorous Scww exert their Toil 
To plow the Deeps, or break the ftubborn SoiL 
O'er the whole Town unwonted Silence reigns, 
And clotted Blood each widow'd Manfion ftains. 
Stern Phantoms, rifing from the Shades beneath, 45^^ 
The Sounds of Vengeance in low Whilpers breathe. 

V. 431}* BiUy ivben the Cyprian G$iiile/s\ If^iom the prefait Paffiigc 
we may Tee to what a Degree the fmalleft Circomflance is aggran- 
dized and heightened in the Hands of a great Poet. The Senfe of 
die AUegbiy is dbvioufly diis : when their Rage and Paffion had 
fubfided, and -gave Race to cooler and giore matuie Refeiftion.-^ 
This Podbnificatioft of the Affections was introdiieed firft into {mnm 
by the Egyftians^ and tranilated thence to Italy. FmUrhi FLtcaut 
who has ilighdy touched on thit Sabje^ in hit Argaiumiict^ fays, 
they were infatuated to fuch a Degne^ as to iet their own Hoafes 01» 
Fire. . 

»-— — — Din» alie4kd fiifttgia tmbt 
•Ii^ickintf addantque domoj. ' 
The latter Part of this Remark beloi^ to Bm-thim. 

yfvA&tk 
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Within the inner Court ia Hafte Iraife 

A fylvan Pile, to feed the fuoVa} Blaze ; 

On this the Scepter, Arms and Robes» that graced ' 

The Lemnian Monarch, are in Order plac'd, 45Q 

With Looks dejefted, near the Pile I ftand, 

A bloody Dagger arms my better Hand. 

My fcatter^d Hair in wild Diforder flows. 

My Habit fuch as fuited with my Woes. 

Nor Tears, the Token of a wounded Heart, 465 

Were wanting to compleat the Mourner^s Part. 

To prove their Approbation of the Deed, 

The Lemnian Scepter is to me decreed. 

(So much my flowing Tears and ready Tale 

Did o'er each Female's eafjr Faith prevail) 47^ 

What could I do, thus preis'd by their Demands, 

Oft I confcfs'd my undeferving Hands 

Before the Gods— — Conftrain'd at length tV>bey, 

I. take the Crown and mutilated Sway, 

From hence a Load of watchful Cares arofe, 47^ 

And anxious Thoughts, impatient of Repofe, 

V. 459. On this the Sciffir] That this was an eftabliiked Coftom 
apiong the ancient Heathens» may be inferred from the following 
Verfes of Firgii, where Dido is introduced giving her laft Copimapd» 
|o her Sifter. 

Tu fecreta pyram tedlo inferiore fub auras^ . 

Erige, & arma viri, thalamo qoup fixa rcliquit 

Dextra fer^Sf ■ -^«. Ui* ^ 

fhihSetes likew'ife in the Hercules Oeteus of Senftet fays, 
|ii^ nodus, inqait» nulla ^uem i^piet manut, 
Mecum per igoeiii flagrat, hoc telum Hercolem 
Tantnm feqaatur. Hoc qooque acciperes^ ait, 
$i feire pofles, Adjuvet Domini rogum. 
Turn rigida fecnm ipoiia ^emfeimali 
Arf|»fa ^cit. ■ M }• fir. |66p. 

P 3 Po^9S^% 
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Pofyxo*s Guilt in Vi0od5 ftands renew*d. 

And Lemhian Horrors in our Slumbers brood % 

Till Alurs to their angry Shades we rear, 

Ahd by their A(hes with Devotion fwear, 480 

Thus when the Savage Monarch of the Wood, 

Impeird with Anger^ or Defirc of Food, 

Has torn fome lordly Bull, who long had led 

The fubjed Cattle, Ruler of the Mead, 

The hcadlefs Herd in ftragg'lihg Parties roves, 485 

Unmindful of their Pafture or their Loves ) 

Huih'd are the Fields^ the Rivers ceafe to roir^ 

And the mute Herds their common Lofs deplore* 

But lo ! the /Irgo^ loaded with a Train 

Of Heroes, cleaves th' inviolated Main : 45K) 

From fbejfaly the daring Warriors came, 

Embolden'd by the glorious Luft of Fame* 

V. 481. Thus when thi Savage] Thofe who always expefl in Sta* 
tit^ th'jfe minute Refeniblanccs in every Bl-anch of k Coinp^r^fon^ 
Which are the Pi^de of fnodern Bimilies, will frequently find them^ 
felves (iifappointed in the Courfe of ihis Work. He feems fo fe- 
cure of the main Likenefs, that he makes no Scruple of neglcding 
the fipall Circumftances in fuch a Manner as to leave the Reader to 
fupply them himfelf, and feems more defiroUs of presenting the 
Mind with a great Image, than hxing it down to an exad oncu 
The Writers of the prefent Age aft in a quite diiFerent, though left 
judicious Manner, and dillradl and coniound the Reader with a 
Multiplicity of Imagesi as the ingenious Authors of the Monthly 
Re*view have rightly pbferved. Their Poems are hot unlike the 
^ Dutch Pieces of Painting, where the Figures are {o thick, that they 
' arc loll and confounded in each other. This Simile,, however, is 
applicable in every Particular | the headlefs Herd smfwers to the 
People of Lemnos^ the Silence of the Fields, Rivers, 4s^f. to that of 
the Towni and the flaughtered Bull to the Men ma^acred by the 
Wooeo. 

V. 490. Of Heroes] They were fent by Pelias King of Thjaly^ to 
letch the Golden Fleece from Colchis. The Reader may find their 
Voyage and A4ventures defcribed at large in Vakrius fietccus and 
/Ifollonius» who h^vc both written » large Poem on this Subjeft only* 

Ott 
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On either Side the hoaiy Billows rife. 

And work their foamy Fury to the Skies, 

Likefome huge Mountain, white with ancientSnows, 495 

Or floating Ifle, the lofty VeflTel (hows. 

Soon as the laboring Oars enjoin'd to ceaie. 

The hoarfe-refounding Deep was hulh'd in Peace, 

From out the middle Ship a Voice arofe, 

(The middle Ship the liifnlng Waves inclofe.) 500 

Far fofter than the Swan expiring fings. 

Or Phabus^ when he ftrikes the tuneful Strings. 

*Tvras Orpheus^ taught by his celeftial Sire, 

To fing in fweet Conjundion with the Lyre. 

The fprightly Mufic of his varied Lay 505 

Drives ev*ry Senfe but Hearing far away $ , 

And all, attentive to his pleafing Strains, 

Forget the paft, nor feel the prefent Pains. 

To fartheft Scytbia were th* Adventurers bound. 

And where the Straits of Bofpberus refound. 5 1 Qi 

The Crew miftaken for a Tbracian Band, 

In ftraggling Troops we quit the dully Strand; 

Like Flocks of Birds, or Oxen, when difmay*d. 

They hear the Lion in the ruftling Shade. 

V. 503. T^was Orpheus] The Hifiory of Orpheus is too well 
known to need an explanatory Note. It will be fuffident to obferve». 
that he was a Tbracian by Birth» the Son of Jpello and Calliofe^ and 
murdered by the Thracian fiacdianals. The extraordinary Effeds of 
Jiis Skill in Muiic are thus fumoied up by Horact^ 
Orphea-— ^ 
Arte matprna rapidos morantem 
Fluminum lapfus', celerefque ventos. 
Blandum et auritas fidibus canorif 
Ducere quercus. ^, i. Ode it. 

V, 51b. The Straits o/'Bofphorus] The Bo/pherus is a Part of die 
Skzj which lies in two different Coafb: the one hy CwftmntinopU 
and the other at the Entrance of the Black Sea. 
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No Furies were at Hand td rianijpirt 

Heroic Thoughts^ and wike oof dorttsaftt Fi«^ . jj^r^ 

We climb the Turitt, wti6ie impendiAg Stetp 

Affords a Profpeft of 'the diftanc Deep -, 

Here Javelins^ Stones,, and knotty Cluh» we bote, 

vAnd Swords, polluted wkh their Mafter^iGdrc^' j^ 

Confine within the Madl Our junsiAg.$fea&^ 

And proudly (Iruc benestth die Aodding Crcj^^ 

On fronti:ig Hiemm fmtlM the God oi Fi^t, 

And Pallas HuWdy afi|:oinfhfd tt thd &.g;k. 

Then firft Reflttfaion with ^tr Fears returned, jfi^ 

And their paft Afkityisi wkk Re'gm thdy iMfurii'd^ 

Left Heav'n, to punifh their ptcifvnlptcyii^^CF^ttei 

Had fent the Veffbl firDin fotne hoftile Ctim^ 

They now had ahnoff gamTd ^e &iidy l^aclv 

And ftood within » Crefm Af row's Reach ^ ^ j4i 

When pregnaffil Cbud» d'erhang the bAt}k% M^ 

And Jove defcendi^ ut fluicy Sheets» 6t i^ainv 

Horror fits brotodii^ o'er the tiquid Way> 

And Sol deferts the* viphrfed Day. 

V. 523. On fronting Hxinus} T^e Epithet adver/ot which I haT« 
rendered hy fronting'^ has alForded Matter of Sp^culitloft yi the ju- 
dicious Barihiujf who, informs us, that it is very doubtful, whether, 
it fi)ou1d 1^ applied' to tte' SiCBadon of tlie Mouatain, or the *£ii. 
irfity Mitfs bore the' LiMni^w on Aecoont of their Patron Fukmi. 
Wieh Submiliofi to' thh Critics fiiperior jod|]neiit^ wc* siuft be^ 
]Uav« t^ oMerve, thi« the^e i» a moro natonl ^taAta tb bei gircft 
for the Enmicy of Hamm (if wvi^pfwfe tkHiiffu to %mfy in^fk 
in this Place, which we Very muoi doubt) n^im*, the Invaiion'of 
Thraci by the Lemnians a litUe ^fefe, J4r>iy>J^ had certably for- 
rotten this, or he never wovld have troubled hil^ Readers with this 
fetched Hypbthefis and critical Refi^enDeAt. 

The Reader may jud|?e from this Spe^ii9en,r how mucl^ Patience; 
is ret|uifite ^o perufe all the l4otes and Obfervatioas of the Com- 
mentators, aad learn lb' commiierate ^e Tranilator, who mnft ei« 
thcr do iti of lie ii&i^er'tbe lippiitatToh of Negligence ^nd Care-' 
liShcfs, ' . . ' 
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From cv'ry (gaiter rtrfhing "Winds r^ibund, gjg 

JPlow up the Deep, and hur| the Sand& ai[Ound, 

Surges on Surges rqll with hideous Roar, 

.An4 clafh ^nd break, and thunder to the ShqfH:. 

Obfequious to the Wind the Vcflel plies. 

And, wafted by the Bil}ipws, feeks the SkieSi^ 549 

Pr, as the gaping Main atonce divides^ 

pn naked Saqds with fwift Dflcent fubfid^. 

^he Canvas flits before the driving Biia&^ 

And with a Crafl^ defcends th^ wav'ring MaiL 

The Pilot's Art, and Strength pf Rowers fail^ 541 

Nor Demigods againft the Storm prevail. 

While thus the Tempel^'s growing Rage demands 

Their utmoft Care, employing aK their H«nd«, 

j^fom ev'ry En>inence a mingled Show'r 

pf Stones and Jav'lins on the Ship we pout ^ ]{f£^ 

At ST^Ai»?^» and mighty P^/^«j throw, 

And threat jila^s with the Cr$tan Bow. 

At once with A^ars and Neptune they engage j 

Some aim the Dart with unavailing Rage : 

Th*^ unfteady Motion of the Vefferi Couffe^ ^^^ 

Their Efforts breaks, and leflens half their Foice. 

^he floating Hold of Water others clear. 

And intercept with Shields th^ rufhing Speac* 

Nor ceafe we yet'our tpiffive ^nm to piyi 

But raitx a ivingjpd Tempeflr from on h^ 56Q. 

V. 551. ^ Telamo^J TeUmon lyas thef Father tifjf/ax and Pilmsp 
lis Brother, of ^^hiUis. The Strei^th of Hercules u'much too well 
iciio\yn to require a Note. 

V. 554. Some ftm th Dart] This Default was ccyafionad by the 
yi^lent Motiopi of the Ship. Lucan fays, 

Incertafq|i« iQamff i^% ^a^gciB^ per mtdU* 

Vaft 
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Vaft Stakes, and an enormous Weight of Stone, 

With Jav^ins recent from the Flames are thrown. 

Now on the leaning Veflel they dcfcend^ 

pr hifling in the Dfcep their Fury fpend. 

In cv^ry Joint the groaning jtr^o founds» 5^5' 

And gapes wide-op'ning with a thoufand Wound.: 

As when the piercing Biafts*of Boreas blow. 

And fcattcf o'er the Field the driving Snow, 

The Beads beneath the fleecy Ruin lie. 

And intercepted Birds forfake the Sky. 570' 

Pale Ceres droops reclining on the Ground, 

The Mountains echo, lahd the Deeps rebound. 

But, ss the Lijght'nbg, beaming thro* the Shade, 

The manly Featbrrs of each Face difplay'd. 

The falling Arihs our feeble Gripe forfook, 57 $ 

'And ev'ry Limb with chilling Horror (hook. 

▼.$67. As woiiM4bi piercing BkJIsI HmerhsLsn no left beaulifia 
Compaiilba. 

' tin 9iftiii( x^^*^ «irrafl"! iufiHut 
"Hfiucri X**f^^f* •« ** *^f«To fAvrttrot Ztv; 

Ketft/n^Ui i wtifuii X** if^i^t^'t iff» xet^^n 

Kcu r ip* aXo( wt^inf «f;^t;l«i Xi/Mo-i» re x^ izratci 
KvfMi h fiA9 «foc «vXa/cr ifoKtratp oXhM rt man» 
tXKuurak itadtm^ ^'or iviC^Vn Aiof.SftC^. Iliad* B. lt*i 

▼•57$. The falUtfg Arms] This Circumftance was a Favourite of 
die Poets in their Defcriptions of the £fie£b of a fndden Fright. 

Tig if i^i^vx^ij yy»»> X"-^ ^* •» tttvtat xtpnC^, 

Homer's Iliad, B> 22. F. 448« 
Nuncia funa rait, matrifque adlabitur aares 
Euryali; ac ■ 
Excnffi manibos radii^ revolutaque penfa. 

' FirgfTs JEn.B. 9. K 474^ 
. ^—.^.pnino qui caedis in iftn 
Piriguit, ferrumqae manu torpente remifit. 

Lucan\ Pbar* B. 2. K TJ* 

Prevailing 
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l*revailing Nature rofe in ev'ry Breaft, 

And Tendernefs, our Sex*s only Teft. 

Th' yEacicLe firft ftrike our wondVirtg Eyes, 

And llern Ancaus of gigantic Size* 580 

Next Jphiiusj who with protended Spear 

From threatening Rocks preferv'd the Vcflcl clean 

Thfen Hercules, impatient for the Land, 

We foon diftinguilh from th* inferior Band : 

The Vcffel leans beneath the future God, 585 

From Side to Side alternate as h? ftrode. 

But nimble Jafon, haply then unknown, 

Amidfl: his Comrades far confpicuous fhone« 

From Bench to Bench inceflantly he flew. 

And animates by Turns the drcioping Crew: S9^ 

On Ida now, Oenides then he calls. 

And threatens much th* inhofpitable Walls 3 

With Wrath the ling'ring Sajaus he view*d. 

And Tyndaf^s Son with briny Foam bedewed, [ 

Nor unapproved the Son of Boreas paft| 595 

Who toil'd to fix the Canvas to the Mall, 

With animating Shouts the liquid Plain, 

And echoing Walls they (hake, biit flxakc in vain. 

The Tempeft grows reludant to their Toils, 

And from the Tow'rs each Ihivered Spear recoils. 600 

In vnin the Pilot plies his weary Hands ; 

The Waves and Rudder hear not his Commands* 

Whether to Right or Left he turns the Prow, 

The Labour rifes, and the Dangers grow. 

Till yE/on'^ Offspring from the Stern difplayt4 60$ 

The Olive, facred to the martial Maid ; 

And Peace and an Alliance a(ks aloud, 

Tho* interrupted by the noify Crowd, 

Scarce 
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Scarce could the fault*ring Accents raich tbe Sbbi^^ 
Loft in the louder Sea^s tompeftuous Roan 6iQ 

At length the Storm and W^r together ceafe» 
The Waves unruffjc am) fubfide in Peace : 
While Pbi^hSj ilTuing from a ryddy Clqud, 
Jleftor*d the Day^ and more Ibreneljr glow'd. 
From Planks compacted with a furious Bound» 6x5 
The Warriors gain the late unfriendly Qround*, 
And by their Arms and princely Vcftmenu known. 
With Shouts arc wekomM to the widow'd Town. 
Their Features undifturb*d with Wrath or Fear, 
Attrad our Eyes» and doubly f^r appear^ 620 

Thus oft the Gods (a^ sentient F4me reports) 
{Ufign th^ir Pomp, and quit th' etherial Courts : 

y.6t\. Thus ofi the (?«<//] The following Simile is exqtisfite^ 
beautiful, and full of that fumimc ^im^licinr, which Longinus oom- 
snends fo much in Hmer. Had that Critic leen it, he had undoubt* 
edly given it a Place in his Colledtion, and ranged it with the ce- 
lebrated DefcHptioii offfgptuai in the 13th Book of the lUaJ, whicb^ 
if it was not for the Anticlimax at the j^ofe of oi|r Poet's» woul4 
not, we t^eiieve, be thought fuperior. There are fome Stanzas in a 
l^oem on the King's conung to Oxford (where the f^me Comparifoi^ 
|s made ufe of) whlch^ w^ t)uak, are imitated ffom our 4<^A<^^ 
^th grei^ Uappineft^ 

Ille «t fuperW Jtfpiter i^gminf 
^in&us Deoruih, ixpius liidb 
fnvifit undas^ Sc j^uenta 
Jam Thamefis potiora Ijrmphis^ 
QgociiiMtie tendiint, induitur novam 
Katura formam, Floraqoe pafcna 
Mirat^r agrefti virentes 
Sp^nte iqos pioperare foetus. 
Vel te£Uquiddam majus & ampliu^ 
tfhUttBL praeftanty hie quafi Carolus 
Palatium prsBfeni creafiet, 
Artifi^is fuf>^anf lal>Q^9, iSuf^4^y»*U 
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hen to fah* JEtUcpia they rqiair, 

nd make awhile the genial Feaft their Carc^ 

leave their Pafiage clear, the Seas divide^ 615 
(ul Mountains^ level with the Vales^ fubfide* 

1 Earth a iudden Spring is feen to !rife, 

3r Jilas groans beneath th^ incumbent Skies^ 

ere valiant Tbefeus^ clad in Ihaggy Spoils^ 

[le Trophies of his MarathoHum Toils^ 6j€f 

le Sons of Bcreas^ on whofe Teniples gre# 

Wing, that flatterM oft as Bonas blew, * 

eat PdiuSj Vshqui(h*d by liis greater Son^ 

lie daring Youth, the Pride of Cakdm^ 

fmetusj by the God of Day obey'd, -ififjj 

id Orpheus J fcarcc a ^bracimtj we furvcyM» 

e Hint of diis Compatifim was tafc«ii Aom Mmir, «toin d» dl 

)k of the ZlWft faysi 






r. 629. /ifw -jriiiSf^»/ Thefeus] ^thefeut was the Son ctf ^^/«r, 
ig of Atbtns^ famous for his- Friendihtp and Talotpof Adions^ 
cmg which the Slaughter of the M^rfabMtim Bull was the piincipaL 
uoSf during the Preparations'fbr a Sacrifice to yon/ep denamdedui^ 
yer a Viaim worthy of the God ; ujioa which he/ett .a BaU itf 
[ttifite Beauty^ His Daughter Pafiphoi falling in Love with Uin« 
fuaded her Father to preferve himalive» which enraged Jmfiier fo 
ch, that he caufed him to go fiiaU : at length beting tamed by 
'culfj, he was dedicated to yuati at JfrpSg from whence he efcapea 
Marathon, where he was ilain hf-TkS^* 

^ 63 1 . The Sons of&otcx&l Tfatir Names were tldkds and Zethtu 
xdmr has given the following ilaotfnfdf thdm 

■ ■ ■ ' ' «to) >«ip l««)r 

"^At^i^Af «rIl^o^4Ji<Ml^ai€rf» 
Thi 
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The Spar fan Twins/ alike in Shape and SizCt 

An Error caufe in each Spectator's Eyes. 

A ihining Tunic either Chanipion wore^ 

Each in his Hand a pointed JavMin bore. 640 

Bare are the Cheeks of each, their Shoulders bare. 

And flarry Glories grace their fparklihg Hair. 

Behind his Lord, young Hylas tript along. 

Loft and obfcur'd amidft the tow'ring Throng r 

With Pain his tender Feet the Stripling pl/d 645 

To match th^ Demigod's gigantic Stride. 

And fweadng under the huge Quiver bore 

The Shafts enyenom'd with Lirwan Gore^ 

The Papbian Queen repeats her fraudfijl Arts, - 

And tempts again with Love our fbftcn'd Hearts^ 6^Q 

Sattmiia too, divulges thro' the Town 

The Warrior's Nation, Rank and high Renown« ' 

Then firft our Altars blaz'd, our Rites began. 

But Heav'n and Jove arc loft in dearer Man.' 

The Gates are open to each welcome Gueft, - 65^ 

(Our btc Averfion to the Sex fupprcfs'd) 

ThQ dead is to the living Love rciSgnM» 

And fweet Oblivion calms each anxious Mind, 

Xf 654. JRut Htav^n] This Lille c^ls to my R^membrai^e tbm 
fae on^ in Mr. Fop^s Ebifii and Ahdard^ 

The dear Ideas» where I fly porfue. 
Rile ia-tjie Grove, befbxe the Altar rifei, 
Stain all my Soul, and wantpn in my £ye9. 
I wafte the matin Lamjp ia^Sighs for thee. 

Thy \bsx2i,^^ Qeals between my God and me, 

Thy Voice I feem in ev'ry Hynwi to hear. 

With ev'ry Bead I drop a tender Tear. 

When from the Cenfer Qoiub of Fragrance roil. 

And fwelling Organs lift the rifing Soul, 

One Thought of thee puts all the Pomp to Plight, 

f riefts. Tapers^ Temple fwim before my Sight. 
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Then were the Pleafuires of die genial Board» - " 

And loft Repofe by pitying Heav'n reftor*d, 660 

Nor, as her Crime. is known, O Chiefs, refufe . v. 
To hear an artlefs Woman's jqft Excufc. . . ^ 
By the late Furies of our Sex I vow. 
And Aflies of my Friends injirn'ji below, 
Unmov'd by Luft, I gave my plighted Hand,- 66$ 
Conftrain'd.byFate,. and adverfe Heav'ns ComKnand. 
But he, the treacherous Partner of .my Bed ... 
(My love unheeded, and my. Perfon fled) 
Adores and gazes on another's Charms, 
And; revels in a Cokbian Harlot's Arms* 679 

Returning Spring had now prolong'd the Day» v 
And Earth relei)ting felt the: genial Ray, , , 
When fav'ring Heay'n, our.nuptial Joys to crown, 
^kh unexpefted. Clamours fills the .Ti>wn4 . 
Myfelf, conftrain'd a Mother's Thr6ps»,to proves ^75 
Difclofe a. double Pledge, of iRUtu^^x}iyc^> : a. r 
One ftilL retains his wref!ch^ jQrandfiTQ's Name;. 
(The moft, perhaps, that/Fate.allows to daim») 
jFuU twenty Suns have deck'4 the: Courts ab^vo, 
vSince firft they breath'd the vital Air oijwd . 680 
Lycafte then receiv'd them as her own, 
From that fad Day their Fortune is unknown. 
Calm was old Ocean's Face, an4 fbuthern Gales 
In fifing Murmur's tempt the fwelling Sails* 

y. 669. On oMfith^t Cbarmt] Wben Ja/im arrived at C^lcipi, and 
'was infmned, that the Capture of the Golden Fleece depended 09 
the Afliftance of MeAa, he manied and afterwards left her for Cn^fa^ 
Daughter of Creou King of Corinth. Sunfii40i mi Smca Wf 
written a Tragedy on thb Sttb|ed« 

Thf 
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The Shipf knpttieiit £>r the tt^uid Wa^, 685 

i^vets ih chdP()FC>,«nd loaibes the long Ddaf. 
There Jiifiw -oaUs 4^ 1ifig*4^g Chiefs aboard. 
And the glad VeOel ^kh JProvifion ilor*d; 
dh t had he ilever coudi^ the Lmman ^wti 
Butpafs^ddiraft4o€0&^, finoe iio ^nxire 69a 

My AdUof Kindtlefs hisCompafllon nlave, 
Nw Yaws, nor deairer Pledges ^ his Love. 
Yet fliall impsntid Fame to lateft Times 
Tranfmit his Gu3t^ and brand the TraicaPsCfitties. 
When now the Sim^ ^hofe neact t erol^ing Seam 6^^ 
Maft dofe our Loves» liad Iw^gfat the wrikra ScFeam, 
The GrojUui^f die Utte^raidfol ISightretimv 
And Rage again and jeobus JFury bum. 
ScarfsAiad Anema dhadd the Stars away^ ' 
Andop'd thcmfyiioirtakofftheDay, fi60i 

Wlksn ^SfiMf% Son, conrpioMMn from iRmt^ 
Plies the firft Oar, «ftd leads the wat'ry Wan 
From er^Rock» andHiM's inopending Steep 
We long ptnfue chem^Ser Ihe expanded DoqH 
Till, the Waves joining widi the diftantSkiiss, 709 
Th* excloded ^Ol^edb Tanffll ^#om «our £yes. 

V» 6854 TU ihifl TU lUOioa m this Sla^, iSm^%uitSam^ 
IS not too hij^ibr tne Seni^ but jail iaJProportion .to it. A M^.wJip 
condemns ^is -as'gx ti a r aga nt, xaa -have no^Reliih 'for Poetiy, "fincek 
is the very Soul mi %9kmt^iX^ ITie poinpofed fi wkat Atifioik^ 
with great Propriety» fiiles U*ving Words ^ i. e. fuch as exalt and en- 
liven the Sentiment. H$mr ofteA.telld ps, an Arrow is inpatient to 
4>e difchaxged, and a Weapon ^dtsffor Blood, which is esoallybold 
and fiigfa^ witfa'this before ns. 

T. 689. Q&/ h»iJki.imfir\ This is moie moderate dian 

O ! utinam tunc cum LacWhrwKiiadafe fpivetf 
Obrutus infanis eflet adulter aquis. 

ThAugh perhaps HjfJifiU liad the greateft Reafon to compUin* 

^ Rumour 
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A Rumour fprcadj that wafted o'er the Main, 

Old Tboas (hares Kis Brother's ample Reign^ 

That all my Sorrow was a Feint alone ; 

Aad but for Show the Pyres thick flaming Ihojr^e ; ^lO 

Stung with Remdrfc, arofc the guilty Growd^ 

And, for my Share of Slaughter, call aloud* ' 

Shall only fhe Cthey cry) refufe to bear 

A Part in Guilt, while joyful we appear*. 

No more believe we, 'twas the Fates* Decree^ 715 

Or Will of Heav*n, if (he alone is free* 

Warn'd by thefe Words to (hun their vengeful Hate^^ 

I quit the Burden of imperial State^ 

And feek my Father's well-known Track of Flight 

Along the Shore, befriended by the Nighty yap 

But Bacchus then was wanting in his Aid, 

For, as through Woods and devious Wilds I ftr^y'^j 

A Band 'of ruthlefs Pirates forc'd aboard^ 

And fold me to proud Nemea^ haughty Lord, 

While thus the Queen harangues the lift'ning Train, %!$ 

And, by divuJging it, forgets her Paih -, 

The tender Infant whom (he left behind^ 

(So the ftern 'Gods advis'd and Fates defign'd) 

In fatal Slumbers hangs his drooping Head^ 

The Skies his Canopy, the Ground his Bed, - . f 30 

And, cloyM with Sport, and weai^y with his Tm\^ 

Grafp'd in his Hand the Grafs and i^/^^r^^V Spoils. 

Mean while, along the Fields a Serpent roves, 

Earth-bprn, the Ttnor of Achaean Grov^^\ 

V. 733, Mean^hiW] The following Defcriptron of this Animal 
will not be thought interior to that of P'irgii in the i<iCoa4 Book. 

£c(ie s^utem gemini a Tenedo tianquilla fcr alta 

Vol. I. , 0^ .(Florrefco 
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Sublime on radivit Spires he glides along, 7^1 

And brandi(bes by Fits his triple Tongue. 
An hideous Length of T^l behind he draws. 
And foamy Venom iflues from his Jaws. 
Three Rows of Teeth his Mouth expanded fliews,^ 
And from his Creft terrific Glories rofe. 740 

The Peafants confecrated him to Jove^ 
The tutelary Patron of the Grove ; 

. Whofe Altars, raised of Living Turf are ftor'd 
With humble OfPrings, which the Swains afford. 
One while he rolls his curling Volumes round 745 
The Sylvan Fane, or ploughs the furrow'd Ground y 
Then round an Oak his fcaly Length he twines, 

' And breaks in his Embra^ce the tougheft Pines. * 
From Bank tp Bank extended oft he lies. 
Cut by his Scales the Waves high-bubbling rife. 750 
But now, when Earth is furrowed o*er with Chinks, 
And ev*ry Nymph within her Channel finks •, 
He twifts, impatient of th* autumnal Heats, 
His fpiry Length, and wide Deftruftion threats. 
And thro' exhaufted Springs and (landing Lakes 755 
In winding Folds his noxious Progrefs takes. 
One while he bares his lolling Tongue in Air, 
Thro' Impotence of Pain and wild Dcfpair, 
Then crawls, adhefive to the groaning Jtllain, 
If haply Dew or Moifture yet remain. y6o 

(Horrefco referens) immenfis brbibus angues 

Incumbunt pelago, pariterque ad littbra tendunt : 

Fedlora quorum inter f!u6lus arredta, jubaeque 

Sanguineas exfuperant undas ; pars caetera pontiua 

Fone legit^ iinuatque inunenfa volumina tergo. 

Fit fonitus fpumante falo : jamque arva tenebant ; 

Ardentefque oculos fuffcdi fanguine, et ignei^ 

^ibila lambebant Unguis yibrantibus ora. P'er/e 203. 

Where'er 
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Where'er he breathes, the blaftcd Herbage dies. 
And wafting Poifons from his Hiffing rife. 
Vaft as the vengeful Dragon, that around 
iThe double Summit of IParnaffus wound. 
Till on his Back, that ouz*d at ev*ry Pore 7^5 

A Stream of Blood, a Grove of Spears he bore : 
Or he, who round the Pole m«aridring glides. 
And fair CalyjiQ from her Son divides. 
What God, O Infant ! thus adorn*d thy jbeath. 
And why fo foon deprived of vital Bireath ? 770 

Was it from each fucceeding Age to claim 
Eternal Honours, and a deathkfs Name ? 
Smit with his Tail, the dying Babe awoke^ 
(Nor was the Serpent eonfcious of the Stroke) 
Sleep foon invades his ftiflTning Limbs again, ^ 77^ 
And locks them in an adamantine Chain. . 

His Nurfc, alarm*d at his half-finilh'd Screams^ 
(Such as are utter'd in terrific Dreanis) 
;Eflays to fly ; but, deftitutc of Force, 
Her fault*ring Limbs defert hct* in the Coiirfii.' 780 
Too certain now of the portended III 
By various Omens, which her Bofom fill, 

• V. 763. 1^^455^ as the nitngeful Dragon] The Poets feign thiar Dragon 
Was a Favourite of Juno^ and the Keeper of the Hejperiav Gaxdetii 
but was afterwahis (lain bjr HercuUsi and trAnflaled to Heaven* Fir» 
giJ thus defcribes him. 

Maximus hie flexu fmuofo elabitur anguis 
Circum, perque duas in morem fluxninjls ar6l6s< 

Geergicsf B, i . K 244. 
V. 782. By fvarious Omens'\ , Homer Kkewife calls this Impotence 
and Sufpeniion of the animal Powers, occafioned by fudden Fear, an 
Omen. 

Some Grange Difafter, fome Reverfe of Pate 
(Ye Gods avert it) threats the Trojan State. 
Far be the Omen, which my Thoughts fugged ! 

Pope'^ Iliad, B.22. 583^ 

CL2 She 
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She roHs htr quick-difccming Eyes around. 
And carefully infpefts the fotal Ground ; 
Then lifts her IhriU-refounding Voice oil high 785 

In well known Sounds, but meets with no Reply. 
What could fee do ?-^no recent Marks remain 
To guide hei: Footfteps o'er the tracklefs Plain. 
Roird up on Earth the circling Monfter lies. 
An Acre fcarcely bounds his ample Size. 790 

Him as^the Princefs unfufpeding viewed, 
With fudden Shrieks Ihe rends the fpacious Wood. 
Unmov*d, the Monfter keeps his former Poft, 
Her piercing Clamours reach th* Argolic Hoft, 
Sent by the King, th' Arcadian Hero levn'd 795 

The fatai Caufe, and with the Chiefs returned ; 
Soon as the Glare of Arms the Monfter fpies. 
And hears the growing Thunder of their Cries, 
He reaft his'Creft, and with a fi'ry Glance 
Expefts th* Affailant*s terrible Advance. 800 

Firft ftoops Hippomedofiy and from the Fields, 
Hcav*d with viaft Force, a rocky Fragment wields. 
Vaft was the Mafs of Stone, the common Bound 
Of neighboring Fields, and Barrier of the Ground. 
As when by vaft Machines a pond'rous Stone 80^ 

. Defcendjng on fome hoftile Gate is thrown ; 
Thus fell the craggy Rock, but fell in vain. 
And made a deep Impreffion on the Plain. 

' V. 803. The common Bound] The ancient Poets, to raife our Ideas 
of the Weight and Magnitude of any Stone, generally call it a 
Land-Mafk. 

■■ Campo quod fbrte jacebat 

Limes agro pofitus, litem ut difcerncret arvis. 

Ffr^Ps^^netd, Lii. 12. Per. Sgj. 

The 
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The Field ^founds, and ^Leaves and Branches torn •,- 

Aloft in Air,with horrid Gr^fh are borne, .810 

Tho' late in vain affail'd, my keener Dart. 

Shall thro* thy Scales a fatal Wound impart, . 

Whether thou art the Guardian of the Grove,. 

Or, what I wilh, the Property ofjovcj 

(The vaunting Capaneus exclaims aloud,. -8x5 

And ruflies foremoft of the Warriour-Crowd) 

Swift thro* his gaping Jaws the Javlirt glides. 

And the rough Texture of his Tongue divides ; . 

The Point was feen above his crefted Head, 

Thew ftains the Ground with goary Filth difpread. 820 

The furious Monfter, unappall-d with Pain, 

In rapid Mazes bounds along the Plain, 

Then, wrenched the Jav*lin from his bleeding Head^ 

Swift to the Temple of his Patron fled : 

V. 81 1. Tho* late in vain qffaiPd^ What a beautiful Tranfxdon it^ 
this from the pathetic Defcriptionof the "Dtzxk oi Archentorus t"^--^' 
We are alarmed with the fudden Interpofition of Capaneus: he^ 
breaks in upon us like a Flaih of Lightning, and furprizes. the 
Reader, who was unprepared for* it. While Hifpomedon and' the' 
other*Heroes arc content with^ throwing Stones at a Diftarice, • €«/«- 
neusy' like a true Defcehdant of Mars, advances with Spear in Hand» 
and not only threats, but puts his Threats in Execution. However,^ 
the chief Beauty of it, which coniifls in the fudden and abrupt Tum.^ 
of the Addreis, had been entirely loft, if the Poet had followed the 
ufual Forms and faid, * Then Capaneus rufhes with his Spear, and' 
* begins as follows.' — There are more Inftances of this Elegancy in 
Statiusy than any Author we k^ow of^ as indeed he has a greater 
^hare of Vivacity. 

V, 824. T$ the Temple] Virgil has obfcrved the fame of the Ser- 
pents that flew Laccoon in his iecond i£neid. 

At gemini lapfu delubra ad fumma Dracones 
EiFugiunt, fsyacque ^etunt Tritonidis arces : 
S^bpedibufgueDeae, dypeiquefuborbe te^untur. ^.225. 

0.3 Here 
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IJcrc long he ftrugglcs in the Pangs of Death, 825 

In hiffing Threats at length refigns his Breath. 

Him Lerna*% Lakes in gentle Murmurs mourn^ 

And Netneaj by his frequent Windings worn : 

Him ev'ry Nymph, thit late was wont to bring 

Her early Tribute from the rifled Spring : 83d 

For him the Fauns were feen to break their Reeds, 

And tear the leafy Honours from their Heads. 

E'en Jove himfelf the falhion'd Bolt demands. 

And fcarce withholds his all-avenging Hands, 

Till the Blafphemer in Proccfs of Time 835 

Should merit Vengeance for a greater Crime : 

Yet then a flashing Ray was feen to graze 

His beaming Helmet, and augment the Blaze* 

As HOW Hypjfpylej the Serpent flain. 

Seeks her loft Infant on the fpacious Plain, 840 

Upon a diftant Eminence fhe fpy'd 

The wif hVing Grafs with Drops of Slaughter dy'd ; 

Hither in Hafte the beauteous Mourner flies. 

And foon, too foon the killing Objcft eyes. 

In yjun from Words fhe feeks a fhort Relief, 845 

in vain in Tears tp vent her fwelling Grief; 

jShort of it3 Cowrfc the pearly Current hung, 

And to the Roof inaftive cleaves the Tongue. 

One whil? th|5 kifTes his difcolpur'd Cheeks, 849 

Then thro? his Limbs Life's luke-warm PafTage feeks. 

In yain his Face and Brcaft mifplac*d, are drown'd 

In BlooJ, and the whole Body fcems one Wound. 

As when the Bird^ whofe Ncft in Search pf Food 

Some Serpent climb'd, and crulVd the tender Broody 

V. 853. Js when tie Birj] Firgi I hsis a beautiful Simile of the 
fane Kind with this in Siaiius, thus cxcelicriCly trar.fiatcd by the 
Puke of Buckingham^ 

So 
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• 

Returning, finds her clam'rous Infants gone, 855. 

And Blood and fcatter'd Feathers left alone. 
She drops the Meat, and fpums the Neft away ; 
The Grove refponfive ecchoes to her Lay. 
Soon as the Wretch had in her Lap with Care 
Repos'd his Limbs, and dry*d them with her Hair, 860 
Her Voice, released from fad Excefs of Grief, 
A PafTage found, and thus (he fought Relief. 

thou, whofe Form and Features oft have brought 
My own dear Offspring's Image to my Thought, 
Whofe foft Carefles could alone abate 865 
The Pangs of Exile and a fervile State : 

Say, whence thefe Wounds ? whatGod could thus dilgrace 
Thy faultlefs Figure, and thy Charms efface ? 

1 left thee frefh in Life, in Beauty gay, 

Engag'd in Pleafure, and amus'd with Play. 870 

Where now are all thofe fweet Attempts to {peak. 
The fparkling Eye and Rofe-rcfembling Cheek ? 

So the fad Nightingale, when chiidlefs made 

By fome rough Swain, who ftole her young away. 

Bewails her Lofs beneath a Poplar Shade, 

Mourns all the Night, in Murmurs wailes the Day. 

Her melting Songs 9 doleful Pleafure yield, j 

And melancholy Mufic fills the Field. 

Tajfo has likewife copied it. 

Come Ufignuol, cui'l villan duro invole 

Dal nido i figli non pennuti ancora ; 
Che in miferabil canto afHitte, e fole 

Pinge le notti, e n' empie i bofchi, e I'ora. 
Al fin col novo di rinchiude alquanto 
{ lumi, e'l fonno in lor ferpe fra'l pianto. 

GUrufal, Lib. Canto 12, St» 90. 

V. 871. Where now are] This is fomething like that beautifuj B]^- 
clamation in Horace* 

Quo fugit Venus heu ? quove color ? dccens 

0.4 Quo 
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Wherp arc thofe artful Smiles, that lifping Tone 

To me addrefs*d, and known to me alone ? 

How to procure thee Slumt^ers did I toil, iy^ 

And talk of jflrgo^ and thy native Soil. 

How have I prefs'd thee in my folding Arms; 

And gaz'd and doated oa thy budding Charms ? 

Thus footh'd, .1 could forget I was a Slave -, 

To thee my Breaft, another*s Right, I gave: 880 

Now ready to thy Mouth defcends again 

The middle Current, but defcends in vain. 

Nor were there Omens wanting to difclofe 

His Fate, and warn me of impending Woes :' 

Amidft the dufky Horrors of the Night 885 

The Cyprian Goddefs ftood confcft to Sight. 

But why fhould I thfe fatal A61 difclaim^ 

And to the guiltlefs Gods transfer the Blame ? 

My fpeedy Death fhall for the Crime atone, 

*Tis thus decreed, nor feek I Death to fliun. goo 

Say, could I thus forget my precious Care, 

While, urg'd by vain Ambition, I declare 

My daring Country's Fortune and my own. 

And court the tranfient Blazes of Renown. 

Quo motus'? quid habes illius, illiu». 
Quae fpirabat amores» 

Quae me furpuerat mihi. Li^» 4. O^e 13, 

V. 883. Nor 'were there Omens'] xAs far as we can infer from the Wri- 
tings of Sfati'usj he was very fuperftitious. All the Perfonages, who 
have a Place in his POem, lay a great Strefs on Omens, and after any 
Calamity has happened tp them, always recollecJl fome Vifion that 
portended it. The Correilion that foilows has a very beautiful Ef- 
fedl. Upon the whole, we may conclude this Oration to be a Mafter- 
piecein the pathetic Way. That of Eurialus^s Mother in the 9th 
i»ook of the j^neidy and o^ Andromache in the 22d of the Iliad are 
rtit only ones that can ftand in Competition with it. 

Letr.nos^ 
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Lemmsy no more againfl; thy Queen exclaim, 905 

Our Guilt is equal, our Difgracc the fame. 

If this Intreaty merits your Regard, 

If my paft Service claims this fmall Reward, 

Lead me, O quickly to the Serpent lead. 

Or with your Swords abfolve my impious Deed. 91a 

Oh ! never mjiy thefe Eyes behold again 

The Sire, or injured Partner of his Reign : 

Tho' (what can fcarcely merit your Belief) 

My own would equal her fevereft Grief. 

Ere from thefe Hands fhe take th' ungrateful Load, 9 15 

Th* ungrateful Load, unhappily beftow'd-. 

May yawning Earth a fudden Paflage rend. 

And let me thro' the dark Abyfs defcend. 

The Princefs fpoke, and, frantic with Defpair, 

Deforms with Blood her Face, with Duft her Hair; 920 

Then blames the grieving Warriors, in whofe Caufe 

She left the Babe,, too ftudious of Applaufe. 

And now the News had reached the Monarch's Ears, 

And fiird the royal Dome with fudden Tears. 

Lycurgus^ on that inaufpicious Day, 92^ 

From the Perfean Mountain bent his Way -, ; 

Where angry Entrails burnt beneath the Shade 

To th' unregarding Thunderer were paid, n 

V. 920. Deforms moitb Blood her Face] This Method of CxprefSng 
Sorrow was very cuftomary among the Orientals. We have frequent; 
Mention of it in the facred and profane Writers* Uomer, in the 
^arth Book of his Iliad fays^ 

~X vara xaxxE^a^)J;. 

And again in the zzd, 

llatnocq y sXKkToauvs xv\iv^9/xey^ xurec xo'Trpct» 
V. 927. Entrails burnt'] Thefe Pieces of Meat were called Pr<?^<ff^i 
by the Romans, and divided into thfee Portions. The fijrft was burnt ; 
' ' the 
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All Commerce with Adraftus he declin'd. 

Nor in the Council, or the Battle join'd. 9 ja 

Not void of martial Courage was his Breaft^ 

But Piety the Love of War fupprefs*d. 

Bcfides the God's Refponfe, with Council fraught» 

Long lay revolving in his anxious Thought. 

Lycurgus firft (the facrcd Voice reveal'd) 535 

A Burial. in the Theban War flxall yield. 

On this he dwelt, and erring in his Fate, 

Preferred a peaceful Life, and neutral State. 

Yet, when be heard the Clarion's loud Alarms, 

Wilhes to fheathe his Limbs in fatal Arms. ^40 

But foon the doubtful Oracle is^ clear'd. 

As the fad Exequies in Sight appeared. 

Hypjipyle the flow ProcefTion leads. 

Met by the Queen, array'd in fable Weeds. 

But pious Cares no longer now withhold ^45 

The Father, from his new Misfortunes bold. 

the fecond, confecrated and given to the Priefls: and the thirds 
eaten by the Perfon who made the Sacrifice and his Family. Sueto- 
nius in the life oi Auguftus fays, * Cum forte Marti rem divinam 

* faceret, nunciata repentc hoftis incurfione, femicruda exta rapta 

* foco profecuir, atque ita praelium ingrelfus viftor rediit.* S^ie-^r- 
uohiusy Lib, 2. Ad'verfus Gent, 13 Adrian Turnebm^ Adver/ariorum^ 
Lib* 15. Cap, 7. Bernartius. 

V. 935. Lycurgus/r/?] It is very remarkable in Favour of Chrif- 
tianity, that all the Oracles of the Heathens were delivered in fo 
ambiguous a Manner as to admit of a double Meaning. Such was 
the Anfwer from the Delphic to Crafus King oiLydia and Appius the 
Vi'Xtor of Acbai a, who th'nking the Oracle had warned him only 
to refrain from the War between C^/ar and Pompey^ retired into the 
Country called Cala Eub/ea^ where, before the Battle of Pbarfalioy 
he died of a Difeafe, and was there buried, and fo po/refTcd quietly 
llie Place which the Oracle had promifcd him. 
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Afi angry, not a forrowing Look he wears. 

And Rage denies a Paffage to his Teari. 

Swift as a Tiger, o'er the Fields he flies. 

And thus aloud to hisDomeftics cries. 950 

Where is this faithlefs Wretch, this female Foe, 

That fpills my Blood, and triumphs in my Woe? 

Say, lives Ihe ? breathes flie yet the vital Air, 

Seize her, and quick, my Friends, to Vengeance bear. 

No longer let her wclWn vented Talc, 955 

And vain Impoftures o*er your Faith prevail 

The Monarch fpoke, and from the Sheath difplay*d 

The dreadful Splendors of his flaught'ring Blade j 

But intcrpofing ^ydeus rulh*d between. 

And with his Shield prote£bs the Lemnian Q^een ; ^€0 

Then Ihouts aloud : whoe'er thou art, forbear. 

Nor tempt the Fury of my thirfting Spear. 

Ilim ftcrn Hippomedon^ in Arms renown'd, 

Th* Arcadian Youth, and Capaneus furround. 

Their Swords, impatient for the promised War, 965 

With dazzling Luftre glister from afar. 

To aid their King the gathering Swains oppofe. 

And menace their inhpfpitable Foes. 

T:\itn rniXA Adraftus^ mingling with the Crowd, 

And good Oeclides thus e^^claims aloud. 970 

V. 960, And 'with his Shield)^ The CommpntatOfs have .puzzled 
themfelves to find out a Supplement to the Line. 

Impiger objefti — r Pedlora psirip J 

Ope voting for freturiat^ another for frotentaty and a third fotfuf- 
tentat. Inftead of weighing the refpedtive Arguments of each Cri- 
tic, and endeavouring; to fettle the true Reading, we fhall be content 
with conveying the chief Idea, which is that of Hypfipyk's Delivcr- 
aoce, in our Verfton. 

^ ihe^the 
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O Ibeathc you^- Swords, my Friends, contend no more^ 

Nor ftain your itppious Arms in kindred Gore.. 

To this OenideSy unappcas'd, replies, 

(The Spark of Anger beaming from his Eyes) , 

Dar'ft thoui^ O Tyrant, lift thait guilty Hand 975 

Againft.thc: Saviour of the Grecian Band i 

Will they, who this their prefesnt Ardor ewe 

To her. alone, rcfign her to the Foe? 

Know, that from Bacchus by Defcent ftic fprings. 

And. claims Alliance with the Race of Kings. 980 

Is Peace lo flight t Favour, iwhilft m Arms 

Thy Sgbjofts rife, impeird with falfc Alaftns^. 

Yet ftill may'il thou enjoy it, and ag^m 

Thefc Troops behold diec weeping fi>r the Slain. 

He paus'd : when, now his Wrath in Part fuppreft, 985 

Lycurpts thusjtte lift*ning Kings addreft; r 

Little I deem*d» that wlicn you bent your Cdurfc 

To ^hebesy .we too (bould prove your hoftilc Force. 

£^t come^ if focial Blood alone can pleafe. 

On us, our Wives and harmlcfs Children fcizc. ' 99» 

From thefe to Deeds of deeper Guilt afpire. 

And wrap our unavaijing Fanes jn'Firc. 

Still for itfclf will Pow*r fuperior plead. 

And fandify the moft: illegal Deed. 

Will future Times acknowledge your Pretence, ^g^ 

And think you combat in a Slave's Defence ? * 

Yet Vengeance waits you from the PowVs above, 

And fure, tho* tardy, is the Wrath of Jove. 

T/,972. Nor ftain your impious Anns in kindred Gore\ The whok 
Nation of the Greeks was defcended from Per/eus^ the Son oi Danaus, 
from whom they were called Danai, 

v^ 998. And /lire the* lardy] This is a Tranflatioi^of the followij^g. 
lifies. ia Tihuliusy as La^aniius has remarked. 
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He faid, and to the City turnM his Eyes, 

And there frefh Scenes of Blood and Rage defcrics. looo 

But iFame unrivaird in the dufty Courfe, 

In Fleetnefs far outftrips the vig'rous Horfc ; 

From cither Wing ftie fhakes the noxious Seeds 

Of Difcord, as aloft in Air fhe fpceds : 

While from a thoufand Voices ihe proclaims 1005 

The Monarch's Vengeance,, and the Crowd inflames. 

Too credulous, nor patient of Delay, 

With Parts and Torches they provoke the Fray, 

Demand Lycurgus^ and advance in Hafte 

TtO fpoil the Fanes, and lay the Kingdom Wafte, 10 10 

The fcreaming Females r^nd the vaulted Sphere, 

And their iirft Grirf is loft in abjed Fear. 

But old Adrajius^ glittering rn his Car, 

Rode thro' the crimfon Ranks of noify War : 

The mournful Qaeen of Lemtf^ prefs'd hi^ Side^ 101*5 

Defift, defifl from Arms (aloud he <:ry'd) 

No more let vengeful Thoughts employ your Care, 

Lo, our Proteftrefs breathes the vital Air. 

Thus, when the ftormy South, and rapid North, 

Fron^ their jEolian Caverns iffuing forth, 1020 

Ah \ miferet, fi quis primo perjuiia celat, ' 

Sera taznen tacid^ pacna veirit pedibus, Blig, p. 2. ii^ 

1001. But Fame] This Defcription^ which affords a fignaJ la^ ' 
fiance of our Author's Sublimity, is not the worfe for its* Concife-^ 
acfs. It is entirely devoid of that'tinfel, flafliy Splendor (which 
will pafs a cnrfory View only, and cannot ftand the Teft of feverc 
Criticifin ;) and grows ia our Efteem from tvtsy Revifal. Tke 
Image of Fame fiiaking the Seeds of Difcord from her Wings, is 
very exalted, and the Epithet either exquifitely beautiful, a$ it con- 
veys to us the Idea of die two different Conflifts. What we value 
it the more for is, that it is an Original, and has nothing in Common 
with that celebrated Defcription in the 4th Book of the jEneid. 

V. 10 1 9. ThuSi nvhen the ftormy South] This Simile is taken from 

Firgil, though the Comparifon of the The^aid is the Thing compared 

in the jSnet'd. Ac 
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With fable Clouds the Face of Heav'n deform» 

And Ocean groans beneath th' incumbent Storm j 

If Neptune in his coral Car appear. 

And his hoar Head above the Surface rear»; 

The Seas unruffUng fpread a level Plain, 1025 

Exult and own the Monarch of the Main ; 

And, as the Tempcft and the Waves fubfide. 

The Shores and Mountains are again defcry'd. 

What God, propitious to her pious Vows, 

Recaird the fair Hypjifyle^^ Repofe» lojo 

*Twas Bacchus^ Audior of her noble Race, 

Who fent the double Pledge of her Embrace, 

For Deeds yet ripening in the Womb of Time; 

Their Mother brought them from their native Clime. 

Soon as the Warders of the Gates afford 10J5 

Admiifion to their now lefs angry Lord, 

Wafted by adverfe Fame, the dire Report 

Of flain Arcbemorus had reach'd the Court, 

Ac velttd magno in popalo cum fxpe coorta eft 
Sedido, faevitque animis ignobile valgus ; 
Jamque faces & faxa volant ; furor arma miniftrat : 
Turn» pietate gravem ac meritis ii forte viruxn quern 
Confpexere, frlent, arreclifque auribus aftant» 
Ille regit dldlis animos, & pedora mulcet. 
Sic cuQ^ius pelagi cecidit fragor : sequora poftquam 
Profpiciens genitor» coeloque invedus aperto 
FIe£lit equos, curraque volans dat lora fecundo, 

JEneidi. F, iji, 

V. 1032. The Jouhk Pledge] OviV confirms our Author's AflenioR 
pf ^^/yA Twins. 

Nunc etiam peperi, gratare ambobus JaTon, 

Duke mihi gravidae fecerat audior onus. 
Faelix in numcro qubque fum, prolemque gemellam 

Pignora Lucini biAa favent^ dedi. 

Jas,toHj,p/.rer.ug. 

Therefore» 



b 
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Therefore, t'inhance the Jufticc of their Claim 

In the King's Caufe they fcek the Field of Fame. 1040 

So blind are Mortals to the future State, 

So fuddea the Viciffitudes of Fate ! 

But, as the Sound of L^/»»^j reach'd their Ears, 

They pierce the thick'ning Crowd, devoid of Fears ; 

Difcern their Mother in the noify Ring, 1045 

And round her Neck, the Tears faft falling, cling. 

She, like a Rock, Hands movelefs, nor again 

Dares truft the Gods fo oft bcliev'd in vain. 

But, as in them fhe traced their Father's Charms, ^ 

And faw himfelf engrav'd upon their Arms -, 1050 

Her Grief abates, and impotent to bear 

The Change of Fortune which the Gods prepare j 

Proftrate fhe falls, and as on Earth fhe lies^ 

The Streams of Joy fwift iflue from her Eyes* 

To chear his Iflue, from a ruddy Cloud ^^55 

The God of Wine falutes her thrice aloud : 

The Shouts of Bacchanals were heard on high. 

And Drums and Cymbals ihook the lab'ring Sky. , 

At length the Son of Oecleus^ Audience gain'd. 

With Words like thefe the lift'ning Hoft deuin'd." 1060 

Attend, ye Princes, and Argolic Bands, 

To what Jpollo by his Priett commands. 

The prefent Miferies, which we deplore. 

Were by the Fates predeftin'd, when of -Yore 

V, 1055. To cheat his IJfue\ This Fidlion feems borrowed from 
Fir^iij who introduces Venus giving her Son jEmas the fame Af- 
furances of Prote^ion. 

Ni fignura coelo Cytherea dediiFet aperto. 
Namque improvifo vibratus ab «there fulgor 
Cum I'onitu venit ; & ruere omnia vi:a rcpente, 
Tyrrhenxquc tubie mugire per ?jthera clangor. 

3 The 
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The future they difpos'd with certain Hand» 1065 

And bade the neccflary Caufes ftand. 

Hence were the Springs exhaufted, hence arofe 

The deathful Serpent, Author of our Woes, 

Hence was Arcbemorus deprived of Breath, 

His Name deduced from his preluding Death. 1070 

Here we muft halt, and confecrate to Fame 

The royal Infant, this his Merits claim : 

Let Honours rccomperife his early Doom, 

And Virtue pour Libations o'er his Tomb. 

And oh ! that Sol would lengthen out the Way, 1075 

And clog our Progrefs with a frefh Delay ; 

That Accidents would intervene anew. 

And Thebes retreat as faft as we purfue. 

But you, who prove a more than common Fate, , 

(Your Son exalted to celeftial State) ip8a 

Whofe honour*d^Name fhall with Oblivion ftrivej 

And thro* each future Age diftingui(h*d live. 

While Inachus and noxious Lerna flow. 

And Nemea^s Boughs o'erfhade the Fields below; 

Let not your Tears a Deity difgrace j 1085 

A Deity, tho* of terreftrial Race ? 

Far better his untimely Death appears 

Than NeJtor\ Age, and TithorC^ Length of Years. 

While thus he fpoke, encircling Shades arife. 

And Night aflumes the Sceptre of the Skies, • 1090 

V. 1083. /ir]^/7f TnachusJ ^/Vg-// exprefles himfelf in the fame pe- 
riphrailical Manner. 

In freta dum fluvii current, dum montibus umbrae 
Lullrabunt convexa, polus dum fiderapafcct. 
Semper honos, nomenque tuum, laudefque manebunt. 

JEneidy B. i. V. 6\\. 

V. 1088. Tithon'^ Length of Tears] Tithon was the Son pi Laome- 

doTiy and ravjfhedby Aurora for his Beauty in Ethiopia^ who refiored 

his Youth and Beauty when he was grown old: He was at lall 

turned into a Qrafshopper, 
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The argument^ 



ADRJSTUS and the G rccian Princes ^ together with 
Lycurgus, Eurydicc, and HypRpylt celeh-ate the 
Olffequies of Archemorus, in which is included a par- 
ticular Defcription of their felling Wood, of the funeral 
froceffion^ and the Lamentation of Eurydicc. Lycurgus 
and his Confort are with Difficulty rejlrained from leaping 
upon the funeral Pyre. They throw in Jewels^ Gold^ live. 
Animals^ Spices^ and many other Things of great Value. A 
feletl Company of Horfe and Foot are ordered to march 
round the Pile. They afterwards ere5l a Monument to 
the Infant^ on which his whole Hiflory is engraved. A- 
draftus injlitutes funeral GameSy and appoints Prizes to 
thofe whofhall conquer in them. The Statues of their An^ 
€eflors are carried along in Procejfion^ and expofeito public 
View. Then follow the Chariot-Race^ the Foot-Race^ the 
thro%ving the Difcus or S^uoit^ the Combat of the Caeftus, 
the Wreftlingy and the Shooting with Arrows^ which is at- 
tended with an Omen^ and concludes this Book. 
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BOOK THE SIXTH. 



NOW Fame from Town to Town, wide- wandering 
fled. 
And thro* th* Argolic Towns a Rumour fpread. 
That grateful Greece prepared funereal Games,. 
And various Meeds, as various Merit claims. 
Games, in which Nature might be crown*d with Art, 5 
And Skill to inbred Strength a Grace impart, 

^chaia^s wonted Rite. ^—Jlcmena^s Son 

On Pifa^s Plain the pious Strife begun. 

To honour Pelops' and with Conqueft crown*d, 

His dufly Locks with Wreaths of Olive bound : |0 



v* 1. Now fame] Thisflook, which is entirely tak^n tfp in dc- 
fcribing the Games exhibited at the Funeral of Archemorus anfwen 
to the 24th of the lUad and the 5th of the jEneid. I have given my 
Opinion of it in the DifTertatiqn, prefixed to this Workj and ihall 
therefore fay nothing farther upon its general Merit* 

V, 7. Aghaia'/ 'wonted Rite] This fhort Sketch of the Jfiftory of 
thefe Inftitutions is a pretty Opening : if the Reader has a Defire of 
heing acquainted farther with their Origin, he may fee it at large, 
in fTeJf^ EfTay On the Olympic Games in the firft Volume of hilT 
Pindar. 

R a Next 



The argument. 



ADRJSTUS and the G rccian Princes ^ together with 
Lycurgus, Eurydicc, and Hypfipyle celebrate the 
Obfequies of Archemorus, in ivhich is included a par* 
ticular Defcription of their felling IFood, of the funeral 
ProceJJion^ and the Lamentation of Eurydice, Lycurgus 
and his Confort are with Difficulty reflrained from leaping 
upon the funeral Pyre. They throwinjewelsy GoUy live. 
Animals^ Spices^ and many other I'hings of great Faluf. A 
fele^ Company of Horfe and Foot are ordered to march 
round the Pile. They afterwards ere5l a Monument to 
the Infant^ on which bis whole Hifiory is engraved. A- 
draftus injlitutes funeral Games^ and appoints Prizes to 
tbofe whofhall conquer in them. The Statues of their An^ 
€eflors are carried along in Procejfion^ and expofeito public 
View. Then follow the Chariot-Race^ the Foot-Race^ the 
throwing the Difcus or ^oit^ the Combat of the Caeftus, 
the IVreJilingy and the Shooting with Arrows^ which is at- 
tended with an Omen^ and concludes this Book. 
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BOOK THE SIXTH. 



NOW Fame from Town to Town, wide- wandering 
fled. 
And thro' th* Argolic Towns a Rumour fpread. 
That grateful Greece prepared funereal Games, 
And various Meeds, as various Merit claims. 
Games, in which Nature might be crown*d with Art, 5 
And Skill to inbred Strength a Grace impart, 

^cbaia^s wonted Rite. ^^^Jlcmena's Son 

On Pifa^s Plain the pious Strife begun. 

To honour Pelops' and with Conqueft crown*d, 

His dufly Locks with Wreaths of Olive bound : tO 



v* 1 . Now fame] This flook, which is entirely takfin tfp in dc-» 
fcribing the Games exhibited at the Funeral of Archemorih anfwert 
to the 24th of the Iliad and the 5th of the jEneid. I have given my 
Opinion of it in the DifTertatiqn, prefixed to this Workj- «nd ihall 
therefore fay nothing farther upon its general Merit. 

V. 7. Aghaia'/ ^wonted Rite] This fhort Sketch of the Jfiftory of 
thefe Inftitutions is a pretty Opejiing : if the Reader has a Defire of 
heing acquainted farther with their Origin, he may fee it at large, 
in fTeJf^ EfTay On the Olympic Games in the firft Volume of hilT- 
Pindar. 

R a Next 
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Next Pbocsjj from the Serpent's Windings freed, 
.To Youths the Prize of Archery decree4 : 
Then round Pal^emon*s Altars much bewept 
The Time-firm'd Rites were fcrupuloufly kept. 
Oft as Leucotbea her Groans renews, 15 

And at their Feafts her friendly Vifage fliews 5 
Her Woes with Waitings either Tftbmus moansi 
Thebes ecchoes back her Shrieks and mimick'd Groans. 
And now the mighty Kings, whofe royal Birth 
Exalts fair Jrgos o'er the foodfol Earthy 20 

And whofe illuftrious Feats the Tjrian Dames, 
Deep-fighmg, hear, and glow with various Flames 5 
Thofe mighty Kings with emulous Rage contend, 
And^ to the Fight their naked Vigour bend. 
So Gallies, ere with lab^ing Oars they fwcep 2$ 

The ftormy Tyrrhene^ or Mgean Deep, 
In fome calm Stream their Oars and Helm explore. 
And learn their Art, preluding near the Shore j . 
But, well-cxperienc'd, tempt remoter Seas, 
Nor mifs the Land, they lofe by fwift Degrees. gd" 

Aurora now, in early Chariot drawn, 
Beam'd forth her Radiance on the dewy Lawn, 



r. 22. Deep'Jighing] The Expreffion in the Original is fufpirant^ 
which, in all Probability, was taken fxom Haract'% Ode the ad of 
Ae 3d Book. 



■ ■ ■ ■ «Ilium ex mxnibus hofticis 
Matrona bellantis Tyranni 

Profpiciens et adulta virgo, 
Sufpiret eheu ! ne rudis agminum» l^c. 



Upon which Mr. Prancis feems to think, that the Image is irtiym 
from the 3d Book of Homer* s Iliad, where Helen and the Trojam , 
Df»ncs>appcar upon the Walls to view the Camp of the Greeks. 

2 ' " Whilft 
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Whilft Sleep with Grief beheld his empty'd Horn, 
And pdlcvPb^i^e fled th* Approach of Morn. 
With Yells the Streets, with Groans the mournful 
Courts 35 

Rebellow. Eccho with their Sorrow fports ; 

From Hill to Hill, from Grove to Grove flie bounds. 

And catches, breaks, and multiplies the Sounds. ' 

The Badge of Honour from his Forehead torn. 

The Father fits all chearlef$ and forlorn, ^ ^ 

In Weeds of Woe array'd, and o'er his Hea4 

And Length of Beard a Show*r of Allies fpread. 

Opposed to him, the childlefs Mother raves. 

And far put- weeps her Lord. T he female Slaves, 

Inlpir*d by her Example and Command, 45 

With brimful Eyes around their Miftrefs ftand : 

^ain would flie fall upon her Son's Remains, 

While each with friendly Words her Rage reftrains: 

Rous*d by her Clamours too, the Father fprings 

To footh her Amguilh.-r-Soon as th* Argive Kings,, 50 

Known by their awful Looks and god-like Port, 

Had pafs*d the Threlhold of the dreary Court, 

They bare afrefh their Bofoms, and renew 

Their Cries, tho* weary : Tears their Cheeks bedew 



V. 50. Boon ms thf Argive jKm»^] The Editor of Pttth Virgil o^ 
ierves, that i9iis Circum&af:e is imitated ^Dm the x idi £ook of the 
j^neidf Verfe 36. 

Ut vero iEncas fbribu» fcfe intttlit altis, 
Ingentem genkum tunfis ad iidera tollunt 
Pedtoribus» mxfloque immogitregia ludu. 

Calrou remarks on this PaiZage» that it was a Ceremony among the 
Antients^ to renew their Lamentations at the Approach of a King 
or Pei^n of Diftin^tion. 



R 3 With 
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With Drop fuccccding Drop. Their Shrieks rebound 55 

From ev*ry Door with emulated Sound, 

As if the Serpent had revived again. 

Or with a recent Wound the Infant (lain. 

The Greeks perceived the Odium, they defign'd. 

And wept the Weaknefs, common to their Kind. 60 

AdraftuSy oft as ftupifying Grief 

Impofcs Silence, ftrives to yield Relief 

To the diftrafted Sire with foft Difcourfe : 

One while he (hews how vain is human Force, 

How hard the Lot of Man. He next explains 65 

.The Stablenefs of all that Fate ordains \ 

"And bids hini not defpair, (incc favVing Jove 

May blefs the future Pledges of his Love. 

In vain he urg*d :* unknowing Check or Bound, 

Their Plaints returned. In fuUen Silence frown*d 7# 

Th* obdurate Sire, infenfible of all : 

So fell Ionian Waves, when Seamen call ' 

For Mercy, their repeated Vows regard : 

S% flender Clouds the Light*ning's Flight retard. 

Meanwhile they crown with Cyprcfs, Sign of Drear, 75 

And baleful Yew the Flame-devoted Bier, 



V. 72. So /ell Ionian Waves, tvhen Seamen call] This feems to be 
copied from the fixth Book of FirgiPs ^neU^ Vcrfe 467, where 
Mneas accofts Dido in the Infernal Regions» and meets wiUl a Ro- 
bufffrom that Lady. 

Talibus ^Eneas ardentem ct torva tuentem 
liCnibat didis animum» lacryroasque ciebat, 
Illafolo iixos oculos averfa tenebat: 
Nee magis incepto vultum fermone movctur, 
Quam fi dura filex, aut (let M^rpefia cautes. 

V. 75. Mean iJuhile they croion <with Cypreji^ Sign of Drear J] This 
Pcfcription, cxclulive of its poetical ^ie^it, is a valuable Piece o( 
Antiquity, as it lets us intQ th« Knowledge of the Manner of the 

Grecian 
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And Infant's Bed : the nether Part receives, 

TheRuftics' Gift, a Heap of Straw and Leaves: 

The fecond Row difplays the various Pow'rs 

Of Art, embroidered o'er with (hort-liv*d FlowVs; 80 

Arabian Spices on the ^ird they ftrew. 

And Eaftern S\^(eets in lavilh Plenty fhew; 

Incenfe of anticnt Date, yet free from Hoar, 

And Cinnamon, that grew, when Belus bor^ , 

The regal Sway. ^A Carpet wrought of Gold 85 

And richeft Tyrian Die, they next unfold. 

And laid it on the Top : from far it fhone, 

Inftarr'd with Gems, and many a precious Stone* 

Amidft Jcanthus Linus was inweavM : 

The deathful Dogs their panting Bofoms heav'd. ^i^ 

The Mother held the wond'rous Work in Hate, 

And deem'd it om'nous of her Infant's Fate, 

Arms too, and Trophies, by their Granfires won 

In Fight, where oft the Vidtor is undone. 

They hung around ; more proper thefe to grace 95 

Some honoured Hero of gigantic Race: 

But vain and barren Fame in Grief can pleafe. 

And Gifts the Babe's much honoured Shade appcafc. 

Hence mournful Joys and Rev'rence to their Tears 

Arife, and Prefents, greater than his Years, 100 

Are brought to dignify the fun*ral Pyre: 

For flufli*d with early Hopes, the fondling Sire 

Devoted Quivers, Shafts, and ftiorter Darts, 

Untaught as yet to aft their guilty Parts, 



Grecian Fanerals. I hope the Reader will indulge me with the uie 
ofthe Wordj9r^^r, as I have 5/^/rr^r's Authority tbr it, and its /Id- 
^efiive is univerfally adopted, 

R 4 Attentive 
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With Drop fuccecding Drop. Their Shrieks rebound 55 

From ev'ry Door with emulated Sound, 

As if the Serpent had revived again. 

Or with a recent Wound the Infant (lain. 

The Greeks perceived the Odium, they defign'd. 

And wept the Weaknefs, common to their Kind. 60 

AdraftuSy oft as ftupifying Grief 

Impofcs Silence, ftrives to yield Relief 

To the diftrafted Sire with foft Difcourfc : 

One while he (hews how vain is human Force, 

How hard the Lot of Man. He next explains 65 

The Stablenefs of all that Fate ordains \ 

A-nd bids him not defpair, fince favoring Jove 

May blefs the future Pledges of his Love. 

In vain he urg*d :• unknowing Check or Bound, 

Their Plaints returned. In fuUen Silence frown*d 7# 

Th* obdurate Sire, infenfible of all : 

50 fell Ionian Waves, when Seamen call ' 

For Mercy, their repeated Vows regard : 

S% flender Clouds the Light'ning*s Flight retard. 

Meanwhile they crown with Cyprcfs, Sign of Drear, 7^ 

And baleful Yew the Flame-devoted Bier, 



V. 72. So /ell Ionian Waves , ivhen Seamen call] This feems to be 
copied from the fixth Book of VirgiPs JEneidy Verfe 467, whei« 
Mneas accofts Dido in the Infernal Regions» and meets wiUl a Ro- 
bufffrom that Lady. 

Talibus ^Eneas ardentem et torva tuentem 
Lenibat didis animum» lacryroasque ciebat, 
Illafolo iixos oculos averfa tenebat: 
Nee magis incepto vultum fermone movetur, 
C^am fi dura filex, aut ftet M^rpefia cautes. 

V. 75. Meai^ <U)bile they croiun <with Cy prefix Sign c/Drear.^ This 
Pcfcription, cxclulive of its poetical IVierit, is a valuable Piece of^ 
Antiquity, as it lets us intQ th« Knowledge of the Manner of the 
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And Infant's Bed : the nether Part receives, 

TheRuftics* Gift, a Heap of Straw and Leaves: 

The fecond Row difplays the various Powers 

Of Art, embroidered o'er with (hort-liv*d FlowVs; 80 

Arabian Spices on the ^ird they ftrew. 

And Eaftem S\^pets in lavilh Plenty fhew; 

Incenfe of anticnt Date, yet free from Hoar, 

And Cinnamon, that grew, when Belus bor^ ^ 

The regal Sway. ^A Carpet wrought of Gold 85 

And richeft Tyrian Die, they next unfold. 

And laid it on the Top : from far it fhone, 

Inftarr'd with Gems, and many a precious Stone* 

Amidft Jcanthus Linus was inweav'd : 

The deathful Dogs their panting Bofoms heav'd. 9<» 

The Mofher held the wond'rous Work in Hate, 

And deemed it om*nous of her Infant's Fate, 

Arms too, and Trophies, by their Granfires won 

In Fight, where oft the Vidtor is undone. 

They hung around; more proper thefe to grace 95 

Some honoured Hero of gigantic Race : 

But vain and barren Fame in Grief can pleafe. 

And Gifts the Babe's much honoured Shade appcafc. 

Hence mournful Joys and Reverence to their Tears 

Arife, andPrefents, greater than his Years, 100 

Are brought to dignify the funVal Pyre: 

For flufli*d with early Hopes, the fondling Sire 

Devoted Quivers, Shafts, and ftiorter Darts, 

Untaught as yet to aft their guilty Parts, 



Grecian Fanerals. I hope the Reader will indulge me with the uie 
ofthe Wordj9r^^r, as I have 5/^w^r's Authority tor it, and its /Id- 
jefiive is univerfally adopted. 

R 4 Attentive 
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Attentive to his Name, fhc kept him Steeds, 105 

Prov'd in the Courfe, and fprung of noted Breeds; 

Belts, which a greater Round of Waift demand. 

And Weapons that expe£t a ftronger Hand. 

Infatiate Hopes ! — what Vcfts did (he not frame. 

Too credulous to his ambiguous Name ? x i« 

A purple Robe, gay Enfign of his Reign, 

And Sceptre, which he might with Eafe fuftain i 

All thefc th* impaflion'd Sire to Vulcat^s Blaze 

Configns, and on the Pile his Scepter lays. 

If haply, by indulging thus his Rage, 115 

He might at length the Force of Grrief affuage: 

Mean Time the Augur, as the Rites demand. 

From out the Hoft feledts an able Band, 

In felling Trees their manly Strength to prove. 

And heap a Pyre with Ruins •f the Grove ; 120 

That Vulcan might ablblve the guilty Snake, 

And for th* ill-omen*d War Atonement make : 

•Tis theirs to force thro' Tempi's Gloom a Way, 

Hurl Nemea down, and bare the Woods to Day* 

They level ftrait a venerable Wood, 125 

That long exempted from the Axe had ftood \ 

Thro* jirgos and Lyc^mm none difplay'd 

A greater Stretch of hofpitable Shade. 



V. 105. Attenti've to his Name] The Oracle o^ Afolh^ wliich al- 
ways loved to play upon Words, gave out in a ReiponTe to l^ut* 
£us, that his Infant's Fate was expreffcd in his Name, which wa$ 
Jbrchemorusy and bein^ derived from h^x^ and Mof>^, might either 
fignify, that it was his Fate to reign, or that he would be the firft 
Perfon that fhould be flain in the Theban War, 

Prima, Lycurge, dabis Dircaeo funera bcllo. 
A^ vri figni^g either a Beginning or Covernmentj and hU^ f ais 
or Death. 

Sacred 
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Sacred for Length of Time it far extends 
Its Branches, nor alone in Age tranjfcends 130 

The oldeft Mortal's Grandfire, but has feen 
TheNymphsand Fauns, transform'din Shape and Mien: 
Then fwift Dcftruftion caught th* unhappy Grove, 

Struck by the founding Axe. The Birds above 

Quit their warm Nefts, and Savages their Den, 135 
Rous'd by the Cralh of Trees and Shouts of Men* 
The Cyprefs, Winter-proof, Cbaonian Wood, 
The lofty Beech, the Pitch-Tree, Vidcaffs Food^ 

V* 137, TheCyprt/s^ mnter^Prtcf] This De(cripdon <rf' USSmg 

the Forefts, is thought by Mr* P«/# the bell in our Author^ aad oor 
pied by Spencer and \affb. 

The i^liiiig Pine, the Cedar proud and tall^ 
The Vine-prop Elm, the Poplar never dry. 
The Builder Oak, fqle King of Foreils all. 
The Afpin good for Staves, the Cyprefs Funeral^ 
The Laurel, Meed of mighty Conquerors, 
And Poets Sage : tiie Fir thax weepeth ftUU 
The Willow, worn of forlorn Paramours, 
The Yeugh, obedient to the Bender's Will, 
The Birch for Shafts, the Sallow for the Mill, 
The Myrrh, fweet bleeding in the bitter Wound, 
The warlike Beech, the Afli for nothing ill. 
The fruitful Olive, and the Plantane rounds 
The Carver Holm, the Maple feldom inward found. 

Fairy ^utin^ B. U 

Caggion recife dai pungenti fcrri 

Le facre palme, e m&Xii felva^gi 

I funebri Cipreffi, e i Pini, e i cerri, 

U Eld frondofe, egli alti Abeti, e i Faggi, 

Cli blmi maiiti, a cui od' or s'appoggia 

La Vice, e con pie torto al ciel s'en poggia. 

Altri i Taffi, e le Querce akri percote, 

Che mille volte rinovar le chiome, 

£ mille volte ad ogni incontro immote 

L' ire de' venti han rintuzzate, e dome :, 
^ £d «Itri impofe alle ftridenti Rote 
* P'orni, c ox ccdri e' odorate fome ; 

Lafciano 
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The Holm, the Yew of deadly Juice, and Oak, 
By Time uninjured, bow beneath their Stroke 5 140 
The Alder, wont to cleave the billowy Flood, 
And Afh, that foon will drink of human Blood, 
The Fir, th' uncultured Afti, on Mountains found. 
The Pine, that breathes forth Fragrance from each Wound, 
And married Elm, around whofe Trunks the Vine 145 
Her Tendrils folds, to Earth their Heads decline. 
Earth groans. Such vafty Heaps of Wafte o*cripread 
Mount l/marusy when Boreas lifts his Head 

From his burft Cave : not with fuch rapid Force 

•Red Sheets of nightly Flame purfue their Courle 150 

O'er Forefts, aided by the fanning Wind. 

Sylvanusj Pales^ and the mongrel Kind 

Of Satyrs quit with Grief their Seats of Eafe, 

Soft gurgling Rills, cool Grots and (hady Trees ; 

Deep groans the Fcreft, as they take their Leave : 155 

Clofe to the Trees th* embracing Dryads cleave. 

Lafciano al fuon dell' arme al vario grido 
E le /ere, e gli augei, la tana, e' 1 nido. 

Jeru/. del. C. 3. r. y6. 
*I he Editor of /*///'s Hrgil in a Note on the following Verfes of 

Jtur in antiquam fylvam, ftabula alta ferarum ; 
Procumbunt piceai ; fonat ida fecuribus ilex, 
JFraxineaeque trabcs, cuneis et iiflile robur 
Scinditur j advolvunt ingentes montibus ornos. 

obfcrves, that the DiiFerence between the Genius of Firgilsmd Sta- 
tius is very vilibleon this Occafion. The latter of whom minutely 
and at length defcribefi the different Sorts of Trees that were cut 
down to make the funeral Pile for Archemorus. While Virgil ob- 
iierves his ufual and pregnant Brevity, knowing he had not Leifure 
to dwell on this Subjcdt, merely for the Sake of a florid Defcrip- 
tion. It is obfervable, that Tajfo has imitated ^tatiut in this very 
Particular, 

Thus, 
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Thus, when ibme Leader to the Soldier's Rage 

Refigns' a Captive Town, they all engage 

In Queft of Spoil, and ere the Trumpets found. 

The plundered City's fcarcely to be found. t6o 

They fell, they bear away, they load the Cars; 

Scarce fuch a Din attends the Work of Mar^ 

And now their equal Toil two Altars rais'd 

Of equal Height : one to th' Immortals blaz*d. 

And t'other to the chearlefs Ghofts of Hell, i6^ 

When the grave Pipe proclaimed the fun'ralKn^JI, 

MixM with the crooked Horn. In ancient Timt. 

This Mode prevailed o'er Phrygians ample Clime. 

Pelofs^ as tame reports, this Rite proclaimed 

For leflcr Shades, and mournful Dirges fram'd, lyf^ 

Such as were heard, when Niobe of old 

To ^^^p/Vi^j twelve Urns, disfigur'd, roU'd. 

Thfe Grecian Princes at the Head appear : 

The Burial-Gifts and Sacrifice they bear. 

And name aloud in Titles of Renown f 75 

The pious Honours of their State or Town. 

The fun'ral Bed, a Length of Time between. 

On youthful Shoulders moves (a folemn Scene) 

The King felefted them with cautious Care : 

A Shout uncouth fucceeds and rends the Air. 184 

The Peers of Lerna fafe inclofe their King : 

The fofter Sex, as numerous, form a Ring 

Around the Mother : next the Lemnian CJueen, 

Encircled by no flender Troop, is feen : 

Not mindlefs of the paft, th' Inacbian Train i8| 

Intrench the mournful Fair : her Sons fuftain 

V. 172. TiSypilos] A River, into which Niobe was fald to bt 
l^etamorphofed, after fhe was flain by Vbcehus and Diana, 
>. \%^^ Nat mindlefs of tb* fofi\ hy<urgus in a Fit of Revenge^ 

mad» 
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Her livid Arms, and pleas'd that ihe is founds 

Indulge her Plaints, nor fet her Grief a Bound. 

There, foon is hd Eutydicej bereft 

Of all her Joys, th' ill-omen'd Dome had Icft^ igo 

^rom her bare Breads thefe artlefs Accents broke. 

And, with long Shrieks prefacing, thus ihe Ipokc* 

My Son, 1 hopM not to have followed here, - 

Surrounded with -^r^<?//V Dames, thy Bier j 

Nor, frantic as I was, thy Infant-Years 1^5 

©nee made a Part of thefe my Hopes and Fears : 

NougR cruel I fore-ween'd, for at this Age 

HdW could the Tbeban War my Thoughts engage ? 

What God, however fanguine to deftroy; 

Would fpill our Blood in Coihbat for his Joy ? 200 

1)Vbat ditw this Curfe upon us ? whence arofe 

Such Ills ? no flaughtcr'd Babes difturb our Foes* 

Of Tears and Slaughter I've the Firft-Fruits found. 

Before the Sword is drawn, or Trumpets found ; 

While, void of Thought, and fond, too fond of Reft, 20^ 

i tfiift my Infant to another's Breaft. 

What could I do ? fhe fpread a Tale abroad. 

Of her old Sire, preferv'd by pious Fraud. 

Lo ! the great Heroine, who fole abjur'd 

The Mifchicf, vow*d by Oath, and.fafc fecur*d 2 to 

made feveral Attempts to kill Hypjtpyle, as the Authorefs of his Son*? 
Peath through her Negligence. See the laft Book, Verie 945 . 

V. 209» Lo I t be great Heroine^ Dido caft« a like fneciiftg Reflec- 
tion on j£neas, after ihe had difcovered his Intentions of leaving her. 



• En dcxtra fidesque 



Quein kcvfm patrios aknt' portare Penates, 

Quern fiibiLflTe humerum confedlum 9^0^!» pftrentuml 

J^Goi 4. f^erje 397« 

Her 
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Her Parent from the furious LemnianTrdin ! 
Scill does this daring Dame your Faith retain ? ^ 

"Was fhe fo pious, who in defart Grove 
Could leave the produft of another's Love, * 

*^ Expos-d on all Sides, in a dangerous Place, 1 15 

Where no- huge Snake <rf Pyth(nf% monftrousi^Race 
Was needful to deftroy. Th* inclement Skics^ 
And empty Terrors might alone fufEce. 
Nor can I blame you,«~— This difaftrous Curie .r 
Was fated by the Choice of fuch a Nurfe. a 2d 

Yet wdft thou kind, my Son, to her alone^ 
The fonder Parent was as yet unknown : 
. i^Fo Mother's Joys I reap'd of thee : her Call 
Was liften'd to, in Preference of all. i 

How fweetthyPlaintSythy Laughter mixtwith Tears, 22^ 
And Murmurs mufb have founded in her Ears, 
When firft thy Tongue effay'd the Speech of Man^ 
With thee a Mother's Office Ihc began, 

I finilh Jt. But fhall Ihe thus offend, 

Unpunifh'd, and will ye her Crimes befriend, . ajoi» 

O Chiefs ? why bring ye thefe ? the fun'ral Pyre, ' 

And biarial Rites no u&lefs Gifts require. 
Her, O ye Chiefi 1 (his Manes alk no more) 
Her to a childlefs Mother's Rage reftore, . 

By this firft Rage of War : fo may each Dame 235 

Of Thebes lament a Son of equal Fame. 
Her Trefles then Ihe tore, and thus rcnew'd 

Her Pray'rs. Reftore, nor think my Soul indu'd 

With favage Principles, fo I expire. 
With Vengeance cloy'd, and feed the felf-fame Fire, 240 
While thys fhe fpake, at Diftance (he beheld 
HypJifyUy whofc Grjef ao Reafon queltd, 
^ On 
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On Hair and Bofom vented.— -This efpy'd, 

111 brooking Partncrfhip in Woe, Ihe cry'd. 

This Crime at leaft. Ye Peers, and thou, O King, 245 

To whom new Honours from our Ruin Tpring, 

This Crime forbid, and bear the Traitrefs hence. 

Her Prcfcnce gives the facred Shade Ofitnce. 

Why in thefe Sorrows does Ihe bear a Part, 

And with frefh Anguilh rend a Parent's Heart ? 250 

What Alien's Child can fhe with Truth bemoan^ 

While thus in.dofe Embrace (he grafps her own ? 

This faid, Ihc fwoons : her Plaints abruptly ceafe» 

And the fair Mourner funk to fudden Peace. . 

Thus when fome cruel Swain, or Beaft of Prey 255 

Has borne a Heifer's half-wean*d Young away, 

Whofe Strcngdi and vital Juices were fuftain'd 

By milky Nutriment, and Udders drained, 

The childlcfs Parent to the Vales complains. 

And queftions Rivers, Herds, and lonely Plains : 260 

She Idaths her Home, retires from Field the laft, 

Kor ere (he parts, indulges the Repaft. 

But on the Pile the Sire his Sceptre lays. 

And cafts the ThundVer's Honours in the Blaze % 

He then curtails the Locks, that fcatter*d flow 26^ 

Adown his Back and Breafts, a Sign of Woe, 

V. 265. He then curtails] Mr. Pope^s Note on the 166th Verfe of 
the 23d Book of Horner*^ Iliad is well worth the Reader's Notice. 
* The Ceremony of cutting off the Hair in Honour of the 

• dead, was pradlifed not only among the Greeks^ but alfo among 

• other Nati ns : thus Statius, Thebaid 6. This Cuftom is taken 

• Notice of in holy Scripture : Ezekiel defcribing a great Lamenta- 

• tion fays, they fhall make themfelvcs utterly bald for thee, Ch. 27. 

• Ver. 31. I believe it was done not only in Token of Sorrow, 
' but had perhaps a concealed Meaning : that as the Hair was cut 

< from the Head, and was never more to be joined to it, fo was the ^ 

« dead 
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And ftrewing o'er the Infant, as he lies. 

Weeps pious Tears, and thus, impaffion'd, cries. 

Thefe Ringlets, by a former Contraft vow'd. 

On thee, perfidious Jove^ I had beftow'd j 270 

Biit fince the Prieft deceived me, and my Pra/r 

"Was loft, thefe Locks his worthier Shade fhail bear. 

And now, a Torch apply*d beneath, the Fire 

Cracks on the leafy Summit of the Pyre. 

Scarce can they drive his furious Friends away : 275 

The Grecians ftrait the King's Command obey. 

And, ftandrng with protended Arms between,; 

Exclude the Parents from the mournful Scene. • 

Vulcan grows rich : no Afhes e'er before 

Were deck'd with fuch a Mafs of various Ore. 280 

* dead for ever cut from the living, never more to teturn. I muft 

* obferve, that this Ceremony of cutting; off the Hair was riot *al- 

* ways in Token of Sorrow ; Lycophron m his CaJJandra^ Vcr. 976, 
' defcribing a general Lamentation, fays 

* And that the Antients fometimes had their Hair cut off in Tokea 

* of Joy is evident from Jwvenal^ Sat. 12. Ver. 82. 

Gaudent ibi vertice rafo 

Garrula fecuri narrare pericula nautae. 

' This feeming Contradi^lion will be folved by having ^efpedt to 

* the different Pradlices of diiFerent Nations. If it was the general 

* Cailom of any Country to wear long Hair, then the cutting it off 

* was a Token of Sorrow ; but if it was the Cuftom to wear ihort 

* Hair, theh the letting it grow long and negleding it, ihewed, 

* that fuch People were Mourners.* 

V. 279. Vulcan gronvs rich : no JJhes e*er before] This pari of the 
Ceremonies is copied by Chaucer in his Palatnon and Arcitt^ which 
I (hall give the Reader in Mr. Drydenh Words. 

Rich Jewels in the Flames the wealthy cail. 
While the devouring Fire was burning faft ; 
And fome their Shields, and fome their Lances thicw^ 
And gave the Warrior's Ghgft a Warrior's Due. 

PttU 
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The Silver melt» } the Gems and rich Actire 

With Qold embroidered^ crackle in the Fire» 

The Planks of hardeft Oak arc fcented o'er - 

With Syrian Juices : and the honcy*d Store 

Of many » Hive, and coftly Saffron crown'd 285 

The Heap. Full Bowls of Milk are hung, arotind» 

From VefTels Boat-wife formed» they pour a Flocxi 

Of Milk yet fmoaking» mix^d with faUe JUbod. 

The Grecian Princes then in Order led 

Sev'n equal Troops, to purify the dead y 290 

Around the Pile an hundred Horfemen ride 

With Arms reversed, and comp^ eT*ry Side t 

They fac'd the left (for fc^ the Rites require) 

Sent with the I>uft, the Flames no more afpire* 

Thrice, thus difpos'd, they wheePd in Circles round 295 

The halIow*d Corfe : their clafhing Weapons found. 

Full Bowls of Wine, of Honey, Milk and Bbod, 

Were pour'd upon the Pile of burning Woody 

And kiiUng Flames receive, and hungry lick the Food. 

Then th4ice the mounted Squadrons ride around 

The Fire, and Afcii$\ Name they thrice refoiHid : 

Hail and farewell, they ihouted thrice amain : 

Thrice facing to the left, and thrice they turn'd again. 

Still as they turn'd, they beat their clatt'ring Shields ; 

The Women mix their Cries, and Clamour fiHs the Fid<k« 

Wir^l mentioas the fame Circum/^ancefi ia the font ral Kites of Pal* 
Jot. u£n. II. 

Ter circum accenfos, cin£U fulgcntibos armb, 

Decurrere rogos ; ter moaflum funeris ignem 

Luflravere in equis, ululatusque ere dcdere. 

Spargitur & tellus lachrymis, fparguntur et arma* 

It cselo clamorque virum, clangorque tubantmv ^ 

Hinc alii fpolia occifis direpra Latinis 

Conjiciunt igni galeasque, enfesque decoros^ 

Frsnaque, ferventesque rotas ; pars munera nota ; 

Ipforuia Qiyf90$f et non felicia tela. ^r« i8S< 

Four 
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Four Times their Arms a Crafli tremenclEbus yield, 

And female Shrieks re-eccho thro' the Field. 

jfVnother Pile, high-heapM with burning Wood, 

For (laughter'd Herds and reeking Vidlims ftood> 300 

The Prophet warning them to ceale their Woes, 

And Sign of a new Fun'ral, though he knows . 

Each Omen true, all wheeling to the Right, 

Return : .their brandifh'd Arms reflect the Light. 

Each Warrior there fome grateful OP/'rin^ toft, 305 

As Fancy didates : one a Bit embofs'd. 

Another in the Blaze a Helmet threw, 

A Belt or Spear, that lightened, as it flew* 

Each adverfe Field in Concert hor/rfe (epiies : 

The Groves are fray'd with their repeated Crie^ ; 310 

While the loud Clarion and flirill-lbunding Horn 

Pierce the quick Ear with Clangors fcarcely borne. 

Such two vaft Armies at the Trumpet's Sound, 

Ere to its higheft Pitch their Wrath is wound 

By Lcfs of Blood, or Slaughter dies the Spear, 315 

All ^beautiful with equal Arms appear : 

Involv'd in Clouds, the Pow'r of Battle (lands. 

And doubts, on whom to turn his conq'ring Hands. 

The Rites were ck)s'd, and VidcatCs Fury gone, 

A Heap of Aihes now remain'd alone, 320 

When, drawing near the Fire, a copious Show'r 

Of Water on the fmould'ring Pile they pour* 

With early Dawn their pious Toils begun. 

And fcarcely ended with the fetting Sun» 

Nine Times had Phofphor from the Realnri$ of Light 325 

Chac'd the Dew-filv'ring Stars aficf VanquifiiM Nighty 

V L. L S And 
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And nine Times, Harbinger of Cynthia^ Reign, 

Had changed his Courfer.- By the confcious Train 

Of Stars, that glitter round the radiant Moon, 

He's known to be the fame at Morn and Noon: 330 

When, facrcd to the Babe, a Tomb arofe, 

Which Art and Speed at once united fhows : 

Stone was the Strufture. In a Range difplay'd. 

The Scenes of his fad Hift'ry were pourtray*d. 

The Princefs here the thirfty Grecians guides, 335 

1 o where Langia rolls his fecret Tides. 

There creeps the lucklcfs Infant, there he lies: 

The Serpent writhes his Spires of hideous Size 

Around the Verge. You might expeft to hear 

Him hifs, fo well he clafps the marble Spear. 340 

Now Fame invites the Vulgar to the Sight 

Of fportive Contefts, and a bloodlefs Fight : 

Rous'd at the Call, they quit the Fiekls and Town ; 

E'en thofe, to whom War's Horrors are unknown. 

Whom Life's exhaufted Prime confin'd at Home, 345 

Shake off old Age, and kave their peaceful Dome» 

Ne'er were foch Crowds on th' Ephyraan Shore> 

Or Circus of Oemmam before- 

With crooked Hills, and Trees begirt afaove^ 

A Vale fubfides, the Center of a Grove. 350 

Rough, thorny Ridges lie around, which yield 

A Length of Shade, and bound it from the Field ; 

Then Hillocks, rifing through a vaft Extent 

Of grafly Turf,- increafe the fteep Afcent. 

V. 328. The Antients thought Pho/phor and .^^<fr were not the 
fame individtial S<ars, as they have a diiFercnt Appearance at their 
rifing ; which the Poet attributes to their changing Horfes. He 
fays, therefore, that the Stars are not deceived iike Mortals, who 
fuppoled, that they were two diftincl Stars» 

There 
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There, foon as Phcsbus mark*d the fylvan Scellc 355 

With ruddy Streaks, the martial Troops convene : 

^Twas Pleafure there to meafure with their Eyes 

The Number, Looks, aiid Habits of th* Allied 

Amid the mingled Crowd.— --^Ih Worider loftj 

They view the Strength and Ardor of their Hoft. 36^ 

A hundred Bulls of duflcy Hue they brought, 

The Flow'r of all the Herd, and never wrought ; 

Then Cows in Number and in Hue the fame. 

And Heifers, not yet horn'd, loud-bellowing, canie. 

In Order then the Statues of their Sife3 36^ 

Are borne along t the'gazing Crowd admires 

Their Life-refembling Form and fculptur'd Deeds« 

Great Hercules the mute Proceflion leads : 

To the fell Nemean Savage fhort of Breath, 

He fronts his Bre^ft, and lifts the Ai*m of Death. %y9 

The Greeks with fome Degree of Horror ey'd 

The brazen Hero, tho* theif Badge and Pride* 

Next, on the left, in Order they difcerri 

Old InachuSy who pours abroad his Urn^ 

And, ftretch'd beneath a lofty Saiik of Reeds^ j,y^ 

Surveys his Stream flow^gliding thro' the Meads* 

Ready for Dalliance^ lo ftands behind \ 

Heart-piercttig Anguifh touched the Parentis Mind, 

V. 365. In Ordit then] Though nothing could be t^ttfcr cohtrived 
to excite Virtue in the Breafls of the Grecian Princes and Leaders^ 
than this Exhibition of the Statues and Images of their Anteftors^ 
yet I fear^ it will be thought too long, and had it not been in i 
Book entirely devote4 to Deiq-iptioii^ it would have been abfolotely 
unpardonable. 

V. 377. Ready /er Dalliance, lo Jtandi behind^ The DHughter of 

Ithxchui, whom Jupiter loved, and left his Wife JunoS^i^^^ hao^ 

it, he turned lo into an Heifer : jealouis! Juno fufpe^ed it, and bagged 

the Heifer cf her Husband, and fct dr^i^ (one that had an Aun« 

. $ a dnd 
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As he viewM Argusy ftarr'd with watchful Eyc3 : 

But the more grateful Ruler of the Skies 380 

Prepared a Temple on the Pharian Shore, 

And bade Aurora the new Pow'r adore. 

Then Tantalus (not he who's feign'd to lean 

O'er Streams untouched, or ftarve amidft the Scene 

Of Plenty) but the ThundVer's pious Gueft 385 

Appears above the Lot of Mortals bleft. 

At Diftancc conq'ring Pelops guides the Reins 

Qf Ocean^s God, and thunders o'er the Plains : 

Falfe Myrtil leaves unpinn'd the Chariot- Wheels, 

And Life and Vift'ry from his Mafter fteals. .390 

Amidft the reft was fage Acrijius feen, 

CborabuSy Warrior of terrific Mien, 

fair Danae\ who blames her guilty Breaft, 

And Amymone^ in the Stream diftreft : 

Alcmena too the young Akides bears ; 595 

A triple Moon confines her braided Hairs. 

dred Eyes) to keq) her : Jupiter could not refrain, but fent Mercuty 
to kill Argus : Juno^ in Revenge, feftt a Gad-fly that ftung her and 
made her mad, fo that fhe run to Egypty where her old Form came 
to her again, and fhe was married to OJiris ; after her Death, the 
Egyptians deified and worfhippcd her by the Name of Ifis^ ofually 
facrificing untb her a Goofe : when they worihipped they ufed to 
call loy loy whence arofe that Proverb. The Occafion of the Poet's 
Fi£Uon concerning loy whom they feigned to be turned into a Cow, 
was this ; lo being with Child by a Phenician Mariner, and fearing 
her Father's Difpleafure, went with the Fhenicians into Egypt in a 
Ship which had a painted Bull. . * 

V. 386. JppMrSf abo've the Lot] Horace mentions this Mark of 
Favour conferred by yoi/e on Tantalus. 

Occidit Sc Peiopis gcnitor conviva Deorum. 

V. ^g6\ ji triple Moon confines her braided Hairs] This triple Moon 
was lymbolical of Jupiter^ exceiTive Lull, who, when he lay with 
Alcmena^ commanded the M'odn to make her nightly Courfe thrice 
as long as ufual. 

The 



Book VI. STATIUS^s THEBAID. 261 

The wrangling Sons of Belus join their Hands 

In impious Leagues. More mild'in Afped Hands 

EgypuSy and with fecret Tranfport hung 

On the falfe Fktt'ry of his Brpther's Tongue^ 40Q 

Unconfcious of his inward Hate and Spite, 

And all the future Horrors of the Night. 

A thoufand more were there, yet thefc fufEce, 

When Virtue calls each Rival to the Prize. 

Firft toiPd the Courfcrs.— Mighty God of Verfe, 405 

Theirs and their princely Matters* Names rehearfe : 

For ne*er was a more genVous Race of Steeds 

Colledled for the Courfe on Grecian Meads. 

As if a numerous Flock of Birds Qiould try 

Their aftive Pow'rs, and wing the mid- way Sky, 41 q 

Or jEolus to the mad Winds propofe 

The Palm of Swiftnefs, fuch a Tumult rofe. 

Before them all was fleet Arion led, 

Diftinguifti'd by his Mane of fi*ry Red : 

From Ocean's God (if antient Fame fays true) 415 

The gen'rous Horfe his honoured Lineage drew ; 

*Tis faid, he rein'd him firft with forming Hand, 

And curbing Bit upon the dufty Strand, 

But fpar'd the Lafti : for free he fcours the Plain, 

Swift as the Surge that Ikims along the Main, . 42« 

Oft in the Car with other Steeds, deCgn'd 

To fwim the Lybian Billows, was he join'd. 



V. 405. Firft toiVd the Courfers] We (hall not be furprized to fee 
Staiius make this Digreflion, to give us the Hiftory of his Horfes, 
when we confider to what Excefs the Paffion for fine Racers is carr 
ried in our own Times, and with what Exaftnefs and Preciiion the. 
News-Papers give us their Genealogy, 

S 3 And 
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And frain'd to carry his caerulean Sire 

To any Coaft.— — The tardier Clouds admire 

His aftive Strength, and each contending Wind, 425 

N»fus 6r EurfiSy follows far behind, 

Amphytri(m*% varrous Son with equal Speed 

He bore, deep Ruts infcrib'd ppon the Mead, 

When for Euryjibeus Wars unjuft he wag*d, 

y^t fierce, unmanageably fierce he rag'd : 430 

Then by the Gift of Heav*n, Adraftus rcin'd 

The Courfer, and to his own Service train*d ; 

Now, many Cautions giv'n, the Sire decreed 

To Polynices* Hands the mettled Steed ; 

He teaches him, what Arts will bell affwage 435 

I|r§ Wrath, when chaf d, and fir'd with emUous Rage, 

* Give not the Reins up freely, nor provoke 

^ Hiis headftrong Fury with too frequent Stroke : 

* With Threats and Spurs urge others to the Coyrfe ; 

* He'll go at Will, and mock thy curbing Force.' 440 
Thus PhisbtiSy when he lent the fi'ry Rein, 

And plac'd bis Offspring on the rapid Wain, 
With boding Tears injoin-d.— r— rBe wife, my Son, 
Th* untrampled Zones and Stars infidious fhun. 
With pious Caution firft the Youth proceeds, 445 

But Fate at length fets free th' immortal Steeds. 
Fir'd with the Profpeft of the fecond Prize, 
Hapt by Oeb(ilian Steeds, the Prophet flies \ 



V. 435. He teaches him] Neftor gives a fimilar Caution to Antilacbus 
in the 23d Book of the lUadf on which Paffage I fhall refer the Rea» 
j^er to Mr. Popt^s Obfervations^ as they are equally applicable to this 
before usf 



Thy 
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Thy Offspring, Cyllarus^ by Theft obtain'd. 

When C^Jior on the Scythian Coaft remained, 450 

And chang'd AmycW*s Bridle for the Our, 

A Robe of fnowy Hue the Augur wore : 

White were his Steeds, with Trappings richly drcft. 

The fame his Hehn, his Mitre and his Creft. 

Admetus too, the blifsful, from the Meads . 455 

Of Thejfaly^ fcarce curbs his barren Steeds : 

From Seed of Centaurs Fame reports them fprung, 

Nor can I difbelieve it, fmce fo young, 

They fcorn th* Embraces of the Male : hence Force 

Invefts their Limbs, arid Vigour in the Courfe : 460 

Their Sex they thus diflemble D^y and Night, 

Black- Spots are feen betwixt the Streaks of White. 

Such was the Colour of each gen'rous Steed, 

Nor were they far inferior to the Breed, 

Which, lift'ning to Apollo*^ tuneful Lays 465 

Forgot their Failure, loft in wild Amaze, 

V. 449. Thy Offfpring, Cyllarus] Frauds in the Cafe of Horfes 
have been thought exculable in all Times. Homer mentions an In- 
ilance of one in the fifth Book of the Iliad. 

Tij; Twp Tc» yivvn^^ J? T^ai vtp nvfvovcc Zivq 
Triq ysvfvi^ £kX/i)/£v avet^ ou^^m *Ay^iaviff 

And Firgil was fo well pleafcd with it, as to introduce it in the fc- 
y^nth jEneid^ 

AbfentiiEneae currum geminosquejugales, 
Semine ab aethereo, fpirantes naribus ignem, 
Illorum de gente, patri quos dsdala Circe 
Suppoiita de matre nothos furata creavit. 

S 4 Lo ! 
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1 .o * y^fcn'^ yc'jthf'jl Sons too,- whence new Faiv.e, 
AvA :v.;:!'-.. I ''>a(Hirs crown the Mothci's Name, 
AiCc:i:i the f_ .1; , v.l-ich either Tlx.7j bqre. 
The GranviiiiL\ j^k/.lt Nam^r in Days ot Yore, 470 

And caird from Euv.cus^ Ojnen. Tliey difplay. 

Like Features, Chariots, Horfcs and Array ; 

The fcCme their Vows : each wifh'd the Palm his own; 

Or by his Brother to be won alone. 

Next great Hippodawus and Chrcmis ride^ 475 

One was by Birth to Hercules ally'd. 

One to Oenomaus. — 'Twas hard to read. 

Which drove the moll untam'd and headftrong Steed : 

One guides the Scud of Getic Dtcmed^ 

One thofe by his Pif^ean Father bred. 480 

Di:e Trophies and the purple Si.iin of War 

With horrid Filth begrime each Hero's Car. 

In Lieu of Goals, an Oak on one Side ftood. 

Long fliorn of L<-*aves, a naked Trunk of Wood ; 

On t'other lay (a Barrier of the Ground) 485 

A rocky Fragrneiu, plac'd 'twixt either Bound ; 

Far as a Dart at four Times we may fend, 

But at three Shots a Shaft might reach the End. 

Mean while ApiHo charmed the tuneful Throng 

Of Sifter-Mufcs with cclellial Song : 450 

The trembling Strings refponding to his Hands 

With filver Sound, on higheft Heav'n he ftands. 

And views ParnaJJian Lands, his own Domain. 

The Gods were firft the Subjed of his Strain ; 

To Jove and Phlegra oft his Lyre he ftrung, 49^; 

The Python^ and his Brother's Honours fung. 

And then.explain'd, what Pow'r the Thunder drives, 

Fed by what Springs the boundlefs Ocean lives ; 

2 Whence 
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Whence Winds arife, Stars glide along the Sky, 

And River- Gods their empty Urns fupply : 500 

What Order guides the Sun*s impetuous Flight, 

Contracls the Day, and lengthens out the Night; 

Whether Earth lies the lowcft, or between. 

And dole encompafs'd by a World unfeen, / 

This ended, he delays to hear the Nine 505 

Attune their Lay, and whilft he tries to twine . 

A Wreath of well-carn'd Laurel for his Lyre, 

And to the Wind refigns his loofe Attire, 

Not diftant far, brought backward by their Cries, 

ISlcuiea^ hdovW of Hercules^ he fpies, 5:0 

And there a goodly Siglit of gen'rous Steeds, 

Yok'd for the Race, and traverfmg the Meads. 

He knew eajch princely Rider : near at Hand 

JdmeluSj and the Prophet took their Stand. 

Then to himfelf he faid. What Pow'r above, 515. 

Knrag'd againft thefe Ob] efts of our Love, 

Hath urg'd them to difpute the Prize of Fame? 

Their pious Deeds alike my Favour claim. 

I cannot well determine, which. exceeds -, 

One, when I fervM him in Thejfalian Meads, 520 

(By Jove and Fate*s imperious Will conftrain'd) 

Burnt Inccnfe to his Servant, nor difdain'd 

V. 503. By a World unfeen'\ The Poet alludes here to the A>iti' 
fodesy a Set of Beings, who were fuppofed to live Feet to Feet, or 

diametrically oppofite to us. It is fomewhat remarkable, that 

Pope Gregory exccnmunicated all fuch as believed their Exiftence. 

V. 520. One, ivben I/er^^d"] Apollo being exiled from Heaven by 
Jupiter, for killing the Cyclops, lerved Admctus in \ the Capacity of 
Cow-herd nine Years, and r.aving been treated kindly, proniifcd 
him, that when the Time of his Death was come, another fhoulddie 
for him; but he found none that would take his Turn, but his Wife 
AlccjU, whom for her Piety Frofcr^me reflored to Isk. again. 

The 
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The latent God ; and one attends in Part 

My Rites, a Student of th' cetherial Art. 

What tho* Admetus in Delert tranfcend, 525 

Yet honour we the Seer's approaching End ; 

Late is his Death, the fatal Sifters give 

A Length of Years : to thee no Joys furvive ; 

Thou know'fl, the gloomy Gulph oi'Thebes is near. 

For oft our Birds have fung it in thine Ear. 530 

He faid, and fcarce rcftrain'd the rifing Tears : 

Then ftrait to Nemea his Courfe he fteers. 

And gleams at evVy Bound o'er all the Skies ; 

More fwift than his great Father's Bolt he flies. 

Or his own Shafts. Long had he trod the Plain, 53^ 

Yet ftill the Traces of his Flight remain 

Imprefs'd in Heav'n, and thro' th' Expanfc ferenc 

And Zephyrs was a Track of Glory fecn. 

Now Prothousy by the reft commiflion'd, took 

The brazen Head-piece, and impartial (hook 540 



V. 539. N01V Prothous] Mr. Pope in- his Verfion of the I/iai/hsLs 
tranfcribed a Note o^ Euftathius on the 427th Line of the 23d Book, 
which merits the Attention c.f Siafius*s Readers likewife. * Accor- 

* liing to thefe Lots the Charioteers tcok their Places; but to know 

* whether they ftoojd all in an equal Front, or one behind another» 

* is a Difficulty: Euftathius fays, the Antients were of Opinion, 

* that they did not Itand in one Front ; bccaufe it is evident, that 

* he who had the firft Lot had a great Advantage of the other Cha- 

* rioteers ? If he had not, why fhould Achilles cafl Lots ? Madam 

* Dacier is of Opinion, that they all flood abreafl to the Bai*rier, and 

* that the firfl would have a fufficlent Advant?ige, as he was nearer 

* the Bound, and flood within the refl; whereas the others mufl take 

* a larger Circle, and confequentiy were forced to run a greater 

* Compafs of Ground. Phtsnix was placed as an Infpedlor of the 

* Race, /. e. fays Eiijlathius, he was to make Report, whether they 

* had obferved the Laws of the Race in their feveral Turnings. So- 

* f bodes obferved the fame Method with Homer in Relation to the In- 

* fpe(flors in his Eh^ra, 
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The Lots together : thefe to ail difpofe 

Their Pore and Order, as th' Infcription fliows. 

Now Men and Steeds, than which no Time or Place 

Can greater boaft the God's acknowledged Race, 

Stand to one Spot confined. Audacious Fear 545 

And paly Hope in cv'ry Face appear: 

Doubtful, they tremble, yet contend to ftarr. 

And fev'rifh Dread invades their ev'ry Part. 

The Steeds' and Horfes' Ardour is the fame : 

Their quiv'ring Eye-balls, dart a ceafelefs Flame; ^^ 

They champ the founding Bit, their Mouths run o'er 

With frothy Foam. Bars, Gates, and Rails no more 

Oppofe their Progrefs, while their ftifled Ire, 
And Spirit curb'd in Clouds of Smoak tranfpire. 
Thus Reft inglorious galls each generous Heart : 55^ 
A thoufand Steps are loft before they ftart, 



-Oi TtraTifAtvoi Pfa,Zu^ 



■ The Anticnts fay, that the Charioteers darted at the Sigi^um, where 

* the Ships of Achilles lay, and ran towards the Phateumy from the 

* Ships towards the Shores. But Arijiarchm aftirmed that they ran 

* in die Compafs of Ground ^^^ Stadia (i, b, about five Furlongs) 

* which lay between the Wall and the Tents towards the Shore.' 

V. 545. Audacious fear] So yirgil^ fpeaking of the Chariot-Race, 
fays, 

— Spes arredlae Juvenum, cxultantiaque haurit 
Corda pavor pulfans. 

V. 5^6. A thou/and Steps'] Mr. Hurd in his Difcourfe on poetical; 
Jmitatioi), might have added this Inftance of Pcfeh clofe copying 
Statius to the Examples he has given us, as I think it is rather more 
ftriking than any of them. In his Wind/or Foreft^ fpeaking of th« 
Courfer, he fays. 

And ere he Harts, a thoufand Steps are lofl. * 
Now it is clear th^t 

* Pereunt vefligia millc 

A|i;e fugam,'- 

are 
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And they fore run vaft Trafts of diftant Ground, 

In Profpefturg'd. The faithful Grooms furround. 

Confirm their Courage, fmooth each tortur*d Mane, 
And point the Goal out, they mult firft attain. g6(S 
Soon as the Trumpet had t;ic Signal giv'n. 
They fpring forth all, with em'lous Fury driv'n. 
What Weapons fkim fo thick th* cmbatterd Plain, 
What Clouds the Heav'ns, what Sails the billowy Main? 
Lefs fwift are Rivers, fwoln with wintry Show'rs, 565 
Lcls fwiftly Vulcan's wafting Flame devours : 
Compared with thefe, the Starsj the Storms are flow. 
And Torrents from the Mountain's tardier flow. 
The Greeks beheld them dart, and mark'd their Flight, 
Now ravifh*d on a fudden from their Sight: 570 

Mixt in the.Duft of the dilcolour'd Field, 
In one vaft gloomy Cloud they lie concealed. 
And, a thick Mift faft-gath'ring o'er their Eyes, 
They fcarcely know themfelves by Name or Cries. 
The firft Goal paft, they kept between them clear 575, 
The utmoft Space allowed in their Career ; 
The fecond Track blots out the former. — Now 
Their Bofoms touch the Yoke, fo prone they bow^ 
Then they feem double, as they pull the Rein 
With ftriving Knees : the Zephyrs fmooth again 5S0 
Their Manes ereft ; their Necks with Mufcles fwell, 
And Earth imbibes the fnowy Show'r that fell. 
From Feet and Wheels arife unequal Sounds : 
Their Hands ne'er reft : the Driver's Lalh rebounds 

are the very Words of Statins: and indeed they were fo very literally 
tranllated by the celebrated Author abovemcntionedy that I could 
not help rendering them in his own Words. 

In 
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In ecchoing Air.' Not thicker in the North 585 

Pale Boreas fpreads a fpatt'ring Tennpeft forth 

Of noxious Hail, nor from the Nurfe of Jove 

So many ShowVs opprefs the nodding Grove. 

In Prefciencc vers'd, Jrion found with Grief 

The Rule and Guidance of an unknown Chief, 590 

And, innocent of 111, perceived with Dread 

Th* inccftuous Offspring of Jocajid's Bed: 

E'en from the Goal the Burden he difdains. 

And frets and flies, impetuous, o'er the Plains. 

The Sons of Jrgos think his Spirits rife ggg 

From Praifes, but the Charioteer he flies •, 

The Charioteer he threats with furious Speed, 

And feeks his Lord o'er all the fpacious Mead. 

Before air others, and the next by far, 

Amphiaraus guides his glitt'ring Car : Cqo 

Thejfaliah pious Monarch was defcry'd 

With equal Steps loud thund'ring at his Side. 

^hoas and EuneuSy Brother-Twins fucceed. 

And get and lofe alternately the Lead ; 

Nor ever does immod'rate Lull of Fame 6.05 

Impell them to forget Relation's Claim. 

The lalt'and greatefl: Tryals of the Day 

Betwixt HippodamuSj and Chromis lay ; 

. V. ^%j.^N4>rfromtheNur/eof]oyt\ The Expreffion in the Ori* 
ginal is 

Nee Oleniis manant fot cornibus imbres. 

The fabulous Hiftory of which is as follows.— Jupiter^ having 
been fed in Crete with the Milk of a Goat belonging to Amalthaa^ 
Daughter of MMJfusy King of that Ifland, after the Creature was 
dead, inferted it among the Stars, in Gratitude for the. Nourifh- 
ment received from it. This Sign was fup|>ofed by the Antients 
to caufe Rain» 

Their 
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Their heavy Courfers to the I^our yield. 

Nor ignorant of Art, they took the Fielc} i 6iO 

Hippodamus^ whofe Chariot fcarce prccedei^ 

Feels on his Back his Rival's breathing Sceeds« 

The Seer by Pbabus lov*d, with nice Survey, 

Mark*d out a narrower Compafs of the Way, 

And, drawing in the Reins with all his force, 6i$ 

Hop*d to prevent Admeius in the Courfe. 

This the Tbejfdian views with careful Eyes, 

And glows with nearer Profped of the Prize, 

While fierce Arion in his Lord's Dcfpight, 

Runs circling round, and wanders to the Right. 6i9 

Oenides now was foremoft in the Race, 

Admeius follows with redoubled Pace, 

When, brought at length into the Path again, 

The Sea-born Courfcr chaces o'ef the Plain; 

And foon o'crcakes the joyful Rivals Cars : 625 

A Crafh enfues, and ftrikes the golden Stars; 

The Heav'ns 100 tremble, and, the Crowd ftruck down. 

In open View the Scats and Benches (hone. 

But Polynices nor commands the Reins, 

Nor plies the Whip, for pallid Fear retrains \ ^30 

Thus when frail Reafon's conquered by Defpair, 

The Pilot leaves his Ship to Fortune's Care, 

V. 611. Hippodamus] Homtr givts «s the fame Image lUadf 
Book 23d, Verie 376/ 

Tf-t'Vo». tf^f T» -TrtPvVvy a»»it$' iff-x'.^ dXf^x [aoTC lyfvu 
/4!« yscp ^i'Cpfti Itri^riO'' lA,^.vo^0^9 t^KTm, 

0.f,'X.lT. ———-—• 
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The Stars that once deceived regards no more. 

And gives his Art and ufelefs Labour o'er. 

Again in Rounds, precipitate, they wheeled, 63$ 

Tlien fetch'd a fhorter Compals o'er the Field : 

Again on Axles Axles clafh, again . - 

The Wheels on Spokes. No Faith and Peace remain : 

Wars, horrid Wars, by far more mild appear; 

Such Emulation reigns thro' the Career, 640 

They menace mutual Death, unlets they yield. 

And oft run counter, as they crofs the Field. 

When Stripes no more avail, to mend their Speed, 

Admetus calls by Name each weary gteed. 

Swift /m, Pholoe approv'd in War, 645 

And Tboey wont to grace the Vidlor's Car. 

The Prophet too recalls to Senfe of Shame 

Cygnus^ whofe fnowy Colour fuits his Name, 

And AJchetos. Rous'd at their Matter's Threat, 

The Champain Strymon and jEtbion beat 650 

With quicker Steps Hippodamus provokes 

The Calydcnian with repeated Strokes, 

And Thoas courts Podarces. Gentle Chief! 

The Theban Prince .alone in filent Grief 
Obfequious follows, where Arion flies, 65^ 

And fears to publifli his Mifchance by Cries. 
Now thrice th'- allotted Compafs had they run. 
And the fourth Heat with Toil was fcarce begun, 

V. 644. Admetus calls hy name] I think our Author commendable 
for not reciting Speeches of his Heroes to their Horfesi as Homer 
has done, who m^kes jintilochus fpeak a great deal in the very Heat 
and Hurry of the Race. As Euftathius Obierves, he commands and 
fuothes, counfels and threatens his Horfes, ?,s if they were rationaji 
Creatures. 

When 
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When the chafd Steeds^ their clammy Throats on Fire, 

Breathe fhort and thick, and copioufly perfpire, . 660 

Till down their Limbs the lukc warm Current glides. 

While lengthenM Gafps diftend their bellying Sides. 

Here Fortune, doubtful long what Chief to grace 

,With Palm of Conqudl, halles to clofe the Race. 

On grea-t Mmonius "Thoas^ Car runs foul, 6(Jr 

While, firM with Hope, he gathers all his Soul 

To pafs Admctus : nor his Brother brought 

The wi(h'd-for Aid, tho' earneftly he fought ; 

For fierce Hippodamus^ of warlike Mien, 

Prevented his Effort, and drove between.: 670 

■Then ChromiSy back'd with all his Father*s Force, 

And Strength Herculean check'd the rapid Courfe 

Of fierce IlippodamuSy juft as he gain'd 

The inner Barrier, and his Car* detained. 

Axle in Axle lock'd. The deeds of Mars 675 

Contt^nd in vain to difengage the Cars, 

And ftretch their mufc'lar Necks : as on the Main 

When fudden Floods Sicilian Ships reftrain* 

And Aufter drives them with bis furious Gales, 

In the mid Ocean ftand their fwelling Sails/ 68o- 

He then precipitates hijii from the Car 

All fhiver'd, and had been the firft by far j 

But, as the ^hrtician T yrani's Horfcs found 

Their haplcfs Lord, extended on the Ground, 

Their raging Luft of wonted P'ood returns, 685 

And Thirft for human Blood redoubled burns j 

V. 671. Then Chromls, hcicii' d '-.'.- hh all hii\ I fear, ^//j/Za-j will be. 
ccnfareJ for defcribing his Warriors fo excedively brutilh r.nd inhu- 
man ill their Conteil^: but let it be remembered, that AntilochM in 
the 23d Book of the Iliads Verfc 423, is equally guilty of ill Treat- 
mcui with Refpeft to hhu. laus* 

Nor 
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Nor had he fcap'd, but the Tyrintbian Chief, 

Carelcls of Conqueil, camfe to his Relief, 

And, turning back the Reins and furious Steeds, 

Honoured, tho* vanquifti'd, fcours along the Meads. 690 

But Pbcsbus^ mindful of his Promife, tries 

On his lov*d Augur to confer the Prize : 

At length he marks the favourable Time, 

And headlong fhoots adown th' etherial Clime 1 

Juft as, the Conteft nearly at an End, 6^$, 

Fair Vid*ry nods, and doubts whom to befriends 

A fnlaky-headed Monfter then he mad# 

Of Air impaflive, and an empty Shade ) 

Whether he formed it in fome lucky Hour, 

Or rais*d from fiell, the vifionary PowV 70a 

Sp dire a Shape, fuch hideous Features rears. 

That fcarce the Furies (fenfelefs deem'd of Fear«> 

And the grim Porter of th* infernal Cell, 

Undaunted, might behold a Fiend fo fell* 

It would have frgy'd the Steeds, tha? whirl the C V Jf o| 

Of Sok or bear the God of Arms to War ^ 

For loon as her foul Face virion fpies, 

His ftiffning Mane of Gold was feen to rifei 

V. 697. A Sna^y-beaM^MonJfii] This Fiftjon is imiUtci ttm 
FirgiH^neid^ Book 12, Vcrfe 845, 

Dicuntur geminse pefte^» cognomine dine | 
Quas et tartaream Nox intempefta Megsram 
Uno, eodeinc|ue tuUt partu, paiibusque r^vioxit, 
Serpentam ipms vetitofasque addidic alas. 
Hac Jovii ad foUttnii fitviquc in lijninq r^gij? 
Apparent» acuuncque nij?(ai|i mortalibus ^egris, 
$1 qaando lethom horriiicnm morbosque P«din itU^ 
Mojitur, iperitas aut bello territat urb^s, 
Kanim unam celerem demifit ab aethere fammo 
JupiUfi iR^u^ omn Jutttrn» occutrcre Jufil» . 
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Upright in Air his foremoft Feet he rears. 

And with hiai his Yoke-Fellows, fbrcef^l^ bears, 71O 

Th' Aonian Exile preffcs then the Plains, 

And, roUing on his Sack, refigns the Reins : 

Confined no longer by the Driver's Sway, 

The Courfers force the Chariot far away. 

Him, lying on the Ground, the Lemnian Chief, 715 

Jdmetusj and the Prophet cy'd with Grief, 

And, pafTing fidelong, took as large a Space, 

As was requir'd to fhun him in the Race. 

At length, his trufty Comrades (landing round. 

He lifts his weary Body from the Ground, •, 720 

Atid Head Jmmers'd in Gloom •, then feeks again 

The King, and uncjcpefted, foothcs his Pain. 

How much more bleft, O Tbebatiy had'ft thou dy'd. 

Had not th* inexorable Fiend deny*d ? 

What Wars had been prevented ? th* Argive Coaft, 725 

^hebesy and thy Brother then had mourn'd thee loft 

• Jn public : then had Nemea thee bemoan'd. 

And Lerna\ Banks in hoarfer Concert groan'd j 

Larijfa had thy Tomb with Foliage ftrcw*d. 

And youag Archemorus with Envy view'd, 'j^o 

Oeclides then, altho' the higheft Meed 

Of Right was due to his unrivall'd Speed, 

(Since lighted of his Lord, Arion flies) 

T* overtake the empty Car, impetuous hies. 

The God refcruits his Strength, and cheers his Soul 735 

With Hope: -r- As if juftftarting from the Go^al, 

He throws up all the Reins, and drives along 

His Steeds with Threats, and now appfies the Thong; 

While the loud-panting Courfers, far more fleet 

Than rapid Eurus^ ply their founding Fe^u ^ 74^ 

Now 
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Now hafte at Icaft (he cries) while none precedes, . 

The kmdlihg Axle Imoaks along the Meads^ 

And fcatters Heaps of Sand thrown, up afar: 

Earth groans, and threats c*en then the gaudy Car» 

Perhaps too Cygnus then had known the Courfe, 74^ 

But Neptune favours his beloved Horfe : 

Hence Glory juftly grac'd the Vidor-Steed, 

Tho' the famM Augur gain'd the promis'd Meed. 

For him two Youths a mafly Goblet bore. 

Which great Alcides rear'd in Days of Yore *jSO 

With his one Hand, when brim'd with fparkling Wiiie, 

And paid Libations to the Pow'fs divine. 

Their Eyes the figured Centaurs fternly roird> 

And ftampt an Air of Terror on the Gold* 

In Height of Anger at the hoftile Train ^ .755 

Brands, Stones, and other Bowls they hufl again 

On all Sides Faces, pale with haft'ning Death, 

Show Wrath, that lingers with the lateft Breath l 

H^leus^ and the Chief himfclf engage 

with far unequal Strength» tho* equal Rage. 7^0 

To thee, Admetus^ as the fecond Meed 

A Robe, Maonian Produce, was decreed J 

Thrice had it drank the nobleft J'yrian Die, 

Fring'd on the Borders* — ■ — Here one might defer/ 

V. 749. For him tivo youths] Tke ChaHot Race Is taow ended j and 
I cannot but acknowledge, that it contains great variety of natural 
Incidents, and ftill greater Pomp of Expreffion and Harmony of Num- 
bers» However, the Accidents and Circumftances bear a ftriking Re* 
femblance to thofe of Homer; e. g. the Encounter of ChromuMd' 
Hipptdamus is fimilar to that oi Antilocbus and Menelaus^ aud ApSjp^s 
fending a Phantom lo frighten the Horfes of Bolynicuy to Minerij£% 
breaking the Chariot of Eumelus : nay, our Author is fo very.unpo« 
Jite to the Ladies, as to undervalue a fair Female, and give her ta 
the Lofer as Homgr has done to th» great Indignation oL Madam 
Dac}$r% 

T 2 Leanief^ 
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Leander^ Youth enamo^r'd ! — as he fwimSy -^6$ 

The Surge Sky-dndur*d plays around his Limbs : 

He oars himfelf withfhiftiog Arms, and braves 

With his oppofing Breafl: the fwelling Waves, 

Tou would not think a fingle Hair was dry. 

In Front of him (deep Anguiih in her Eye) 770 

The Sejiian Damfel on a Turret's Height 

Stands, mufing on the Tapers- dying Light. 

Thefe Gifts Adraftus to the ViAors gave. 

And chear'd the Tbeban with a female Slave. 

He then invites to urge on Foot the Race, 775 

And Meeds affigns the Conq'rors Speed to grace : 

An ufeful Exercife in Time of Peace 

At facred Rites, nor when thofe Times Ihall ceafe 

In War unufeful, when meer Valour fails. 

And with fuperior Arms the Foe prevails. 7 So 

Firfl: Idas in the Lifts appears : his Brows 

Late (haded with Olympic Olive-Boughs ; 

The Pifans and Eleans back his Caufe 

With previous Shouts, and crown him with Applaufe. 

Next Alcon (Sycion his native Place) 785 

And Pbadimus^ twice Viftor in the Race ; 

Then Dymcu comes, 6nce fleeter than the Steed, 

But. Length of Years had leffcnM half his Speed; 

And many others, whom, tho* not the laft 

In Fam/e, the Vulgar ignorant o'er paft. 79^. 

. / 

V, 777. An ufeful Exercife in Time] Monficur Catrou in his Note 
on the 377th Line of the cth Book of VitgiVz jEneiJ* remarks, 
thaAie Foot Race was a militaiy Exerciie : the youn^ Roman Sol- 
diers were inflru£ied in it, according to Fegetius. Agility being of 
great Ufc in War. 

ct But- 
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But the thick Circus for th' Arcadian cries ; 

The lhiftir^g Murmurs eccho in the SHies% . 

Marked with his Parent's Swiftnefs. — Who will own 

Msenalian Atalanta^% Name unknown. 

And * Footfteps, from her Suitors well-conceaPd ? 795 

The Mother in her Of&pring (hines reveal'd : 

iFrom Pole tp Pole his Glory unconfinM 

Extends, — r-Fame fays, he caught full many a Hind 

Ifi th' open Plain, and ftopp'd the rapid Courfe 

Of I^ts and Arrows, fent with mighty Force. 800 

At length th* expected Warrior with a Bound * 

Springs forth» 90d kaps, exulting, on the; Ground : 

Soon ^s his Robe ungirt afide he threw. 

The Ipvely Youth upfolds to public View 

His well-turn'4 Limbs, and falling Shoulders made 805 

More beautiful than Art hath e*er pourtray'd : 

Tho' all was fair, nor aught admir'd the molt. 

His F^ce was in his graceful Body loft. 

Yet fcorning Beauty's Praife, he drives away 

Th' admiring Crowd, nor patient of Delay, 810 

Makes his Limbs fupple for the future Toil, 

And ftains his Skin with fat Pailadian Oil. 

The reft avail themfelves of his Defign : - 

Smear'd with the Juice, their glofly Bodies (hine. 

Thus in ^ Calm when Cynthia'^ ftarry Train 815 

Gleam on the placid Surface of the Main ^ 

♦ By leaving no.Marks of them in the Sand, i 

V. 808. His Face *was in bis graceful] This Obfervation of the 
Poet ullies with a Remark of Lidy M. ff\ Montagu^ in one of her 
Letters, v/«. * that if Women were to go naked their Faces would 
* be the leaft regarded.' 

V. 815. Thus in a Calm it^hen Cynthia'i] This Simile, I mull 
«onfefs, is" one cf thofe nvga canor^, which accoi ding to. Horace, 
. ^ T 3 fhould 
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And the fair Image of the fpanglcd Sphere 

Vibrates on Ocean, all Things gay appear ^ 

But brighter over all the Evening Star 

Emits his Beams, confpicuous from afar, 610 

And radiant as in highcft Heav*n he gloWs^- ' 

Such Splendors in the World of Wateri Ihowi. 

Jdas fucceeds, the next in Form and Fame 

Of Speed, and nearly in his Age the fame : 

Yethaften'd on by Toil, the Down begdn 825 

To cloathe hi» Cheeks, and mark the futurt Man^ ' 

And fome faint Semblance of a Beard was ktii 

Amidft the Lrcngth of Hair, that cloud his Micxu 

Then rightly they fore-run th* approaching Race, 

Explore their Limbs, and try each various Pace, 8^ 

Jnftrud thfemfelves in ev'ry needful Art^ 

And weigh their Strength and Vigour, ere they ftart| 

They bend their Knees as ready for the Teft, 

And ftrike with hearty Claps their flipp'ry Breaf^ 

Then lift their Legs, the* heated, free and light, 835 

And put a fudden Period to their Flight. 

Soon as the Rule had meafur*d out the Plain, 

And Imooth'd it to their Feet, the naked Train 

Impetuous from the deftin'd Barrier flew. 

And glittered in the Sun, like Morning Dew. 840^ 

The rapid Courfers, that late pafs'd the Mead, 

Seem to have run with far inferior Speed. . 

YouM think, fo many Arrows from the Throng 

Of Parthiam or Cydonians flew along, 

fliould never take Place. There is great .Strength of Imagery and 
Expreffion in it, but then it no Ways lUjuftratcs the Thing de- 
fcribed, and has only a general Allufion to the Effefts of the Oil iii 
;iving a Glofs to their Skins, aud Partkenof^m^z Superiority of 

Thus 
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Thus when a Herd of fleet Hircanian Deer 845 

In the lone Dfefart hear, or fecm to hear. 
The hungry Lion's diftant Koar, away 
They fcour in Troops, colleded by Difmay, 
And blind with Terror; as they beat the Groundj^ 
Their clalhing Horns incelTantly refound. i^p 

J!hL Arcadian leads the Race, and as he flies, 
. Swift as the Wind, eludes their dazzled Eyes : 
Him Idas prefl:, and meas'ring Pace by Pace, 
Breath'd on his Shoulders, as he urg'd the Raqc/ 
Young BymaSy Side by Side, his RivaJ plies, 85 j; 

And leaves a doubtful Profpedl of the Prize : 

Them -^iirc^» chafes. -'From tW Arcadianh Crown 

A golden Lock of Hair unfhorn hung down j 

This for Biana^ as a Gift, he fed, 

From his mofl: tender Age, and vainly faid, 860 

That on his Country's Altars it ihould burn. 

Should he from ^hebes a Conqueror return ; 

Now loofe and flowing largely down behind. 

It yields at ev'ry adverfe Blaft of Wind, 

And both impedes himfelf, and (as it flies) 86f 

Obfcures his Rival's View, and fhades his Eyes •, 

Soon as the Youth perceiv'd th' Advantage giv'n. 

And Time for Fraud, with rival Fury driv'n, 

V. 867. Soon as the Touth] In this Foot Race Statius has pcrbq)s 
(hewn more Judgment than either Homer or Firgil. The foiinef . 
makes Ajax lofe the Viftory through a Fall occafioned by Minerva*^ 
Refentment of his Difrefpedt in not invoking her (which is fcarcely 
iitgnus *vindice nodus) in the latter, Nifus is unjuft to his Adverfary in 
Favour of his Friend, fo that Euryalus wins the Race by a palpable 
Fraud (as Mr. Fope expreffes it) and yet the Poet gives him the 
greater Prize. Now the Adlion of Ida}\ pulling Parthenopaus back« 

' is certainly more natural» and Adraftus a^s more impartially and 

jNTudently than JEucat in making them run again. 

T4 (Juft 
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(Jafl: as th^Jttadi^ Prince with rapid Pace 

Approached th* extremeft Limit of the Race) S70 

He feiz'd» he pull'd him backward by his Hsur, 

And touch'd the Goal firft, baffling all his Care» 

Th* Arcadians ftorm'd» and from the Circus bent 

Their Steps» and vow*d the Trcach'ry to refent. 

Should they refufe to render to his Hands 875 

The raviih'd «Honours which his Speed demands. 

There are^ to whom thefe Arts give no Difguft^ 

Meanwhile Parthetufp^eus heaps with Duft 

And Sand his weeping Eyes and beauteous Face : 

The Tean augment and heighten ev'ry Grace. 880 

One while with bloody Nai) his Breaft he tears. 

And then his lovely Face and guilty Haini. 

Oti ev'ry Side difcordant Clamours rile» 

At length, the Matter weigh'd, Adrafius crie$, 

O Youths, defift from Strife.— The Prize agaip 885 

Shall be contended fairly on the Plain \ 

But take a diflPrent Path : that Side the Field 

To guileful Jdas^ this to thee we yield. 

No more be Want of Speed by Craft fupply'd. 

The Rivals heard, and by his Words abide, 89O 

Then fuppliant the T^egaan Chief adores 

Th' immortal Powers, and filcntly implore*. 

O Pbcehe^ Queen of Forefts (for to thee 

This Lock grew facred from my own pecrce^ 

And from this Vow arifes my Difgrace) 1855 

If aught of Merit in the fylvan Chace 

My Mother has difplay'd, or aught I claim, 

Let not Arcadia prove- fuch bitter Shame, 

Nor m>eUs from hence a partial Omen draw, 900 

That Cynthia, favours thofe who break her L-^w. 

The 
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The Goddefs heafd his Pray'r.— Then ftrait he leaves 
The Barrier t fcarce the Ground his Courfe perceives; 
Scarce do his Feet one Grain of Sand difplace> 
Nor in the level Duft appears his Trace. 
He rufh'-d then to the Goal vnxh joyful Cries, 905 

And to the Monarch back exulting^ flies : 
The promised Faiin his raging Grief appeas'd. 
Now finifh'd was the Racei and all were pleas'd : 
Partbenopaus bore a Steed away 
High-bred, the. forctnoft Honour of the Day : 916 
The crafty Idas a bright Shield poffefsU 
And Lycian Shafts, much priz'd, content the reft. 
He then demands, what Warrior, fkill'd to throw 
The Difk, his Strength of Arm and Art wiU (how? 
By the good Monarch Pferelas wsls fent 9^S 

To fetch the Premium : hii whole Body bent 
Scarce on the Ground he lays theflipp'ry Mafs 
(For the vaft Quoit was formed of weighty Bra&.) 
The filent Greeks infpeft with curious Eyes 
The Di(U, and weigh the Labour, ere they rife. 926 
A Crowd then ftarts.— — Two of Acbaan Race, 
At Epbyre three boaft thfcii: native Place 5 
From noted Pifa one derived his. Birth, 
* The feventh \i2idi cvXtafdi Acarnania^s Earth. 
More in the Conteft.too a. Share had held, 925 

But the loud Clamours of the Pit impelFd 
flippomedon^ and fir^d his ardent Soul: 
Towering he rofe, and fliew*d a larger Bowl. 

90^. Scarce do his Feet] Hcmer gives as a fimilar Image in his 
DefcriptionoftheFoot-Race, ///W, B, 23. V. f 63. 



Jp(M« TVxIt V^Wffif V»fO^ M9ti9 0(f»f »;^999y«|» 

' ' This 
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This father feize, young Warriors, whoafpire 
To break the Walls of Tbehs^ and wrap in Fire 936 
Her loftieft Bulwarks : but not ev'ry Hand 
Yon Diik of Size enormous can command : 
This faid» he lifts (not all bis Strength ap^ly'd) 
The brazen Mai$> and threw with £aie afide. . 
Aftonifh'd Aow they iland aloof» and yield, 935 

Scarce PiM^;)Ufi and Mekeftbeus kept the Field. 
(Nor had thefe flood the Conteft out, but Shame 
And their great Friends their Perfeverance claim') 
To thefe fpontafteoully the feft give Place, 
And turn inglorious, but. without Difgrace, 940 

Such as the Tat:ge of Mars in "Tbracian Fields, 
A noxious Light o'er all P<^^<rj, yields, 
Wide-fcattVing Splendors ftrikes the Sun with Fear, 
And deeply founds beneath the heav'nly ^)ean 
Firft rofe Pifiean Pbkgyas with Applaufe : 945 

His noted Skill from other Objefts draws 
Their Eyes afide : now in the golden Sand 
He roughens both his Quoit and better Hand j 
The Duft then fhaken off upon the Pit, 
He turns it round, and tries, which Side will fit 950 
His Arm and Fingers bed, for well he knew 
The much-lov'd Game, and pondcr'd, ere he threw. 
Oft at a Sacrifice, and ritual Game • 

Was he renoWn*d (if we may credit Fame) 
Where wideft RowsJlpbeus, to throw o'er 955 

The Difk unwetted to the fartheft Shore, 
Hence trufting to his Art, nor; taught to yield. 
He meafures the rough Acres of the Field, 
And Trafts celeftial with his better Hand, 
And, bending cither Knee towards the Strand, 960 

He 
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He calls forth all his Vigour, lifts on high 
The raaffy Quoit, arid whirls it in the Sky : 
Rapid it flies, afccnding in its Flight, 
And, whilft it feems quick-falling, grows in Height. 
At lengths exhauftcd all its Force, more flow ' 965 
The Globe returned, and prefs'd the Plain below. 
Thus fever'd from th* aftonilh'd Stars, the Ball 
Of darkened Pbcsbe oft is feen to fall ; 
,The Nations, on^the mighty Change intent. 
Their Timbrels ftrike, and ifear in vain th* Eventi 97* 
' Whilft theyiftorious Hag at Diftanc^ fniiles, - 
To fee her Charms fucceed and magic Wiles. 
The Gr^^^^j.applaud him : nor on level Land 
He fcsLts''Hipp^medon*s fuperior Hand. 
But Fortune, who her evVy Art employs 975 

To crulh Ambition, and with Glee deftroys 
The Structure of immoderate Hope, deprives 
His Arm of Strength. In vain with her he ftrives. 
He now, prepared a Length of Space to gain. 
Low-bending to the Tafk: beneath the Strain 980 
1 he Mufcles of his vigorous Body fwell : 
When lo ! before his Feet the Difcus fell. 
Short of his Vow, and faithlefs to his Hand : 
His Comrades figh, his Foes their Joys command. 
Meneftbeus then fucceeds with timid Art 985 

To the bold Talk, and afts the cautious Part : 



^ V. 967, Thus Jever*^'] The Poet in this Simile alludes to a re- 
ceived Notion of the Antients, that the Eclipfes of the Moon were 
occafioncd By magic Spells ; at which Time they played on Tim^ 
brels, Cymbals and other mnfical Inftruments, to forward her Dc- 
hy^ry^ fuppoflng her to be in Labour» 



To 
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To JVfoVs winged Oftpring much he pray*d. 

And with heap.*d Duft the.Di(cus rougher made* 

Tho* ient with far lefs Vigour than before^ • 

It fpeeds, . nor ftops till it had meafur'd o'er 999 

Full half the Circus. A deep, hollow Sound 

Enfues^ and a iix'd Arrow marks the Ground. 

Hippomedotk with boding Heart fucceeds 

The third, nor to the forceful Conteft fpeeds ; 

For much he ponders in his Mind the Wpe 995 

OiPMegyas^ and Memftbeuj^ lucky Throw* 

He lifts the Quoit, accuftom'd to his Hand, 

And poiling it aloft at his Command, 

Confults his val*rous Arms, and hardy Side, 

And hurls it (his whole Art and Strength appljr'd) leoo 

And follows it himfelf. The Difcus flies 

With horrid Bound along the vacant Sktes^ 

And, mindful of the Hand's direding Force, 

At Diftance keeps the Tenor of its Courfe \ 

Nor doubtfully the vanquifli'd Chief it pafs'd, 1005 

Befide the other's Limit nearly caft ; 

But far beyond Menejlheus* Mark it took 

Its Stand, and, as portending Ruin, (hook 

The Pillars thatfupport the fylvan Scene, 

And Ihady Roof, imbowr'd with living Green. loiq 

Such was the Stone from Mtnc^% vap'rous Height . 

The Cyckp threw, his Hand unrul'd by Sight, 

When, guided by the dafhing of the Flood, 

Vhj[es' hoftile Veflel he purfu^d. 



V. 1 01 4. Ulyjfes*^ After this Verfc follow three others in the Eatl 
of ArundeVs Mannfcript Copy : But as thejr are to be found in no 
other Book, and Statius has fo many Similes drawn from this At- 
tack of the Giants, that I thought it necdlcfs to tranflate them, 

thoug^"^ 
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Adrajlus to the Vidlor then affigns 1015 

As the firft Prize, a Tiger's Hide that fliincs 

With yellow Hem, refulgent to behold : 

The Sharpnefs of the Claws was duird with Gold* 

With Gnoffian Bow and Shafts Meneftheus hies 

Content. — -JTo lucklefs Phkgyas then he cries, 1020 

Accept this Sword, Pelafgus* Aid and Pride, 

5ince adverfePortune has the Palm deny*d % 

Nor will th* invidious Vidlor grieve to fee 

This Gift allotted thee by my Decree, 

Decide we now, who belt the Casftus wields : 1025« 

Skill in this Feat of Vigour fcarcely yields 

To Contefts of the Sword, and fteely Blows, 

At this Argolic Cafaneus uprofe. 

Fierce to defcry, and fierce to be defcry'd j 

And, while upon his Arm the Gloves he ty'd, 103Q 

Cut out of raw Bull-hides, and cas'd with Lead, 

As hard as they, exultingly he faid,: 

Stands there a Youth amidft yon numerous Crew, 

Here let him iffue forth in public View i 

Yet had I rather, for my Country's Sake, 1035 

SomtTheban Rival would the Challenge take. 

Whom I might juftly hurl to Pluto's Shore, 

Nor ftain my ftrongcr Hand, with fecial Gore. 

though they are not dellitute of poetical Merit, «s the il^vader 
may fee. 

Sic et Aloidse, cum jam celaret Olympum 
Defuper OfTa rigens, ipfum glaciale ferebat 
Pelion, et trepido fperabant jungere coelo. 

T. 1035. Tet had J rather] However difgufted we may be with 
the bullying Menaces of Cafaneus, we cannot but be pkaied with 
the Patriwtifm he difplays on this Occafion.'-He is the Ef£us of 
jSomiTf and Dares of Firp}. 

He 
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He faid, and ceasM. — Fear held them mute, they gaze 
In ftupid Wonder, and in wild Amaze. * 1040 

At length Alcidamas from 'midft the Train 
Of naked Spartans fprings forth on the Plain, 
Unhop'd. — The Doric Troops with Wonder cyM 
Their King: his Comrades knew that he relji'd. 
More than on brutal Strength, on certain Rules, 1045 
Trained up by Pollux in the facred Schook. 
The God himfelf both fix'd his Hands and form*d 
His youthful Arms, by holy Fricndfhip warm'd ; 
Oft wou*d he place him fronting, and admire 
His daring Spirit, nor unequal Ire, 1050 

Then catch him up, exulting, his own, iBreaft 
With Fervour to his naked Body prefs'd : 
Him Capanctts derides with threatening Hands, 
And, pitying, a more 'equal Foe demands^: 
E*en forced to Combat, his proud Soul rebels, 1055 
And his late languid Neck with Fury fwells. 
Preparing for the Combat, high in Air 
Their thund'ring Hands th* impetuous Champions rear : 
A Fence their Arms extended form around 
Their Faces, and exclude each future Wound, 10605 
Such Space of Limbs the Chief of yfrf^jfhcws. 
And flaring Bones as ^ityos might difclofe, 
ShouM the fell Stygian Vultures ceafe to feed. 
And fufFer him to rife, from Torture freed. 
The Spartan (for his Strength exceeds his Years) 1065 
In Look a Boy, in Aft a Man appears. 
Such is the Profpea of his riper Age, 
That each Speftator mourns his early Rage, 
And, left he lavifti too much Blood away, 
Wifh to behold a Period to the Fray. 107a 

Nor 
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Nor all at once their Wrath arid Blows arife ; 

They (lay to gratify their curious Eyes 

In gazing on each other, and expe£t. 

Each that his Foe would the firft Blow dirc6t* 

Awhile^aicemate Fears their Wrath afluage, 1075 

And Cautioo*s calmer Rules were joined to Rage. 

Each with his Hands the vacant Air provoI^Sy 

And blunts the Gauntlets with repeated Strokes. 

This hufbands well his Strength, <although.he glow^ 

With Ire) and deals more iparingly his $lows ; 1080 

That, eager of Revenge, himfelf ncglefis, ' 

And rufhes blindly on.— No Skill direfts 

His Random-Strokes : His Teeth in vain he grinds. 

And wreaks his hafty Vengeance on the Winds j 

For, deeply vers'd in all his Country's Art, 1085 

The wary Spartan parries off in Part, 

Or fhuns his Rival's Blows. — One while he bows 

His Head, and by Compliance Tcapes the Blows 5 

Then his quick Hands afide the Gauntlets beat. 

His Head thrown back, advancing with his Feet, 1090 

Oft too (fo much he has at his Command 

The Game, and fuch the Vigour of his Hand) 

He boldly clofes with the Foe, nor fears 

His Giant- Force, confirmed by Length of Yegrs, 

But on him leaps, as on fome frowning Rock 1095 

A Billow falls, then, broken with the Shock, 

V. 1079. This hujbanii ive^ his Strength'^ 'Upon Companion^ I be- 
lieve, this Game of the Cseftus will not be thought inferior to the 
foregoing in any Reipeft. The vain -glorious Fury of Capamus^ the 
Spirit andAdroitnefsofthe young Sfartany and the different Move- 
ments, Attitudes, and Incidents of the Combat, are defcribed in a 
very mafterly Manner* 

• ' . . 

2 Recoils,— 
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Recoils. — Thus, wheeling round the furious I\oc, 

He plies hhn, unrepaid, with many a Blow. 

He lifts his Hand, and, flourifhing around. 

Seems on his Flank and Eyes to aim a Wound : i loo 

.This Feint recalls him from his proper Guard ; 

And, whilft the threatened Fart he ftrives to ward. 

Between his Hands defcends a fudden Blow, 

And, wounding, marks the middle of his Brow. 

The Blood now fpins forth, and a tepid Rill 1 105 

Stains either Temple •, yet the Warrior ftill 

Perceives it not, but, rolling round his Eyes, 

Much wonders, why the fudden Murmurs rife : 

But, as by Chance he drew back o'er his Head 

Hb weary Hand, and faw the Gauntlets red, 1 1 10 

As fome fierce Tyger wounded with a Dart, 

Or gen'rous Lion, glowing with the Smart, 

V. 1 1 12. Glowing with the Smart] Notwithftandinfi; what Mr, 
Popit and Mr. Hind ^(er him have advanced, in Relation to oar 
Author's ftudied Originality, in his Defcription of the funeral 
Games, there are feveral Traits in it» which ^efpeak it to be a Co- 
py of that in the Fifth Book of f^irgiPs iEneid, v. 53. the Lines to 
which this Note refers, are evidently imitated from the following ; 

At non tardatus cafu, neque territus Heros, 
Acrior ad pugnam redit, ac vim fafdtat ira. 
Turn pudor incendit vires, et confcia Virtus: 
Pracipitem^ue Dareft ardens a^t ae^uore toto; 

Agaiii, . . 

Behold again the Spartan Shifts renewed ! 
As the Foe, l^c. 

Are borrowed from ' S 

Oflendit dextram infurgens Entellus» et alte 
Extulit : Ule if^am venjentem a vertice velox 
Providit, celerique elapfus corpore ceifit« 
Entellus vires in ventum eflfudit, et ultro - 

Ipie frravis graviterque ad teham pondere vafto 
voncidit ; ' ■ . ■ > 

Headlong 



.-.•v.. 
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Headlong he drives the Youth o*cr alJ the FiQldg 
Forced to give Ground, yet ftill averfe to yield ; 
And, gnalhing horribly his Teeth^ he throws H15 
His Hands about, and multiplies his Blowsu 
His Rage is fpent in Air : his Strokes in Part 
Fall on the Caeftus, — With fuperior Art, 
And adlivc Speed, the Spartan Youth bewares 
A Thoufand Deaths, that rattle in his Ears : 1190^ 

Yet, not unmindful of his Art he hies^ 
But turns his Face, and combats as he flies» 
Short Pantings now fucceed, and Toil fubdues 
Their harrafs'd Limbs, more flowly he purfues, 
And t'other flies :— At length their fauU'ring Knecs 
Succumb, and both accept a Truce of Eafe. , ii%6 
Thus when (a Signal giv'n) the Seamen yield 
To the long Labours of the wat'ry Field % 
Short is their Reft : The Watch-word foon reftorcs 
Their vigorous Toils, and they refume their Oara*. 1 1 30 
Behold a^atn the Spartan Shifts renew'd ! 
As his Foe blindly ruftxing on be viewM, 
He falls fpontaneoufly— with thundering 5oujid 
Th* Aflaillant pitches headlong on the Ground* 
The wily Stripling fliruck him ere he rofe, 1 135 

And Smiles of Joy alloy'd with Terror (hews, 
Th* Inacbians fliout : — lefs loud the Sea-beat Shore, 
And Forefts, fliook by bluftVing Boreas^ roar. 
But when Adrajius faw the Giant rife. 
And lift his Hands for horrid Deeds, he cries 11 40 
Hafte, hafte, my Friends, I pray, and interpofe ; 
With Rage, unutterable Rage he glows, 
Refign the Palm and Prize to his Demands, 
And fnatch thc.dying Spartan from his Hands. 
Vpt.L U tfft^ 
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Left, when his jealous Wrath is at the full, j 145 

He dafti within the Brain his battered Skull. 

Jtippcmedon and Oeneuf Son obey 

Th* Injuhftions of the King without Delay 5 

Yet fcarce with all their Art and Force combined 

Reftrain his Hands, and bend his ftubborn Mind. 1 15O 

j^way — The Vift*ry*s thine — *Tis more than Fame 

To ipare the Vanquifti*d. — His Conncftions claim 

Some fmall Regard— a Partner irf the Fight. — 

Th* inexorable Chief receives with Slight 

Their Counfels, and, rcjefting with his Hands 11 55 

The proffered Palm and Mail, his Foe demands. 

And' cries — Go to, and give my Vengeance Way, 

Shall I not dig his Eyes out, and repay 

Thofe female Tricks (with which he hop'd to. gain 

The Prize, and Favour of a partial Train) 1160 

And, mindlefs,of his forrowing Patron, doom 

His fliapelefs Body to the filent Tomb ? 

He faid : — His Comrades turned him far afide. 

While, fwoln with Ire, the Conqueft he deny'd. 

The Spartan Troops deride his Threats and raife 1 1 65 

Peals of Applaufe, and (hout their Champion's Praife. 

Now, confcious of his Skill in cv*ry Game, 

Oenides burns to win the Prize of Fame, 

V. 1158. Shall I not Jig bis Eyes out'\ I never found myfelf more 
at a Lofs how to vindicate my Author, than in the PaiTage before 
us. If he ever deferved the Cenfure of having made his Heroes too 
brutal and inhuman, he has certainly done it in this Place. The 
Pidure of Capaneus is drawn with too great a Violence of Features : 
and it is inconceivable, that any one could be fo horridly revengeful 
on being foil'd in a Trial of Skill only, 

V. 1 1 67. JVi^ov, cpn/cious] The Poet omits no Opportunity of com- 
plimenting I'ydeus. The other Warriors excel in one Game only, 
whereas he is reprefented as equally well verfed in all of them. This 
inclines me to think, Statius intended him as the chief Character in 
his Ppems. 

In 
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In the Foot-Race the foremoft Name he held. 

And in the Quoit and C^ftus both exccU'd : 1170 

Yet Cafior's Glory, and athletic Oil 

Delight his Heart .above all other Toil. 

Thus was he wont his peaceful Hours to Ipend, 

And Mind, fatigued with warlike Cares, unbend. 

Againft the mightieft Champions had he ftood, 11 75 

Who dwelt near Achekus* ftormy Flood, 

And won (Heav*n-taught) the Honours of the Day, 

Soon then as Thirft of Glory calls away 

The Youths, moft noted for athletic Toils, 

He ftrips his Back of the terrific Spoils ii8a 

(The Caledonian Monfter^s briftly Hide) 

Agylleus^ to Cleone*s Race ally'd, 

*Gainft: him his ample Limbs, high-tow'ring, rears, ' 

Nor lefs than Hercules himfelf appears ; 

Such o'er the reft his briawny Shoulders rife, 1185 

And his huge Bulk exceeds the human Size : 

Yet not that hardy Force, his Sire could boaft, 

Defcends to him : -^ his Strength in Bulk was loft. 

And a Luxuriancy of Blood : his Skin 

Was fmooth without, from Mufcles free within. ii^Of 

Hence only bold Oentdes hopes t*o'erthrow 

Th* unwieldy Might of his gigantic Foe ; 

For tho* the fmalleft of the Grecian Throng, 

His Bones were large, his Arms fupremely ftrong. 

And full of Sinews : nor was fuch a Mind, 1 155 

And fo great Strength of Nature e'er confin'd 

In a lefs Body* — —When with fragrant Oil 

Their Limbs were rendered fupple for the Toil, 

U 2 They 
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They fpring itnpietuous from' the eliding Train^ 

And occupy the Middle of the Plain : 120a 

Then their wet Litnbs with t)uft by Turns they dry*d. 

And held their Arms bent in, but diftant wide. 

Now 7)i2nrx brings by Craft Agylkus down 

(His Height upon a Level with his own) . 1 204 

And bends him forward, whilft unmov'd lie ftands 

With ftooping Back and Knees that fought the Sands. 

As on the Clowd-wrapt Alps the Cyprcfs, Queen • *» 

Of Trees, and faireft in the fylvan Scene, 

To whiftling Winds her Head, obfequious, bends, 

(Tho* on the Root for Stay fhe fcarce depends) 1 2 10 

And, bowing, almoft feems to kifs the Plain» 

Then fudden ihoots up in the Skies again. 

SpoouneouS thus AgylUus prefles down 

His Limbs gigantic, and with many a Gfoait 

Bends himielf double on his little Foe : 12 15 

And now their Hands alternate deal a ]Uow % 

Necks, Breafts, Legs, Foreheads, Shoulders, Sides, and 

Thighs 
Beneath the Strokes in fudden Tumours rife. 
On Tiptoe raised, their Heads obliquely beht. 
Each hangs on each, ftretch'd out at full Extent. I22# 
Scarce with fuch Wrath two Leading*Bulls maintain 
The Confiift : in the Middle of the Plain 

T. 1207. Js on the cloud-wrapt ^Z^/, &c.] This Simile doea not 
ireprefent the Pofture of the WrefUers lo well as that in the '23d ftook 
^t Homer* s Iliad, Verfe 7 1'2. 

'n« ^' or ufxh^vTt^y ru<: vt M}<vrU vlfccf* r4tLrmf 

▼. 1221. Scarce ivith fuch Wrath] This CoKipJuiibh is tajpieii 
from FirgiPs iEneid, B09& 12,- Verfe 715, and is not, I think, in- 
(mot to the Original. 

Ac 
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Stands the fair Caufe, expeding which will lead 
The fubjedt Herds, and rule the fpacious Mead, 
With clafliing Horns the Combatants engage, 1225 
Love heals their Wounds, and fans their kindled Rage* 
As the wild Boar (his Eye-balls flalhing Fire) 
Whets his dull Tufks, in Height of jealous Ire, 
Or as the ftiapelefs Bear difputes the Prey 
With (haggy Gripes. — Thus 2>if«JUrg*d the Fray, istj* 
And biav'd the fultry Sun, and dufty Toil: 
Clofe was his Skin, inur*d with frequent Toil, 

And his rough Limbs well-mufcled. But his Foc^ 

Impair*d with Labour, 'gan to pufF and blow. 
And fick to Death, gapes oft with Strefs of Pain, 1235 
And fhakes the high-heap*d Sand upon the Plain 
With copious Streams of Sweat, and, unfurvcyM, 
By catching at the Ground, his Breaft upftay*d. 
Tydeus purfues, and while with threatening Eye3 
He mark'd his Neck, runs full between his Thighs : i24Ci 
But Ills Hands balk the Purpofe of his Mind, 
And fall far Ihort of what the Chief defign'd. 
Prone fell the Giant- Warrior, and opprels'd 
With wide Extent of Ruin all his Breaft. 
Thus when th* Iberian feeks fome cavemM Height 1 24^ 
AVith Nfctal fraught, and leaves the viul Lights 

Ac velat ingtnti Sila» fammove Tabtxrno» 
Cum duo converiU inimica in pnelia tsmri' 
Frontibus incurrunt, pavidi ceiTere magiftri : 
Stat pecira omne metu mtstunii maiTantque jutreacaf, 
- Quis pecori imperitet^ quern tota armenta fequantur ; 
nil inter fefe niujta vi vulnera mifcenty 
Cornuaque dbnixi infigtint^ & fanguin^ largo 
i^Oltoj vmosque laratity gemitu nemus omne raniq^t. 
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Ere the. rent Earth fends forth a fudden Sound, 

And trembles o'er hb Head the pendant Ground, 

His Body crulh'd and pent beneath the Weight 

Oi the: burft Mount, and wrapt in gloomy Fate, 1250 

A Document of punilh'd -/IvVice lies. 

Nor thc-free Soul regains iu kindred Skies. 

OinideSy tho' beneath the Foe he lay, 

Rifes in Spirits, and without Delay, 

From the huge Gralp, and heavy Burden freed • 1255 

Th* eluded .Warrior compaffes with Speed, 

And fallens fudden on his Back, then holds 

riis purfy Sides, embraced in rigid Folds ; 

Kext, preffing either Ham with either K^ee, 

While the foil'd Champion ftrove in vain to free 1 2 6# 

His Limbs faft bound, and thrud beneath his Side 

His Hand (O wonderful to be defcry*d !> 

He lifts the Gianr, refted on his Breaft : 

Thus in his Arms (Fame fays) Akides prcfl: 

His Earth-born Foe, and from his Mother-Ground 1265 

Uprais'd, when now the fecret Fraud he found. 

Nor Hope was longer left to fall, or reach 

With his broad Feet the Surface of the Beach. 

Ji, joyful Shout enfues, and ftrikes the Sky, 

Rais'd by the Troops. — Then poifmg him on high, 1270 

Sudden, and of his own Accord «gain 

He threw him down obliquely on the Plain, 

And following as he fell, his Right-Hand plac'd 

Upon his Neck, his Feet upon his Waift, 

V. 1264. ^hus in bis Arms] Every Time >/»/<^a// touched the Earth, 
he acquired frefh Vigour. Lucan has defcribed this Combat with 
infinite Spirit in the 4th Book of his Phar/alia» Verfe 611. 

I Thus 
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Thus prefs'd, no more Refiftance had he fbewn, 1275 

But Shame impells him on, and Shame alone- 

His Belly wide-extended on the Ground, 

Proftrate he lies. — At length when now he found 

His Senfe returning, up he rofe again. 

And left his Form imprinted on the Plain. 12811 

But Tydeus^ gtfted with the Palm and Prize 

Of glitt'ring-Arms, in Height of Tranfport, cries 

Not half fo long, I ween, had he withftood. 

But Thebes has drank too freely of my Blood. . 

Thefe honeft Wounds the glorious Faft attefl:. • J2S5[ . 

While thus he fpake, he bar'd his manly Brcafli 

Aftd gave the Prizes to his menial Crew : . . 

^7//^«5 takes the flighted Mail, his Due. 

The Theban then, yet unconftrain'd by Fate, 

And Agreus^ urg'd with Thirft of Fame, not Hate» 1290, 

Advance with naked Swords (in Armour clad) 

Tq dare the Combat : but the King forbad. 

O Youths, great Store of Death will foon betide i 

Then let yopr eager Rage for Blood fubfide ; 

Your Courage, till the Fight begins, reftrain : 1295 

And thou, for whom weVe left our own Domain, 

Difpeopling many Cities, do, not truft 

Thy Life to Chance, nor thro' immodVate Luft 

Of Glory, grant the Wiflies of thy Foes, 

And thy fell Brother's Vows (ye Pow'rs oppofe) 13C0 

Then a gilt Helm he gives in both their Hands |; 

And ftrait, in Honour of his Son, commands 

¥. 1292. But the King forbad] Homer having been blamed byibme 
pf the Antients for deicribing this barbarous and ihocking Combat, 
jStatius has very prudently waved it, and rendei«d Adrt^ highly 
liable b^ his Prohibition of it. 

The 
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The Crowd to wreath his Brows, and by the Name 

Of Conqueror of fbekes^ proclaim his Fame. 

The rigorous Fates this Omen render vain. 130^ 

The Nobles urge the Monarch, to fuftain 

A Part in the funereal Games, and crown 

The Rites himfelf : — and left one Chief alone 

t)f all the fev*n no Viftory fliould gain. 

With eamefl: Zeal they beg, that he will deign 13 x# 

In Archery to prove his matchlefs Art, 

Or hurl with dextrous Skill the flying Dart, 

The King aflents, and, followed by a Train 

Of Youths, delcends with Joy upon the Plain : 

The Squire behind him bears at his Command 1315 

A Bow, and light-wing'd Arrows in his Hand. 

A.;Wild-Aih far beyond the Circus lies. 

The deftin'd Mark, at which his Arrow flies. 

Who can deny, that evVy Omen fprings 

From hidden Caufes of terreftrial Things ? 132^^ 

The Book of Fate lies open. We refufe 

The ready Prefcience, offered to our Views ; 

V. 13 19. Tnf$ can deny] This Exclamation, as well as many other 
parages in this Work, bdpeak our Author to have been of a veiy 
iiipemtious Turn of Mind. 

I cannot fee how the Poet can flile this Attempt a Contefl, an4 
its Succefs a Vidlory, when there was no Anta^nift. It is a mere 

Feat of Axchenr. Adraftus is defired by his Nobles to give a 

public Proof of hjs Sldll either in ihooting or darting. He cnoofes 
the former, and fingling out a Tree whidi grew on the farther Sidt 
of the Circtiif, fhoots, and hits the Mark. — ri^The Incident of 
the Arrow's returning back, though it borders upon the marvel- 
lous, is as natural as that of Jcejies^s kindling: but the ApplicatioQ 
of it to th« Event it is intended to prognoflicate is certainly more 
jttft and proper than FirgiVs alluding either to the firing of the Shi^s 
or the JuHum Sidus^ as M^ffieurs Qatreu and Wt^rton Jiave conjee- 
tured. 

f Wc 
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Wc put the Pow'r to hurt in Fortupe's Hands : 

And thus for mere Chance-work each Omen ftands. 

The fatal Arrow meafur'd o'er the Ground, 1345 

And in the Tree infix'd a flender Wound ; 

Then (Sight tremendous !) by the felf-famc Traclt, 

And Air it cleav'd before, come$ flying b^ck. 

Kept to the End the Tenour of the Way, 

And falling, near the well-known Quiyer lay. 1330 

Th* erroneous Chiefs miflead the lift'ning Crowds 5 

Thefe think it driven by rencountring Clouds, 

And Winds. — Thofe hold, that the re-ading Wood 

Impeird it back again.— —None underHood 

The great Event, and Sequel clearly fliown, 1345 

Propitious was the War to him alone : 

And the Shaft promised its much favour'd Lord» 

A faf^ Return, and Refcuc from the Sword» 



Ewp of Vol,, I. 
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